
Editor’s Notebook:  
New York State of Mind

by GUY CIPRIANO 
Golf course sunrises are sweet. 

Sunrises over new maintenance 
facilities are a sign of vitality.

Earlier this year, the turf 
team at Monroe Golf Club, a 
97-year-old club in Pittsford, 
New York, moved into a new 
12,500 square foot maintenance 
facility. Conceiving, selling and 
pitching the need for a modern 
workspace fell on superintendent 
Matt Delly.

As I turned left off the brilliant-
ly-named Golf Avenue toward 

the maintenance facility on a fall 
Sunday morning, Delly emerged 
from his bright office. He im-
mediately and enthusiastically 
provided a tour of the offices, 
break room, locker rooms and 
storage areas he helped design.

Everything seemed idyllic, es-
pecially when we turned around 
and noticed the sun rising 
above the pines to the north. 
Things were going so well on 
this mid-October morning that 
Monroe and its hardy upstate 

Local Holes-In-One on Page 4 See Past Holes-In-One at golfweekrochester.com

Another Record Month for Rounds Played
by JOE BEDITZ

We’ve said it before, that “Au-
tumn is golf’s best season.” This 
year it could literally be true.

The September numbers are 
in and Golf Datatech is reporting 
almost a 26% jump in rounds 
played versus a year ago. Per-
centage-wise, this is the largest 
YOY increase so far this year 
and represents about 12 million 
incremental rounds. (Thanks to 
all the golf courses that are sup-
plying rounds played data to us 
and making these reports better 
and better.)

Once again, every state in the 
continental U.S. saw increas-

es in play of at least 2% over 
last year. That makes it three 
straight months now. A major 
drop in precipitation helped fuel 
a 46% September rounds-in-
crease in Minnesota, while other 
“Big Ten” states also saw no-
table increases: Illinois (+35%), 
Wisconsin (+29%), Michigan 
(+27%), Indiana (+27%) and 
Ohio (+26%). (College football 
kicks off for those states this 
weekend, you may be aware.)

As of September 30th, year-
to-date rounds are up 8.7% na-
tionally. As a result, we have 
updated our year-end forecast 
based on two different assump-

tions: 1) rounds in the fourth 
quarter come in flat compared 
to last year; and, 2) 2020 rounds 
continue to outpace 2019 in the 
final three months by 15%. If 
those high/low assumptions cap-
ture reality, then rounds for the 
year will finish up between 7% 
and 10%. A startling turnaround 
following a disastrous start to the 
spring.

Our upper +15% forecast as-
sumption for the rest of the year 
may be optimistic, but it isn’t 
unrealistic, given the increases of 
20%-and-better the past several 
months. And based on our calls 

Fall Is the Best Season to Play Golf
by JACK DILLON

Fall is an amazing time of the 
year. 

The air gets a bit crisp, the 
colors become a true vision of 
wonder and joy. The golf cours-
es are in pristine shape—and 
they are not crowded!

It’s time just to get out and 
play the game, full force, as 
often as you can before winter 
sets in. Sure, there are an un-
limited number of distractions 
that can get in the way includ-
ing work, soccer, kids’ sports, 

Patrick Cantlay Tops World Nos. 2 
And 3 to Win Zozo Championship

by DOUG FERGUSON
THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. — 

Patrick Cantlay rallied from four 
shots behind and got far enough 
ahead that Jon Rahm and Justin 
Thomas couldn’t quite catch him 
Sunday in the Zozo Champion-
ship at Sherwood.

Cantlay closed with a 7-under 
65 for a one-shot victory, the 
third of his career, and first in 
his home state of California. All 
three required making up a defi-
cit of three shots or more.

As much as Cantlay celebrated 
a victory he felt was overdue, 
Rahm and Thomas were left to 
rue their mistakes.

Rahm took the lead with a 
birdie on the par-5 11th, only 
to drop shots on each of the 
next two holes, including the 
par-5 13th. The Spaniard had 
a chance to force a playoff, but 
narrowly missed from 15 feet on 
the par-3 17th and from 20 feet 

on the final hole. He shot 68.
Thomas, who started the 

round with a one-shot lead, had 
to scramble for par on the last 
two par 5s, and hit into hazards 
on consecutive holes down the 
stretch. His tee shot to a front 
pin on the par-3 15th plugged 
into thick grass, and Thomas did 
remarkably well to hack out to 

30 feet and make bogey.
Cantlay, in the group ahead of 

Thomas and Rahm, bungled the 
par-5 16th by missing the green 
from 114 yards and making only 
his second bogey of the round, 
and the tournament. That re-
duced his lead to two shots.

Thomas drilled a drive and was 

(Getty Images)
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Finish Player FedEx Earnings ($)
1 Patrick Cantlay 500.00 1,440,000.00
T2 Jon Rahm 245.00 704,000.00
T2 Justin Thomas 245.00 704,000.00
T4 Russell Henley 108.75 315,000.00
T4 Ryan Palmer 108.75 315,000.00
T4 Cameron Smith 108.75 315,000.00
T4 Bubba Watson 108.75 315,000.00
T8 Cameron Champ 80.00 232,000.00
T8 Corey Conners 80.00 232,000.00
T8 Joel Dahmen 80.00 232,000.00
T11 Tony Finau 65.00 184,000.00
T11 Dylan Frittelli 65.00 184,000.00
T11 Lanto Griffin 65.00 184,000.00
T14 Kevin Kisner 55.00 142,933.34
T14 Sebastián Muñoz 55.00 142,933.33
T14 Patrick Reed 55.00 142,933.33
T17 Daniel Berger 43.05 95,857.78
T17 Jason Kokrak 43.05 95,857.78
T17 Rory McIlroy 43.05 95,857.78
T17 Joaquin Niemann 43.05 95,857.78
T17 Alex Noren 43.05 95,857.78

Zozo Championship Purse 
Payout: Patrick Cantlay 
Claims $1.44 Million

Patrick Cantlay earned his 
third PGA Tour win at the Zozo 
Championship. Here’s a look 
at the purse payout and Fe-

dExCup point distribution for 
Cantlay and the rest of the field 
at the no-cut event at Sherwood 
Country Club.

Payout — PAGE 6

The new maintenance facility at Monroe Golf Club in Pittsford, 
New York. (Guy Cipriano)
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Born in an Indian orphanage, Jeremy was adopted by a single mother 
and graduated from Rochester city  schools. As an Eagle Scout, he 
inherited a strong sense of family, faith, and duty.

Jeremy has worked for two New York Governors as well as the late 
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, and now he’s a lawyer helping 
nonprofits provide essential services. As State Senator, Jeremy is 
committed to:  

   

Now more than ever we need elected 
officials who will fight everyday against 
anti-Semitism and bigotry. Jeremy Cooney 
is a proven leader who will be a strong 
partner for Israel.

—Charles Schumer, U.S. Senate Minority Leader  

 JeremyCooneyROC
JeremyCooney.com

FIGHTING FOR SCHOOL FUNDING
Jeremy demands our schools get their fair share 
of funding, both city and suburban.

PROTECTING REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
With a woman’s right to choose under threat by 
the Supreme Court, Jeremy will never waver in 
his support for women’s reproductive rights. 

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL
Jeremy is unwavering in his anti-BDS stance and 
stands strong in his support of Israel. Jeremy will 
always fight back against anti-Semitism. 

Mulligans
News, Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes from the Local Golfing Community

Julia Zigrossi Wins 2020 Section V Girls Golf 
Championship Individual Title at Ridgemont;  

Mercy Wins Team Competition

The 2020 Section V Girls 
Golf Championship concluded 
Wednesday with the second 
and final round at Ridgemont 
Country Club in Greece. 
The Section Championship — 
which also included a team 
competition as part of Mon-
day's first round — determines 
which high school players 
and teams advance to next 
year's New York State Girls 
High School Golf Champion-
ship.

Winning her  f i r s t  Sec-
tion V Championship title was 
Spencerport sophomore

Julia Zigrossi, who went into 
the final round with a 9-shot 
lead following an opening round 
score of 74, then posted another 
round of 74 on Wednesday for 
a 4-over-par 148 total for the 
36-hole Championship.

Finishing in second place was 
Pittsford junior Jayden Ford, 
who had rounds of 83-84 for 
a 167 total, followed by Caitlin 
Keenan of Victor, who finished 
in third place with scores of 86-
82--168.

Rounding out the top-9 fin-
ishers — who all qualify for the 
New York State Girls High School 
Championship next June — were: 
4) Michaela Eichas of Mercy 
(86-83--169); 5) Ava LaBelle of 
Webster (86-85--171); T6) Raina 
Hoffmann of Wayne Central 
(91-81--172); T6) Georgia Spa-
torico of Mercy (83-89--172); 
8) Kiera Lalley of Victor (86-87-
173); and 9) Sophia Cellura of 
Mercy (91-85--176).

The next three finishers — in 

places 10-12 — were named as 
alternates to the State Champi-
onship team representing Sec-
tion V: 10) Lauren Ogden of 
Mercy (1st Alternate); Brooklyn 
Rogers of Victor (2nd Alternate); 
and Audrey Chung of Victor (3rd 
Alternate).

Monday's first round also includ-
ed a team competition, composed 
of teams that had at least five 
players —  Mercy, Pittsford, Victor 
and Webster — with the four best 
scores of those players counting 
towards the team totals.

Of the teams that competed 
for the Sectional title, Mercy — 
whose roster included three se-
niors (Georgia Spatorico, Michaela 
Eichas and Lauren Ogden) and 
one freshman (Sophia Cellura) — 
completed a 1-shot victory over 
Victor, 351 to 352, for their sec-
ond consecutive Section V team 
title. The Mercy squad will also 
compete against the top teams 
from other New York State High 
School Sections in next year's 
NYS Girls High School Cham-
pionships.  

The 2021 New York State 
Girls High School Golf Champi-
onship is scheduled for June 5-6 
at Deerfield Golf & Country Club 
in Brockport.

Final Results from the 
2020 Section V Girls Golf 
Individual Championship:
1) Julia Zigrossi, 74-74--148
2) Jayden Ford, 83-84--167
3) Caitlin Keenan, 86-82--168
4) Michaela Eichas, 86-83--169
5) Ava LaBelle, 86-85--171
T6) Georgia Spatorico, 83-89-

-172

T6) Raina Hoffmann, 91-81-
-172

8) Kiera Lalley, 86-87--173
9) Sophia Cellura, 91-85--176
10) Lauren Ogden, 91-86--177
11) Brooklyn Rogers, 90-89-

-179
12) Audrey Chung, 90-91--181
13) Harper Dittman, 88-96--

184
T14) Emily Ferguson, 90-95-

-185
T14) Mary Grace McCann, 

100-85--185
16) Mackensie Daniel, 96-95-

-191
17) Marisa Eichas, 102-94--196
18) Ileana Cheruiyot, 101-97-

-198
19) Gianna Cicione, 96-104-

-200
20) Lilly DePalma, 105-100-

-205
T21) Haley Kucewicz, 105-

101--206
T21) Sophie Pawelek, 103-

103--206
23) Abigail Sikora, 107-102-

-209
24) Ava Malvaso, 106-112--

218
25) Olivia Dillenbeck, 110-109-

-219
26) Emma Sweazy, 109-111-

-220
27) Diana Black, 108-113--221
28) Raina Schubert, 111-114-

-225
Final Results of the Sec-

tion V Girls Golf Team Com-
petition:

1) Mercy, 351
2) Victor, 352
3) Webster, 398
4) Pittsford, 436 x

BEST OF SECTION V: Led by 2020 Section V Championship Girls medalist Julia Zigrossi (front row, left), the 
top-9 finishers from the 2020 Section V Girls Golf Championship all advance to the New York State Champi-
onship next June at Deerfield G&CC. (RDGA)
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Masters 2020: Could This Augusta National Rule Keep 
Bryson DeChambeau From Winning a Green Jacket?

by ALEX MYERS
During the second round of the 

2019 Northern Trust, Bryson De-
Chambeau took an astonishing 
two minutes and 20 seconds be-
fore attempting an eight-foot putt. 
It’s the kind of thing you have to 
see to believe. It’s also the kind 
of thing you probably won’t see 
from DeChambeau — or anyone 
else — at next month’s Masters.

That’s not because the Masters 
cracks down on slow play more 
than other tournaments — al-
though, Tianlang Guan might beg 
to differ — but rather, because 
officials at Augusta National Golf 
Club don’t allow the detailed 
green-reading books that have 
become so prevalent on the 
PGA Tour.

Here’s how DeChambeau de-
scribed that infamous moment, if 
you can call something that took 
140 seconds a moment:

“Five percent, where we looked 
at it, it was a very difficult read. 
It was on a bit of a crown, try-
ing to read it, best of my ability. 
Couldn’t figure out a way to play 
it four inches out because that’s 
what the book said. That’s what 
it looked, or that’s what it said 
in the book. Didn’t look like that 
to my eyes. We walked around, 
took a little bit of time. I was 
ready to hit. My caddie pulled me 
off because he saw something 
different. That’s just what’s going 
to happen every once in a while. 
You have guys that sometimes 
that does happen. Is that every 
time? No. That’s one — probably 
1 percent of the time that I take 
over two minutes.”

After all of that, Dechambeau 
still missed the putt, by the way. 
Not that making it would have 
made the situation any better, 
in particular to his playing part-
ners, Justin Thomas and Tommy 
Fleetwood, who didn’t appear 
particularly pleased.

To be fair to DeChambeau, 
the reigning U.S. Open champ 
and current Masters favorite, he’s 
certainly not the only tour pro 
taking advantage of modern-day 
green-reading tools — not to 
mention the leniency of rules 
officials when it comes to en-
forcing pace-of-play rules. Most 
tour pros and caddies rely on the 
laser-measured guides available 
at most every other tour stop. 
And in defending their use from 
those who say they negatively 
impact pace of play, Phil Mick-
elson went as far as declaring, 
“For anyone to say they slow 
up play is idiotic.” Hmm. You 
have to wonder if he would feel 
differently if he was paired with 
DeChambeau that day.

Golf ’s governing bodies 
proposed greatly limiting the 
amount of data found in these 
books in 2018 before ultimate-
ly deciding to only limit their 
scale and size. But at Augus-
ta National, which has always 
played by its own set of rules, 
the topographical maps that 
plot putting surfaces down to 
the tenth of a degree of slope 
are not allowed. Instead, all 
Masters competitors are provid-
ed with yardage books that only 
show the location and direction 
of major slopes in the greens.

“It makes it harder. All I can 
do out here is judge with my 
eyes,” DeChambeau told Golf.
com in 2019. “Is it as precise 
as the greens books? Absolutely 
not.”

At last year’s Masters, three-
time champion Gary Player ex-
pressed his support of Augusta 
National’s decision to prohibit 
the high-tech books along with 
his dislike of these modern play-
ing aides.

“Bobby Locke was the best 
putter that ever lived, and Tiger 
Woods was the best putter and 
so on. I never saw him take out 
a book to read the damn green,” 
Player said. “To read the green, 
you’ve got to look at a book? 
Well, if you can’t read a green, 
you should be selling beans. It’s 
part of the game. Where are 
we going? Everything is so ar-
tificial.”

Of course, everyone will be 
playing by Augusta National’s 
rules again next month. So a 
player like Mickelson, who has 
nearly three decades of tak-
ing hand-written notes on the 
course’s famed greens (yes, 
that’s allowed), would seem to 
have an edge over someone 
like DeChambeau, who will be 
playing in just his fourth Masters.

But does the analytical — and 
yes, deliberate — DeChambeau 
also lose an edge from not hav-
ing so much info at his disposal? 
In those three previous Masters 
starts, his best finish was a T-21 
in 2016 as an amateur. And 
while DeChambeau’s driving 
prowess is the main reason he’s 
currently an 8-to-1 favorite to 
slip on the green jacket, finishing 
10th on tour in strokes gained/
putting last season was also crit-
ical to his ascension into the top 
five in the Official World Golf 
Ranking.

The lack of  a deta i led 

green-reading book in his back 
pocket may not make a huge 
difference in his putting per-
formance at the Masters, but if 
you’re backing the game’s most 
data-driven player, wouldn’t you 
prefer him to have access to all 
the data that he ordinarily uses 

when he plays? In any event, 
DeChambeau is taking a month 
off before attempting to win a 
second consecutive major. He’d 
probably be wise to use part of 
that time studying up on Augusta 
National’s putting surfaces. x

© GolfDigest.com

(Gregory Shamus)

Without his pinpoint green-reading book, Bryson DeChambeau will have 
to go more by feel to figure out the break on Augusta National’s putting 
surfaces. (Andrew Redington)
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New York golf neighbors avoid-
ed weekend frost. 

Through all the obstacles 
golf has faced in 2020, bright-
ness permeates at places such 
as Monroe, one of four private 
clubs within a five-mile stretch 
in suburban Rochester boasting 
a Donald Ross-designed course. 
Play is up, members and cus-
tomers are happy, the weather is 
tame and well-managed facilities 
are treating the golf course as 
the star asset.

From the new maintenance 

facility at Monroe and the un-
veiling of a major restoration 
of the East Course at famed 
Oak Hill Country Club to su-
perintendent-driven course 
enhancements at Skaneateles 
Country Club and Terry Hills 
Golf Course, a pair of mid-Oc-
tober days visiting courses in 
upstate New York yielded an 
abundance of positivity. Sure, 
questions exist about 2021 and 
beyond. But what’s wrong with 
reveling in the moment? 

The magical morning at Monroe 
involved touring a course where 

Ross and his team — which in-
cluded a young Robert Trent 
Jones Sr., according to the club 
website — used sand beneath the 
ground and the flow of a ridge-
line to create enduring variety. 
Monroe grips members, guests, 
visitors and employees. Delly 
grew up working on the course, 
returned as assistant superinten-
dent in 2006 and became just 
the fifth superintendent in club 
history following the tragic death 
of Mark Hughes in 2007. He 
understands the responsibilities 
of the job, thus the tremendous 
pride and satisfaction he exudes 
when describing what his team 
has achieved in 2020. “This has 
been the best turf of my career,” 
he says while staring at the 18th 
green. 

On the trek back to the main-
tenance facility around 10 a.m., 
I pass a family with two young 
children playing a four-hole short 
course opened in 2002. Turf 
mounding separates the short 
course from the maintenance 
facility. There’s no hiding the 
obvious: Monroe’s future should 
excite anybody involved with its 
past and present.

Skaneateles Country Club’s 
surroundings contrast the sub-
urban setting of Monroe and 
a new maintenance facility 
represents a dream instead of 
reality. Skaneateles (which is 
pronounced more like “Skin-
ny Atlas”) takes the name of 
the 16-mile Skaneateles Lake, 
the easternmost of upstate New 
York’s charming Finger Lakes. 
Only one hole, the par-3 first, 
features an up-close view of the 
lake. A clubhouse, marina and 
picnic ground occupy the club’s 
lakefront property. 

Superintendent Alan Ham-
mond operates a crew based 
in two maintenance facilities. 
Equipment is stored in a former 
airplane hangar parallel to the 
fourth hole and maintained in 
a shop near the 11th tee. The 
annoyance hasn’t slowed Ham-
mond or his team. In just three 
seasons as superintendent, Ham-
mond has added short grass near 
greens, expanded fairways and 
the practice area turf, removed 
trees, increased the amount of 
bentgrass in fairways, bolstered 
the topdressing program, and 
developed an energetic staff.

Skaneateles CC represents 
Hammond’s first superintendent 
job following stints as an assistant 
at Canterbury Golf Club in subur-
ban Cleveland and Oak Hill. When 
he’s not looking down, Hammond 
walks out to the marina, pauses 
and stares at the lake. A career 
journey that started in his native 
Ireland led to a leadership at a 
club where the possibilities are 
endless — and the views keep 
getting better.    

The chance to tell an upcom-
ing story about the restoration 
of the East Course at Oak Hill 
served as the impetus for this en-
tire trip. Starting a sunny Mon-
day morning at Oak Hill touring 
the course with manager of golf 
courses and grounds Jeff Corcor-

an and club officials offered an 
inside and candid look at the 
restoration process, agronomy 
and club management. In short, 
a course roamed by every giant 
of the men’s game over the last 
seven decades has reached a 
new level of greatness. 

The sun continued into the 
afternoon as I entered Terry Hills 
Golf Course by turning between 
a miniature golf course and a red 
barn. I had no idea the red barn 
doubles as the maintenance fa-
cility until calling superintendent 
Thad Thompson from the park-
ing lot. Thompson walked out-
side and greeted my arrival with 
a friendly wave. I was a bit sur-
prised to learn the maintenance 
facility lurked at the entrance of 
the property. The high-profile 
location means Thompson must 
always factor red paint into the 
budget.    

Terry Hills is a 27-hole fam-

ily-owned course. Golf outings 
and weddings account for a sig-
nificant portion of the business, 
so uncertainty reigned as spring 
stretched into summer. Like 
thousands of daily-fee facilities, 
Terry Hills received a boost from 
renewed golf interest. Located 
between Buffalo and Rochester, 
golfers from New York’s sec-
ond- and third-largest cities are 
flocking to Terry Hills and they 
will likely keep coming until it’s 
too cold to swing a club. 

Thompson is one of those golf-
ers. The veteran superintendent 
enjoys the Terry Hills land and 
people, so he participated in mul-
tiple golf leagues in 2020. Work 
in the mornings, league play in the 
evenings, sunrises and sunsets over 
the red barn — and thousands of 
reassurances about the value of the 
product he provides between the 
beginnings and endings. x

© golfcourseindustry.com

Bill Saxby scored his 8th hole-in-one with a 9-iron on the 134-
yard sixth hole at The Villages in El Santiago, Florida. 

At Shadow Lake Golf & Country Club, Larry Donahue used a 
6-iron to score a hole-in-one on the 142-yard third hole.

Local Holes-In-One
See More On-line at www.golfweekrochester.com
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TPC Sawgrass, Network Of Clubs Turn 40

by CAMERON MORFIT
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 

— Don your funny hats and 
torch the birthday cake.

TPC Sawgrass celebrated 
its 40th birthday Oct. 24. The 
birth of THE PLAYERS Stadium 
Course also marked the begin-
ning of the TPC Network of 
Clubs, a group of courses around 
the country that have been home 
to tournaments, training grounds 
for touring pros and a place for 
your average player to walk in 
the footsteps of the world’s best.

TPC courses have hosted 
more than 400 professional 
tournaments, with the rent-free 
venues allowing for bigger purs-
es and charitable donations. 
On non-tournament weeks, the 
TPCs allow recreational players 
to test their games where history 
has been made.

It’s those world-class players, 
though, who may have the most 
to celebrate. For them, the TPCs 
are a lot more than a bucket-list 
destination. They’re a lifeblood; 
a top-quality driving range, an 
impeccably groomed course (or 
two), a place to find a game or 
just a putting contest. For them, 
it’s hard to overstate the impor-
tance of former TOUR Commis-
sioner Deane Beman’s totally 
revolutionary “Stadium Golf” in-
vention those many moons ago.  

“It’s home,” said 2014 FedEx-
Cup champion Billy Horschel, 
who lives in Ponte Vedra Beach 
and practices at TPC Sawgrass, 
where his coach, Todd Ander-
son, is Director of Instruction at 
the PGA TOUR Performance 
Center. “It’s been a great place 
to practice, to get better.”

Abou t  77  p ro f e s s i on -
a l s  f r om  t h e  s i x  PGA 
TOUR-owned-and-operated 
tours play out of TPC Saw-
grass. A recent Thursday found 
Korn Ferry Tour players Ben 
Kohles, Brian Richey and Tyson 
Alexander working out under 
the tutelage of a trainer in the 
second-floor fitness room of 
the Performance Center, which 
was upgraded in 2017. They 
stretched, pulled, twisted.

Just outside the door to the 
exercise room, a junior golfer 
stroked putts in the putting stu-
dio with SAM Putt lab technolo-
gy plus other gewgaws at the di-
rection of the center’s dedicated 

putting instructor. Downstairs sat 
four indoor bays equipped with 
Trackman, ground-force plates 
and video capabilities; equip-
ment-repair lab; lounge; and 
fitting studio with hundreds of 
shafts and multiple heads from 
various manufacturers to choose 
from.

Just outside, the perks include 
unlimited play at Dye’s Valley 
course, a separate and secluded 
back tee, two putting greens, 
and a short-game area. Although 
overseeding began last week on 
the Stadium Course, two prac-
tice greens have been spared 
and will be kept as fast as possi-
ble for upcoming TOUR stops, 
including the Masters Tourna-
ment next month.

“It really is a state-of-the-art 
facility,” said Fred Funk, who 
was asked at the Performance 
Center to name his highs and 
lows at TPC Sawgrass.

The high was easy: Funk was 
48 when he won THE PLAY-
ERS Championship in 2005.

The low, it turned out, was 
also easy. It was Saturday at the 
2001 PLAYERS, a day made 
famous by NBC analyst Gary 
Koch’s “Better than most” call 
of Tiger Woods’ triple-breaking, 
60-foot birdie putt at the island 
17th, which led to Woods’ one-
shot victory.

“You always see the ‘Better 
than Most’ moment,” Funk said. 
“Well, I was playing right in front 
of Tiger, and I hit it 12 to 15 feet 
right of the hole and five-putted. 
I actually made a three-footer for 
my fifth putt for a 6. It knocked 
me right out of contention. I was 
so angry.”

It was, Funk recalled, the only 
five-putt of his career.

“I hit a lot better tee shot than 
Tiger and walk off with 6, he 
walks off with 2,” he said. “I had 
the ‘Worse than Most’ putt and 
he had the ‘Better than Most’ in 
back-to-back groups.”

Funk gave a rueful chuckle. 
Despite being up 20-14, he had 
just lost a chipping contest to 
his son Taylor, also a pro, on 
the practice green outside the 
Performance Center. The Funk 
family will be moving to Austin, 
Texas, soon, and they’ll miss 
TPC Sawgrass.

The TOUR’s headquarters and 
other TPC courses are a place to 

compete, yes, but also to trade 
ideas about the swing. That ca-
maraderie is huge. Lanto Griffin, 
a Ponte Vedra Beach resident 
who will defend his Vivint Hous-
ton Open title soon, has spoken 
glowingly of the influence of 
Hall of Famer Vijay Singh, the 
de facto godfather of the TPC 
Sawgrass practice scene. Other 
players have sung the same re-
frain.   

“I’ve been around Vijay for 
12, 13 years now since I got out 
of college,” Horschel said. “He’s 
been a great sounding board. 
I’ve got a great relationship with 
the PGA TOUR because the 
headquarters are right there.

“Having access is massive,” he 
added, “but the bigger thing is 
how many good Korn Ferry Tour 
and PGA TOUR players are out 
there practicing. You share ideas, 
have little chipping games, have 
matches on the course — it’s just 
been a great spot to improve as 
a player.”

Not that it’s the only spot. 
Joseph Bramlett moved to 
Las Vegas last year in part be-
cause of its two TPCs, including 
TPC Summerlin, which hosts 
the TOUR’s Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children Open. Justin 
Suh, Bramlett’s friend from their 
Northern California junior golf 
days, made the move with him, 
and one of Bramlett’s fellow 
Stanford golf alumni, Maver-
ick McNealy, is now his Vegas 
roommate. Even amongst such 
frequent road warriors, it’s al-
ways easy to find a game.

“What’s not to like?” Bramlett 
said. “I mean, Summerlin’s a 
great fit just because it’s really 
quiet where we’re at. There’s no 
traffic, I’m six minutes from two 
TPC facilities, and both have re-
ally good ranges, good practice 
facilities, great access to the golf 
courses, there are 20-plus guys 
to compete with when we’re 
practicing. There’s a lot of good 
golf; I’m around a lot of really 
motivated people who are trying 
to do what I’m trying to do.”

TOUR-app roved  go l f , 
TOUR-g rade  s t anda rd s , 
TOUR-quality players — in-
deed, what’s not to like? Coast 
to coast and even overseas, 
suffice it to say the TPCs at 40 
have never looked better. x

© PGATOUR.COM

TPC Sawgrass is home to THE PLAYERS Championship. (Ben Jared/PGA TOUR)
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With Masters on Horizon, Tiger Woods Remains a Work in Progress

by JAY BUSBEE
Here’s what we do know: 

Tiger Woods will be at Augusta 
on Tuesday night of the Masters, 
hosting a very different Cham-
pions Dinner. How long will he 
stay after that? Who knows?

Woods, who finished up four 
rounds at the no-cut Zozo Cham-
pionship in a style that could gen-
erously be termed “uneven,” is just 
two weeks away from defending 
another title — the one he won 
in Augusta back in April 2019 

— and it’s all but impossible to 
project how he’ll do.

Woods won this event last year 
when it was in Japan; because 
of the pandemic, the Zozo took 
place at Sherwood Country Club 
in California. That should have 
been good news for Woods; he’d 
won there five times when it host-
ed his foundation’s tournament. 
Not so. Woods began Thursday 
by bogeying-or-worse three of 
the course’s par 5s, the first time 
he’d ever done that. It was part 

of an ugly opening-round 76 that 
left him within one stroke of the 
bottom of the leaderboard.

Then came Friday, and all sins 
were forgiven. Woods fired a 
beautiful 66, the best round-to-
round turnaround of his entire 
career. Everything was working 
for him then, and suddenly the 
thought of Woods competing 
at Augusta once again started 
dancing into people’s minds.

Not so fast. Woods struggled 
again on Saturday, neatly splitting 
the difference between the first two 
days with a 71. The highlight — 
maybe the lone highlight — was a 
gem of a par save through a tree.

Which brings us around to 
Sunday. Woods was grouped 
with Phil Mickelson, the 38th 
time the old rivals have played 
together. (They were joined by 
Adam Long, who offered up a 
funny happy-to-be-here tweet.)

The day was another to forget — 
four birdies, four bogeys, one dou-
ble for a +2 round and a one-under 
finish. On a leaderboard where the 
winner and his closest pursuers will 

be lower than -20, that’s not even 
close to good enough.

What does this mean for Au-
gusta? Well, Woods certainly 
doesn’t appear to be anywhere 
close to a level where he can 
compete with the Bryson De-
Chambeaus and Jon Rahms of 
the world. He could find some-
thing in himself in the next few 
weeks, of course, and he left 
open the door to playing in 
the Vivint Houston Open next 
week if he feels his game needs 
more work. But at the moment, 
Woods will be struggling to keep 
the leaders at Augusta in sight, 
to say nothing of in control.

As for that Champions Dinner? 

It’ll play out unlike any before 
2020, Woods said. “We’re not 
going to have it upstairs [in the 
Augusta National clubhouse, its 
traditional spot],” Woods said. “I 
think we’re going to have it down-
stairs where there’s more room 
so we can all be socially distant.”

Woods also noted that he 
doesn’t expect many of the older 
champions — who fall squarely 
in the COVID higher-risk group 
— to attend. But for those who 
do show up, they’ll be treated to 
Woods’ preferred meal: steak and 
chicken fajitas, sushi and sashimi, 
and milkshakes for dessert. Sorry, 
you’re not invited.  x

©Yahoo!

(Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)

Finish Player FedEx Earnings ($)
T17 Justin Rose 43.05 95,857.78
T17 Xander Schauffele 43.05 95,857.78
T17 Scottie Scheffler 43.05 95,857.77
T17 Webb Simpson 43.05 95,857.77
T26 Matthew Fitzpatrick 33.25 60,880.00
T26 Brian Harman 33.25 60,880.00
T28 Tyler Duncan 26.50 50,137.15
T28 Shaun Norris - 50,137.15
T28 Harris English 26.50 50,137.14
T28 Tyrrell Hatton 26.50 50,137.14
T28 Hideki Matsuyama 26.50 50,137.14
T28 Kevin Na 26.50 50,137.14
T28 Kevin Streelman 26.50 50,137.14
T35 Byeong Hun An 18.50 36,680.00
T35 Abraham Ancer 18.50 36,680.00
T35 Paul Casey 18.50 36,680.00
T35 Talor Gooch 18.50 36,680.00
T35 Satoshi Kodaira 18.50 36,680.00
T35 Carlos Ortiz 18.50 36,680.00
T41 Mark Hubbard 12.58 26,880.00
T41 Mackenzie Hughes 12.58 26,880.00
T41 Sungjae Im 12.58 26,880.00
T41 Takumi Kanaya - 26,880.00
T41 Brad Kennedy - 26,880.00
T41 Jordan Spieth 12.58 26,880.00
T47 Brendon Todd 9.50 20,053.34
T47 Tom Hoge 9.50 20,053.33
T47 Viktor Hovland 9.50 20,053.33
T50 Jim Herman 7.75 17,560.00
T50 Andrew Landry 7.75 17,560.00
T50 Collin Morikawa 7.75 17,560.00
T50 Matthew Wolff 7.75 17,560.00
T54 Gunn Charoenkul - 16,480.00
T54 Harry Higgs 6.10 16,480.00
T54 Matt Kuchar 6.10 16,480.00
T57 Tommy Fleetwood 5.40 16,000.00
T57 Rickie Fowler 5.40 16,000.00
T57 Richy Werenski 5.40 16,000.00
T60 Jason Day 4.80 15,520.00
T60 Jazz Janewattananond - 15,520.00
T60 Chan Kim - 15,520.00
T63 Adam Hadwin 4.20 15,040.00
T63 Ryo Ishikawa - 15,040.00
T63 Nick Taylor 4.20 15,040.00
T66 Mikumu Horikawa - 14,560.00
T66 Shugo Imahira - 14,560.00
T66 Adam Long 3.60 14,560.00
69 Billy Horschel 3.20 14,240.00
T70 Marc Leishman 2.95 14,000.00
T70 Brendan Steele 2.95 14,000.00
T72 Rikuya Hoshino - 13,600.00
T72 Danny Lee 2.70 13,600.00
T72 Tiger Woods 2.70 13,600.00
75 Naoki Sekito - 13,280.00
76 Phil Mickelson 2.40 13,120.00
77 Michael Thompson 2.30 12,960.00

© Golf Channel
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college football, the NFL, high 
school football, and family re-
sponsibilities. Just a few distrac-
tions. 

But making the time for golf is 
worth it. Fall is a beautiful time 
of year. Find the time. 

Make dates to play 18 or even 
9 holes with the family, friends, 
people from work, or the club. 
Grab the joy while you can. 

Go find (or acquire) a few fall 
outfits, sweaters, and maybe 
even a hand warmer. Find a bit 
of time each week to take that 
joyous walk around the green 
grass and swing away. You will 
hit a few good ones, maybe a 
few poor ones too. 

The important thing is how 
playing golf makes you feel. You 
will be glad you invested the time.

If you have the chance to take 

the kids, grandkids or friends for 9, 
do that as often as you can. Talk 
about having fun with no regrets. 
Discover the joy on their faces and 
the laughter that abounds. Now 
that is a round of golf.

Allow yourself time during the 
fall season to swing away at least 3 
times a month. There are dozens 
of reasons not to. Do it anyway.

Go out and play the game! x
© PGA.com

McDonald on Top After Drive 
On Championship Moving Day

It’s never simple, never easy, 
and more often than not, it’s 
a grind to the finish line on the 
LPGA Tour.

When the dust settled on Sat-
urday at the LPGA Drive On 
Championship — Reynold Lake 
Oconee, it was Ally McDon-
ald who came out with the lead 
after a third-round 69 at -13. 
Playing alongside 2020 Tour 
rookie Bianca Pagdanganan and 
five-time Tour winner Danielle 
Kang, McDonald traded the lead 
with both players after bogeying 
her opening hole. After birdies 
at Nos. 5 and 8, she regained 
the lead with another birdie at 
No. 9 and would keep it the rest 
of the round.  

“Missed it a little right of the 
pin,” said McDonald of her ap-
proach on No. 9. “But that's 
exactly why I have the strategy 
that I do, because I'm not going 
to hit it exactly where I want to 
every single time. I was looking 
a little left and a little past the 
pin and I hit it a little short and a 
little right, and just so happened 
it was four feet right of the hole; 
was able to roll that in.” 

Despite a bogey on No. 17, 
two birdies on the card were 
enough for the 54-hole lead, 
which McDonald holds for the 
first time in her career. “I played 
some really solid golf after I kind 
of settled in. Made a few bad 
swings towards the end of the 
round, but I'm not going to dis-
credit how I really did settle in 
and played solid golf for most 
of my holes,” said McDonald, 
who turns 28 tomorrow. “So I'm 
excited with the position I'm in. 
Mentally I think I handled myself 
really well. Ready to take on 
tomorrow.” 

Pagdanganan, in just her sixth 
event of the season, is one back 

of McDonald at -12 after a 69 
kept her in contention for the 
second consecutive tournament. 
After birding No. 2 to gain the 
lead for the only time of the 
third round, the young Filippino 
answered two bogeys on Nos. 3 
and 5 with two birdies on Nos. 7 
and 9. After seven straight pars, 
Pagdanganan closed with birdies 
on the final two holes, the most 
“relieving” part of her round.

“I was just like telling my cad-
die, I was telling Brandon, it's 
fine if the putts aren't dropping, 
but I'm giving myself really, really 
good opportunities. Eventually 
they're going to have to drop. 
Probably take a little more time 
to read the green,” said Pag-
danganan. “But after I made the 
putt on 17 I was judge I can oh, 
my goodness, like finally. Like 
literally a sigh of relief. Coming 
into 18 I was like, okay, just hit 
a good drive and give yourself 
another good chance to make 
a birdie. ”

For Kang, it was a roller-coast-
er of a day to get to solo third 
at -11. After a bogey on No. 2, 
Kang made three consecutive 
birdies on Nos. 4-6, and made a 
crucial par-save to keep in it at 
No. 9. Kang’s back-nine includ-
ed a double-bogey on No. 16 
after hitting out of bounds, but 
after a birdie on No. 18, Kang 
closed with a 70. She, Pagdan-
ganan and leader McDonald will 
once again be the final grouping, 
and Kang plans on being more 
aggressive on the final day as 
she looks for her third win of the 
2020 season.

“I'm very frustrated today, but 
there was a lot of up and downs. 
But I think I handled the curve 
balls pretty well. Good to finish 
on a birdie,” said Kang.

Following the top-three is Car-

lota Ciganda, who carded one 
early bogey on No. 3 and five 
birdies to sit in solo fourth at -10. 
Three-time Tour winner Katherine 
Kirk rounds out the top five at 
-9 overall after a third-round 70. 
Three players are in a tie for sixth 
at -8 — Mina Harigae, Brittany 
Altomare and Ariya Jutanugarn, 
with major champions Lydia Ko 
and Pernilla Lindberg along with 
Megan Khang and Angel Yin 
lurking close behind at -7 in a 
tie for ninth. 

Despite Reasons to Fret, 
McDonald Composed 
Heading Into Drive 
on Final Found

Though Mississippian Ally Mc-
Donald has been on the LPGA 
Tour for five years, Sunday 
would be her first Tour victo-
ry. For that reason alone, the 
newly-wedded golfer would have 
any right to be nervous. Instead, 
she’s choosing to trust—the pro-
cess, her hard work, her fans’ 
support, and most importantly, 
her faith. 

“I'm definitely in a more com-
fortable position knowing that 
what I have and me is enough. I 
don't have to push and be more 
than I am. It's just kind of going 
and trusting what I know I can 
do. Trying to tee it up with the 
best players in the world and try 
to play my best. That's it,” said 
McDonald of how she has man-
aged to stay as composed as she 
has the last few days. 

Having trust in one’s self is a 
huge advantage especially for 
athletes. Having a team who 
also thinks similarly and supports 
you is a blessing, and McDonald 
knows that.

“Well, several things. I've been 
around a lot of people in my 
life that have just fed me knowl-
edge, whether it's golf or life. 
I've always believed that golf is 
not who I am; it's just what I do. 
From junior golf with my parents 
and grandparents to college golf 
with my coaches, swing coach, 
short game coach, now my hus-
band, can kind of get in my ear 
and chill me out a little bit,” said 
McDonald, who has the sup-
port of her parents following her 
around the Great Waters course. 
“It's just been good having so 
many people feeding into me 
and where I am now.” x

© LPGA.com

(Getty Images)
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Tyrrell Hatton Gets Unique Ruling in Bunker 
During the CJ Cup Due To Jon Rahm

by JACK SEDDON
We’ve seen a lot of rules inci-

dents on the PGA Tour over the 
past year, but the one involving 
Tyrrell Hatton and Jon Rahm 
during the second round of the 
CJ Cup was definitely something 
I haven’t seen before.

Hatton, who recently won the 
BMW PGA Championship — the 
European Tour’s flagship event, 
put in another excellent per-
formance on the PGA Tour in 
Las Vegas, but during Friday’s 
second round he was involved in 

a very unique ruling involving a 
bunker and some grass.

The Englishman’s second shot 
at the par-4 11th at Shadow 
Creek found a greenside bunker, 
whilst his playing partner Rahm 
had found the rough just behind 
the bunker from the tee.

Rahm played his second shot 
onto the fringe of the green, but 
a huge divot came out of the 
thick grass where his ball had lay 
to rest and it just so happened to 
land right on top of Hatton’s ball 
in the bunker.

“We thought this game was 
hard enough,” said one of the 
Golf Channel announcers.

Hatton and his caddie then 
called over a rules official to see 
what he could do in this unique 
situation. 

In this scenario, Hatton was 
allowed to pick up his ball, have 
the area of the bunker raked, 
before replacing it back in its 
original place.

The World No.9 then played 
his next shot beautifully, al-
though he missed the putt for 
par and walked away with a 
bogey.

Let’s take a look at the R&A 
ruling for this situation.
8.1d(1)/1

Examples Where Player Is Al-
lowed to Restore Conditions Al-
tered by the Actions of Another 
Person or Outside Influence

— A player’s lie or area of 
intended stance or intended 
swing is worsened when anoth-
er player’s stroke creates a divot 
or deposits sand, soil, grass or 
other material on or around his 
or her ball.

In all such situations, the play-
er is allowed to restore condi-
tions without penalty, but is not 

required to do so.
©Golf Magic

•  •  •

Adam Scott is 
Latest PGA Player 
to Test Positive 
for COVID-
19, Withdraws 
from Zozo 
Championship

by JASON OWENS
Adam Scott has withdrawn 

from the PGA Tour’s Zozo 
Championship this week after 
testing positive for COVID-19.

The PGA Tour announced 
the news on Wednesday with a 
statement from Scott.

“While it’s difficult news to re-
ceive — as I really looked forward 
to playing this week — my focus 
is now on recovery for the final 
stretch of the fall,” Scott said, 
per the PGA statement.

Neither Scott nor the PGA 
provided details of of Scott’s 
diagnosis or whether he was 
symptomatic.

Jim Herman will replace Scott 
in the field.

The tournament that normally 
takes place in Japan starts Thurs-
day at the Sherwood Country 
Club in Thousand Oaks, Califor-
nia. The venue was moved this 
year because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Tiger Woods won the tour-
nament in 2019 and is slated 
to play this week to defend his 
championship.

•  •  •

Another top 
golfer catches 
COVID-19

Per Golf Channel, Scott is the 
15th PGA player to test positive 
for COVID-19. World No. 1 
Dustin Johnson also withdrew 
from the Zozo Championship 
and last week’s CJ Cup after 
testing positive.

Scott’s intent to focus on the 
fall presumably means he hopes 
to play in the Masters, which will 
start Nov. 12 after COVID-19 
forced a postponement from its 
traditional April schedule.

Scott won the Masters in 
2013 and is the No. 15 ranked 
player in the world. x

©Yahoo!

GOLF opinion & comment

Golfer Gets a Ladder to Play 
His Shot from the Bunker

by ANDY ROBERTS
A golf video has gone viral after a 

player decided to play a shot from off 
the top of a LADDER while in a pot 
bunker. Only it did not end too well! 

What made the shot even more ri-
diculous was that the golfer in question 
could have taken free relief due to his 
ball being embedded in the face of the 
bunker. Golf Rules Questions on Insta-
gram posted the video (below), and then 
took a closer look at the golfer’s penalty 
due to “building a stance.”

“This is considered building a stance, 
for which the penalty is the general 
penalty,” says GRQ on its latest Insta-
gram post. 

This means a two-stroke penalty in 
strokeplay, and a loss of hole in match-
play. 

Unfortunately for the golfer, he would 
have been entitled to free relief had he 
known the rules of golf due to his ball 
being embedded in the face of the lip 
of the bunker. This falls under Rule 16. 

However, the golf rule in question 
for this particular video of “building 
a stance” via the ladder is Rule 8.1a, 
which you can learn more about in the 
following definition from the R&A’s 
Player Edition:
8.1 — Your Actions 
That Improve Conditions 
Affecting Your Stroke

This Rule restricts what you may do to 
improve any of the “conditions affecting 
your stroke” (see Definition for the list 
of things that are protected).

a — Actions That 
Are Not Allowed

Except in the limited ways allowed in 
Rules 8.1b, c and d, you must not take 
any of these actions if they improve the 
conditions affecting your stroke:

Move, bend or break any growing or 
attached natural object, or immovable 
obstruction, integral object or boundary 
object, or tee-marker for the teeing area 
when playing a ball from that teeing 
area.

Move a loose impediment or movable 
obstruction into position (such as to 
build a stance).

Alter the surface of the ground.

Remove or press down sand or loose 
soil.

Remove dew, frost or water.
Penalty for Breach of Rule 8.1a: Gen-

eral Penalty.
b — Actions That Are Allowed

In preparing for or making a stroke, 
you may take any of these actions and 
there is no penalty even if doing so 
improves the conditions affecting your 
stroke:

Fairly search for your ball by taking 
reasonable actions to find and identify it.

Take reasonable actions to remove 
loose impediments and movable ob-
structions.

Take reasonable actions to mark the 
spot of a ball and to lift and replace 
your ball.

Ground your club lightly right in front 
of or right behind your ball (but you 
cannot do this in a bunker).

Firmly place your feet in taking a 
stance, including a reasonable amount 
of digging in with your feet in sand or 
loose soil.

Fairly take your stance by taking rea-
sonable actions to get to your ball and 
take your stance. But when doing so 
you are not entitled to a normal stance 
or swing and you must use the least in-
trusive course of action to deal with the 
particular situation.

Make a stroke or the backswing for 

a stroke which is then made. But when 
your ball is in a bunker, touching the 
sand in the bunker in taking your back-
swing is not allowed.

On the putting green, remove sand 
and loose soil and repair damage.

Move a natural object to see if it 
is loose. But if the object is found to 
be growing or attached, it must stay 
attached and be returned as nearly as 
possible to its original position.
c — Avoiding Penalty 
by Restoring Conditions 
Improved in Breach 
of Rule 8.1a

There are limited instances when you 
may avoid the penalty by restoring the 
original conditions before making a 
stroke. The determination as to whether 
the improvement has been eliminated 
will be made by the Committee.
d — Restoring Conditions 
Worsened After Ball 
Came to Rest

If the conditions affecting your stroke 
are worsened by another player, an an-
imal or an artificial object after your ball 
has come to rest, you have the ability to 
restore the original conditions as near as 
possible. However, you are not allowed 
to restore the conditions if they were 
worsened by you, a natural object or by 
natural forces.  x

©Golf Magic
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Fans are Coming Back to the PGA 
Tour, But Not Every Player is Ready

by REX HOGGARD
Matthew Wolff’s mother lives about 

10 minutes from Sherwood Country 
Club. His swing coach, George Gankas, 
is 10 minutes in the other direction. And 
although he grew up on the other side of 
the posh club’s gilded gates, Wolff still 
considers this week’s Zozo Champion-
ship a home game.

In another time and place, this week’s 
relocated PGA Tour stop would have 
been a rare opportunity for the 21-year-
old to enjoy being the hometown favorite 
paired alongside Tiger Woods.

“Playing with [Woods], we would have 
drawn a really large crowd,” said Wolff, 
who grew up in nearby Agoura Hills. 
“I’m sure my family and my friends will 
probably be hopping house to house 
and try to catch me on certain holes and 
stuff. Even though there’s not going to be 
fans allowed, I’m sure they’ll try to find 
a way to come and watch me as much 
as they can.”

Stealing glimpses from behind fences 
and “hopping” from house to house 
has been as close as fans have come to 
the Tour since Thursday at The Players 
Championship in March. That afternoon 
the circuit announced it would play the 
remainder of the flagship event without 
fans and within hours of that decision, 
officials pulled the plug entirely, as sports 
and society came to a screeching halt in 
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Play resumed in June, but it’s been 
lonely without fans, especially at the 
PGA Championship in August and last 
month’s U.S. Open. But the long wait is 
over: officials in Bermuda and Houston 
plan to allow a limited number of fans on 

property the next two weeks.
“I love fans. I’m really excited for them 

to come back,” Wolff said. “It’s been 
difficult coming to all these courses and 
just kind of having the players and the 
caddies. You feel it’s kind of quiet and, 
I wouldn’t say sad, but it’s just usually 
you come to events and there’s people, 
there’s buzz everywhere and people 
walking all over. I think that fans are 
really important in not only golf, but just 
all of sports.”

Considering how surreal Tour life has 
been without the fans, many players 
agree with Wolff, but not all have em-
braced the move. Phil Mickelson voiced 
concern Wednesday over the timing of 
the move to bring fans back.

“For me personally, I don’t like the 
risk that having that happen the week 
before the Masters. I just feel like the 

week before the Masters, like that’s a 
big tournament we have and I just don’t 
want to have any risk heading in there,” 
Mickelson said on Wednesday at the 
Zozo Championship. “It has made me 
question whether or not I’ll play [the 
Houston Open].”

Lefty went so far as to suggest he’d 
play the PGA Tour Champions event in 
Arizona the week of the Houston Open 
if it allows him to play without fans. No 
player is more engaged or energized by 
fans than Mickelson, but with the Masters 
looming, the risk is clearly not worth the 
reward.

Those who were concerned about 
the return of fans didn’t need to search 
far to justify their reluctance. For the 
third consecutive week, a top-20 player 
in the world was forced to withdraw 
on Wednesday because of a positive 

COVID-19 test. Last week, it was world 
No. 1 Dustin Johnson. Before that, it 
was Tony Finau. Now, it’s Adam Scott.

While all three of those players should 
be fully recovered in time for the Mas-
ters, a positive test the week before the 
year’s final major would likely require 
a withdrawal of the worst kind. But 
even those who might not have initially 
embraced the idea of fans back at tour-
naments have come around in recent 
weeks as other sports, such as college 
football and Major League Baseball, 
have started to allow a limited fan foot-
print in stadiums.

“I’m more comfortable with it now 
than I was, say, back when we were 
going to play the Memorial in July with 
fans,” Rory McIlroy said. “I think that 
was the first one and I think everyone 
was still a little skeptical about that. We 
just know a little more about COVID and 
what it does maybe not long-term wise, 
but at least in the short term.”

Still, McIlroy stressed, “We need to still 
be careful and protect the communities that 
we play in.” He’s not scheduled to play 
either the Bermuda or Houston stops. Like 
most players, he’s comfortable kicking the 
coronavirus can down the road until 2021, 
when he’s hopeful there will be more infor-
mation on — and maybe even a vaccine 
for — COVID-19.

The Tour was one of the first sports 
leagues to return after the quarantine, 
and it has been widely praised for its rel-
atively successful record since the restart, 
but when it comes to fans, some players 
are more comfortable with a cautious 
approach.  x

©Golf Channel
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with several management com-
panies this week, the surge in 
rounds has carried into October, 
which is good news given that 
October has an outsized effect 
on fourth quarter performance.

A couple of things to bear 
in mind. All these extra rounds 
do not benefit everyone in golf 
equally. There are several busi-
ness segments, such as resort 
golf, that are not enjoying a 
“V” recovery, and some courses 
are playing plenty of rounds, 

but banquet and general F&B 
revenues continues to be off. 
Second, significant increases in 
rounds played don’t necessarily 
indicate the same is happening 
with golf participation. While 
we’ve recorded noticeable in-
creases in juniors and beginners, 
the stocks and flows of our con-
sumer base may end up evening 
things out in the end.

But let’s enjoy this while we 
can. And let’s keep promoting 
“Autumn. Golf’s Best Season.” x

© National Golf Foundation

in perfect position with a 4-iron. 
But he sent that out to the right, 
trying to avoid a shot left of the 
green, and it bounced off a tree 
and into the creek. After the 
penalty drop, he had to play a 
marvelous pitch-and-run off hard 
pan to get up-and-down for par.

But he needed birdies, and 
that didn’t come for Thomas 
until he needed to hole out from 
the 18th fairway for eagle. His 
approach landed 4 feet next to 
the hole. The birdie gave him a 
69, and denied Rahm a small 
consolation. Rahm needed to 
finish second alone to return to 
No. 1 in the world.

Dustin Johnson, a Sherwood 
member who missed this week 
recovering from a positive coro-
navirus test, remains No. 1.

Cantlay moved back into the 
top 10. He has no weakness in 
his game except for the victory 
tally. Cantlay had gone more 
than a year since his last victory, 
when he rallied from three be-
hind at Muirfield Village to win 
the Memorial. His other win was 
in Las Vegas in 2017 when he 
came from four shots back and 
won in a playoff.

At a tournament with low 
scoring, he had no choice but 
to produce his best of the week. 
Cantlay opened with four birdies 

in six holes to get in the mix, and 
he surged into the lead with four 
birdies in a five-hole stretch on 
the front nine.

The final birdie was the tough-
est, a 7-iron he hit at three-quar-
ter speed that landed right next 
to the hole and rolled out to 10 
feet for his third straight birdie.

Thomas and Rahm provided 
some help on the par-5 13th. 
Thomas went from thick rough 
to more thick rough and still had 
189 yards for his third shot, and 
he ended up making a tough par 
save from the collection area 
behind the green. Rahm was in 
the fairway and in range, but he 
came up well short into a bun-
ker, left that short of the green 
and missed an 8-foot par.

No one else was within four 
shots of Cantlay.

The other show at Sherwood 
was on the opposite side of the 
course, Tiger Woods and Phil 
Mickelson playing together in 
the final round with no fans. 
There was nothing to see, any-
way.

Woods closed with a 74 and 
still beat Mickelson by four shots. 
Mickelson, coming off a victo-
ry last week on the PGA Tour 
Champions, had five 6s on his 
card. Both finished out of the top 
70 against a 78-man field. x

© Golf Channel

With Masters Next on His Schedule, 
Rory McIlroy Aims to Limit Mistakes

by REX HOGGARD
THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. — 

On Friday, Rory McIlroy said 
there was plenty of good in 
his game. He also said there 
was plenty of bad, pointing 
out that through two rounds 
at the Zozo Championship 
he’d made 15 birdies and yet 
was mired in the middle of the 
pack.

Following Sunday’s final 
round, he was asked to reas-
sess his game in what will be 
his final tune-up before next 
month’s Masters.

“After two days I had made 
seven [birdies] the first day, 
eight the second day, so I 
made 15 birdies after two days 
and was not in the top 40, so 

I was pretty proud of that,” he 
said with a laugh. “I kept say-
ing to [caddie Harry Diamond] 
every time I made a birdie, 
‘23, 24, 25.’ He said, ‘That's 
not a good thing. You're 20th 
in the tournament and you 
made so many birdies.’”

He added seven more birdies 
on Sunday (29 for the week) 
on his way to a closing 66 
that moved him into the top 
15 at 15 under par and gave 
him some momentum heading 
into the year’s final major. The 
Northern Irishman explained 
the key at Augusta Nation-
al will be avoiding the mis-
takes that haunted him for the 
first two rounds at Sherwood 
Country Club.

“I'm trying to be really al-
most just too perfect and I'm 
maybe just being a touch ag-
gressive when I get myself out 
of position,” he said. “So just 
taking my medicine a little bit 
more when I do. That was sort 
of the story of the week.”

McIlroy said he plans to take 
a scouting trip to Augusta Na-
tional before the Masters to get 
a feel for how the course will 
play in November but won’t 
play another PGA Tour event 
before the tournament. In fact, 
he said that after the Masters 
he plans to take 2 ½ months 
off with his next likely start the 
Farmers Insurance Open in 
late January. x

© Golf Channel

Brooks Koepka Wisely Responds to George 
Kittle Calling Him Out Over a Set of Golf Clubs

by ALEX MYERS
Brooks Koepka is one of the 

most intimidating figures on the 
PGA Tour. But one NFL star 
had no problem calling him out 
over a debt.

George Kittle claimed Koepka 
owes him a set of golf clubs 
during an interview with Can-
dlestick Chronicles. Apparently, 
Koepka enlisted the San Francis-
co 49ers superstar in a push-up 
challenge back in March and 
Kittle says the new sticks were 
part of the deal.

Kittle added that he did one 
more push-up than Koepka and 
then stopped. Oh, and that he 
was wearing a weighted vest 
while doing it because normal 
push-ups aren't even worth this 
beast's time.

Not coming through for a hulk-
ing 6-foot-4, 250-pound NFL All-

Pro tight end? That's a bold move.
But after Kittle's claim made 

the rounds, the four-time major 
champ wised up on settling up.

Smart move, Brooks. Now 
better make sure you get him 
something really nice. x

© GolfDigest.com

Bryson DeChambeau Hits 400-Yard 
Carry Mark … With Some Help

by BRENTLEY ROMINE
Bryson DeChambeau’s quest 

to add distance has not slowed 
down after last month’s U.S. 
Open victory. Not one bit.

As he continues to prepare for 
the Masters, which is now three 
weeks away, DeChambeau post-
ed some new launch-monitor 
numbers to his Instagram story 
on Friday afternoon. Among 
the eye-popping metrics: 211 
mph ball speed and 403.1 yards 
of carry.

“First time over 400. Carry…,” 
DeChambeau wrote, while add-
ing that he wasn’t even using a 
48-inch driver shaft, which he 
has stated he’d like to add to the 
bag by the time he gets to Augus-
ta National next month.

No, those weren't typos, but it's 
worth noting that DeChambeau's 
poke was aided by a 20 mph 
helping wind. Of course, it ap-
pears that the weather conditions 

also included 56-degree temps 
— hardly ideal for the long ball. 
(Perhaps a simulation of the fall 
conditions in Augusta?)

Two days ago, DeChambeau 
posted another video montage of 
himself getting out of his private 
jet and into his Bentley. Set to 
the Kings of Leon's "Use Some-
body," the video ended with the 
words, “The journey to 215 be-

gins.” It appears DeChambeau, 
who hasn't played since a T-8 at 
the Shriners earlier this month, 
could very well reach his latest 
goal by the Masters.

And should he bring that 400-
plus yards of carry with him to the 
first tee, he could have less than 50 
yards into the hole for his second 
shot on the 445-yard hole. x

© Golf Channel
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