
Storyline 2019: McIlroy Wins 
Everything but a Major
by WILL GRAY 

Rory McIlroy’s Player-of-the-
Year season that included every-
thing but a major title.

Why It Mattered
In a year filled with dizzying 

heights that included an eight-fig-
ure payday, the one shot that 
sticks out most from Rory McIl-
roy’s 2019 campaign is the one 
he’d most like to have back.

Such is the dichotomy of a tre-
mendous and memorable season 
for the Ulsterman, one where 
he won four times and captured 

Storyline 2019: Koepka Speaks 
Mind, Cements Status as No. 1

by RYAN LAVNER 
Brooks Koepka, in continuing 

to be a major force, found his 

voice in the game and estab-
lished himself as the world No. 1.

Storyline 2019: Woods Ties 
Snead With 82 PGA Tour Wins

by REX HOGGARD 
Tiger Woods’ record-tying 

82nd PGA Tour win at the Zozo 
Championship in Japan.

Why It Mattered
At the depths of Tiger Woods’ 

struggles with injury and age, the 
noise that always followed him 
echoed with a familiar theme. 
To many, Woods’ pursuit of 
Jack Nicklaus’ mark of 18 major 
championships ended in 2008 
when he won his 14th Grand 
Slam title.

A career that was always 

Tiger Woods Leads by Example in 
Presidents Cup Comeback Win
by KAREN CROUSE

MELBOURNE, Australia — 
Tiger Woods’s final putt on Sun-
day was still rolling toward the 
hole when he started to remove 
his cap for a postmatch hand-
shake with Mexico’s Abraham 
Ancer. 

It had already been a long 
week for Woods, but he wasn’t 
done, and there was no time to 
waste. 

Woods’s 19-foot birdie at the 
Royal Melbourne Golf Club, 
which secured his 3-and-2 sin-
gles victory, improved his Pres-
idents Cup record for the week 

The PGA Tour Doesn’t Know 
What to Do With Patrick Reed

by JAY BUSBEE
Golf’s full of pleasant little apho-

risms about honesty and hard work 
that its most ardent supporters trot 
out like commandments — “You 
may as well praise a man for not 
robbing a bank,” “Golf is a game 
of inches. The most important 
are the six inches between your 
ears,” et cetera. They’re pithy, 
catchy little metaphors, perfect for 
break-room motivational posters 
and corporate-presentation Pow-

$550 to Play a Round of Golf at Wynn 
Las Vegas’ Re-Imagined Course

by MICHAEL HILLER
Wynn Las Vegas will debut 

its newly re-imagined golf 
course, which will be one of the 
most expensive places to play 
in America, on Oct. 11. The 
$550-a-round luxury experience 
will include lithium battery-pow-
ered golf carts, caddies and even 
Rolls-Royce cars that can fetch 
its high-rolling, off-property 
guests. It will also be the only 
golf course on the Strip, a fea-
ture that Wynn President Mari-
lyn Spiegel says sets the casino 

The 18th hole on Wynn Las Vegas’ new golf course finishes with a 
dramatic waterfall and a cash prize to anyone who cards a hole-in-one. 
(Barbara Kraft)

(Yahoo Sports illustration by Michael Wagstaffe)

Tiger Woods, the player-captain of the United States team, celebrated defeat-
ing the International team, 16-14, in the Presidents Cup final. (Rob Carr/Getty Images)
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Naples Course Completes 
$5.5 Million Renovation

Kipp Schulties guided work on 
greens, fairways and irrigation at 
Arthur Hills-designed Country-
side Golf & Country Club.

by Golf Course Industry staff
Kipp Schulties guided work on 

greens, fairways and irrigation at 
Arthur Hills-designed Country-
side Golf & Country Club. 

Countryside Golf & Country 
Club members, staff and the 
board of directors gathered at 
a cup cutting ceremony to cele-
brate the completion of the ren-
ovation to club’s 56-acre Arthur 
Hills-designed golf course.

The eight-month, $5.5 million 
project added USGA greens and 
a new irrigation system to the 
private 18-hole course in Na-
ples, Florida. 

“Countryside Golf & Coun-
try Club continues to enhance 
its member experience,” COO 
and general manager Joe Smith 
said. “We’re planning on a grand 
reopening event in January to 
welcome back our seasonal resi-
dents and introduce them to our 
beautiful new course.”

The renovation was led by golf 
course architecture firm Kipp 
Schulties Golf Design of Jupiter 
and general contractor Ryangolf 
Corporation of Deerfield Beach, 
along with Ragan Technical 
Solutions of North Palm Beach 
for irrigation design and Flynn 
Engineering of Fort Lauderdale 
for permitting. 

The course was re-grassed 
with Bimini Bermudagrass and 
TifEagle Bermudagrass on the 
greens. The renovation also took 
advantage of technology that 
improved since the origination 
of the course, such as better 
subsurface irrigation.

Schulties said the renovation 
of the par-70 course went well 
beyond a facelift.

“Not only did we improve the 
overall playability, we designed it 
for the long term,” he said. “The 
club and its board wanted to do 
it the right way, and Countryside 
will be reaping the benefits for 
the next 20 to 30 years.”

Schulties predicated returning 
players will be surprised at how 
much bigger parts of the course 
now feel.

“Countryside’s course had 
skinnier fairways and smaller 
roughs,” he said. “Now, the 
fairways are 20 to 25 percent 
larger, and we increased the size 
of the greens by 30 percent and 
added collection areas so players 
won’t be penalized for missing 
their target.”

The renovation reconstruct-
ed sand bunkers, thinned over-
grown trees and installed new 
stacked rock retaining walls. 
Plans also modified the lake and 
relocated the practice area closer 
to the first tee, away from the 
clubhouse, and expanded the 
short game area and putting 

green.
Countryside board President 

Larry Franzen said the club’s 
members are eager to play the 
newly renovated course that 
added more teeing options and 
flexibility for different skill sets.

“It will not only be visually very 
appealing, but also a joy to play. 
This was a major revisioning 
of the course,” he said. “We 
are excited about the future of 
Countryside. and can’t wait for 
our first rounds of golf.”

The course renovation contin-
ues the momentum of the club’s 
more than $5 million invest-
ment in its new lifestyle, tennis 
and bocce complex. The recent-
ly completed master planned 
improvement project added a 
wellness center with cardio and 
strength training equipment, 
member recreation areas and 
locker rooms, as well as two 
Har-Tru bocce courts and four 
lighted Har-Tru tennis courts.

Count rys ide  i s  a  res i -
dent-owned gated golf com-
munity with 1,133 residential 
units, including 221 detached 
single- family homes. The pri-
vate community rests among 
hundreds of tropical Florida trees 
and a Hills-designed golf course 
with attractive lakes and beautiful 
landscaping to provide members 
with a variety of competitive 
levels.  x

©Golf Course Industry

(Photo courtesy of Countryside Golf & Country Club)

President Trump Congratulates 
Victorious U.S. Presidents Cup Team

Minutes after the U.S. team 
secured victory in the 13th Pres-
idents Cup, the president himself 
sent a note of congratulations.

President Donald Trump sent 
the following tweet after Matt 
Kuchar made the cup-clinching 
putt to give the U.S. its 11th win 
in the biennial competition: 

“Congratulations to Tiger and 
the entire U.S. Team on a great 
comeback and tremendous WIN. 
True Champions!”

President Trump was on 
hand two years ago at Liberty 
National to award the U.S. the 
Presidents Cup trophy. He has 

played golf with a few of the 
current U.S. team members, 
including captain Tiger Woods, 

Justin Thomas and Dustin 
Johnson.  x

©Golf Channel
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to 3-0 and vaulted him into first 
place on the event’s career win 
list with an overall match record 
of 27-15-1.

It was Woods’s ninth Presi-
dents Cup as a player and first 
as a captain. He might have 
managed an even better game 
than he played in the United 
States’ 16-14, come-from-be-
hind victory. 

The United States’ opponents, 
the Internationals, also had a 
first-time captain, Ernie Els, a 
PGA Tour member who turned 
the appointment into another 
full-time job. He devoted the 
past year to studying statistics as 
if they were tea leaves. And he 
left no team-bonding exercise 
undone, so great was his obses-
sion with finding a way to turn 
around the fortunes of his team, 
which had only one victory in 
the 12 previous competitions.

Els, 50, gave his players wings, 
but he couldn’t make them soar. 
After jumping out to a 6-1 lead, 
the Internationals won only eight 
of the final 23 points, including 
four of the 12 available in Sun-
day’s deciding singles.

For Els, the loss was especially 
difficult to digest because he has 
spent the better part of his pro-
fessional playing career running 
headlong into the wall that is 
Woods. He finished second to 
him seven times in his career, 
including four times in majors. 

The 13th edition of the Pres-
idents Cup was going to be 
where Els’s luck turned. But in 
the end, the Americans, led on 
and off the course by Woods, 
were too good.

“Tiger, you got me,” Els said 
ruefully during the trophy pre-
sentation.

Woods, who turns 44 at the 
end of the month, was like Brad-
ley Cooper in “A Star Is Born,” 
earning kudos for both his direc-
tion and individual performance.

Matt Kuchar, who clinched the 
victory for the Americans, said, 
“It was really cool being part of 
this team and having Tiger as 
captain in that you get Tiger to 
speak up a little more.”

Kuchar, whose 5-foot birdie 

on the 17th hole gave him a 
1-up lead against Louis Oost-
huizen, guaranteeing the United 
States at least a half-point for 
the match, added, “We had a 
room full of some of the greatest 
golfers in the world, and when 
he speaks, we all listen.” 

Kuchar played the penultimate 
singles match. Woods sent him-
self out first because he wanted 
to finish early so he could spend 
the bulk of the day spurring the 
rest of the team around the fast, 
firm course.

But as he acknowledged af-
terward, he also jumped at the 
chance to pair himself against 
Ancer because he stated in an 
interview last month that he’d 
love to go up against Woods in 
singles.

Be careful what you wish for. 
Woods produced six birdies in 
the 16 holes. 

Woods sent out Patrick Reed 
third, against C.T. Pan, but not 
before he smoothed Reed’s 
path, working the officials as 
adroitly as any N.B.A. coach. 

On Saturday, after Reed, who 
partnered with Webb Simpson, 
was handed a third consecutive 
loss, Reed’s caddie, his brother-
in-law Kessler Karain, got into a 
physical altercation with one of 
the scores of hecklers who had 
been hounding Reed all week. 
They had called him a cheater 
and a disgrace because of an 
incident in Reed’s previous start, 
in the Bahamas, in which he was 
assessed a two-stroke penalty for 
clearing sand directly behind his 
ball during practice strokes.

Woods had been asked on 
Saturday if he thought the fans’ 
behavior was disrespectful, and 
his answer seemed directed at 
the tour officials running the 
event. “Have people said things 
that have been over the top?” 
Woods said. “Yes. I’ve heard it. 
I’ve been in the groups playing 
when it has happened, and I’ve 
been inside the ropes as a cap-
tain today witnessing it.”

Message delivered. The securi-
ty around Reed during his singles 
match was much more visible 
than at any other time during the 
week. At least four armed police 

officers walked the match. They 
waded into the stands or stopped 
alongside the gallery ropes to 
issue warnings to spectators who 
spoke out of turn. 

Karain sat out Sunday’s ses-
sion and was replaced on the 
bag by Reed’s swing coach, 
Kevin Kirk. Reed’s wife, Jus-
tine, who used to be his caddie, 
also was nowhere to be seen, 
depriving Reed of his two main 
pillars of support. She stayed 
back in the team room to avoid 
becoming an easy target for 
Reed’s critics.

Fortunately, Reed said, he had 
Woods in his corner, and in his 
ear.

“Tiger believed in me, and 
that’s why he threw me out 
early, to get the momentum,” 
Reed said. “Tiger’s such a great 
captain; it doesn’t matter wheth-
er you are 0 and 3, he’s going 
to get behind his guys no matter 
what, no matter what they’re 
doing or what’s going on.”

He added, “When you have 
that kind of support going on, 
that’s what makes you want to 
go out and battle.”

His teammates had said all week 
that Reed was a bear better left 
unprovoked, and he proved them 
right against Pan, making birdies 
on his first four holes — and five 
of his first six — to race to a 6-up 
lead after seven. 

When they realized they weren’t 
getting under Reed’s skin — he 
birdied eight of his 16 holes — 
the fans redirected their voices. 
Instead of rooting against him, 
they started shouting support for 
Pan, who cut the deficit to 2-up 
before bowing out, 4 and 2. 

Reed and Woods never trailed 
in their matches, and their fast 
starts created a wave of mo-
mentum that the rest of the 
Americans rode to the finish. 
Tony Finau, who played the 
No. 2 singles match, erased 
a 4-down deficit in the final 
eight holes of his match against 

Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama to 
salvage a half-point.

On his back nine, Finau said, 
he thought of the resilience dis-
played by his captain, who has 
returned from four back sur-
geries to win three individual 
tournaments, including the Mas-
ters, in the past 15 months. It 
inspired him to dig deeper.

“I basically told myself, I can’t 
give up on my teammates, my 
guys, my captain,” Finau said, 

adding, “We are very inspired to 
play for Tiger, with Tiger, and 
it’s so satisfying to win this Cup 
because of that.”

Woods, the player, had dis-
passionately disposed of Ancer, 
but Woods, the captain, shed 
tears when the team victory was 
clinched. “I love seeing other peo-
ple cry,” Steve Stricker, one of 
Woods’s assistant captains, said. 
“Especially Tiger Woods.” x

© The New York Times

Tiger Woods chose himself to fill a wild-card spot on the Presidents Cup, 
and he couldn’t have chosen better. (Speed Media/Icon Sportswire via Getty Images)
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New Balance Introduces 
Fresh Foam Technology

New Balance Golf is introduc-
ing its Science of Soft with its 
new golf footwear line featuring 
Fresh Foam technology.

New Balance’s Fresh Foam 
technology utilizes data-driven 
designs to determine zones in 
the midsole where altering levels 
of compression and resistance 
are aligned to provide ultra-soft 
cushioning and lateral stability.

The company first introduced 
Fresh Foam in performance 
running shoes and is now used 
across almost all categories of 
New Balance footwear.

Technology
CUSH+: A molded insole for 

superior comfort and lateral sta-
bility.

Fresh Foam: An innovative 
midsole with a data-driven de-
sign that identified zones in the 
midsole where altering levels 
of compression and resistance 
are aligned to provide ultra-soft 
cushioning and lateral stability.

Smart Rubber Outsole: 
The spikeless outsole on the 
Fresh Foam LinksSL has om-
ni-directional traction lugs with 
pressure mapping colors to high-
light key performance zones.

Fresh Foam LinksPro 
For the very first time, Fresh 

Foam LinksPro introduces the 
Fresh Foam to the fairways of 
golf.

The golf shoe features a wa-
terproof microfiber leather and 
performance mesh upper with 
a bootie construction for a sock-
like fit.

This shoe’s lacing system in-
corporates TPU eyestays for a 
lock-down fit and feel.

With a full-length Fresh Foam 
midsole, the LinksPro provides 
a cloud-like feel and comfort for 
the long haul.

The Exoskeleton TPU out-
sole is designed to move with 
the natural motion of the foot, 
and utilizes the FastTwist 3.0 
removable Pulsar cleats for ulti-
mate stability.  The Fresh Foam 
LinksPro is backed by a two-year 
waterproof warranty.
Specifications

Weight: 11.6 oz.
Colour: White/Black
Sizes: 8 -12, 13, 14, 15; 

Widths: D, 2E
Colour: Black
Sizes: 8 -12, 13, 14, 15, 16; 

Widths: D
Warranty: Two-year limited 

waterproof
Retail Pricing: $199.95
Availability: Spring 2020

Fresh Foam Links SL
The Fresh Foam Links SL of-

fers all the performance and 
technology of the Fresh Foam 
LinksPro, but features a water-
proof performance mesh upper 
and spikeless smart rubber out-
sole. The smart rubber outsole 
has pressure mapping colours to 
highlight key performance zones 
during the swing.

Specifications
Weight: 11.4 oz.
Colour: Black
Sizes: D 7 -12, 13, 14, 15, 

16; 2E 7 -12, 13, 14, 15; 4E  7 
-12, 13, 14, 15, 16

Colour: Grey
Sizes: D 7 -12, 13, 14, 15, 

16; 2E 7 -12, 13, 14, 15; 4E  8 
-12, 13, 14, 15, 16

Colour: White/Green
Sizes: D 9-12
Colour: Blue/White/Red 

(Available May 1, 2020)
Sizes: D 9-12
Warranty: Two-year limited 

waterproof
Retail Pricing: $149.95
Availability: Spring 2020

Women’s Fresh 
Foam Links SL

The Women’s Fresh Foam 
Links SL provides a high perfor-

mance spikeless golf shoe with 
comfort, fit and stability. The 
lightweight waterproof micro-
fiber leather and performance 
mesh upper combined with the 
Fresh Foam midsole and mold-
ed CUSH+ insole is pure com-
fort on every step. Backed by a 
two-year waterproof warranty, 
the forefoot has a welded wa-
ter-guard for added protection.
Specifications

Weight: 9.0 oz.
Colour: Black, Grey, White
Sizes: 6-11; Widths: B, D in 

Black Only
Warranty: Two-year limited 

waterproof
Retail Pricing: $149.95
Availability: Spring 2020
New Balance is distributed 

in Canada by G&G Golf Com-
pany.  x

©GolfNewsNow.ca
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resort apart from every other in 
Vegas.

“The next closest good golf 
course is 45 minutes away,” 
Spiegel said. “We know there’s 
a strong relationship between 
golf and gambling [in the casino], 
and a lot of gambling goes on be-
tween players on the golf course.”

Golf has been absent from 
Wynn and the Strip since 2017 
when then-Chief Executive Steve 
Wynn shuttered the course to 
replace it with Wynn Paradise 
Park. The plan was to create 
a sprawling hotel, convention 
center and entertainment venue 
whose focal point would be a 
grand lake with a white sand 
beach and water skiing. Not long 
after the bulldozers moved in, 
Wynn resigned in 2018 amid 
sexual misconduct allegations, 
which he denies.

“Not only did we notice we 
lost 16,000 rounds of golf out 
there, 70% of which were cash, 
but we lost probably $10 million 
to $15 million worth of domestic 
casino business,” Wynn Resorts 
Chief Executive Matt Maddox 
said on an earnings call last year 
discussing the decision to scrap 
the lake.

“We weren’t really interested 
in building a large public swim-
ming pool for the Las Vegas 
Strip,” Maddox said. “Now … 
we can put our golf course back 
in as an amenity.”

Maddox and his team wasted 
no time recruiting golf course ar-
chitect Tom Fazio and son Logan 
to design the Wynn’s new course. 
The par-70 routing plays slightly 
shorter than Fazio’s original 2005 
design but incorporates hundreds 

of mature trees, new greens, tees, 
eight entirely new holes — and a 
cash prize for anyone who lands 
a hole-in-one on No. 18.

Much of the impetus to recon-
struct the golf course was rooted 
in Wynn’s customer demograph-
ics, Spiegel said.

“When you look at table 
games, the players are predomi-
nantly male, and our golf course 
skews the same way,” Spiegel 
said, adding that Wynn’s custom-
ers “are typically a group of guys 
who come to gamble and play 
golf and didn’t have a lot to do 
while their partners were in the 
spa. We brought the golf course 
back for them.”

Wynn’s management is also 
mindful that nearly a quarter of 
all Las Vegas visitors are South-
ern California residents.

“We want to make it easy for 
golfers who seek a luxury expe-
rience to come here. There are 
amazing golf courses in L.A., 
but every golfer wants to play 
a new course. And playing golf 
here will be more than just meet-
ing your buddies for a Saturday 
round at home.”

Earlier this month, Wynn 
re-instituted free parking for all 
guests, a move that many hope 
will begin a trend throughout 
the city.

Next year, the resort will 
debut new restaurants from 
chef Thomas Keller overlooking 
the 18th green, and a contem-
porary Mexican concept from 
chef Enrique Olvera, adding to 
a fine-dining mix that already 
includes the well-regarded Costa 
Di Mare and SW Steakhouse.

“We’d never create a ho-hum 
golf experience at Wynn,” Spie-

gel said. “We take huge pride 
in everything we do, and we’ve 
done the same thing with the 
golf course. Imagine coming off 
the course and having a Thomas 
Keller steak or hamburger here. 
This is going to be a flawless 
experience.”

Info: Green fee costs $550, 
including forecaddies and cart. 
Golfers with a room reservation at 
Wynn Las Vegas or Encore can se-
cure tee times 90 days in advance. 
Nonresort guests can reserve tee 
times 30 days in advance. Tee 
times: (702) 770-4653. x

© The Los Angeles Times

Wynn
(Continued from Page 1)

Couples: Woods Sat Saturday of Presidents 
Cup Because He Wasn’t Physically Right

Tiger Woods received all sorts 
of criticism on Saturday of the 
Presidents Cup when he decid-
ed to sit himself out of both the 
fourballs and foursomes sessions 
with his team well behind.

Woods looked like a lock to 
play four, possibly even all five 
sessions after going 2-0-0 while 
partnered with Justin Thomas 
over the first two days.

Then came the peculiar de-
cision to bench himself, offer-
ing only this explanation at the 
time, “You have to do what 
is best for the team, and I’m 

getting ready for singles tomor-
row.’’

But speaking on his Sirius XM 
Radio show, Fred Couples of-
fered clarification on the situa-
tion, saying Woods told his assis-
tant captains over their headsets 
early on Saturday that his body 
wasn’t physically ready to go at 
all that day, and Woods didn’t 
waiver despite the best attempts 
by Couples, Steve Stricker, Zach 
Johnson to sway him.

“At about 10 o’c lock, 
(Woods) said, ‘Guys, my body is 
not going to let me go. I’m not 

going to play this afternoon,’” 
Couples said on the radio. “Of 
course, Stricker hopped on and 
said, ‘Tiger please, can you go 
in right now and get loose and 
warm.’ He said, ‘Strick, I can’t 
do it.’ Zach said, “Tiger, are 
you sure, you sure?’ (Woods) 
said, ‘I believe in the team,’ 
and I’m like, ‘Yeah, so do I, but 
I believe that you need to be 
playing.’’’

Couples said it was “maybe 
the first time I ever wanted to 
throw up’’ when he heard the 
news. At the time, the Ameri-
cans were down 9-5 to the In-
ternationals, but even without 
Woods, the U.S. closed the gap 
to 10-8 by the end of Saturday.

“There was like a 10-minute 
gasp and then we got over it,’’ 
Couples said. “We regrouped 
and made a new team and they 
went out and won.’’

It still took a 8-4 singles rally 
for the the U.S. to win their 
eighth straight Presidents Cup, 
with Woods setting the tone 
early by winning the first point 
on Sunday over Abraham Ancer.

Woods has been bothered all 
year by physical ailments stemming 
from his surgically fused back. 

He also had arthroscopic surgery 
on his left knee in August. x

© Golf Channel
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“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Helendale Derm • 3x5 • 022519 • JT  trish@helendalederm.com

“When I discovered NeoGraft®,  
I thought, This makes sense. 

I followed it through FDA approval, 
made sure the results left minimal  
scarring, and then was the first to  
bring it to Rochester.” 
~ Dr. Arthur Elizabeth Arthur M.D.

500 Helendale Rd. Suite 100, Rochester  ■  585.266.5420  ■  HelendaleDermatology.com

NeoGraft® Hair Transplant
A SOLUTION FOR HAIR LOSS

■ Minimally Invasive 
■ Most Advanced Method Available
■ Leaves Behind No Scars
■ 48 Hour Recovery Rate
■ 92-98% Success Rate
■  Upon Completion,  

Natural Hair Growth Takes Over

Address your hair loss and restore  
your self-image at Helendale today!
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“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Bodine • 2x5 • 121219 • JT bodineunlimited@aol.com

    

5480 County Rd. 36, Honeoye, ny 14471
585.367.2904 • bodineunlimitedtours.com
Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

CONCERTS ~ WINTER FUN ~ BUFFALO!
All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Dinner (your own tix) .......$90+
Key Bank Ctr. Ride, dinner, Club Seats, Dep. 4:30pm .... $290+
2/26 The Lumineers w/Mt. Joy
3/7 Kane Brown, Chris Lane, Russell D
8.13 Def Leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+
8/15 Billy Joel @ New Era Field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+

NY YANKEE HOME GAMES Dep. 2am .... $210+ 
Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
5/9 Red Sox 5/28 Twins 6/27 Cubs
7/8 Mets 7/25 Bosox TBA OldTimers

YANKEE OVERNIGHT TRIP Fenway Park $520+ 
8/1-2 Yankees @ RedSox 1 game, Dep. 8am

NCAA HOOPS MARCH MADNESS Albany
3/19 @ TU Center - 4 games
2nd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 7AM, Exit 44 ................ $340+
3rd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 9AM, Exit 44 ................. $360+ 

EARLY WINTER SKI TRIPS  Sugarbush, 
Killington, Gore, WFace, Eldora, A-Basin Rocky Roady??? 

BUFFALO SABRES HOME GAMES
Dep. 4pm Henrietta or LeRoy .......................................... $145+
w/light pregame meal, tix in S319, Club add $50+
12/27 Bruins 1/2 Oilers 1/14 BlackKnights
2/16 Leafs 3/5 Penguins 3/9 Capitals
3/15 H-Canes 3/22 Rangers 4/1 Flyers

ORANGE BASKETBALL @ CARRIER DOME . $140+
Dep. 4 Hours Before Tipoff Exit 44, Park & Ride
12/28 Niagara Purple 2/1 Duke Blue Devils.............$190+ 
2/8 Wake Forest 2/29 NC Tar Heels..................$170+

BUFFALO FOOTBALL @ NEW ERA FIELD
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Bus Dep. 7:40AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $170+  
50 yard line S333-334 $210+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $310+

(Playoff Implications), 12/29 Jets
2020 Chiefs, Chargers, Rams, Seahawks, Fish

**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $120-$140+ pp

BUFFALO ROAD TRIPS WITH BODINE
1/11-12 NFL @ New England Patriots OR maybe, just maybe  ...
 in Buffalo!! Deposits get you in the 
 door!! Stay tuned!!!!......  $550+

1/xx Buffalo Home Playoff Game..$270+
  Depart 5 hr. B4 Kickoff Pittsford
1/xx-xx Buffalo Road Playoff Game...$510+
6/27-28 NASCAR Pocono 400 & 
 Cubs @ Yanks........................$530+
8/16 NASCAR @ The Glen Front stretch w/tgate ............... $180+
 Cold Pit Walk pass included, Dep. 7am Cnga
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“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Far View Golf Course • 2x3 • 102819 • JT   Email: info@farviewgc.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

FARVIEW  
GOLF COURSE
2419 Avon Geneseo Rd, Avon 
226-8210 • farviewgc.com

* Per person. Specials include  
league fees if you choose to join 
one or more. Cart fees not included. 
Walking is permitted at all times.  

Mon–Fri $329*
Mon–Sun $429*

TWO YEAR
MEMBERSHIPS

UNLIMITED GOLF
through end of 2021 season

Visit farviewgc.com for application  
or email info@farviewgc.com

SPACES LIMITED 
SPECIAL ENDS FEBRUARY 1ST
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Why Am I Still Working at 95?
by W. GIFFORD-JONES M.D.
I’m often asked, “Why don’t 

you stop working?” It’s a good 
question as many of my friends 
have left this planet. But I don’t 
want to get rusty, so I’m happy 
to have a work routine. Besides, 
an article from the Harvard 
Medical School indicates there 
are health benefits to working 
longer. 

At the time of the Roman 
Empire, people often died in 
their twenties. Infectious dis-
eases were the primary cause 
of death.

Nicole Maestas, an associate 
professor of health policy at Har-
vard studies the economics of 
aging, health and disability. She 
says, “Today, people who reach 
65 years of age, will on average 
live to 84 years for men and 86 
for women. So it’s natural they 

may be working longer.”
Maestas says there are many 

reasons. For instance, there are 
more jobs in today’s information 
economy requiring less physical 
work. People are also in better 
health than 50 years ago. 

She adds, “People are also 
better educated and that some, 
due to a longer life, must work 
to support themselves.” The 
U.S. Bureau of Statistics reports 
that 32 percent of people ages 
65 to 69 are working and 19 
percent, ages 70 to74, are em-
ployed.  

But will working longer in-
crease longevity? The Journal of 
Epidemiology and Community 
Health reports that an 18 year 
study of 3,000 people shows 
even working one more year be-
yond retirement was associated 

Cherish Your Hearing For Life
by JENNIFER GEHLEN, AU.D.
One out of every six people 

lives with some degree of hear-
ing loss, and the earlier you 
have your hearing evaluated 
and treated by a professional, 
the better your outcome. These 
facts and hints can help:

What Is Hearing Loss?
Experts have identified mul-

tiple potential causes of hear-
ing loss, including aging, noise 
exposure, head or ear injuries, 
infections and chronic illness-
es. If you experience any of 
these symptoms, have your 

hearing checked:
• Decreased attention
• Trouble communicating with 

others
• Irritability, stress, depression
• Withdrawal from social life
• Memory loss
• Reluctance to try new things 

or visit unfamiliar places
• Declining performance at 

work.
Other signs include needing 

to raise the volume on audio 
sources (especially if others 
complain the sound is already 
turned up too high), thinking 
that people are always mum-
bling or talking too softly, and 
frequently asking others to re-
peat themselves. 

Addressing Hearing 
Loss Relieves Mental 
Exhaustion 

Wherever there’s a high level 
of ambient noise, holding a 
conversation requires concen-
tration and effort. If you have 
unaddressed hearing loss, it can 
be downright exhausting. You 
cannot keep up with multiple 
conversations going on around 
you without exerting significant 
effort to listen and understand. 
Trying to actively participate 
eventually leaves you so weary 
you might start to avoid social-
izing altogether.

Rather than missing out, con-
sider what hearing aids can do. 
Current models include technol-

ogy that continuously monitors 
your listening environment and 
singles out the dominant speak-
er while reducing background 
noise. Some people find they 
can actually hear better than 
their companions with “normal” 
hearing in very loud surround-
ings.

Enjoy the Great 
Outdoors Again

Wind and other environmen-
tal sounds make it difficult to 
understand what others are say-
ing outside. Hearing aids today 
can help you hear every word 
clearly by singling out speech 
while suppressing interference. 
Some devices use motion sen-
sors from an iPhone to adjust 
their focus to a friend’s voice, 
while still helping you hear 
sounds vital to safety, such as 
an oncoming car.

No More Echo
Sounds reflecting off hard 

surfaces create reverberation—
echoes that can interfere with 
understanding speech. Auto-
matic programs can all but 
eliminate irritating echoes, de-
livering cleaner, clearer and eas-
ier-to-understand speech. 

Enjoy Music
Modern hearing aids are ex-

pertly configured to enable en-
joyment of music to the fullest 
whether you’re listening to a 
concert, home stereo system or 
even onstage yourself. Hearing 
aids with high-definition music 

programs can deliver the ideal 
acoustic balance to your ears in 
each situation with quality and 
completeness.

Telephonophobia or 
Hearing Loss?

In previous generations, 
hearing aid wearers didn’t like 
using phones because their de-
vices would emit a high-pitched 
whine when next to a phone re-
ceiver. Plus, older devices often 
failed to provide enough voice 
clarity to significantly improve 
phone conversations.

Advances in wireless connec-
tivity options have all but elim-
inated this. Now you can stream 
phone calls directly into both 
ears, in stereo, using Bluetooth 
technology.

The Choice Is Yours
There’s no “one size fits all” 

answer to hearing loss because 
every person is uniquely affect-
ed. Fortunately, a wide range 
of hearing aids is available that 
can be tailored to your individ-
ual degree of hearing loss, spe-
cific ear anatomy, and personal 
lifestyle. 

Your first move upon ac-
knowledging you might have 
hearing loss should be to con-
tact a hearing care professional 
and arrange to have your hear-
ing tested and formally diag-
nosed. 

For further facts on prevent-
ing hearing loss, go to www.
signiausa.com. 9 –NAPS
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Monroe Extinguisher • 2x5 • 120215 • SH  Fax/Email: tcurtin@monroeextinguisher.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Monroe extinguisher 

roChester • BuFFALo
sYrACuse • eLMirA

235-3310
105 DoDge st.

24/7 “on the spot” service 

www.Monroeextinguisher.com

restaurants • service stations
Computer rooms • hospitals 
Flammable storage rooms

Fire extinguishers, Cabinets & Accessories,  
emergency Lighting, Automatic systems,  
Kitchen exhaust hoods...

•     sales, service, 
Consultation & training

• engineered Clean Agent
• All special hazards

We recharge your 
extinguishers

MONROE
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“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Eggland’s Best • 3x5 • 101419 • JT  fax: 759-8687

No other egg provides 10 times more Vitamin E, 6 times more Vitamin D, 
and 25% less saturated fat. Plus, more of the delicious, fresh-from-the-farm 
taste everyone loves. Your love for your family isn’t ordinary, so why serve 

ordinary eggs? Give them only the best — Egglands’s Best.

FARM FRESH

EGG •LAND’S
BESTEBQ

U

A
L I T Y

A P P R O

V
E

D

Better Taste. Better Nutrition.
Better Eggs.®

 u
Certified by the
Orthodox Union

egglandsbest.com

NLY
Eggland’s Best lets you show the love so tastefully.
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Don’t Risk Life and Limb: Know the Signs of Peripheral Artery Disease
Many people dismiss leg pain 

as a normal sign of aging. But for 
8.5 million Americans, the cause 
of their pain can be a life- or 
limb-threatening condition called 
peripheral artery disease (PAD). 
Everyone, especially those at 
highest risk, should know the 
signs of PAD and know how to 
prevent and treat it. With new 
drugs on the horizon, health 
plan coverage for exercise thera-
py, improvements in procedures 
to treat advanced disease, and 
new treatment guidelines for 
health care providers, there are 
now more tools than ever to 
combat this disease. Unfortu-
nately, the disease often goes un-
detected and untreated although 
it’s more common than atrial 
fibrillation and heart failure.

What is PAD? PAD happens 
when fatty deposits build up in 
arteries in the legs and feet. The 
condition is often undiagnosed, 
yet ignoring the signs of PAD is 
dangerous. Not only does it in-

crease your risk for heart attack 
and stroke, these blockages can 
restrict circulation to the legs 
and feet. Left untreated, PAD 
can end in amputation. Ciga-
rette smokers have the highest 
risk — so high, in fact, that PAD 
screening should be routine in 
smokers. People with diabetes 
and those with cardiovascular 
risk factors such as high blood 
pressure, obesity or physical 
inactivity are also at risk.

What can I do about it? Sim-
ple measures can catch PAD 
before it’s too late. You can 
manage or reverse it with prop-
er care. If you have risk fac-
tors, take your socks off at the 
doctor’s office. Your socks and 
shoes cover up many of the 
signs of this crippling disease:

Leg pain: The most common 
symptom of peripheral artery 
disease in the legs is painful 
muscle cramping in the hips, 
thighs or calves when walk-
ing, climbing stairs or exercis-

ing. The pain often goes away 
after a few minutes of resting. 
This type of pain is called in-
termittent claudication. Thanks 
to a recent ruling, it’s easier 
for people to keep PAD from 
getting worse. The Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 
now covers supervised exercise 
therapy for people with inter-
mittent claudication. You may 
be eligible for up to 36 sessions 
during a 12-week period with 
an optional second round of 
treatment. Ask your doctor if 
this therapy is available to you.

Skin problems or discolor-
ation on your legs and feet: Be 
aware of redness or other color 
changes in the skin on your legs 
and feet. Temperature changes 
may also be noticeable — your 
feet will feel cooler than other 
parts of your leg.

Leg or foot wounds that are 
slow to heal: If cuts or other 
wounds on your feet or toes 
aren’t improving after a couple 

of weeks, you should ask about 
PAD.

Poor nail growth: Slow-grow-
ing or thickened toenails can be 
a sign of reduced blood flow to 
the legs and feet.

Even if you aren’t having 
symptoms, if you have risk fac-
tors, you should be screened 

regularly. Early detection and 
treatment are key. Speak to 
your doctor about any prob-
lems you’re having with your 
legs and feet.

For more information about 
PAD management, visit the 
American Heart Association at 
www.heart.org/PAD. 9 –NAPS
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PRIMARY CARE • HEALTH ASSESSMENTS • CARE COORDINATION • MEDICATION REVIEW

Jewish Senior Life’s Physician House Calls program brings a team of skilled, 
compassionate healthcare professionals and a wide range of services—directly to 
your home. Our doctor provides one-on-one primary care, medical assessments, and 
coordination of care with other home health services. The Physician House Calls team 
will work with you to develop a comprehensive care plan that will give you and your 
family peace of mind. This program is available to individuals 65 years and older.

Call (585) 244-5993 or visit jslphysicianhousecalls.org
A service of Jewish Senior Life

2021 Winton Road South, Rochester, NY 14618

“Dr. Baratta is 
wonderful. I feel 

comfortable when
she is here; she’s so

welcoming and 
makes me smile.”

- Lily Physician House Calls
patient since 2010
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Family Footcare • 2x3 • 090711 • SH  Fax: -

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Dr. Douglas Ring • Dr. Robert Peel
FAMILY FOOT CARE CENTER

BRIGHTON
2101 Lac de Ville Blvd, Suite 3  

(585) 244-1150 

WILLIAMSON 
4418 Ridge Rd. East 

(315) 589-9959

Are you suffering from Bunions?

Dr. Ring and  
Dr. Peel can help!

with a 9-11 percent lower risk of 
dying, regardless of health.

Another study of 83,000 older 
people over 15 years, published 
by the Journal Preventing 
Chronic Disease, had this in-
teresting finding. Those who 
worked past age 65 were about 
three times more likely to say 
they were in good health and 
half as likely to have serious 
health problems, such as heart 
disease and cancer, than those 
who had retired!

Other studies have linked 
working past retirement with 
a decreased risk of heart attack 
and dementia.

But postponing retirement 
is not always a prudent deci-
sion. For instance, if you have 
a stressful job that you hate, 
retiring sooner may add years 
to your life, as stress can kill. 
A study of 14,000 people, pub-
lished in the British Medical 
Journal, found retiring was 
linked to a substantial reduction 
of physical fatigue and depres-
sive symptoms. 

Like most things in life, it all 
depends. But I believe there are 
few things in life that are better 
than getting up each day to a 
job you truly enjoy.

So back to that question, 
“Why don’t you stop working?” 
My answer is a very simple one. 
I am fortunate to have enjoyed 
a surgical practice and medical 

journalism for so many years. 
There are agonizing times in 
surgery when you have to tell 
a family that there is nothing 
further that can be done to save 
a loved one. This is when you 
wish you had decided to be an 
engineer or sell used cars.

In journalism you also soon 
realize that constant newspa-
per deadlines never leave you. 
And that you can’t expect all 
readers or editors to love you 
all the time.

But so long as readers respond 
positively, Hell will freeze over 
before I stop writing. In fact, 
finding a way to keep contrib-
uting, even after I’m gone, is 
part of the reason for my new 
website.

Getting older has its problems 
but there are some benefits. 
Abraham Lincoln recognized 
this when he once remarked, 
“In the end, it’s not the years in 
your life that count. It’s the life 
in your years.”  

And Aristotle correctly re-
marked, “There are no boy phi-
losophers.” Einstein also philos-
ophized, “I have reached an 
age when, if someone tells me 
to wear socks, I don’t have to.”

A former patient often sends 
me a joke. She knows I believe 
laughter is good for one’s health. 
Come what may, I plan to keep 
on working, and laughter shall be 
my medicine. 9 –The Doctor Game
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Barrow to Step Down as CBS 
Prepares for More Golf Changes

by DOUG FERGUSON
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— CBS Sports, which already 
has gone through additions and 
subtractions going into its golf 
season, had one of the biggest 
changes when Lance Barrow an-
nounced he was stepping down 
as producer after the 2020 sea-
son.

Barrow will be succeeded by 
Sellers Shy, who will increase his 
duties next year.

Shy will be only the third 
coordinating producer for golf 
at CBS over the last 60 years. 
Frank Chirkinian had that role 
from 1959 until he retired in 
1996 and was replaced by Bar-
row.

Barrow first joined CBS in 
1976 as a spotter and research-
er for Pat Summerall during NFL 
games. In addition to golf, he 
was coordinating producer of 
the NFL and lead producer from 
2004 to 2017, along with pro-
ducing four Super Bowls. He has 
won 12 Emmy Awards at CBS.

Barrow stays on in an advisory 
role.

“For over 40 years, Lance has 
embodied the tradition and his-
tory of CBS Sports golf and set 

the standard of excellence in golf 
production,” said Sean McMa-
nus, chairman of CBS Sports. 
“He is a golf institution and has 
been a tremendous ambassador 
of the sport on behalf of CBS 
Sports.”

Shy first worked with CBS 
as a spotter during the 1987 
Danny Thomas Memphis Classic 
in Memphis. He has produced 
the PGA Tour, NFL, NCAA 
basketball and highlight shows 

for the Masters and PGA Cham-
pionship during his career at 
CBS. Shy currently produces the 
Asia Pacific Amateur and Latin 
America Amateur.

Over the last few months, the 
contracts of Peter Kostis and 
Gary McCord were not renewed. 
Davis Love III is joining CBS in 
an analyst’s role. Frank Nobi-
lo will go to CBS Sports on a 
full-time basis, with additional 
roles for Mark Immelman and his 

brother, former Masters champi-
on Trevor Immelman. CBS also 
has hired Michelle Wie.

TV DEAL
Sports Business Journal is 

reporting on a new television 
contract with the PGA Tour that 
looks similar to the one in place 
now, with one big change at the 
end of the year.

In a daily newsletter, John 
Ourand of Sports Business 
Journal cited multiple sources 
in reporting that CBS and NBC 
have agreed on broad terms 
that would keep them as the 
main networks for PGA Tour 
coverage. SBJ says the rights 
fee would increase by about 
60% and that the deal would 
be another nine-year agreement 
through 2030.

SBJ also reported the tour 
has agreed to terms with Golf 
Channel.

The change, according to the 
newsletter, is that CBS and NBC 
would alternate years covering 
the FedEx Cup playoffs. Cur-
rently, CBS broadcasts the first 
playoff event, with NBC hav-
ing the BMW Championship 
and Tour Championship. That 

would be the first time for CBS 
to broadcast the Tour Champi-
onship, which previously was 
shown only on ABC and then 
NBC during the FedEx Cup era.

Any deal is not expected to be 
finalized or announced until the 
first quarter of next year.

Still to be determined are dig-
ital rights for PGA Tour cover-
age, which currently belong to 
NBC Sports as part of the live 
streaming “PGA Tour Live” of 
featured groups before network 
coverage begins. SBJ says ESPN 
and Discovery are part of the 
negotiations; Discovery currently 
has international rights.

Another part of the puzzle 
is what this deal means for the 
LPGA Tour, which is having 
the PGA Tour negotiate its 
next TV contract. Golf Channel 
broadcasts the majority of LPGA 
events, and there were times 
that LPGA events were shown 
on tape delay. Golf Channel also 
has a current deal to air the PGA 
Tour Champions and Korn Ferry 
Tour events.

MASTERS PUSH
With most of the attention on 

RDGA Preparing Local Golfers, Golf Clubs, for  
New World Handicap System ‘Cutover’ on January 6

The concept of one worldwide, 
universal golf handicap system — 
one that any player in any country 
can take with them to wherever 
they play golf and have it applied 
in just the same way they use it at 
their home course — has been 
years in the making.

Come Monday, January 6, 
that concept becomes reality 
as the new World Handicap 
System (WHS) goes live for the 
first time.

Although many avid golfers — 
near and far — have heard about 
the WHS, many other golfers have 
yet to learn about the new system. 
Locally, the Rochester District 
Golf Association has been busy 
this fall getting the word out about 
the WHS — first, to its more 
than 70 Member Clubs and or-
ganizations who actively use the 
current system (the USGA Hand-
icap System) and now, as the 
WHS prepares to launch, to the 
rest of its nearly 13,000 local 
GHIN Handicap-using members.

As an official Allied Golf Asso-

ciation of the USGA, the RDGA 
is the local “franchise” of the 
USGA and has been tasked 
to communicate this message 
about the WHS.

“On January 1, 2020, the 
World Handicap System will 
officially launch in the United 
States, delivering the first uni-
versal Rules of Handicapping 
for all golfers. For the first time 
in the U.S., every Handicap 
Index will now be computed 
through a centralized database 
to ensure consistency and in-
tegrity in every number,” said a 
recent email from the RDGA to 
its members.

“In anticipation of this signifi-
cant change, golfers in the U.S. 
will NOT be able to post scores 
or access their Handicap Index 
between January 1-5, 2020 as 
we migrate to the new tech-
nology. Starting on January 6, 
golfers will be able to post any 
scores they missed during this 
temporary down time, and any 
rounds played between January 

1 — 5 will be used for handicap-
ping purposes under the new 
World Handicap System.”

Since late summer, the RDGA 
has been busy communicating 
these changes to representatives 
of its Member Clubs throughout 
the Rochester area — including 
a series of four WHS seminars, 
which were attended by club 
handicap chairs, head profes-
sionals and other club officials. In 
fact, these educational sessions 
were mandated by the USGA for 
any club that will be using WHS 
beginning in 2020. As a result of 
these local seminars, nearly 75 
percent of all clubs in the RDGA 
have become officially certified in 
the use of WHS.

Now that the clubs have most-
ly all been trained in WHS, the 
RDGA is making sure that rank-
and-file golfers throughout the 
area also know what to expect 
from the changes that will occur 
when the USGA Handicap Sys-
tem turns over to the WHS.

Included in the recent email 

to RDGA members was a list of 
five things that every golfer who 
has an official handicap needs 
to know about WHS, including:
• The Handicap Index Calcula-

tion is changing
• You will have a new Playing 

Handicap
• Net Double Bogey will replace 

ESC
• You will have a more respon-

sive Handicap Index updates
• Safeguards have been added 

to protect your handicap 
Index
Part of the “more responsive” 

Handicap updates noted in item 
No.4 include “daily” handicap 
updates. In other words, when 
golfers post a score for handi-
cap purposes, they will receive 
a new, adjusted, handicap via 
email by the following day — 
rather than the former “eRevi-
sions” that were sent out on the 
1st and 15th of every month.

The RDGA-issued GHIN 
Handicap app that many golf-
ers currently use will also be 

getting an update as a result of 
the WHS launch on January 
6. This update — which will 
happen automatically if golfers 
already have the app installed 
on their phones and mobile de-
vices — will include new fea-
tures such as hole-by-hole score 
posting, statistical tracking (such 
as fairways made, greens in reg-
ulation, putts, etc.), as well as 
posted scores that automatically 
account for a player’s handicap. 
All a golfer needs to do is input 
their raw score into the system 
and the system calculates their 
“net” score based on their cur-
rent handicap.

The new WHS represents a 
major upgrade and improve-
ment over the former handi-
capping system — one that the 
RDGA hopes that more golfers 
use in the new year. And for 
those golfers who have ques-
tions about the new system, the 
RDGA recommends contacting 
their local club representatives 
or the RDGA office.  x
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International team player Abraham Ancer of Mexico plays his second 
shot on the 6th hole in his singles match during the President’s Cup golf 
tournament at Royal Melbourne Golf Club in Melbourne, Sunday, Dec. 
15. (AP Photo/Andy Brownbill)
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Haney Suing PGA Tour after Firing from Radio Show

Hank Haney filed a lawsuit in 
U.S. District Court against the 
PGA Tour Wednesday claim-
ing that the circuit “improperly 
intimidated, enticed and threat-
ened Sirius XM Radio” to have 
the radio host fired.

The lawsuit claims that Haney 
was terminated because the 
Tour wanted to “settle an old 
score relating to professional 
golfer Tiger Woods.” Haney’s 
dismissal stemmed from a com-
ment he made during his show 
in May regarding the possible 
winner of the U.S. Women’s 
Open.

Asked by co-host Steve John-
son who he thought would win 
the event Haney said, “a Kore-
an,” before adding, “I couldn’t 
name you six players on the 
LPGA Tour. Maybe I could. 
Well… I’d go with Lee. If I didn’t 
have to name a first name, I’d 
get a bunch of them right.”

The Tour’s policy is to not 
comment on ongoing litigation.

Haney apologized for the 
comment and was initially sus-
pended by Sirius XM Radio 
before ultimately being fired, 
which he claims “cost [Haney] 
advertising revenues that would 
have amounted to millions of 
dollars over the life of the agree-
ment.”
According to the lawsuit, the 
Tour had “long attempted 
to disrupt and interfere in 
Haney’s business” following 
the release of his book, 
“The Big Miss,” in 2012 
that chronicled his years 
as Woods’ swing coach. 

•  •  •

Two Teams, 
One Owner

by DOUG FERGUSON
MELBOURNE, Australia — 

Ernie Els has finished second 
to Tiger Woods more than 
any other player, and he never 
looked more spectacular doing 
it than as captain in the Presi-

dents Cup.
“OK, you got me,” Els said 

to him with a wry grin during 
the closing ceremony at Royal 
Melbourne.

Was it really a surprise?
Sure, the Americans were the 

first team to rally from a deficit 
on the final day to win the Pres-
idents Cup, and it was their first 
in any cup since a four-point 
comeback in the Ryder Cup at 
Brookline in 1999. Some con-
text is required. They’ve won 
the Ryder Cup only twice since 
then, and they hardly ever lose 
the Presidents Cup.

Even with a 10-8 lead going 
into singles, Els and his Interna-
tional team were playing against 
a stacked deck, as usual.

It wasn’t as bad as the time 
Els trailed Woods by 10 shots 
going into the final round at 
Pebble Beach in the U.S. Open. 
Still, it didn’t seem like a fair 
fight.

The Internationals had only 
two players among the top 20 
in the world ranking. Woods’ 
team had 10 players from the 
top 20, and that didn’t even in-
clude the injured Brooks Koep-
ka at No. 1 in the world. Two 
of the four wild-card selections 
for the Americans, including 
Woods, won majors this year. In 
the singles session, the outcome 
felt inevitable.

Els was gracious in defeat, 
and also gutted.

He had fashioned 12 players 
representing nine flags into a 
team with identity and purpose. 

The logo he created for the 
International team was a com-
bination of shields and badges 
culled from history that spoke 
to unity and loyalty, friendship, 
strength and fight. And they had 
a chance, which is more than 
they’ve had some years.

“If you compare our team 
on paper with other teams in 
other sport, you would have 
laughed us out of the building,” 
Els said. “But we gave it a hell 
of a go and we came mightily 
close to winning and upsetting 
one of the greatest golf teams 
of all time.”

But they didn’t.
And it won’t get any easier 

the next time. Or the time after 
that.

This is about more than world 
rankings and experience, about 
which team looks better on 
paper. Because if it were, then 
how to explain the Ryder Cup? 
Europe is strong now. It wasn’t 
always. It still has an 11-8-1 
lead over the United States dat-
ing to 1979, the start of the 
modern era.

But while the Ryder Cup is 
billed as a contest between the 
flags of two continents, it’s re-
ally between two tours.

The European Tour picks the 
venue (it usually goes to the high-
est bidder these days). It has full 
control of all operations. Paris 
last year felt like a home game 
— the course, not just the crowd 
— just as Hazeltine was for the 
Americans.

The Presidents Cup is a 

match between two teams, one 
owner.

The PGA Tour selects the 
site. The PGA Tour picks the 
captains, though not without 
heavy input from all the key 
people on the International 
side.

That magnificent logo Els cre-
ated for the International team? 
He said it required PGA Tour 
approval. The support staff for 
the International team are PGA 
Tour employees, even if they 
hail from countries outside the 
U.S.

The money — the Presidents 
Cup sells extremely well — stays 
with one organization every 
time.

That’s not why the Americans 
win, and Els wasn’t suggesting 
that. They win because they 
play better golf and hole more 
putts. There is a comfort level 
at the Presidents Cup they don’t 
experience in the Ryder Cup.

“I know it’s a PGA Tour-sanc-
tioned event, OK?” Els said. 
“But to really be able to do what 
you need to do, you need to be 
almost a separate... you need to 
be away from the PGA Tour.”

Nothing personal. He paused 
to pat the back of Mark Wil-
liams, who played professionally 
in Australia and now works as a 
media official for the PGA Tour. 
Last week, he was assigned to 
the International team and fit 
right in.

“I love these guys. They work 
for the tour and all that,” Els 
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Downstairs Cabaret Announces Productions for December & January
The I-Won’t-Be-Home-
For-Christmas Club — 
December 20-22

Patrick Dewane (creator and 
performer of The Accidental 
Hero) has written a new play, 
The I -Won’t -Be-Home-for- 
Christmas Club. Strange things 
happen out on the road. Partic-
ularly at Christmas time. A local 
World War II soldier dressed as 
St. Nick for the orphans of Wiltz, 
Luxemboug. Thirty years later, it 
changed his life. Another soldier 
at war found pure peace in the 
middle of a battle, while children 
stuck at the Mayo Clinic found 

magic in a Christmas visit. The 
three stories echo the first Christ-
mas where they weren’t home 
for the holiday. Rochester’s own 
Richard Brookins is featured 
in this heartwarming and sur-
prising new show. His life was 
changed by his act of kindness 
in war, a reminder we never re-
ally know how we impact others. 
A wonderful family experience 
you won’t soon forget!

The Uncle Louie Variety 
Show Holiday Special — 
December 26-28

The Uncle Louie Variety Show 

comedy has been taking the 
Italian-American communities 
by storm. They’ve been making 
people laugh for years with their 
characters and sketches that 
put smiles on peoples’ faces 
and bring back memories of 
growing up Italian. They will 
make a stop in Rochester for 3 
nights of laughter with a holiday 
special. Special guests for the 
evening will be singers George 
DeMott and Sam Vaccaro. Pro-
duced in association with TCM 
Entertainment.

Sing Us a Song: Jason 
O’s Jukebox — December 
27-31

Rochester-native Jason Os-
trowski has played the piano 
since second grade. It has trans-
ported his career around the 
world: from his family living 
room to Cruise Ships, to duel-
ing piano clubs, to Broadway. 
Welcome Jason home and join 
him and some of Rochester’s 
finest musicians for an evening 
of Elton John, Billy Joel, Neil 
Diamond, Frank Sinatra, The 
Beatles, as well as requests from 
the audience (and a few fun 
showbiz stories thrown in for 
good measure). Jason once told 
his mom he wasn’t a “juke-
box”… but turns out Mom was 
right! Come sing along, drink 
along, and enjoy the party — 
perfect fun for your New Year’s 
Eve celebration!

Marc Salem’s Mind Over 
Rochester: December 
31-January 4

Mentalist Marc Salem returns 
to Rochester with his annual 
New Year’s Eve family-friendly 
mind-blowing experience. Hav-
ing appeared world-wide (New 
York City, Singapore, Toronto, 
London, Brazil, Australia, and 
more), Marc’s funny and thor-
oughly astonishing display of 
mind reading is like nothing 
you’ve ever experienced. He 
doesn’t bend spoons, hypno-
tize you, or predict your fu-
ture. But he can tell you what 
you’re thinking, deduce the 
serial number on a bill in your 
wallet, guess the sentence 
you’ve picked out of a book…
and show you how to tap into 
the power of your own subcon-
scious. He doesn’t have any-
thing up his sleeve except an 
amazing ability to understand 
and control the human mind. 
It’s no wonder this engaging, 
baffling, and thoroughly en-
tertaining foray into mind and 
matter has been a jaw- drop-

ping hit from Broadway to Lon-
don’s West End to Sydney’s 
Opera House!

Holly Near — January 16
Holly Near has been singing 

for our lives for over 45 years. 
Having grown up singing folk, 
pop, jazz and musical theater, 
she is not a traditional folk 
singer. Her lyrics can be tender, 
humorous and inspirational 
as well as biting and challeng-
ing — and all the while she 
keeps it personal. Gifted with 
a powerful voice and a love 
for entertaining, Ms. Near puts 
on a great show reflecting on 
the world in which we live, 
the complexities of love and 
integrity. She will be joined 
by pianist Jan Martinelli and 
vocalist Tory Trujillo.

Rochester Folkus
Now in its third year, Roches-

ter Folkus continues bi-weekly 
at 20 Windsor Street, near East-
man Theatre. Folk, Traditional, 
Old-Time, Bluegrass, and other 
acoustic music is presented on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
every month (with occasional 
exceptions), 7-9 p.m. Upcoming 
featured artists include: Jed Cur-
ran (December 11), Rochester 
Finest Folks (January 15), Dave 
North (January 29), The da-
Vines (February 12), and Tunes 
by the Tracks comes to Roches-
ter Folkus (February 26). J

Artist Archie Rand Named 2020 Farash Fellow
Celebrated painter and mural-

ist Archie Rand has been named 
the next Farash Fellow for the 
Advancement of Jewish Hu-
manities and Culture, sponsored 
by the Max and Marian Farash 
Charitable Foundation.

As he begins his Rochester 
residency in the summer of 2020, 
the University of Rochester’s Me-
morial Art Gallery will mount an 
exhibition of Rand’s magnum 
opus called “The 613” (2001–06). 
This 1,700 square-foot multi-pan-
el painting depicts emotional and 
intuitive—and, to some, surpris-
ing—responses to the 613 Bibli-
cal commandments. Images for 
each of the commandments are 
mounted as a contiguous grid; 
each image is rimmed by formal 
gold edging with the Hebrew 
number of the commandment. 
The enormous body of work is 
an example of Rand’s ground-
breaking achievements in the 
construction of a contemporary 
Jewish iconography.

Rand has an acclaimed his-
tory of pioneering Jewish vi-
sual projects, among them a 
commission to paint the entire 
interior of the B’nai Yosef syna-
gogue in Brooklyn (1974–77). J

Holly Near

Archie Rand, To Know There Is A God. (Exodus 20:2), part of The 613, 2001-06, 
serial painting composed of 613 panels, acrylic on canvas, 20 x 16 in. each. 
(Courtesy of the artist/Photo by Mary Faith O’Neill)

Justin L. Vigdor
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Emily Rittenberg
Young Leadership Award
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the FedExCup but also failed to 
feature prominently in any of the 
four majors and made an early 
exit from the most anticipated 
start of his career.

McIlroy entered the new year 
with plenty to prove, ranked 
eighth in the world and stuck in a 
logjam of elite players who could 
each break out in any given week, 
but didn’t appear poised to take 
the game by storm. He delivered 
early and often, cobbling together 
a remarkably consistent year that 
featured two more victories than 
missed cuts and one in which a 
top-10 result began to feel com-
monplace. When he was on, like 
a final-round 61 to blitz the field 
at the RBC Canadian Open, it felt 
like a 2014 flashback.

That consistency was reward-
ed by his peers, as McIlroy was 
named PGA Tour Player of the 
Year over Brooks Koepka de-
spite Koepka’s dominating per-
formance in the majors. McIlroy’s 
credentials were complicated by 
the fact that his few missteps 
came when the spotlight shined 
the brightest, none more so than 
The Open’s return to Royal Por-
trush where McIlroy hit his open-
ing tee shot out of bounds and 

spent the next 35 holes trying 
unsuccessfully to dig out of the 
hole he had created for himself 
with an opening quad.

Never one to shy away from a 
microphone, McIlroy has openly 
set his sights on catching and 
surpassing Koepka as the calen-
dar flips to 2020. He’s now back 
to No. 2 in the world rankings, 
seemingly in a better position 
to play foil to golf’s alpha male 
than any of the other recent con-
tenders.

But he still has to shake the fact 
that he’s now made five full trips 
around the sun since he last hoist-
ed a major trophy — and that 
came six months before Koepka 
won on Tour for the first time.

It will likely take a Herculean 
effort to stand toe-to-toe with the 
brash incumbent, but this year 
McIlroy proved that he is every bit 
up for the challenge and eager to 
make his 30s as productive as his 
20s. If he solves the major riddle, 
he just might knock Koepka off 
his longstanding perch.

How It Played Out
McIlroy got going from his very 

first start of the year, tying for 
fourth in his debut appearance at 
Kapalua. That sparked a run of 

strong finishes that didn’t feature 
a win, a trend that he ended in 
resounding fashion by captur-
ing The Players. It was his sixth 
straight top-6 finish to start the 
year, and it set the table for an-
other run at the final leg of the ca-
reer Grand Slam at the Masters.

“I think this is the best start to a 
year I’ve probably made,” McIlroy 
said in March. “I think I’m on a 
really good path, and I just want 
to keep going.”

Unfortunately for McIlroy, the 
hype fizzled out at Augusta Nation-
al as he finished T-21 while Tiger 
Woods took the glory. It snapped 
a run of five straight top-10s at 
the Masters for McIlroy, who was 
largely undone by an opening 73 
that featured six bogeys.

A T-8 finish at the PGA Cham-
pionship was somewhat deceptive 
since he started the final round 
14 shots off the lead, but McIlroy 
burst back to the forefront with 
his red-hot close north of the 
border. Rounds of 64-61 over the 
weekend turned a tight Canadian 
Open leaderboard into a rout, 
and it once again ratcheted up 
the anticipation for the following 
week’s U.S. Open. He played his 
way into the mix at Pebble Beach, 
starting the final round alone in 

sixth, but faded to a T-9 finish.
Then came Portrush, where 

all eyes were on the native son 
returning to the course where he 
once dazzled as a youth. But it all 
went wrong for McIlroy as soon 
as he was introduced on the first 
tee, as his opening-round 79 felt 
even more out of place given his 
consistent play in the weeks and 
months prior. He fought valiantly 
the following day, shooting a 65 
only to narrowly miss the week-
end, and the subsequent tears he 
shed demonstrated the level of 
disappointment he felt in front of 
the Northern Irish fans.

“I’d been waiting on this mo-
ment for six or seven years or 
whatever it was, and all of a sud-
den it’s here and you’re like, ‘Oh 
wow, this is real. This isn’t a 
dream anymore. This has turned 
into reality,’” he said. “Definitely 
the most ‘deer in the headlights’ 
I’ve ever been on a golf course.”

McIlroy appeared poised to 
cede Player of the Year honors 
to Koepka until the season’s final 
event, where he distanced himself 
from the 30-man field by any 
metric or format. With the Tour 
implementing a new staggered 
leaderboard to start the Tour 
Championship, McIlroy actually 

started the week five shots off the 
lead but bent East Lake to his will 
with four straight rounds of 68 or 
better to cruise to victory.

One year after he faltered in 
a final-round pairing in Atlanta 
with Tiger Woods, McIlroy beat 
Koepka in the same situation and 
joined Woods as the only two-
time FedExCup champs, banking 
a lucrative $15 million payday for 
his troubles.

Weeks later he surprised many 
by edging Koepka in the Player of 
the Year vote among his peers, 
but he may have secured status 
as 2019’s top individual with his 
victory at the WGC-HSBC Cham-
pions in China while Koepka was 
at home rehabbing a sore knee. It 
made him the only four-time win-
ner on Tour in the calendar year 
and set the stage for a potential 
battle for supremacy with Koepka 
in the not-too-distant future.

“The last 18 months, I’ve been 
very settled. I’ve been comfort-
able with everything, my game, 
my equipment, my body’s been 
healthy,” McIlroy said. “I feel 
like this year compares to 2014, 
2015, but I don’t see any reason 
why I can’t go ahead and have an 
even better year next year.” x

© Golf Channel

Rory Sabbatini and Kevin Tway win QBE Shootout
NAPLES, Fla. (AP) — Rory 

Sabbatini and Kevin Tway won 
the QBE Shootout on Sunday, 
birdieing the final two holes in 
best-ball play for a 12-under 60 
and a two-stroke victory.

“Today it was mostly Rory,” 
Tway said. “I was just kind of 
hanging out. He played unbe-
lievable from hole six through 
10. I think, birdied every hole, 
then an eagle after that. So, 
I was just trying to put it in 
play, so I can take the pressure 
off him, because he was hot 
today.”

Part of a five-way tie for the 
second-round lead, Sabbatini 
and Tway finished at 31-under 

185 in the three-day event at 
Tiburon Golf Club.

“After my very poor perfor-
mance putting yesterday, which 
I wasn’t very happy with, I was 
determined to come out today,’’ 
Sabbatini said. “As I said to 
Kevin, ‘Tomorrow I’ll show up.’ 
Took a few holes to warm up, 
but I finally showed up. It was 
fun. Days like today don’t come 
often. When they do, you’ve got 
to enjoy them and ride it.”

Jason Kokrak and J.T. Poston 
were second after a 62.

Brendon Todd-Billy Horschel 
and Harold Varner III-Ryan 
Palmer tied for third at 28 under 
after 63s.

Ian Poulter and Graeme Mc-
Dowell were 27 under, also after 
a 63.

Lexi Thompson and Sean 
O’Hair were last in the 12-team 
field at 8 under after a 70.

At 43, Sabbatini is 12 years 
older than Tway.

“I’m the old guy,” Sabbatini 
said. “I remember when I was 
here, the young guy playing with 
John Daly as the old guy as my 
partner, now I’m the old guy 
playing with the young guy as 
my partner. All I can say about 
Kevin, what a fantastic golfer, 
really. He makes it a lot of fun 
and it’s enjoyable to watch. It 
made for a fun week.” x

Kevin Tway, left, and Rory Sabbatini pose with the trophy after winning 
the QBE Shootout on Sunday, Dec. 15. (Michael O’Bryon/QBE Shootout)

erPoints. And they’re no good 
whatsoever when someone starts 
— metaphorically — swinging 
chairs and turning over tables.

Down the line, we may look 
back on last week’s Presidents 
Cup as the year the Internation-
als started fighting back. In the 
shorter term, though, this will 
mark the point that Patrick Reed 
pointed out the fault lines in the 
PGA Tour. 

Reed arrived in Australia 
under a cloud of suspicion stem-
ming from his actions two weeks 
ago in the Bahamas, where it 
sure seemed like he dusted away 
some sand and, in doing so, ille-
gally improved the conditions of 
his stroke in a bunker: 

Golf Twitter howled, but Reed 
pled innocence, claiming a “bad 

camera angle.” The PGA Tour 
took him at his word, even going 
so far as to call him a “gentle-
man” during the penalty discus-
sions. Verdict: two strokes, noth-
ing more. 

You could make a case that 
Reed should have been tossed 
from the tournament right then 
and there, just as Phil Mickel-
son should have been when hit-
ting a rolling putt at the U.S. 
Open last year … but the Tour 
took care of its own. You can call 
golf’s rules nitpicky and overly 
punitive — and I have — but as 
long as they’re in place, they’re 
enforceable.

The Australian crowds weren’t 
quite so accommodating, raining 
down insults and jeers to the 
point that Reed and his caddie 
cracked. Reed mocked shoveling 

sand after making a putt, and 
soon afterward, his caddie got 
into an “altercation” with an 
overly enthusiastic member of 
the gallery. Reed’s singles victory 
salvaged what was otherwise a 
terrible week from total disaster. 

Golf, as a sport, is constitution-
ally incapable of handling some-
one like Reed, someone who 
gets in your face and dares you 
to challenge him. Golf’s spirit of 
arm’s-length enforcement keeps 
the messy business of punish-
ment out of sight; you’re not 
going to see a PGA Tour official 
give a player the heave-ho right 
there on the fairway like a base-
ball umpire tossing out a mouthy 
manager. Disputes are settled in 
tents and behind closed doors, 
because that’s how the powers-
that-be prefer it.

This isn’t a sport with a long 
history of outspoken charac-
ters; a recent list of golf’s greatest 
temper tantrums included three 
people who aren’t even golfers, 
one of whom isn’t even real. 
Reed, by contrast, has pushed 
the sport’s limits over and over 
again, grousing about unfair 
treatment both on and off the 
course, threatening to blow up 
team dynamics, and ripping a 
(European) camera crew … and 
that’s just in the last couple years. 

We’ve long known there’s 
a caste system at work in the 
Tour’s enforcement of golf’s rules 
both on and off the course. Tiger 
Woods and Mickelson have both 
evaded punishment for off-course 
offenses or allegations worse 
than those which incited suspen-
sions for John Daly and others. 

But those were wink-and-a-nod 
exceptions. Reed’s the first player 
in Tour history to really challenge 
the Tour’s devotion to decorum 
while still possessing marquee, 
major-winning talent. 

I’m not suggesting Reed is apt 
to use the ol’ foot-wedge when 
he gets pinned up against a pine. 
If nothing else, he’s got to know 
he’ll have a camera following 
him around at all times now. 
Reed stays inside the ropes, even 
if he’s pretty much guaranteed 
he’ll never be a captain’s pick for 
an international team again. But 
he’s shown the way for someone 
who won’t: deny, bluster, mock 
and move on. 

Reed’s not the real problem. 
But he’s showing where the real 
problems exist. x

© Yahoo Sports
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(Continued from Page 1)

Everything but a Major
(Continued from Page 1)
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to be measured by majors had 
gone from official hiatus to forced 
retirement, or so some thought. 
But as the questions and con-
cerns persisted, Woods set about 
changing the narrative by sug-
gesting that it was Sam Snead’s 
82 and not Jack’s 18 that he was 
fixated on.

For Woods, Snead’s all-time 
PGA Tour victory mark of 82 
was both immediate and easier to 
digest. He had, after all, won 14 
times since his last major triumph 
at Torrey Pines in ’08. He also 
always believed that if he was 
healthy, he still had the game to 
catch Snead.

If Nicklaus’ benchmark felt 
like a longshot in some circles, 
Woods’ pursuit of Snead’s record 
was somehow more realistic. That 
optimism grew with each start in 
2018 following his fourth back 
procedure.

He finished second at the Val-
spar Championship and was back 
in the hunt the next week at Bay 
Hill, where he tied for fifth place 
before closing the season with 
top-10 finishes in the year’s final 
three majors. The breakthrough 
came at the Tour Championship, 
where he dominated the field for 

victory No. 80.
“To kind of get to the 80 mark 

is a big number. Sam is still ahead 
of me. I’ve still got a chance to 
play some more golf and maybe 
I’ll keep chipping away at that 
number and maybe surpass it,” he 
said at East Lake. “I just think that 
what I’ve gone through and what 
I’ve dealt with, I’ve gotten lucky, 
to be honest with you. I’ve gotten 
very lucky.”

Woods’ “luck” only got better in 
2019, when he delivered a com-
manding performance at Augusta 
National for major No. 15 and 
Tour title No. 81.

Although his one-stroke victory 
over Dustin Johnson and Brooks 
Koepka reignited the debate over 
whether or not he’d reach Nick-
laus’ Grand Slam haul, for Woods 
it moved him to within a single 
trophy of tying Snead. For a play-
er who has carved out a Hall of 
Fame career by focusing on the 
process, and not the outcome, 
being so close to a lifelong goal 
was impossible to ignore.

“To get into those numbers it 
takes longevity and hot years. I 
think you need multiple winning 
seasons. You need to do that for 
decades. That’s something I’m 
proud of,” Woods said in June. 

“That’s not something that hap-
pens overnight. To be able to 
come this close to get to one be-
hind Sam Snead has been pretty 
amazing. It’s been a pretty amaz-
ing run throughout my 20 some-
odd years out here.”

How It Played Out
When Woods arrived in Japan 

for the Zozo Championship in 
October, expectations were sur-
prisingly low for the 43-year-old.

Since the emotional high of his 
Masters victory, he’d posted just a 
single top-10 finish (a tie for ninth 
at the Memorial) and missed the 
cut at the year’s final two majors. 
More concerning was his with-
drawal from The Northern Trust 
with an oblique strain.

After being bounced from the 
playoffs early, Woods announced 
he underwent an arthroscopic pro-
cedure on his left knee on Aug. 
27. It was the fifth procedure on 
his left knee dating to 1994, when 
he was an amateur and Woods 
earmarked the new event in Japan 
as his return date.

“I spoke with him a couple 
weeks ago and he said he was 
doing really well, but I told him it’s 
always different when you have 
a scorecard in your hand,” Davis 

Love III said prior to the Zozo 
Championship.

Those expectations didn’t im-
prove when Woods lost a skins 
game to Jason Day on the Mon-
day before the tournament and 
appeared to struggle with both his 
ball-striking and short game.

“It was nice to get out there and 
compete,” Woods said following 
The Challenge: Japan Skins. “To 
get back in the flow of things. My 
range of motion, my strength, is 
there again. I just have to work my 
way back and hope I find a feel for 
the round quickly.”

As Love predicted, it was differ-
ent when the tournament started. 
Woods opened with a 64 that 
included birdies on four of his final 
five holes for a share of the lead 
and matched that score in Round 
2 for a two-stroke lead.

Heavy rain from a passing ty-
phoon washed out Round 2 and 
officials scrambled to finish the 
event on time, which meant early 
starts and late finishes for a player 
with a fused back and a recently 
repaired knee.

“It’s going to be a bit of a test 
physically and mentally to play 
for, what, up to 10 hours. So, it’s 
going to be a long day,” Woods 
said following the second round.

Woods aced both the physical 
and mental test, extending his 
lead to three shots with a third-
round 66 and enduring a grueling 
finish that spilled over to Monday, 
holding off local hero Hideki Mat-
suyama to tie Snead with his 82nd 
Tour victory.

Although he’s been reluctant 
throughout his career to put his 
numerous accomplishments into 
perspective, Woods admitted fol-
lowing his victory that he started 
thinking about Snead’s record 
when he eclipsed 50 Tour victo-
ries.

“Unfortunately, I went through 
some rough patches with my back 
and didn’t play for a number of 
years, so that record seemed like 
it was out of reach,” Woods said. 
“Having had my fourth back pro-
cedure and being able to come 
back and play at a decently high 
level again, it put the number back 
in the conversation again. Lo and 
behold, here we are tied.”

While the world fixated on 
his pursuit of Nicklaus’ major 
mark it was Snead’s record and 
the demands of prolonged con-
sistency that’s driven Woods 
through injury and back to com-
petitive relevance. x

© Golf Channel

Why It Mattered
Last fall, Deadspin published 

a comprehensive list of “The 19 
Boringest Athletes of All Time.”

Brooks Koepka has long craved 
recognition for his supreme talent, 
but, um, not like this — described 
by the author as the “world’s dull-
est golfer,” a “vacuous presence” 
and “golfing chloroform.”

To be fair, Koepka won’t ever 
be known for any on-course his-
trionics; his style of play is more 
brawny than beautiful, and the 
former hothead has adopted a 
what-me-worry attitude to access 
his best stuff. But boring? No, not 
anymore. Not since he made the 
conscious decision to open up 
more in 2019, turning what used 
to be mundane press briefings into 
appointment viewing.

So why the sea change, because 
surely it wasn’t the Deadspin list? 
Koepka noticed how NBA stars 
had become increasingly vocal 
on a wide variety of issues, but 
unlike LeBron James or Chris 
Paul, Koepka never believed that 
he had the necessary standing to 
speak his mind. That changed 
last year, when Koepka followed 
up his 2017 U.S. Open victory 
with two more majors and closed 
in on world No. 1. As one of the 

game’s top players, Koepka felt 
a responsibility — an obligation, 
really — to wield his power and 
influence the game.

And so this year, Koepka took 
no prisoners, riffing bluntly on 
slow play, commentators, regu-
lar-season tournaments and would-
be rivals, his confidence in the 
press tent growing the better he 
performed. Nothing and no one 
were spared from his scorched-
earth approach. His brutal honesty 
rankled a few of his peers — per-
haps contributing to why Koepka 
wasn’t voted PGA Tour Player 
of the Year, despite a three-win, 
one-major campaign — but also 
earned admiration from other 
leading stars. “He talked some 
s--- in the media room and he’s 
backed up every word of it,” Xan-
der Schauffele said. “As a com-
petitor, I have the utmost respect 
for him, and I think it’s awesome.” 

Indeed, Koepka’s ruthlessness 
remains a refreshing antidote to 
the image-conscious 20-some-
things who populate today’s Tour.

As long as he keeps winning, 
Koepka won’t stop talking.

How It Played Out
It’s not often that the undisputed 

No. 1 player in the game gener-
ates more headlines off the course 

than on it. But such was the year 
2019 for Koepka, who continued 
his assault on both the record 
books and his competition.

Sergio Garcia and Bryson De-
Chambeau were in his crosshairs 
first — the former because of his 
child-like outburst at the Saudi In-
vitational, the latter because of an 
“embarrassing” pre-shot routine. 
Railing against slow play was a 
consistent theme for Koepka, who 
said that golf’s governing bodies 
didn’t have the “balls” to punish 
players; he revealed that he some-
times hid in the bathroom for five 
minutes so the group would be put 
on the clock and then they’d have 
to play at his pace. Extreme, cer-
tainly, but Koepka was unflinching 
in his critiques: If he can calculate 
the yardage, select a club and hit 
his shot in 40 seconds or less, why 
can’t everyone else?

But a few months later, it was 
Koepka’s turn to catch some heat. 
After another pedestrian perfor-
mance at The Players, he revealed 
to GolfChannel.com that he’d in-
tentionally dropped more than 20 
pounds and that the weight loss 
had begun to affect his game. It 
was clear that he’d slimmed down 
for vanity purposes (it was later 
announced that he’d posed nude 
in ESPN’s The Body Issue), and 

that decision drew the ire of Golf 
Channel commentator Brandel 
Chamblee, who called Koepka’s 
diet “the most reckless self-sabo-
tage that I have ever seen of an 
athlete in his prime.” That began 
a spirited, months-long back and 
forth between the player and 
broadcaster, who also questioned 
whether Koepka, at that point a 
three-time major winner, was a 
generational talent.

Piling even more chips onto 
his sculpted shoulders, Koepka 
responded how he seemingly al-
ways does — with top finishes 
in the biggest events, including a 
wire-to-wire defense at the PGA 
Championship, another title at 
the WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invita-
tional and a runner-up at the U.S. 
Open, where he was vying for a 
third consecutive national cham-
pionship. He became the fifth 
player in history to record a top-4 
finish in every major, but curiously 
he was a non-factor in many of 
his other regular-season starts, 
oftentimes looking disinterested 
or unmotivated. Asked about the 
disparity in results, Koepka said 
it’s simple: He doesn’t put as 
much energy into non-majors, 
going so far as to say that he 
doesn’t practice before them. 
(This wasn’t entirely true: In the 

fall, he revealed that he wasn’t 
able to practice as much this year 
because of a lingering knee issue.) 

Koepka’s dismissiveness likely 
didn’t sit well with the Tour’s mid-
dle class, who grind each week 
for their livelihood, but — guess 
what? — he wasn’t bothered by 
that, either. In fact, the only thing 
that seemed to get under his skin 
was the Player of the Year award, 
which went, somewhat surprising-
ly, to Rory McIlroy. The vote totals 
weren’t disclosed, but Koepka 
shrugged off the snub by com-
paring himself to LeBron James 
— because LeBron, he said, has 
been the best player more often 
than his four MVPs suggests. That 
vote, in addition to their head-
to-head splits in Memphis and 
Atlanta, seemed to set the table 
for a potential rivalry with McIlroy, 
who had soared into the No. 2 
spot in the world rankings. But 
Koepka threw cold water on that, 
too, woofing that he’s peerless — 
McIlroy, he painfully noted, hasn’t 
won a major since Koepka burst 
on the scene.

By year’s end, it was hard 
to tell which left a more last-
ing impression: Koepka’s golf 
shots, or the ones he took at 
his competition. x

© Golf Channel
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Player, Captain, Ambassador. In Australia, Tiger Woods Is Game.
by KAREN CROUSE

MELBOURNE, Australia — Be-
fore he took aim at a makeshift 
target floating on the Yarra River, 
Shane Luke, an accomplished dis-
abled golfer, glanced up at Tiger 
Woods, whom he knew only from 
television.

Luke was one of the local stars 
participating in the made-for-TV 
kickoff event at the Crown River-
walk ahead of the 13th edition of 
the Presidents Cup. Faced with his 
big moment in front of the crowd, 
and his one shot at connecting 
with Woods, Luke decided to go 
for broke.

“Will you hold my leg for me?” 
Luke asked Woods.

Luke, a nine-time Australian 
Amputee Open champion, re-
moved his right prosthetic limb 
and handed it to a surprised 
Woods.

“It’s really heavy,” he warned. 
Woods smiled and replied, “I’ve 
got it.”

Balancing on his left leg, Luke 
hit a wedge shot that landed on 
the improvised green as Woods 
watched intently, leaning on the 
prosthetic leg as if it were his 
putter.

“Obviously it was good of him 
even to do it,” Luke said, calling it 
“the favorite moment of my life.” 

“He could have said, ‘No, I’m 
not touching that!’ It was meant 
to be a bit of fun and to get a bit 
of a reaction from the crowd, a 
few claps and cheers, that’s all. 
But who knows what his reaction 
would be?”

This is not the first time that 
Australians are seeing Woods, 
the playing captain of the United 
States team, but it is as if they 
are seeing him with fresh eyes. 
Woods represented the United 
States in each of the two previous 
Presidents Cups held at Royal 
Melbourne Golf Club, in 1998 and 

2011, and he won the Australian 
Masters in 2009 in his only other 
competitive appearance as a pro 
in Australia. This year’s installment 
starts on Thursday with a four-ball 
session.

Adam Scott, the Adelaide native 
and former world No. 1, recent-
ly challenged Australia’s sports-
crazed public to refrain from 
rooting for Woods and to instead 
support the underdog Internation-
als, which counts three Australian 
team members.

But Scott might as well have 
been spitting into the wind that 
regularly buffets Royal Melbourne. 
The biennial competition, which 
gets underway on Thursday, is 
most likely the last professional 
playing appearance on Australian 
soil for Woods, who is in the midst 
of a career renaissance after re-
sorting to spinal fusion surgery in 
2017 to try to improve his quality 
of life.

If Woods is not exactly on an 
extended farewell tour like anoth-
er icon, the musician Elton John 
who is also in town this week to 
perform, signs abound that he is 
playing on borrowed time.

Monday’s exhibition started a 
few hours after Woods and the 
rest of the United States team 
arrived following a 29-hour jour-
ney from the Bahamas. Hitting 
in jeans, without the benefit of 
a warm-up, a stiff and sleep-de-
prived Woods deposited both of 
his shots in the river, with swings 
that called to mind mechanical 
arms in need of oiling.

The next morning, Woods 
looked only slightly revived. Play-
ing a practice round that started 
in a cold mist and ended in a crisp 
wind, Woods on occasion hopped 
in a cart to get from shot to shot to 
preserve his energy and, presum-
ably, his back.

The days are long gone when 

Woods can count on his body 
bending to his will. Woods, who 
turns 44 at the end of the month, 
raised his hand to captain this 
year’s United States team at a 
time when his competitive play-
ing career appeared done, or at 
least in the gloaming. In 2017, 
five months after his fourth back 
surgery and four months removed 
from a D.U.I. arrest stemming 
from the use of prescribed pain-
killers, Woods resurfaced to serve 
as an assistant captain for the 
United States’ winning Presidents 
Cup team.

Working with younger players 
like Justin Thomas and Patrick 
Reed had a salutary effect on 
Woods, who described as “uplift-
ing” their subsequent enthusiastic 
support of his comeback. Shortly 
after returning home from the 
event at Liberty National, Woods 
reached out to Jay Monahan, the 
PGA Tour commissioner, to take 
him up on his offer of the cap-
taincy of the next Presidents Cup 
team for the United States. Woods 
figured that the next logical step 
in his career would be serving as 
a guide for the next generation. 

When Woods made that phone 
call to Monahan, he had no re-
alistic expectation of Woods the 

captain picking Woods the player 
to fill out this year’s 12-man team.

“I was just getting started with 
my comeback, and next thing you 
know I’ve won three tournaments 
since then,” Woods said on Tues-
day with a Cheshire cat grin. “It 
was nice to earn a pick from the 
captain.”

The run that Woods is on, span-
ning 16 starts and three titles, 
including his 15th major, evokes 
the Tiger of old. At the same time, 
Woods seems different in ways 
that people can’t quite pinpoint. 
One Presidents Cup volunteer 
walking with Woods’s foursome 
on Tuesday said: “Has he lost 
weight? He looks a lot thinner.”

Woods does carry himself these 
days with a palpable lightness. 
During a stopover in Australia last 
December to promote this event, 
he dropped the game face that he 
had worn like a mask for the better 
part of two decades.

“You know, 20 years ago it 
was a totally different deal. I was 
trying to just play and compete 
and beat everyone,” Woods said 
during a news conference. “Now 
I’m appreciative of having the 
opportunity to come back and 
play again. I’m just so thankful to 
be part of the game of golf as a 
competitor again.”

He was also grateful for the 
support of the fans. “They’ve been 
so great and so into it, and I think 
that was the culmination of all this 
anxiety and just all this anxious-
ness about my comeback,” Woods 
added.

One of the first fans to arrive 
for Monday’s river walk event was 
David Ku, a local pharmacist who 
showed up 90 minutes before the 
scheduled start wearing a long-
sleeved hoodie in the 90-degree 
heat. The front featured an altered 
Masters logo; the outline of the 
United States, from which the pin 

flag sticks out in the spot that is 
roughly Georgia, had morphed 
into the form of a goat. The back 
listed the dates of Woods’s five 
Masters victories: 1997, 2001, 
2002, 2005, 2019.

“The short-sleeved shirts haven’t 
arrived yet,” Ku said, shrugging. 

He also wore a baseball cap 
with the TW emblem and a tiger 
driver-head cover on his hand like 
a puppet. In his other hand he 
held a vinyl figurine of a miniature 
Woods.

“This is probably the only op-
portunity I’ll ever have to see 
him,” said Ku, who explained why 
his respect for Woods, perhaps 
the sport’s all-time best performer, 
had recently grown into full-blown 
fandom.

“He seems to be having more 
fun,” said Ku, who also was 
moved by Woods’s embrace of 
his two children after his Masters 
victory in April. “He’s just a father 
now playing for his kids.”

By the time the event started, 
Ku’s unobstructed view of the 
stage had been despoiled by a 
phalanx of photographers. Ku’s 
vantage point was better on Tues-
day when he walked the course 
with Woods’s group and managed 
to stake out spots just behind the 
gallery ropes. Despite the cold, 
drizzly, windy weather, a crowd 
of several thousand turned out to 
watch Woods. 

On a par-3 on the front nine, 
Woods was setting up to hit from 
off the green when a spectator 
standing behind him cried out, 
“We love you, Tiger.”

Woods stopped what he was 
doing. “I love you, too,” he said. 
His words set off giggles from 
his besotted fans, whose rooting 
interest this week may be with 
the International team but whose 
hearts are clearly elsewhere. x

© The New York Times

said. “But to make our own 
rules, to get our own choices, 
to do our own thing, it’s hard to 
explain. But we need to be sep-
arate... The Ryder Cup works 
because the Europeans do their 

own thing and the U.S. do their 
own thing. It’s two groups that 
clash. We’re trying to do it under 
one umbrella.”

The next Presidents Cup will 
be at Quail Hollow Club in North 

Carolina, a home game for the 
U.S. team. And then? A group 
from Thailand was at Royal Mel-
bourne last week expressing in-
terest. The best bet is a return 
to Royal Montreal. Another one 

in Asia or the first one in a Latin 
America country is possible after 
that.

It would help if the Internation-
als would win. Keeping it close 
only does so much. If they ever 

do, that might only remind Els 
of the one problem that can’t 
be solved.

Where would the International 
team display the trophy?

©Golf Channel
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the Presidents Cup last week, 
Jazz Janewattananond won the 
Indonesian Masters for his third 
Asian Tour victory of the year 
and secured a spot in the real 
Masters.

The 24-year-old Thai moved 
to No. 45 in the world rank-
ing and is guaranteed to finish 
among the top 50, one of the 
criteria used by Augusta National 
for its Masters field.

This is the final week of tour-
naments around the world, with 
Australian PGA Championship 
in Gold Coast and the Thailand 
Masters on the Asian Tour.

That means Victor Perez of 
France (No. 44), Andrew Putnam 

and Erik Van Rooyen are assured 
of finishing in the top 50 and 
securing spots in the Masters.

This week will determined 
another spot. Adam Hadwin 
is projected to finish the year 
at No. 50, but he could get 
bumped if two-time Australian 
PGA champion Cameron Smith 
finishes in a two-way tie for third 
of better.

That would put the field at 87 
players, with the Latin Ameri-
can Amateur Championship in 
January. Winners of PGA Tour 
events that offer full FedEx Cup 
points will be eligible, along with 
the top 50 published a week 
before the Masters.

LOST IN TRANSLATION
One of his best weeks in golf 

ended on a sour note for Abra-
ham Ancer, not just because he 
lost his singles match to Tiger 
Woods, but because of scrutiny 
to his reply in Mexico last month 
about the Presidents Cup.

Asked during the Mayakoba 
Classic about his debut in the 
matches, specifically singles, 
Ancer said he’d like to play 
Woods, “but the truth is that our 
objective is do everything we can 
to win. Winning a match in the 
singles would be very special, so 
we need to try to get the Cup.”

The match turned on the 14th 
hole when Woods made a 6-foot 

par putt and Ancer missed from 
just inside that to fall 2 down. 
Woods closed him out with a 
birdie on the 16th hole, turning 
to remove his cap just as the ball 
reached the center of the cup.

“Abe wanted it — he got it,” 
Woods said during the winner’s 
press conference.

Ancer says the question in 
Mayakoba was in Spanish and 
the tone wasn’t presented the 
right way.

“It was never like cocky or chal-
lenging or anything like that,” he 
said. “At the moment I thought 
it would be a great experience, 
which it was. No matter what, 
with the outcome of the match, I 

would have gained a lot. I would 
have become a better player just 
from being in that situation.”

Woods was asked later if he 
was aware of the comment and 
replied, “Yes,” before the report-
er finished asking the question. 
As the question resumed, Woods 
simply said, “Next.”

Ancer, meanwhile, went 
3-1-1 for the week, sharing with 
Sungjae Im the largest points 
contribution for the Internation-
al team. He made a prophet 
out of Adam Scott, who said 
on the eve of Ancer’s first Pres-
idents Cup, “I’ll be shocked if 
he’s not a big points-earner for 
us this week.”  x

The19th Hole . . . CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

(AP Photo/Andy Brownbill)
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