
Study: Golf Courses Enhance Communities in the 
Same Way as Parks and Other Green Spaces

Through funding provided by 
the United States Golf Associa-
tion, researchers at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and Michigan 
State University have reached a 
key milestone in the most com-
prehensive study ever conducted 
on the environmental impact 
that golf courses have on their 
communities.

The Community Values of Golf 
Courses project quantified the 
environmental benefits of 135 
golf courses in the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area as compared 
with five other land uses: natural 
areas, city parks, suburban res-
idential zones, urban residential 
zones and industrial parks.

The researchers demonstrat-
ed that properly managed golf 
courses provide the greatest 

amount of cooling among land 
uses, are more supportive of 

(Guy Cipriano)

See Local Holes-In-One at golfweekrochester.com
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Phil Mickelson Grabs Second Champions Tour 
Win Ahead of PGA Tour Return, the Masters

by RYAN YOUNG
Phil Mickelson kept his perfect 

record alive on Sunday after-
noon. 

Whether that translates back 
over to the PGA Tour, however, 
remains to be seen. 

Mickelson flew ahead on his 
final nine to win the Dominion En-
ergy Charity Classic at The Coun-
try Club of Virginia on Sunday, 
marking his second win in two 
starts on the PGA Tour Cham-
pions — the PGA Tour’s senior 
tour. 

He finished with a 7-under 65, 
thanks to four birdies in his final Phil Mickelson has competed just twice on the PGA Tour Champions, and 

has two wins to his name. (Tracy Wilcox/PGA TOUR via Getty Images)

Here’s How Jason Kokrak Ended a 
Decade of Wondering and Wandering 

With His First PGA Tour Title
by DAVE SHEDLOSKI 

Talk about a nifty parlay. Well, 
of course, Jason Kokrak was 
going to win his first PGA Tour 
title in Las Vegas of all places. A 
favorite disguised as a long shot, 
the Ohio product possessed 
more local knowledge of Shad-
ow Creek than anyone, having 
served for several years as an 
ambassador for MGM Resorts, 
which owns the posh, exclu-
sive oasis painted on the Ne-
vada desert floor. And it just so 
happens that BetMGM, whose 
logo adorned Kokrak’s hat, also 
signed a multi-year marketing 
relationship with the tour in Au-

Kokrak — PAGE 5

Phil — PAGE 7

All Clear on the Fall Surface Front

by STEVEN PETERSON 
Whether your course is load-

ed with leafy maple and oak 
trees, packed with palm trees, 
crowded with conifers, or sim-

ply stuffed with squirrels, every 
fall day brings plenty of debris. 
As fall weather and wind litters 
the course with leaves, needles, 

(Courtesy of Toro)

Uresti Withstands Challengers 
to Capture the 32nd Senior PGA 

Professional Championship

by BOB DENNEY, PGA 
HISTORIAN EMERITUS

There wasn’t anyone holding 
a golf club able to stop Omar 

Uresti’s Sunday march to the 
32nd Senior PGA Profession-
al Championship. So, Mother 

70th Anniversary: The 
80s and the Age of Nancy

by SANDI HIGGS
Everyone just called her 

Nancy. Her bright smile and 
girl-next-door personality quickly 
made Nancy Lopez a popular 
sports figure who transcended 
women’s golf. Leaving college 

early to join the LPGA Tour at 
the tail end of the 70s, she wast-
ed no time winning tournaments 
and setting records.  

Arguably the first one-name 
player on the LPGA Tour, 

Nancy — PAGE 7

Uresti — PAGE 7

All Clear — PAGE 6
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Mizuno ST-X and ST-Z Driver Preview
by JOSH BABBITT

The next generation is getting 
closer with this early preview of 
the Mizuno ST-X and ST-Z driv-
ers. While you shouldn’t expect 
the company to be comment-
ing on this too much yet, they 
just might be hitting golf bags 

on tour relatively soon. Early 
reports are that it is a fantas-
tic successor to the previous 
model.

The current model for Mizuno 
is the ST200 and it has fared 
very well in our testing. They of-
fered three different models, the 
ST200, ST200X and ST200G 
and so far, we are only seeing 
the ST-X and ST-Z drivers on 
the conforming list.

We are not able to share 
more information other than 
these images currently, yet we 

can say there is a story here and 
it will be worth paying attention 
to in the coming months. As 
you can see, the ST-X and ST-Z 
drivers are quite a bit different 
and Mizuno has been on a bit of 
a roll with metal woods includ-
ing winning on the PGA Tour.

We will have a lot more com-
ing soon as this moves towards 
release date, including some 
ways THPers can be involved 
in putt their hands on Mizuno’s 
newest releases.  x

©The Hacker’s Paradise

Mulligans
News, Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes from the Local Golfing Community

Monroe County Girls 
Tournament of Champions 
Sends 20 to 2020 Section 

V Golf Championship
VICTOR, NY — The 2020 

Monroe County Girls Golf Tour-
nament of Champions was held 
today at Ravenwood Golf Club 
in Victor. The 9-hole event de-
termined which players advance 
to next week’s Section V Girls 
Golf Championship.

Finishing in first place was 
Julia Zigrossi from Spencerport, 
who posted a score of 37. For 
Zigrossi, this was her first Tour-
nament of Champions title.

Tied for second place was 
Caitlyn Keenan of Victor and 
Ava LaBelle of Webster who 
both shot 39. Jayden Ford 
finished in fourth place at 41, 
and Audrey Chung of Victor 
rounded-out the top-5 with 
a 42. The rest of the top-
10 finishers included Harper 
Dittman (Fairport), Kiera Lal-
ley (Victor), Brooklyn Rogers 
(Victor), Lilly DePalma (Spen-
cerport) and Haley Kucewicz 
(Webster).

The top-10 finishers were 
all named as All-County, 1st 
Team, with players who fin-
ished between places 11 and 
20 being named as All-County, 
2nd Team.

All players who finished in 
the top-20 qualified to advance 
to the 2020 Section V Girls 
High School Golf Champi-
onship, which will be hosted 

by Ridgemont Country Club 
on Monday, October 19 and 
Wednesday. October 21. From 
there, the top 9 players advance 

to the 2021 New York State 
Girls High School Champion-
ship where they will represent 
Section V.  x

1) Julia Zigrossi . . . . . . . . . . . . Spencerport  . . . . . . . .37
2) Caitlyn Keenan . . . . . . . . . . Victor . . . . . . . . . . . . .39
3) Ava LaBelle  . . . . . . . . . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . . . .39
4) Jayden Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . Pittsford  . . . . . . . . . . .41
5) Audrey Chung . . . . . . . . . . . Victor . . . . . . . . . . . . .42
6) Harper Dittman . . . . . . . . . . Fairport . . . . . . . . . . . .44
7) Kiera Lalley  . . . . . . . . . . . . Victor . . . . . . . . . . . . .44
8) Brooklyn Rogers . . . . . . . . . Victor . . . . . . . . . . . . .45
9) Lilly DePalma . . . . . . . . . . . Spencerport  . . . . . . . .46
10) Haley Kucewicz . . . . . . . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . . . .47
11) Elizabeth Taddeo . . . . . . . . . Penfield . . . . . . . . . . . .48
12) Mackenzie Daniel  . . . . . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . . . .48
13) Sophia Bradford . . . . . . . . . Fairport . . . . . . . . . . . .49
14) Olivia Dillenbeck . . . . . . . . . Penfield . . . . . . . . . . . .49
15) Ileana Cheruiyot  . . . . . . . . . Spencerport  . . . . . . . .49
16) Kendall Pask . . . . . . . . . . . . Victor . . . . . . . . . . . . .50
17) Diana Black  . . . . . . . . . . . . Penfield . . . . . . . . . . . .50
18) Martina Silvestre-Sales . . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . . . .50
19) Abigail Sikora . . . . . . . . . . . Fairport . . . . . . . . . . . .51
20) Kennedy Mueuller . . . . . . . . Spencerport  . . . . . . . .51
21) Emma Sweazy. . . . . . . . . . . Rush Henrietta  . . . . . .54
22) Anne Parsons . . . . . . . . . . . Victor . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
23) Abby Tebo . . . . . . . . . . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . . . .56
24) Emma Schleher . . . . . . . . . . Spencerport  . . . . . . . .56
25) Ava Malvaso . . . . . . . . . . . . Pittsford  . . . . . . . . . . .56
26) Raina Schubert . . . . . . . . . . Webster  . . . . . . . . . . .57
27) Sarah Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . Pittsford  . . . . . . . . . . .57
28) Mary Namisnak . . . . . . . . . . Penfield . . . . . . . . . . . .58
29) Kerrigan Landsdowne . . . . . Fairport . . . . . . . . . . . .61
30) Kendall Santarosa . . . . . . . . Churchville Chili. . . . . .62
31) Hanna Prince . . . . . . . . . . . Spencerport  . . . . . . . .62
32) Morgan Wrobble . . . . . . . . . Fairport . . . . . . . . . . . .66
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Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

ImpoRTanT… We want your ad to be perfect…
Your ad will run as it appears here unless we hear from you immediately.

please review this ad carefully.
◗ Check spelling and punctuation
◗ Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses and web sites.
◗ Check dates and times of all events listed.
If there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.

Monroe Extinguisher • 2x5 • 120215 • SH  Fax/Email: tcurtin@monroeextinguisher.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Monroe extinguisher 

roChester • BuFFALo
sYrACuse • eLMirA

235-3310
105 DoDge st.

24/7 “on the spot” service 

www.Monroeextinguisher.com

restaurants • service stations
Computer rooms • hospitals 
Flammable storage rooms

Fire extinguishers, Cabinets & Accessories,  
emergency Lighting, Automatic systems,  
Kitchen exhaust hoods...

•     sales, service, 
Consultation & training

• engineered Clean Agent
• All special hazards

We recharge your 
extinguishers

MONROE

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

IMPORTANT… We want YOUR AD to be perfect…
Your ad will run as it appears here unless we hear from you immediately.

Please review this ad carefully.
n Check spelling and punctuation
n Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses and web sites.
n Check dates and times of all events listed.
If there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Bodine • 2x5 • 121219 • JT bodineunlimited@aol.com

    

5480 County Rd. 36, Honeoye, ny 14471
585.367.2904 • bodineunlimitedtours.com
Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

Buffalo footBall @ New era field
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Ride Dep. 8AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

11/1 Patriots 11/8 Seattle 11/29 Chargers 
12/13 Steelers 1/3 Fish

**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $140+ pp

10/18 Bike tour Naples/Middlesex Enjoy a scenic ride as we
 explore South end of Canandaigua Lake/High Tor 
10/24 Bike tour around Honeoye lake  Enjoy a scenic ride as 
 we explore the valley. Historical markers & fun for the whole   
 family. Post Ride, picnic w/Chris for each tour ... ...$45/day +
10/17 winery/Brewery tour flX ......................................... $95
DEC Ski Killington Vermont w/Chris 2 days, 1 night ......$280
3/13-14  Skiing Gore adK & Sugarbush Vt 
  2 days, 1 night. We get lots of vertical here! Dep. 4am $370+
all Buffalo Concerts ride & tailgate Buffet 
(your own tix @ The Ralph 2021 Dates)
TBA    rolling Stones 45th annual farewell tour .......$120+! 
8/12 def leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+

VaSteK traiNiNG & CoNSultiNG SiNCe 1985
tutoring $45/hr: Help for Parents. 

Assist students in core subject areas so they 
remain current with schoolwork. Grades 6-12. 

Proficient in  Distance Learning, IXL, 
Google Classroom. Call Chris today!

wiNerY tourS ~ CoNCertS ~ BiKe tourS
8/14 Billy Joel @ New era field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+
TBA rock & roll Hall of fame w/picnic Dep 7am ......$90+
For music fans seeking world class vibes. 4 pax min.
Buffalo roCKieS road trip with Bodine 
Buffalo & denver
 12/18-22   w/ZW White Hots Tailgate & Ski ABasin option! $910+

    

5480 County Rd. 36, Honeoye, ny 14471
585.367.2904 • bodineunlimitedtours.com
Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

Buffalo footBall @ New era field
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Ride Dep. 8AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

11/1 Patriots 11/8 Seattle 11/29 Chargers 
12/13 Steelers 1/3 Fish

**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $140+ pp

10/18 Bike tour Naples/Middlesex Enjoy a scenic ride as we
 explore South end of Canandaigua Lake/High Tor 
10/24 Bike tour around Honeoye lake  Enjoy a scenic ride as 
 we explore the valley. Historical markers & fun for the whole   
 family. Post Ride, picnic w/Chris for each tour ... ...$45/day +
10/17 winery/Brewery tour flX ......................................... $95
DEC Ski Killington Vermont w/Chris 2 days, 1 night ......$280
3/13-14  Skiing Gore adK & Sugarbush Vt 
  2 days, 1 night. We get lots of vertical here! Dep. 4am $370+
all Buffalo Concerts ride & tailgate Buffet 
(your own tix @ The Ralph 2021 Dates)
TBA    rolling Stones 45th annual farewell tour .......$120+! 
8/12 def leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+

VaSteK traiNiNG & CoNSultiNG SiNCe 1985
tutoring $45/hr: Help for Parents. 

Assist students in core subject areas so they 
remain current with schoolwork. Grades 6-12. 

Proficient in  Distance Learning, IXL, 
Google Classroom. Call Chris today!

wiNerY tourS ~ CoNCertS ~ BiKe tourS
8/14 Billy Joel @ New era field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+
TBA rock & roll Hall of fame w/picnic Dep 7am ......$90+
For music fans seeking world class vibes. 4 pax min.
Buffalo roCKieS road trip with Bodine 
Buffalo & denver
 12/18-22   w/ZW White Hots Tailgate & Ski ABasin option! $910+

10/25 Bike Tour Naples/Middlesex Enjoy a scenic ride as we 
explore South end of Canandaigua Lake/High Tor
10/24 Bike Tour Around Honeoye Lake Enjoy a scenic ride as we 
explore the valley. Historical markers & fun for the whole family. 
Post Ride, picnic w/Chris for each tour ....................... $45/day +
10/24 Winery/Brewery Tour FLX ........................ $95
10/31 Winery/Brewery Tour FLX ........................ $95
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pollinators than urban residen-
tial or industrial areas, and re-
tain more nutrients from storm-
water runoff than suburban or 
urban residential areas. In gen-
eral, this demonstrates that golf 
courses enhance surrounding 
communities in much the same 
way as city parks or open green 
spaces. 

Correspondingly, the conver-
sion of golf courses to residen-
tial or industrial use would sac-
rifice associated environmental 
value afforded to communities 
and could result in reduced 
biodiversity and increased tem-
peratures and nutrient trans-
port to surface and ground 
water.

A summary of preliminary 
conclusions from the ongoing 
project can be found in the 
Sept. 4 edition of the Green 
Section Record, the USGA’s 
digital magazine that offers the 
latest information on turfgrass 
culture, environmental issues, 
economic sustainability and re-
search.

The research is part of the 
global Natural Capital Project, 
composed of groups that have 
developed a systematic ap-
proach that places a value on 
nature and the benefits it pro-
vides to people and their com-
munities. Formed in 2006, key 
collaborators include the Nature 
Conservancy, World Wildlife 
Fund, Stanford University, and 
the University of Minnesota’s 
Institute on the Environment, 
among other leading sustain-
ability organizations. 

“This research marks a sig-
nificant moment for public golf 
as courses around the country 
face the continued threat of re-
development for residential and 
commercial use,” USGA CEO 
Mike Davis said. “It is critical to 
the health of our communities, 
particularly in urban areas, that 
golf courses are viewed through 
the same lens as a city park or 

other similar green space, and 
value is placed on their environ-
mental benefits as well as their 
balance sheets.”

The models and methods 
used for the initial set of Mid-
west courses quantified their 
“natural capital” by applying 
globally accepted principles that 
quantify the value of golf cours-
es in terms that land planners 
commonly employ when deter-
mining land use. The project is 
now being expanded to include 
more cities in order to docu-
ment a set of community ben-
efits of golf courses that will be 
applicable to most major urban 
areas in the country. 

“As the world transitions to a 
more urban lifestyle, it is critical 
that we understand the conse-
quences of development deci-
sions on urban green spaces,” 
said the University of Minne-
sota’s Natural Capital Project 
program director Dr. Eric Lons-
dorf.

“Examining the environ-
mental and societal impact of 
changing a golf course’s land 
footprint to a different land 
cover or management type can 
help us understand the impli-
cations of that decision on the 
ecosystem services provided by 
green spaces to the surrounding 
community,” added Dr. Brian 
Horgan, a professor and the 
chairperson from Michigan 
State University’s Department 
of Plant, Soil, and Microbial 
Sciences. 

The work for the USGA will 
help golf courses — especial-
ly those owned or managed 
by municipalities, cities and 
counties — make decisions 
that account for the outdoor 
recreation they provide, the 
biodiversity and the habitats 
they offer for wildlife and food 
pollinators, and the environ-
mental benefits they deliver, 
including stormwater runoff 
mitigation, urban cooling and 
carbon sequestration. 

The USGA signed a five-year 
master research agreement with 
the University of Minnesota in 
2015 in an effort to develop 
solutions to golf’s present and 
future challenges. The work 
was conducted by Lonsdorf, 
Horgan, Dr. Ben Jenke and 
Chris Nootenboom. 

The USGA has invested near-
ly $400,000 into the Commu-
nity Values of Golf Courses 
project over a three-year pe-
riod as part of its annual in-
vestment in the Turfgrass and 
Environmental Research Pro-
gram (TERP), the largest private 
research effort in the history of 
golf. Since the program’s in-
ception, the USGA has invested 
more than $41 million to ad-
vance golf by using science and 
innovation as the foundation 
to impact thousands of courses 
and millions of golfers. x

© golfcourseindustry.com

He’s Got ‘Momentum,’ But Where Will it 
Carry Phil Mickelson on Road to Augusta?

by REX HOGGARD
He was best described as a 

reluctant senior.
In January, when Phil Mick-

elson was asked about his im-
pending 50th birthday and his 
thoughts on playing the PGA 
Tour Champions, his response 
was lukewarm. But the combi-
nation of poor play on the PGA 
Tour, the pandemic and senior 
success has changed that outlook.

Mickelson remained perfect 
on the over-50 circuit with his 
victory on Sunday at the Do-
minion Energy Charity Classic. 
It was his second triumph on 
the PGA Tour Champions in as 
many starts and featured rounds 
of 68-66-65 for a three-stroke 
victory over Mike Weir.

“I have a lot of fun playing out 

here because I can play aggres-
sive,” Mickelson said.

Now Mickelson needs that sig-
nature aggressive style to trans-
late to similar success on the PGA 
Tour and next month’s Masters.

Mickelson put a new driver 
in play at The Country Club of 
Virginia and easily led the field 
in driving distance. The bigger 
question is how sharp his iron 
game will be at Augusta National.

Because of a weather delay 
on Friday, officials decided to 
play 36 holes on Saturday and 
Mickelson trailed Weir by three 
strokes after two rounds. Instead 
of rest, Lefty went to the prac-
tice range following that mara-
thon day to work on his swing.

“I didn’t strike it as well as I 
wanted to [Saturday] and I want-

ed to just get the timing back be-
cause I had been hitting the ball 
really well coming in at points,” 
Mickelson said. “I just kind of 
found the rhythm a little bit and 
tried to incorporate that today.”

Mickelson won’t have to wait 
long to find out how his game 
translates to the PGA Tour. He’s 
scheduled to play the upcoming 
Zozo Championship at Sherwood 
Country Club as well as the Mas-
ters, which he’s won three times.

“It’s been a year and a half 
since I’ve won on the [PGA 
Tour]. In Memphis I finished 
second and I love that feeling of 
having a chance,” he said. “I’m 
hopeful that this tour, this tour-
nament will help give me a little 
bit of momentum.” x
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2023 Solheim Cup Set for Globally 
Renowned Destination Finca Cortesin

The Ladies European Tour 
announced today Spain will host 
the 2023 Solheim Cup at the 
world-renowned championship 
course at Finca Cortesin, Anda-
lucía, with the exact tournament 
dates to be finalised soon. 

Set to host the prestigious in-
ternational women’s professional 
golf team event for the first time 
in the tournament’s history, Spain 
is no stranger to staging high-pro-
file golf events with a rich history 
in both the men’s and women’s 
game, hosting the Ryder Cup in 
1997 and staging 75 events on 
the LET and LETAS calendar in-
cluding the season’s order of merit 
— The Race to Costa Del Sol. 

Following in the footsteps 
of Scotland as the most recent 
destination to host the memo-

rable match-play competition 
on European soil in 2019 and 
Toledo, Ohio, who will stage 
the upcoming 2021 contest, 
Spain becomes the sixth Euro-
pean nation to play host to the 
greatest team event in women’s 
golf following previous countries 
including; Wales, Sweden, Ire-
land and Germany. 

Located in the heart of the 
Costa del Sol in Andalucía, Finca 
Cortesin is world-renowned as 
an elite golfing destination, pre-
viously staging three Volvo World 
Match Play Championship’s as 
well as regularly featuring in the 
top five list of ‘best courses’ in 
Spain by Golf World and Golf 
Digest magazines. It also recently 
enjoyed a comprehensive up-
grade of all putting surfaces in 

2017 and is known 
for its excellent con-
dition of the fairways 
and greens and chal-
lenging course design, 
an ideal supplement 
to its attractive land-
scaping.

Speaking about the 
news, Ladies Euro-
pean Tour CEO, Al-
exandra Armas, said: 
“We are delighted to 
announce Spain as 
the host nation for 
the 2023 Solheim 
Cup when it returns 
to European soil for 
the 18th edition of 
this major interna-
tional team golf event. Spain is 
a passionate golfing nation with 
knowledgeable fans and a history 
of developing generations of tal-
ented golfers while Andalucía’s 
strong cultural heritage will make 
for a unique experience for play-
ers, guests and supporters alike. 
The tournament will not only 
enhance the country’s reputation 
as an elite golfing nation but 
the Costa del Sol as a must-visit 
destination, which will help to 
inspire the next generation of 
children to take up the game.”

Spanish golfers have played 
an integral part of the tourna-
ment since the inaugural event 
was held in 1990, with as many 
as seven players representing 
Team Europe over the years – 
with only Sweden and England 
contributing more players to 
previous Solheim Cups.  More 
recently, home favourite Carlota 
Ciganda has participated in the 
last four consecutive contests 
while Costa del Sol star Azahara 
Munoz also has four appearanc-
es to her name since making her 
debut in 2011.  

Costa del Sol are joining the 
Global Partner family for the 

2023 event, alongside PING 
and Rolex who are long-standing 
supporters of the Solheim Cup. 
Deporte & Business will stage 
the event, working alongside the 
Ladies European Tour to deliver 
all aspects of the tournament. 
Deporte & Business General 
Manager, Íñigo Aramburu, said: 
“It’s an honour getting the Sol-
heim Cup for Spain. Undoubted-
ly, a good understanding among 
all the institutions involved was 
a key factor. Andalucía, Costa 
del Sol, Acosol, the Marbella 
City Council, the Benahavís City 
Council and the Royal Spanish 
Golf Federation went hand in 
hand to achieve a milestone that 
will promote quality tourism in 
Andalucía, and that will highlight 
the Costa del Sol as an unbeat-
able destination for women’s 
golf. I would like to thank the 
Ladies European Tour and the 
LPGA Tour for the trust they 
placed in the Spanish bid. 

“I can assure you we will try 
to host the best and most fun 
Solheim Cup in history. The 
Costa del Sol is a unique desti-
nation in the world and thanks 
to this event everybody will see 

it. I would also like to emphasize 
that the Solheim Cup venue, 
Finca Cortesin, is one of the 
best in Europe and its hotel has 
been ranked first in Spain and 
Portugal, so the teams will enjoy 
a world class hospitality in a 
spectacular setting.”

The upcoming 2021 Solheim 
Cup will be staged in Toledo, 
Ohio, 4th-6th September, with 
Team USA aiming to reclaim 
the trophy from Team Europe, 
who captured the 2019 edition 
with a spectacular putt on the 
last green in the final match of 
the singles.  

The Solheim Cup was first 
staged in Florida in 1990 and 
named after club manufacturer 
Karsten Solheim, who was the 
driving force behind its inception. 
The Solheim Cup is contested 
between two teams of 12 players 
over three days. It follows the 
same format as The Ryder Cup, 
with 28 matches — eight four-
somes and eight fourballs over 
the first two days and 12 singles 
on the final day.

For more information visit 
www.solheimcup2023.eu  x

©LPGA

Overall Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tammy Blyth . . . . . . . 82
Overall Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Joy Walker . . . . . . . . . 68
Flight 1
1st Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lynn Quinn . . . . . . . . 84
2nd Low Gross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Patty Riedel  . . . . . . . . 86
3rd Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amy Carlo . . . . . . . . . 88
1st Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kitty Colliflower  . . . . . 79
2nd Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tina Lambert . . . . . . . 80
3rd Low Net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Traci Petrillo . . . . . . . . 81
Flight 2
1st Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Margaret Henderson . . 85
2nd Low Gross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Paula Piper . . . . . . . . . 90
3rd Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Anne Harrison . . . . . . 95
1st Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Linda Potter . . . . . . . . 74 
2nd Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Marcia Exner  . . . . . . . 77
3rd Low Net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mary Schlitzer . . . . . . . 79
Flight 3
1st Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kristen DeLuca . . . . . . 91
2nd Low Gross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cheryl DeMeyers  . . . . 98
3rd Low Gross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Darcy Mucci . . . . . . . . 99
1st Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Susie Yarnall  . . . . . . . 78
2nd Low Net . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Janet Lyn Kowal . . . . . 79
3rd Low Net  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cheryl Ferguson . . . . . 80

WRDGA Medal Play Tournament — 
10/12/2020 — Monroe Golf Club
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gust to become an official bet-
ting operator. This week, they 
provided live betting odds during 
all four rounds of television cov-
erage on Golf Channel, a first 
for the tour.

If we didn’t know any better, 
we’d say the fix was in. And it 
was. Kokrak, a lumbering 6-foot-
4 power player, fixed his putting, 
which had been the only thing 
holding him back in his first 232 
career PGA Tour starts. And he 
was money on Sunday, shooting 
a bogey-free eight-under 64 to 
win the CJ Cup. In his 10th year 
on tour, Kokrak outdueled world 
No. 8 Xander Schauffele to win 
by two strokes with a 20-under 
268 total.

“It feels like home,” said 
Kokrak, 35, who has family in 
Vegas and has played Shad-
ow Creek more than 20 times, 
he estimated. “I’ve played this 
golf course enough that I should 
know it by now.

“Pretty special win.”
Kokrak and Schauffele, who 

can’t seem to buy a win this 
year and now owns eight ca-
reer runner-up finishes, put on a 
pretty special duel, one that was 
far better than a certain over-
hyped, ahem, “match” two years 
ago at Shadow Creek between 
Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson. 
Kokrak’s eight birdies on Sunday 
was one fewer than the two 

stars had combined to register 
in regulation in their $9 million 
winner-take-all showdown.

Schauffele was no slouch with 
seven birdies after each man 
began the final round three 
strokes behind 54-hole leader 
Russell Henley. Paired together, 
Kokrak and Schauffele were tied 
until a costly bogey by Schuaffele 
at the par-5 16th, set up by a 
wayward drive, proved the dif-
ference. Kokrak saved par from 
a greenside bunker on the same 
hole, converting a four-footer.

For the first time in his career, 
Kokrak led the field in stroke 
gained/putting, gaining 2.573 
strokes on the field. He made 
a little more than 401 feet of 
putts. A putter switch, to a club 
with a longer, stiffer shaft, that 
he made late last season has 
made a huge difference for a 
guy who ranked 151st in strokes 
gained/putting in the just com-
pleted campaign.

Experience on the tricky 
greens didn’t hurt. And reliance 
on his caddie, former tour player 
David Robinson, to help read 
those greens was another ace in 
the hole, so to speak.

“I would characterize it more 
D-Rob’s work,” Kokrak said, 
magnanimously. “I mean, he 
reads them pretty dang good. 
I did a good job of hitting the 
spots where we were trying to 
putt it to. Very happy with how 

I’ve been putting and kind of 
paying off with all the work I’ve 
been putting in.”

Make no mistake, though, 
Kokrak produced a stellar final 
round overall, hitting 12 of 14 
fairways and 17 greens in reg-
ulation. In other words, to use 
another Vegas term, he ran the 
table.

Quite impressive for a guy 
who had won more than $10 
million in his career but had 
never hit the jackpot. Twice a 
winner on what is now the Korn 
Ferry Tour, Kokrak three times 
had finished second and also had 
three third-place finishes since 
joining the PGA Tour in 2011. 
But there he was calmly steering 
his way around Shadow Creek in 
a two-ball with Schauffele after 
the third member of their group, 
Jason Day, withdrew early be-
cause of a neck injury.

The duel with Schauffele might 
have helped because he certainly 
knew all day what he had to 
do. And the California native 
wasn’t bad company either. “It 
was good because Xander and 
I, we’re friends,” Kokrak said. 
“Him and his caddie could not 
be any nicer. A lot of conversa-
tion, you know, put my mind at 
ease in between shots. It’s hard 
to concentrate for all of five and 
a half hours straight, so it was 
nice to chit chat up the fairways.

“He pushed me along just as I 
was probably pushing him along, 
making a couple birdies here and 
there.”

“We talked all day,” Schauffele 
said after his third straight top-
five finish. “I think I was lucky 
and so was he. We got along 
really well, and we definitely fed 
off each other, and it definitely 
showed in our scores.”

Sti l l ,  Kokrak could have 
buckled when Schauffele made 
three straight birdies for a tie at 
19 under. The Xavier Univer-
sity product talked later about 
nerves and about scar tissue. 
And doubts. “I think anytime 
that you’ve been out here for that 
length of time, you definitely have 
doubts in your mind,” he said.

And now he doesn’t. He was 
solid until the end. This week’s 
event, which was moved from 
Jeju Island, Korea, because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, was 
just the right combination of cir-
cumstances for a breakthrough. 
Not that he ever really doubted 
himself, scar tissue notwithstand-
ing.

“I think I knew, I knew in my 
own mind that I was going to 
get it done, it was just a matter 
of time of me getting out of my 
own way and letting it happen,” 
said Kokrak, who with the win, 
worth $1.755 million, rose from 
53rd to 26th in the world, a ca-
reer best. “Because my game is 
right there with the best players 
in the world and I just need to 
continue to believe so and if the 
putting’s there for me, we’re 
going to be right there in con-
tention.”

Odds are, he’s probably right. x
© GolfDigest.com

Jason Kokrak praised his caddie, former tour pro David Robinson, for 
his assistance throughout Sunday’s closing 64. (Jeff Gross)

Kokrak and his caddie walk on the 15th hole during the final round of 
the CJ Cup. (Christian Petersen)

Kokrak

(Continued from Page 1)
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Born in an Indian orphanage, Jeremy was adopted by a single mother 
and graduated from Rochester city  schools. As an Eagle Scout, he 
inherited a strong sense of family, faith, and duty.

Jeremy has worked for two New York Governors as well as the late 
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter, and now he’s a lawyer helping 
nonprofits provide essential services. As State Senator, Jeremy is 
committed to:  

   

Now more than ever we need elected 
officials who will fight everyday against 
anti-Semitism and bigotry. Jeremy Cooney 
is a proven leader who will be a strong 
partner for Israel.

—Charles Schumer, U.S. Senate Minority Leader  

 JeremyCooneyROC
JeremyCooney.com

FIGHTING FOR SCHOOL FUNDING
Jeremy demands our schools get their fair share 
of funding, both city and suburban.

PROTECTING REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
With a woman’s right to choose under threat by 
the Supreme Court, Jeremy will never waver in 
his support for women’s reproductive rights. 

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL
Jeremy is unwavering in his anti-BDS stance and 
stands strong in his support of Israel. Jeremy will 
always fight back against anti-Semitism. 

That’s what an organ donor is to someone waiting for a 
transplant—forever appreciated for giving the ultimate gift. 

Live life to the fullest. Help others do the same.

Join the donor registry at www.PassLifeOn.org



twigs and debris, cleanup is a 
daily part of your operation. 
Fortunately, with the right equip-
ment and a two-step approach, 
you can efficiently and effectively 
handle fall cleanup. 

The cleanup process can be 
divided into two steps: gath-
ering the debris and removing 
the debris. You want equipment 
that can help you do each step 
quickly to keep the leaves and 
debris from spreading again and 
speedily return your course to 
playable conditions. 

Start With a Blower
For gathering the debris, you 

want a blower that can move a 
lot of material in a short time. 
Look for a pull-behind blower 
with a turbine-style fan assembly 
that delivers a powerful airflow 
that can move wet, heavy leaves 
a good distance with each pass. 
With a full course to clear, mov-
ing debris a few inches at a time 
won’t get the job done. You 
need both power and airflow. 

For maximum efficiency, also 
make sure the blower’s nozzle 
can be used directly from the 
operator’s seat in the utility ve-
hicle and can rotate a full 360 
degrees. Keeping the operator 
seated is essential for safety and 
also saves significant time. The 
360-degree rotation increases 
efficiency and lets the operator 
remove debris from any angle on 
the course. A new nozzle angle 
indicator easily shows the opera-
tor the position of the nozzle and 
it allows the operator to easily 
set the nozzle to a low angle that 
gets air under heavy leaf piles 
or leaves that may be wet down 
from dew or rain. 

With a powerful blower, you 
can quickly clear greens and tee 
boxes, often in a single pass. 
Clear fairways by working from 
the center out, adjusting the noz-

zle so you can make efficient 
180-degree turns rather than 
looping around. 

 
Finish With a Vacuum

With the debris gathered by 
the blower, it’s time to remove 
it. Again, power and efficiency 
simplify the job. A pull-behind 
vacuum or combination sweep-
er-vacuum with a large hopper 
is the ideal choice. Power is 
essential to make sure there’s 
enough suction to lift leaves and 
pull up pesky pine needles. A 
hopper with a capacity of at least 
4.5 cubic yards greatly improves 
productivity by reducing time lost 
to emptying the machine. 

The goal of cleanup is to re-
turn the course to playable con-
ditions, so you also want to be 
sure that your sweeper-vacuum 
is easy on the turf. Look for a 
machine with rubber or flexible 
tips that gently lift debris into the 
vacuum, protecting the turf while 
efficiently clearing the debris. 

While the one-two punch of 
a blower followed by a vacuum 
is the ideal solution for clearing 
a course, you can also achieve 
success clearing fairways with 
just a sweeper-vacuum. With 
good suction power and a large 
hopper, you can cover and clear 
a lot of territory in a short time. 

 
Think Beyond Fall

It would be nice if fall was 
the only season that required 
cleanup, but we all know that 
isn’t the case. You can increase 
the return on your equipment in-
vestment by choosing equipment 
you can use year-round. For 
instance, in addition to clearing 
grass clippings, leaves, chaff and 
other debris from fairways, club-
house grounds, fence lines, cart 
paths and other paved areas, a 
powerful debris blower is also 
ideal for cleaning up aeration 
cores, divots and bunker sand. 

You can also use it to clear tee 
boxes any time of year, blow the 
dew off greens or to cool greens 
during a summer heatwave. 

Sweeper-vacuum equipment is 
handy for collecting the cuttings 
from thicker growth in the spring. 
It’s also ideal for cleanup follow-
ing verticutting, scalping, core 
pulverization and de-thatching. 

 
Think Safety, Too

Debris gathering and removal 
can create a lot of dust, so safe-
ty features that keep operators 
from breathing it in are import-
ant. Time-saving features, like 
the ability to control and adjust 
equipment from the tractor, also 
increase safety by separating 
the operator from the activity. 
Sweeper-vacuums that redirect 
airflow minimize dust by direct-
ing it back to the ground. This 
increases safety and also reduces 
the chance that dust will irritate 
neighbors. 

Some sweeper-vacuum equip-
ment include easy-access con-
trols directly behind the tractor 
for faster, safer dumping of the 
hopper. Some blowers include 
a wireless remote control that 
lets operators start and stop the 
engine, adjust the throttle, and 
rotate the nozzle from the safe-
ty of the tractor. Models that 
feature a fully enclosed exhaust 
system also protect against po-
tential injuries from the heated 
area around the muffler.

 
The Best Fall 
Color Is Green

The one-two combination of 
using a blower and a sweep-
er-vacuum is the most efficient 
choice for fall cleanup. Golfers 
will appreciate the clear view 
of the fairways and greens, and 
management will appreciate how 
the productivity increase delivers 
a higher return on investment. x

© golfcourseindustry.com

All Clear
(Continued from Page 1)

What’s in the Bag: Jason Kokrak

Driver: TaylorMade SIM (9 
degrees @8.5); Shaft: Accra TZ5 
85 M5 Proto 

3-wood: TaylorMade M5 (15 
degrees @14.5); Shaft: Project X 
HZRDUS Smoke 80

Irons: PXG 0311T Gen2 

(3-PW); Shafts: True Temper 
Dynamic Gold Tour Issue X100

Wedges: Titleist Vokey De-
sign SM8 (52-12F, 56-14F, 
60-08M); Shafts: True Temper 
Dynamic Gold Tour Issue S400

Grips:  Golf Pride MCC 

Black/White
Putter: Bettinardi Studio 

Stock 38; F.I.T. Face; 303 
Stainless Steel; 358 grams; Grip: 
SuperStroke Pistol GTR 1.0

Ball: Titleist Pro V1 x
© golfwrx.com
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six holes, to grab a three-stroke 
win over Mike Weir. 

Mickelson is now just the third 
player in the tour’s history to 
win his first two starts, and the 
second this year after Jim Furyk 
accomplished the feat at The 
Ally Challenge and Pure Insur-
ance Championship. Mickelson 
won the Charles Schwab Series 
at Ozarks National in August, his 
debut on the Champions Tour. 

Gearing Back Up for 
PGA Tour, the Masters

While the brief stops on the 
Champions Tour may have been 

a nice change of pace, Mickelson 
is now preparing to return back 
to the PGA Tour — starting this 
week with the ZOZO Champion-
ship, which was relocated from 
Japan to Southern California 
this year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Mickelson will tee it up at 
Sherwood Country Club this 
week, and then take two weeks 
off before the Masters Tourna-
ment kicks off on Nov. 12. The 
final major championship of the 
year was rescheduled from April. 

Winning on the PGA Tour 
and winning on the PGA Tour 
Champions, however, are two 

very different things. The 44-time 
winner hasn’t won on the PGA 
Tour since his win at the AT&T 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am in 2019.

He came close at the World 
Golf Championships-FedEx 
St. Jude Invitational in August, 
coming up just short in second, 
backed that up with a T71 finish 
at the PGA Championship the 
next week. He finished T44 at 
the Safeway Open and missed 
the cut at the U.S. Open in Sep-
tember, too. 

Though having his two newest 
trophies is a great feeling, Mick-
elson is ready for more again. x

© Yahoo Sports

Nature rudely interrupted Uresti 
just as he prepared to polish a 
gem of a performance at PGA 
Golf Club.

A loud thunderclap preceded 
Uresti lining up a par putt on the 
18th green, and he responded by 
nudging his 10-foot attempt left 
of the hole. Uresti tapped in for 
bogey to close a 3-under-par 69 
on the Wanamaker Course for a 
six-stroke triumph and — despite 
the approaching storm — set the 
72-hole scoring record of 18-un-
der-par 269.

Uresti, a 51-year-old PGA Life 
Member from Austin, Texas, 
earned a first-place prize of 
$26,000 from a total purse 
of $318,000 and became the 
fourth player to win both a PGA 
Professional Championship 
(2017) and a Senior PGA Pro-
fessional national title. 

“It’s always fun to come here, 
it’s comfortable,” said Uresti. “I 
like the golf courses and they 
seem to like me a little bit. I’m 
honored to do that (set a scoring 
record). It’s been a long time 
since I’ve had four good putting 
rounds together.”

Uresti built a six-stroke lead 
through 54 holes and found 
things weren’t as cozy as antici-
pated. Playing one hole ahead, 

defending champion Scott He-
bert of Traverse City, Michigan, 
went on tear between Holes 5 
through 13 with six birdies to 
trim the deficit to four strokes. 

Hebert was derailed, however, 
with a bogey at No. 14 for the 
second straight day and parred 
out to finish a 67 and runner-up 
at 275.

Paul Stankowski, a PGA Life 
Member from Flower Mound, 
Texas and playing in Uresti’s 
group, made his bid with birdies 
on Holes 7, 8, 9 and 11. He 
holed a 40-foot pitch on No. 9 
and against the deficit was four 
strokes. 

“Paul got off to a smoking 
start, making that great pitch 
shot for birdie at nine. I made a 
good par putt there just to keep 
things from going further down 
for me,” said Uresti. “With Paul 
and then Scott going after it, I 
was feeling the nerves and de-
cided I had better get going then 
and there.” 

Uresti caught his own spark, 
making a solid wedge approach 
on No. 10 and two-putted for 
par. Then, made consecutive 
birdies on Holes 11 through 13. 
“That settled me down,” said 
Uresti. 

Stankowski finished with a 68 
to share third at 276 with 2018 

Champion Bob Sowards of Dub-
lin, Ohio (70). Jeff Schmid of 
Iowa City, Iowa (69) and Walt 
Chapman of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee (70), shared fifth place 
at 279. 

Uresti’s PGA Professional 
Championship and Senior PGA 
Professional Championship 
victories place him in an elite 
foursome that includes Steve 
Schneiter of Sandy, Utah (1995 
and 2016), Sowards (2004 and 
’18), and Hebert (2008 and ’19). 

And, Uresti also etched his 
name in another page of the 
Championship record book. He 
matched the winning score to 
par (18-under) by 2009 Cham-
pion Bill Britton of Red Bank, 
New Jersey. 

PGA Golf Club has now host-
ed 13 Senior PGA Profession-
al Championships since 2001. 
Most observers on site were 
wondering if there has been a 
more dominant effort.

“It will take probably a few 
more strokes under par once we 
all return here next April (25-28) 
for the PGA Professional Cham-
pionship,” said Uresti, who will 
be part of the 360-player field. 
“I’m just happy to have had this 
kind of week here.” 

Hebert, the PGA Head Pro-
fessional at Traverse City Golf 

and Country Club, once again 
proved that the longest hitters 
aren’t always the clutch perform-
ers. One of the most success-
ful Michigan PGA Section per-
formers every, Hebert averages 
around 250 yards off the tee “in 
the air,” he said. He arrived at 
PGA Golf Club this week brim-
ming with confidence. 

“I felt great and I can’t say 
enough about the golf cours-
es,”said Hebert. “They’re just 
unbelievable. Bermuda isn’t my 
best surface. I got into a heater 

in the middle of the round, but 
then stalled with another bogey 
at 14. That hole and me… just 
hard to get a par there. 

“Omar was just too strong, 
too good. Fantastic for him and 
congrats to him.” 

Uresti led a delegation of the 
top 35 finishers earning berths 
in the 2021 KitchenAid Senior 
PGA Championship, to be con-
tested May 25-30, at South-
ern Hills Country Club in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. x

© PGA.com

Nancy brought many people 
to the game who otherwise 
would not have been interest-
ed. Much like the Tiger Effect 
nearly two decades later, Nancy 
single-handedly increased media 
exposure, fan awareness and 
sponsor interest in the LPGA 
Tour. While she dominated 
much of the 80s, by no means 
was Nancy the only storyline 
throughout the decade.  

An impressive group of future 
Hall of Famers was also coming 
to prominence during this time. 

There was Pat Bradley who 
won three of the four majors in 
1986 and completed the career 
grand slam. Beth Daniel won 11 
times between 1980 and 1982 
and matched Nancy’s back-to-

back Rookie and Player of the 
Year honors.

It took Betsy King seven years 
to figure out how to win, but 
once she did, she never looked 
back; winning 20 times between 
1984 and 1989, and everyone 
knew she was just getting started.   

Patty Sheehan and Juli Inkster 
were two more players who en-
joyed multiple winning seasons 
and became major champions 
early in their careers. All of these 
players continued winning tour-
naments and piling up accolades 
for more than 20 years, making 
the decade of the 80s one of the 
most significantly competitive 
time periods in the history of 
the Tour. 

But wait, there’s more!
In 1987, a little-known Brit, 

Laura Davies, would cross the 
pond to compete in the U.S. 
Women’s Open Championship 
and against all odds take down 
“Big Momma” JoAnne Carner 
in a playoff that lasted into the 
following Tuesday. The next 
year, a little-known Swede, Lisel-
otte Neumann, would capture 
the same coveted title. Those 
back-to-back European victories, 
along with Japan’s Ayako Oka-
moto becoming the first interna-
tional player ever to win the LP-
GA’s Rolex Player of the Year, 
started the organic groundswell 
that became Golf’s Global Tour. 

By the end of the 80s, the 
LPGA was becoming known as 
the place to compete against the 
best in the world. x

© LPGA.com
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(Continued from Page 1)
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Why Sunday Battle Between Jason Kokrak 
And Xander Schauffele Was a Bit Different

by REX HOGGARD
Pace of play is always an issue 

on the PGA Tour, but when an 
injury causes a group to play 
a man down, that pace can be 
even more exaggerated. Case 
in point: Sunday’s penultimate 
group at the CJ Cup.

Just two holes into the final 
round at Shadow Creek, Jason 
Day withdrew with a neck injury, 
forcing Jason Kokrak and Xan-
der Schauffele to play the rest of 
the round as a twosome.

“Day left us kind of early. 
Kokrak’s about a foot taller than 

I am, so we’re doing our old-man 
shuffle walking around, trying to 
walk as slow as possible, stall,” 
Schauffele said. “We talked all 
day. I think I was lucky and so 
was he, we got along really well 
and we definitely fed off each 
other and it definitely showed in 
our scores.”

The odd pairing turned out 
well for both players. Schauffele 
closed with a 66 to finish alone 
in second place, two strokes 
behind Kokrak, who shot a fi-
nal-round 64 to win his first PGA 
Tour event.

“Kokrak and I were aware it 
was going to be a really long 
day. It’s been a long day the last 
three days, so today playing a 
two-ball in a threesome tourna-
ment was very slow,” Schauffele 
said.

“I think we managed to pull 
it off.”

©Golf Channel
•  •  •

Winner’s Bag: 
Martin Laird, 
Shriners 
Hospitals for 
Children Open

Martin Laird won the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children Open 
for a second time to give him 
four career victories on the PGA 
TOUR. Here’s a look at what 
the Scot has in his bag. 
Driver: Ping G410 LST (9 de-
grees)
Shaft: Project X HZURDUS 
Smoke Black 70G 6.5
3-wood: Titleist TS3 (15 de-
grees)
Shaft: Mitsubishi Diamana BF 
70 TX

5-wood: TaylorMade R15 (19 
degrees)
Shaft: Mitsubishi Diamana S+ 
80 TX
Irons: (4-PW) Srixon Z785
Shafts: Project X 6.5
Wedges: Cleveland RTX 3 
“Raw” (52-10), Cleveland RTX 
4 “Raw” (56-10 FULL, 60-9 
MID)
Shafts: True Temper Dynamic 
Gold Tour Issue S400
Putter: TaylorMade Spider 
Tour
Ball: Srixon Z Star XV

•  •  •

Houston Open To 
Allow Spectators

by JACK BAER
For the first time since re-

turning amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, the PGA Tour will 
allow spectators at an event on 
American soil.

The PGA Tour announced 
Friday that it will put 2,000 daily 
tickets to the 2020 Houston 
Open, scheduled for Nov. 5-8, 
up for sale.

The tickets will be available 
starting Oct. 21 at the tourna-
ment’s website, and will run 

from $79 for Thursday’s open-
ing round to $109 for the other 
three rounds. The tickets will 
reportedly include food and drink 
at the course, alcohol not in-
cluded.

From the PGA Tour:
“We are very happy that we 

will have fans at Memorial Park 
for this year’s Houston Open. 
We greatly appreciate the ef-
forts of the City of Houston, 
Dr. David Persse (Chief Medical 
Officer for the City of Houston), 
and PGA TOUR for working 
with us in developing a thorough 
Health and Safety Plan that has 
enabled this to occur,” said Giles 
Kibbe, President of the Astros 
Golf Foundation. “The health 
and safety for all on property at 
Memorial Park and the City of 
Houston is our highest priority 
as we welcome members of the 
community to the newly-renovat-
ed venue and to watch the best 
players in the world compete.”

The Bermuda Championship, 
scheduled for Oct. 29 in the Ba-
hamas, is also planning to allow 
spectators. The PGA Tour had 
previously hoped to allow spec-

GOLF opinion & comment

How Much Every Player Won at the 
Shriner’s Hospitals for Children Open

by JACK SEDDON
Martin Laird claimed his fourth 

PGA Tour title on Sunday, win-
ning the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children Open at TPC Sum-
merlin for the second time and 
the Scot will be pretty pleased 
with the giant check that comes 
with it.

Finishing the tournament 23-
under par, Laird went into a 
three-man play-off against Mat-
thew Wolff and Austin Cook.

All three players made par at 
the 18th to take the play-off to 
a second extra hole, this time 
down the 17th, where Wolff and 
Cook once again made par, but 
this time Laird made no mistake 
with his birdie putt.

Laird, 37, took home the 
winner’s share of $1,260,000, 
whilst Wolff and Cook both 
earned $623,000 for their share 
of second place.  x

©Golf Magic
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The19th Hole . . . News, Notes & Quotes From the World of Golf

WINNER Martin Laird  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -23 $1,260,000
P-2 Matthew Wolff  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -23 $623,000
P-2 Austin Cook  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -23 $623,000
4 Abraham Ancer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -20 $343,000
T-5 Peter Malnati  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -19 $259,000
T-5 James Hahn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -19 $259,000
T-5 Will Zalatoris   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -19 $259,000
T-8 Bryson DeChambeau   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -18 $190,750
T-8 Justin Suh   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -18 $190,750
T-8 Matthew NeSmith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -18 $190,750
T-8 Si Woo Kim  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -18 $190,750
T-8 Patrick Cantlay  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -18 $190,750
T-13 Joaquin Niemann  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -17 $125,416 .67
T-13 Webb Simpson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -17 $125,416 .67
T-13 Sungjae Im  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -17 $125,416 .67
T-13 Harold Varner III .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -17 $125,416 .67
T-13 Brian Harman   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -17 $125,416 .67
T-13 Wyndham Clark  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -17 $125,416 .67
T-19 Louis Oosthuizen   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -16 $85,750
T-19 Zach Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -16 $85,750
T-19 Scott Piercy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -16 $85,750
T-19 John Huh   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -16 $85,750
T-19 Cameron Tringale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -16 $85,750
T-24 Tom Hoge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -15 $61,950
T-24 Patton Kizzire  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -15 $61,950
T-24 Cameron Smith   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -15 $61,950
T-27 Sebastian Munoz   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950
T-27 Adam Schenk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950
T-27 Russell Henley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950
T-27 Rob Oppenheim  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950
T-27 Andrew Landry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950
T-27 J .T . Poston   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950
T-27 Michael Gligic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -14 $47,950

T-34 Beau Hossler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Emiliano Grillo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Matt Kuchar  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Ryan Palmer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Robby Shelton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Dylan Frittelli  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Sam Burns  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Charles Howell III  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-34 Adam Hadwin   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -13 $33,483 .33
T-43 Kevin Na  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $26,250
T-43 Troy Merritt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
T-43 Sepp Straka  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
T-43 Sung Kang  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
T-43 Sergio Garcia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
T-43 Tom Lewis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
T-43 Joseph Bramlett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
T-43 Brandt Snedeker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -12 $21,665
51 Brice Garnett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -11 $17,570
T-52 Cameron Davis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -10 $16,674
T-52 C .T . Pan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -10 $16,674
T-52 Matt Jones  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -10 $16,674
T-52 Nate Lashley   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -10 $16,674
T-52 Rory Sabbatini  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -10 $16,674
57 Denny McCarthy   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -9 $16,170
T-58 Henrik Norlander  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -8 $15,750
T-58 Bronson Burgoon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -8 $15,750
T-58 Hunter Mahan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -8 $15,750
T-58 Joel Dahmen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -8 $15,750
T-58 Andrew Putnam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -8 $15,750
63 Chez Reavie  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -6 $15,330
T-64 George Markham  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -3 $15,120
T-64 Stewart Cink   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -3 $15,120
66 Luke Donald .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . -2 $14,910

The Money List: Shriners Hospitals for Children Open (Courtesy of GolfDigest)
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The Distributor And The Category-Buster: 
A Fairy Ring Tale

by HAL PHILLIPS
Michael Bailey recognizes that 

most people think of him as a 
mere salesman. For 22 years, he 
worked as a golf course superin-
tendent. Today all that experi-
ence is to be taken with a grain 
of salt — or so the conventional 
wisdom would have many in the 
turf business believe.

It’s obvious the situation takes 
him slightly aback, but you’d be 
hard pressed to find in his voice a 
trace of aggravation. Neither does 
it stop him from letting friends, 
customers and colleagues, who 
are legion, know his opinions, 
which are similarly legion — and 
which he prefers to convey 
once he has prefaced them with 
a series of disarming analogies.

“I consider myself a consultant 
as opposed to a salesman — ac-
tually, I’m more like a pharma-
cist,” says Bailey, technically 
a rep for the turf distributor 
Winfield United, a division of 
Land O’Lakes. “We are a huge 
company – bigger than Purina. 
But we do business like CVS 
does business. We manufacture 
our own fertilizer, for example, 
our own chemicals. But we’re 
also a national distributor for 
Bayer, Syngenta and Ecologel. 
So we’re like CVS and I’m like 
the pharmacist there: When I 
sell a jug of Hydretain, I don’t 
make any more or less money.

“When I walk up to the phar-
macist with a question and they 

tell me what aisle to go down, 
they don’t make any money off 
that advice either. He might 
suggest Excedrin for pain and 
Aleve for muscle ache. That’s 
the way the way CVS does 
business. That’s the way I do 
business.”

Bailey has touched on one of 
the turf industry’s most vexing 
issues — namely, the way dis-
tributors are generally obliged to 
finesse the whole issue of brand 
and the various product cate-
gories where those brands may 
or may not compete with each 
other, or perhaps where they 
compete with something Win-
field itself manufactures. Some 
distributor reps might find this 
awkward. But not Bailey, and 
here’s where all those years in 
the business come back into the 
equation. Bailey feels strongly 
that all that experience allows 
him a peculiar sort of freedom.

“What’s the best product for 
pythium? Segway is the best for 
pythium control — and we don’t 
make it,” Bailey says. “There are 
other companies that make py-
thium products and each one be-
lieves they make the best product. 
But I pretend I’m the pharmacist 
because I have my own view. You 
learn from so many people. Here 
in Florida, I deal with croquet 
courts, football fields, resorts like 
Mar-a-Lago and golf courses. I 
have learned from all these guys 
— folks who talk about the sci-

ence of horticulture: what they 
know.

“Maybe things are just differ-
ent for us here at Winfield. But 
we share all that knowledge, or 
I do. Wetting agents, for exam-
ple. We sell five or six of them. 
They’re all great. We make our 
own, too. It competes very well 
with the name brands. It’s been 
proven better than those other 
products, legitimately. It’s been 
validated by university testing. It 
sells a couple dollars less expen-
sive because we make it. But 
even there, I don’t sell someone 
off Aquatrols if they want to buy 
that product. It’s a great prod-
uct. Why argue with customers? 
They’re the chefs. They know 
what they want!”

But what happens when a 
product doesn’t have compet-
itors? One might imagine that 

makes life simpler — for the 
pharmacist, at least. But Bailey 
believes it actually makes the 
consult and the sale more com-
plicated,

In Florida, every superintendent 
lives in fear of fairy ring, for ex-
ample. Bailey is convinced — and 
his superintendent and sports 
field customers are convinced 
– that the only way to fight 
it is deft deployment of your 
favorite wetting agent (which 
moves water evenly through 
the profile) in concert with the 
moisture manager Hydretain, 
which binds moisture in Flori-
da’s sandy soil to the root hairs 
themselves.

“But here’s the thing: Hy-
dretain is different because it 
doesn’t have competitors,” Bai-
ley says. “There is so much 
overkill in this industry within 

any category, but not here. Hy-
dretain is Hydretain. It’s been a 
patent for a long time and it’s 
one of the few products that 
really doesn’t have competitors. 
But that gets in the way! I was 
recently talking to a city gov-
ernment about a project and, 
in situations like that, you need 
three bids. But there aren’t two 
more products that do what 
Hydretain does. But that makes 
me sounds even more like a 
snake-oil salesman!

“Hydretain is just a very, very 
unique concept. Not everyone 
sells it because it takes some 
time to explain how it works. 
That might take an extra half 
hour, or maybe another trip or 
two to see a guy. A lot of guys 
won’t do that. But I will.”

One customer with whom 
Bailey has spent that extra time 
is Matt Lean, golf course super-
intendent at Monterey Yacht & 
Country Club in Stuart, Florida. 
Steady winds off the Atlantic 
Ocean have traditionally dried 
out Lean’s putting surfaces, re-
sulting in serial fairy ring issues. 
Lean arrived 10 years ago. The 
club redid all the greens seven 
years ago and despite the pris-
tine soil profiles, the dreaded 
fairy ring started reappearing 
almost immediately.

“I’ve been lucky to be able to 
trial and error a bunch of prod-
ucts here,” says Lean, CGCS. 
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“I’d spray half the green with one 
product and the other half with 
another — and Mike would come 
out and try to tell what was what. 
Well, eventually Mike recom-
mended the Hydretain and I tried 
it. Been using it for years now. 
No localized dry spot, no fairy 
ring since … well, since I can’t 
tell you when.”

Lean agrees with Bailey re-
garding the sui generis nature 
of Hydretain. He believes that 
fact should make it popular with 
hundreds of his fellow superin-
tendents in Florida. Instead, he 
believes that when a product 
lacks competitors, that fact and 
the nature of distributor sales 
actually work against it.

“There are so many salesmen 
in Florida. They carry the popular 
items and if they don’t sell it, you 
won’t get it. We’ve all seen that. 
And if you don’t carry Hydretain, 
you sell people something else — 
maybe a wetting agent they say 
will do what Hydretain does. But 
nothing really does what Hydre-
tain does. 

“I get it: Distributors don’t 
want a product to sit on the 
shelves. You can’t sell every-
thing. There’s a yin and a yang 
to their business. But dry spot 
is so prevalent here and I can’t 
remember the last time I’ve had 
to deal with it.

“Ed Lamour down in Miami,” — 
Lamour is the director of grounds 
at the Dolphins Training Camp in 
Davie, home of the NFL’s Miami 
Dolphins — “has Bermuda 419. 
He feels the same way about 
Hydretain. I’ve known Ed a long 
time and with him, it’s all about 
what works. And he’s dealing 
with a lot more money than I 
am here. He’s dealing with a 
multi-million dollar franchise; the 
players are worth millions more.  
It tells me a lot when he’s using 
the product. If it didn’t work, he 
wouldn’t be using it.”

Understanding Fairy Ring
Fairy ring can develop any-

where but it is most readily asso-
ciated with Florida, where sandy 
soils predominate and, for that 
reason, soils have difficulty hold-
ing moisture. According to the 
NC State Extension, “The symp-

toms appear in patches, rings 
or arcs that are initially one foot 
or less in diameter, but expand 
in size year after year, reaching 
up to several hundred feet in 
diameter in old turf stands. Most 
fairy ring fungi do not infect 
or parasitize the turf. Instead, 
growth of these fungi in the soil 
can indirectly affect, or even 
kill, the turfgrass above.” Many 
superintendents do, in fact, treat 
fairy ring with fungicides, but 
it’s the dryness that first kills or 
otherwise compromises to the 
turf plant, especially on putting 
surfaces.

Even in a USGA green with its 
perfectly apportioned 12 to 14 
inches of soil mixture, the sand 
in that mixture dries out before 
anything else does. What’s more, 
greens feature contour, highs and 
lows, front-to-back pitches and 
vice versa. That varies the way 
water flows from surface to root — 
in ways you don’t see on more 
level fairways and tees. Over 
time, even the perfect profile 
will become compromised: Or-
ganics get mucky and pockets 
of poor flow develop. Portions 
of the profile can also become 
hydrophobic, meaning they are 
wet but deflect further moisture 
from traveling to specific root-
zone areas.

All these factors keep water 
dropped on the putting surface 
from traveling straight down to 
the roots, where it’s needed.

“When it rains or turf is irrigat-
ed, water goes in but does not flow 
straight down to where the drop 
has landed,” says Bailey, gearing 
up for an analogy. “It goes a bit 
left or right, not straight down. 
It disperses. Think of the way 
water drains down a screen — it 
tends to channel into miniature 
riverbeds. When you have a dry 
spot and run the water through, 
the water does not want to run 
to that dry spot. It wants to repel 
and adhere to the left or right. 
Water goes to water, not to dry 
sand. You can see that on a ta-
bletop: Water droplets want to 
team up and combine.”

Wetting agents break that water 
tension and make it flow more 
evenly and consistently through a 
soil profile. In the views of Bailey 

and Lean, wetting agents rep-
resent 75 percent of the battle 
when combating fairy ring on 
putting surfaces in Florida.

Many superintendents stop 
there and are frustrated when 
the symptoms persist. But the 
issue is dryness in the soil. It has 
always been dryness. Fungicides 
may address the symptoms of 
dryness after the fact, but the 
core of the matter remains un-
changed.

Every turf manager in Florida 
understands the cycle of stress: 
By 2 to 3 p.m., the hottest part 
of the day, the plant is getting 
crispy — not just above the sur-
face but below the surface as 
well. But you can’t always water 
during that time, because the 
golf course or the athletic field is 
being used.

“So what do you do to keep the 
moisture in the soil?” Bailey asks, 
rhetorically. “Put in a sponge? No. 
You need a moisture manager. 
That’s what Ecologel calls Hydre-
tain — but technically it’s a hu-
mectant” — the sort of compound 
used to maintain moisture in prod-
ucts like gum or toothpaste — “It 
is not a wetting agent. It will lit-
erally keep available moisture in 
the soil. Not spongy wet. It does 
not do that. It simply helps the 
moisture that’s there in the soil 
to last longer. So if I have mois-
ture in the morning, rather than 
evaporating or draining away by 
2 to 3 p.m., Hydretain allows 
the moisture on those grains of 
sand to adhere and stick around 
for the afternoon. It’s an almost 
invisible concept but it’s real.”

Caution: Serious Analogy 
Alert approaching.

“Imagine your arm hanging out 
of a car window while you’re driv-
ing. It gets dry and crusty. But 
your right arm, the one in the car, 
feels very different. That’s because 
the conditions in the car, like the 
conditions in the rootzone, are 
different. The moisture on that 
skin lasts longer, in the car, where 
it’s available to the organism. Hy-
dretain does that in the rootzone. 
It absorbs what moisture is there 
in the soil and makes it available 
to the organism — so roots don’t 
curl up and die at 2 p.m. It’s not 

a fire hydrant. It only works with 
the water you’ve got in the soil 
that morning.

“Here’s something people have 
a hard time understanding: There 
is soil moisture humidity. We all 
understand the rough ratios of a 
soil mix: 50 percent soil, 25 per-
cent air and 25 percent water. But 
you have to take the next mental 
step in order to understand what 
a moisture manager is doing. If 
you were an ant crawling through 
the sand, it’s not so thick like 
concrete. Think of those ball pits 
at McDonald’s. What if all those 
balls were moist and wet — no 
water dripping down on the floor 
beneath, just wet enough that 
kids get out and they are moist 
and wet to the touch. A moisture 
manager maintains those moist 
conditions, in soil.

“Now imagine there was no 
moisture in there at all. Those 
balls are the grains of sand in a 
soil profile at 3 in the afternoon. 
One playground is clammy and 
wet, while the other is bone dry. 
Which one do you want at 2 p.m. 
in Florida? With a moisture man-
ager down there, the plant con-
tinues to grow completely unaf-
fected by conditions above ground 
because the humectant holds the 
moisture down there where the 
roots can live all afternoon.”

Lean is a believer: “I honestly 
haven’t hand-syringed for I can’t 
tell you how long. Basically, I use 
80 ounces, less than a gallon, 
every three weeks. I slow feed it in 
with the fertilizer package — then 
water it in the next day, when 
the water kicks on. Doesn’t burn 
and I know it’s there; I know it 
pulls moisture into the rootzone. 
That’s what makes it different 
from other products. When I 
pull a soil sample, it’s moist. Not 
clumpy or anything, but moist.

“I’ve been using it for years 
now: No dry spots, no fairy ring, 
pretty much disease-free except 
for nematodes — which has noth-
ing to do with this. Too bad the 
fairways can’t be that simple. 
I’ve had areas where I’ve kicked 
the nozzle off a little early — so 
maybe I’ve missed a spot. I no-
ticed I started getting fairy ring 
there. So I put it out, right over 
that spot, and it was gone.”

Because Bailey spent 22 years 
as a golf course superintendent, 
he pleads with his customers to 
be proactive about the dryness 
so endemic to sandy soils in 
Florida. That dryness can result 
in all sorts of problems, including 
fairy ring. And yet, all too often 
that dryness is treated, after the 
fact, as a fungus problem.

“But that’s a secondary prob-
lem. You need to focus on the 
primary problem. Even if you 
get rid of the fairy ring, you 
still have problems at the core. 
And that problem is dryness. A 
moisture manager does not cure 
fairy ring, because fairy ring is a 
caused by dry soil. It’s part of a 
course of action, to avoid fairy 
ring from starting up or, if it’s 
already present, to get you back 
to normal.”

So far as Bailey and Lean are 
concerned, it all comes back to 
high volume of sand in Florida 
soil. Every superintendent must 
have strategies for keeping those 
individual grains — the balls in 
the pit, if you will — moist. If you 
don’t, they ultimately become 
hydrophobic, fairy ring emerges, 
and getting “back to normal” is 
a far more daunting enterprise.

“The grains of sand be-
come hydrophobic when roots 
die and decay,” Bailey says. 
“Where does that decayed or-
ganic matter go? It clings to the 
sand grains like plaque clings 
to teeth. Those grains become 
acid-wrapped and inert, like lit-
tle metal BBs. And you can’t 
grow turf in BBs. That’s where 
the orange color we associate 
with fairy ring comes from: hy-
drophobic inert sand. It’s why 
roots weaken, the crown starts 
to slough off and ultimately die.

“What does Hydretain do, to-
gether with a wetting agent? 
When sprayed in good soil, that 
combination never allows those 
BBs to develop. To explain all 
this to someone is hard to do, 
but if you understand the analo-
gies, it all makes sense.”

Hal Phillips is a Maine-based 
freelance writer, managing direc-
tor of Mandarin Media, Inc., and 
frequent Golf Course Industry 
contributor.  x
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tators as early as the Memorial 
Tournament in July, but those 
plans were later nixed.

The Tour says the exact pro-
tocols and guidelines spectators 
will have to follow at the Hous-
ton Open will be announced 
later, though PGA and local or-
dinances will require masks at 
all times.

Among the players currently 
signed up for the tournament 
are Brooks Koepka, Dustin 
Johnson, Jason Day, Rickie 
Fowler and Tony Finau. Last 
year’s Houston Open winner 
Lanto Griffin will also return. 
The Houston Open was previ-
ously scheduled a week later in 

November, but a schedule shuffle 
caused it to be bumped up.

In Houston’s former calen-
dar slot is the Masters, which 
could interest many fans if the 
PGA Tour is allowing spectators 
again.

Will the Masters allow spec-
tators?

While the PGA Tour allowing 
spectators a week before the 
Masters might be encouraging 
for the fans still hoping to find 
a way into Augusta, that’s only 
part of the equation. And the 
other part has already said it 
plans to allow no spectators.

Back in August, the Augusta 
National Golf Club announced 

that no guests will be admitted 
to the rescheduled Masters this 
year. Now, a month out from 
the tournament, that plan has 
not changed.

Augusta chairman Fred Rid-
ley’s original comment on the 
decision:

“Since our initial announce-
ment to postpone the 2020 
Masters, we have remained 
committed to a rescheduled 
Tournament in November while 
continually examining how best 
to host a global sporting event 
amid this pandemic,” Ridley said 
in a statement. “As we have con-
sidered the issues facing us, the 
health and safety of everyone 

associated with the Masters al-
ways has been our first and most 
important priority.

“Throughout this process, 
we have consulted with health 
officials and a variety of sub-
ject matter experts. Ultimate-
ly, we determined that the 
potential risks of welcoming 
patrons and guests to our 
grounds in November are 
simply too significant to over-
come.”

Theoretically, not much has 
changed to alter that decision. 
The day Augusta made that 
announcement, 54,278 new 
COVID-19 cases were an-
nounced in the United States. 

On Thursday, it was 65,327 
cases.  x
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The Houston Open will allow spec-
tators. Don’t count on The Masters. 
(Tracy Wilcox/PGA TOUR via Getty Images)
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