
Sergio Garcia Birdies Final 
Hole to Win in Mississippi

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Ser-
gio Garcia had gone just more 
than a year since his last victory, 
which felt even longer consider-
ing he failed to make the FedEx 
Cup playoffs and fell out of the 
top 50 in the world for the first 
time since 2011.

One week, and two big shots, 
changed everything.

Garcia hit a 5-wood that barely 
cleared a bunker and set up an 
eagle putt from just inside 4 feet 
to tie for the lead, and he won 
the Sanderson Farms Champion-
ship with an 8-iron to 30 inches 
for birdie on the final hole.

“The perfect ending for an 
amazing week,” Garcia said.

Peter Malnati, whose lone PGA 
Tour victory was at the Country 
Club of Jackson five years ago, 
rallied from five shots behind with a 
career-best 63, punctuated by a 30-
foot birdie putt on the 17th hole.

That set the target, and Garcia 
needed his two big shots to catch 
and then beat him. The 5-wood 
from 260 yards on the 14th 
hole hit the top collar of the 
bunker, hopped onto the fringe 
and rolled out close to the hole.

But it was the 482-yard clos-
ing hole into the wind that made 
him proud.

“I stood up on 18 and I did what 
I’ve been doing all week. I trusted 
myself,” Garcia said. “I aimed 

(Rogelio V. Solis/AP)

A Guide to Aronimink Golf 
Club – Host of 2020 KPMG 

Women’s PGA Championship

Aronimink Golf Club in Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, will host 
the 2020 KPMG Women’s PGA Championship, October 6-11. 

Founded in 1896, Aronimink has hosted a number of significant 
golf events during its storied history, including the 1962 PGA Cham-
pionship (won by Gary Player), the 1977 U.S. Amateur (John Fought) 
and the 2003 KitchenAid Senior PGA Championship (John Jacobs). 

With the 2020 KPMG Women’s PGA Championship, Aronimink 
will become the first venue to stage each of the PGA of America’s 
three rotating major championships (PGA Championship, KitchenAid 
Senior PGA Championship, KPMG Women’s PGA Championship).

Hole 1: Par 4, 419 Yards

The opening hole plays long and uphill, but the fairway is very 
generous. It is a slight dogleg left that requires a long tee shot along 
the right side of the fairway. A player’s middle to long-iron second 
shot into a two-tier, right-to-left angled green coming up short is the 
rule of the day, so players should always add one club to the yardage. 
The fairway bunkers are located 8-yards from the green. 

Hole 2: Par 4, 372 Yards

This dogleg left with the fairway sloping away from the dogleg 
makes for a difficult tee shot. A driver must be hit with a draw into 
the slope or the ball will roll through the fairway into the deep rough. 
Six fairway bunkers at the corner of the dogleg are possible to carry 

Mel Reid Finishes Strong and 
Captures First LPGA Tour Title
GALLOWAY, N.J. (AP) — Mel 

Reid felt her first LPGA Tour 
victory was a long time coming, 
and her celebration showed it.

She rapped in a 2-foot birdie 
putt on the final hole Sunday 
at the ShopRite LPGA Classic, 
immediately dropped her putter 
and ran into the arms of her cad-
die, Ryan Desveaux. Moments 
later, she was showered with a 
mixture of champagne and beer, 
and the 33-year-old from En-
gland grabbed a bottle of bubbly 
and took a swig.

In her first start since losing 
the final-round lead in Portland, 
Reid seized control with four 
birdies in a five-hole stretch 
around the turn and closed with 
a 4-under 67 for a two-shot vic-
tory over Jennifer Kupcho and 
Jennifer Song.

“I love champagne. So it was 
nice to do it. I’ve not had that 
feeling for a long time, so just 
relief honestly,” said Reid, who 
has six Ladies European Tour 
titles. “I wanted to put things 
right from Portland. Yeah, just 
felt like I handled things a lot 
better today than I did the final 
round in Portland, so just abso-
lutely made up to be holding the 
trophy.”

Reid’s only mistake on the 
back nine was a bogey on the 
par-3 17th, which cut her four-

shot lead in half when Kupcho 
and Song each made birdie.

From the right rough on the 
par-5 closing hole, Reid lashed 
a 6-iron knowing that short of 
the green would be fine with a 
two-shot lead and the other two 
players also in the rough. The 
ball came out hot and ran onto 
the edge of the green, effectively 
assuring victory.

A promising British amateur 
who played in the 2006 Cur-
tis Cup and was low amateur 
at the 2007 Women’s British 
Open, her personal life derailed 
in 2012 when her mother was 
killed in a car crash near Munich 
while driving to watch her play 

a Ladies European Tour event.
She eventually got back on 

track, and now she believes she 
can achieve a lot more.

“It just goes to show, doesn’t 
it? No matter what life throws at 
you it depends how you handle 
it,” Reid said. “I made a huge 
sacrifice moving to America, 
leaving my comfort zone, my 
friends and my family, and it’s 
paid off. ... No matter what, 
people can’t take away the fact 
that I’m an LPGA winner against 
a world-class field. It just goes to 
show you just got to keep going.

“Things will get tough. I will 
have tough years as well ahead 

Mel Reid of England holds the trophy while pretending to take a selfie 
after winning the ShopRite LPGA Classic presented by Acer on the Bay 
Course at Seaview Hotel and Golf Club on October 04 in Galloway, New 
Jersey. (Getty Images) 
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Mulligans
News, Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes from the Local Golfing Community

Churchville's Mill Creek Golf Club Reopens 
Golf Course Following Clubhouse Fire

On the evening of September 
14, a devastating fire overtook 
portions of the clubhouse at 
Mill Creek Golf Club in Church-
ville. Although the fire was soon 
under control and did not affect 
the golf course itself, operations 
at the facility were temporarily 
disrupted as owners Chris and 
Leslie Gallea sought to deter-
mine the extent of the damage.

Now, three weeks since the 
fire, golf course operations at Mill 
Creek are once again under way, 
providing some relief for the fa-
cility as they begin the rebuilding 
process in the damaged areas of 
the clubhouse — and providing an 
outlet for a local golfing population 
that can't seem to get enough golf 
during the COVID pandemic.

With the golf shop open, Mill 
Creek Head Professional Tim Op-
pedisano is now fielding tee time 
reservations by phone and online 
— just in time for a stretch of 
mild October weather.

Meanwhile, the Galleas are 
also beginning the rebuilding 

and repair process to get the Mill 
Creek Clubhouse back open.

"We are saddened over the 
news of a fire that broke out at 
Mill Creek," says a message on 
the Mill Creek website. "Thank-

fully no one was injured and the 
fire did not completely consume 
the clubhouse. We will be back, 
stronger and ready to serve our 
wonderful golfing public in the 
near future." x

CLUBHOUSE FIRE: The clubhouse at Mill Creek Golf Club in Church-
ville – seen here in 2018 – was the scene of a fire that broke out on the 
evening of September 14. Although brought under control before the fire 
caused more extensive damage, the incident caused a temporary shut-
down of activity at the facility. Since then, the golf course has re-opened 
for business. (RDGA)

Stafford Hosts 47th Travis Invitational Scratch Four Ball
Stafford Country Club hosted 

its 47th annual Travis Invitational 
Scratch Four Ball on September 
19 and 20, hosting top amateur 
golfers from across Upstate and 
Western New York.

With a field that included 52 
two-person teams, this year's Tra-
vis Invitational featured competi-
tion in both a Men's and Senior 
Men's Divisions.

In the Men's Championship 
Division, the team of Andy Fret-
thold (from River Oaks GC) and 
Kris Boyes (Cherry Hill Club) won 
the overall title, posting scores of 
66-64 for a 130 total in the two-
day, 36-hole event. Finishing in 
second place, four shots back, 
was the team of Kevin Vanden-
berg (Tuscarora GC) and Brad 
Monroe (Lake Shore Yacht and 
CC), with scores of 65-69--134.

The top local team in the 
Championship Division — who 
also happened to be from Staf-
ford — was the duo of Evan 
Clarke and Chris White, with 
scores of 73-63--136.

Rounding-out the top-5 teams 
were Patrick Keegan and Adam 
Condello (Locust Hill CC) in 
fourth place with scores of 71-
66--137 and Jim Scorse (Stafford 
CC) and Shawn Baker (Oak Hill 
CC) at 71-67--138.

In the Senior Division, the team 
of Ken Seibold (Ontario Golf 
Club) and John Kircher (Monroe 
GC) won top honors with scores 
of 66-69 for a 135 total.

Finishing second in the Senior 
Division was the team of Wade 
Sarkis (Canandaigua CC) and 
Jim Johnson (Canandaigua CC) 
with scores of 71-66--138; fol-

lowed by the team of Chris Sorci 
(RDGA eClub) and Mark Battle 
(Ravenwood GC) in third with 
scores of 73-66--139.

The Travis Invitational is 

named after two-time U.S. Am-
ateur Champion Walter Travis, 
who was also the designer and ar-
chitect of the Stafford golf course 
in 1921. x

At Conesus Golf Club, D.J. Beardsley used a 9-iron to 
score a hole-in-one on the 101-yard sixth hole.

Wayne Coyle used a 7-iron to ace the 144-yard third hole 
at Ontario Country Club.

On the 160-yard 20th hole at Deerfield Golf & Country 
Club, Steve Gardner used a 4-hybrid to score a hole-in-one.

Using a 7-iron, Brian Holgarthe aced the 144-yard third 
hole at Ontario Country Club.

At Wayne Hills Country Club, Scott Manning used a 6-iron 
to score a hole-in-one on the 177-yard fourth hole.

Steve Martins used a pitching wedge to ace the 102-yard 
fifth hole at Lake Shore Country Club.

On the 171-yard 10th hole at Ridgemont Country Club, 
Mark Metzler used a 4-iron to score a hole-in-one.

Using a pitching wedge, Mike Miller aced the 115-yard 
11th hole on Genesee Valley Golf Course’s South Course.

At Southern Meadows Golf Course, Sue Peeler scored a 
hole-in-one on the 86-yard 14th hole.

Steve Palermo used a 6-iron to ace the 155-yard 11th hole 
at Webster Golf Club.

On the 128-yard eighth hole at Monroe Golf Club, Kelly 
Roland used a 7-iron to score a hole-in-one.

Using a 4-iron, Bob St. George aced the 180-yard 12th 
hole at Penfield Country Club.

At Lima Country Club’s Charleston Pines Course, Mike 
Schmatz used a 7-iron to score a hole-in-one on the 145-
yard 17th hole.

Sue Stojanovich aced the 102-yard eighth hole at Deer-
field Golf & Country Club.

On the 165-yard 17th hole at Deerfield Golf & Country 
Club, Jeff Wood used a 9-wood to score a hole-in-one.
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down the right side of the fairway 
and just hit a hard draw — really, 
really nice drive — and it gave me 
the ability to have an 8-iron into 
the green instead of having a 6 or 
something like that.”

It was his first PGA Tour victory 
since he won the Masters in 2017 
with a back-nine rally highlighted 
by an 8-iron that glanced off the 
pin on the 15th and set up eagle. 
He eventually beat Justin Rose in 
a playoff.

“This time it was an 8-iron on 
18, and to almost hit the pain 
again and hit it that close, it was a 
dream come true,” he said.

Closing his eyes right before 
the stroke, a habit he returned to 
this week, Garcia made the 30-
inch birdie putt and clenched his 
fist with a grin not seen on the 
40-year-old Spaniard lately.

It’s been a tough year.
He had only one top 10 since 

golf resumed in June because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
he missed the cut in three of his 
four tournaments coming into the 
Sanderson Farms Championship.

Garcia also learned that his fa-
ther’s brother, Angel, died of the 
coronavirus a week ago Saturday. 
His father lost another brother, 
Paco, to the virus at the onset 
of the pandemic. He choked up 
talking about them right after his 
round.

“It’s been tough on my dad,” he 
said. “This one is for them.”

Garcia now has won at least 
once worldwide in each of his last 
10 years, a streak he shares with 
Rose. He won for the 11th time 
on the PGA Tour, and the 31st 
time worldwide.

He finished at 19-under 269 
and moves to No. 38 in the world.

J.T. Poston, who started the 
final round in at three-way tie 
with Garcia and Cameron Davis 
of Australia, was one shot behind 
when he missed the 16th fairway 
to the right, went into a bunker 
and failed to save par. He finished 
with two pars for a 70 to finish 
alone in third.

Davis had three bogeys on the 
front nine and was never a factor, 
closing with a 72.

Malnati had four birdies on the 

front nine and then began the 
back nine with three straight bird-
ies. After making a 10-foot par 
putt on the 14th, he added two 
more birdies for a 63. He never 
thought it was going to be good 
enough to win. Except for a great 
shot by Garcia on the final hole, 
it was almost good enough for a 
playoff.

“I feel like I won the tourna-
ment,” Malnati said after his 
round. “I probably won’t, but I 
feel like I did, and it’s amazing.”

He spent the rest of the day 
playing with his toddler son, and 
then came out to the 18th to see 
Garcia and saw a clutch finish for 
the Spaniard.

Garcia heads for Las Vegas, 
with the Masters just over a month 
away.

“A boost of confidence, there’s 
no doubt,” Garcia said. “Every 
time you play well, even if I would 
have not won it, it still would have 
been a massive high for me this 
week. To be able to do a lot of the 
things that I did, it meant a lot. It 
showed me a lot of what I still have 
and what I still can do.” x

by the longest hitters but the tee shot must be precise. With a well-
placed tee shot, this is a birdie hole. 

Hole 3: Par 4, 407 Yards

The hole is best played with a fade off the tee working the ball 
away from the fairway bunkers on the left. A good tee shot will 
leave a middle to short iron into the green. However, a shot from 
the high rough or fairway bunkers will be challenged by several cross 
bunkers 50 yards from the green. If the hole location is in the back 
right, getting close is almost impossible unless the player is astute 
enough to pay into the mound running diagonally across the green. 
The ball will roll off the mound and snuggled up to the seemingly 
hidden pin location. 

Hole 4: Par 4, 427 Yards

A long par 4 with a landing area hidden over the crest of a hill the 
green is relatively small for a hole that can play so long. Look for 
the hole location to be placed on the small terrace on the left side of 
the green or a perch on the back right. Any player’s shot directed at 
the flag better not miss if a reasonable up-and-down opportunity is 
expected. A deep bunker is located to the right of the green on the 
right to catch errant shots and shots over the green will challenge 
even the best players with a tough up and down. 

Hole 5: Par 3, 143 Yards

The shortest of Aronimink’s par 3s, this hole is typical of Donald 
Ross’ style of course routing. He liked his courses to play downhill 
to the par 3s and uphill to the par 4s and 5s. The front and side of 
the green are nearly surrounded by deep bunkers, narrow terraces on 
the right and left side of the green offer several visually challenging 
hole locations. The safest shot is to the middle of the green. 

Aronimink Garcia
(Continued from Page 1) (Continued from Page 1)

Aronimink — PAGE 5
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Sergio Garcia Moves 
Up Career Money List

Sergio Garcia earned $1.188 
million for his 11th career PGA 
Tour victory at the Sanderson 
Farms Championship. That was 
enough to push him to ninth 
on the Tour’s all-time earnings 
list, past Matt Kuchar, with 

$51,726,497.
Here’s a look at the purse 

payout and FedExCup point dis-
tribution for Garcia and the rest 
of the field who made the cut in 
the Mississippi.  x
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Tour Pro Has to Delay Start of Wedding 
Week When He Nearly Wins Tournament

by RYAN HERRINGTON
Nothing ever goes entirely as 

scheduled the week of your wed-
ding. But for Kevin Dougherty, 
set to tie the knot this coming 
Saturday in California, things got 
off to a (happily) unexpected start.

The 29-year-old Korn Ferry 
Tour pro, who hadn’t seen his 
fiancé in two months while com-
peting on tour, was supposed to 
be on a 5:30 p.m. flight from 
Georgia back home on Sun-
day after wrapping up play at 
the Savannah Championship. 
Except that he had to delay his 
plans when he found himself 
leading the tournament late into 
Sunday.

Dougherty started the final 
round one stroke back of 54-
hole leader Evan Harmeling, 
but was five under through the 
first 15 holes at The Landings 

Club’s Deer Creek Course to 
jump to the top of the leader 
board. Dougherty, ranked 134th 
on the KFT points standings 
coming into the event, had a 
two-stroke lead with three holes 
left but bogeyed the 17th and 
saw Harmeling birdie 18 to force 
a playoff. Harmeling then made 
a 10-foot birdie on the first extra 
hole to take the title.

“It’ll be nice to get home and 
see her. I was hoping to get 
home Sunday but considering 
the circumstances, I don’t mind,” 
said Dougherty, who rescheduled 
his flight to Monday morning.

Still searching for his first KFT 
win, Dougherty carded his third 
runner-up finish in his three sea-
sons on the developmental tour. 
And it easily topped his previous 
best performance of the 2020 
season, a T-22 in Portland, 

while jumping him to 63rd on 
the points list.

The tour has one more event 
scheduled for 2020, this week’s 
Orange County National Cham-
pionship in Florida.  x

©Golf Digest

Kevin Dougherty reacts to miss-
ing his putt on the 18th green 
during the playoff at the Korn 
Ferry Tour’s Savannah Golf Cham-
pionship. (Ben Jared)

Finish Player FedEx Earnings ($)
1 Sergio Garcia 500.00 1,188,000.00
2 Peter Malnati 300.00 719,400.00
3 J.T. Poston 190.00 455,400.00
T4 Keegan Bradley 122.50 297,000.00
T4 Henrik Norlander 122.50 297,000.00
T6 Cameron Davis 83.33 201,300.00
T6 Charley Hoffman 83.33 201,300.00
T6 Denny McCarthy 83.33 201,300.00
T6 Tyler McCumber 83.33 201,300.00
T6 Scott Stallings 83.33 201,300.00
T6 Kristoffer Ventura 83.33 201,300.00
T12 Wesley Bryan 58.00 131,010.00
T12 Stewart Cink 58.00 131,010.00
T12 MJ Daffue - 131,010.00
T12 C.T. Pan 58.00 131,010.00
T12 Rory Sabbatini 58.00 131,010.00
T17 Corey Conners 46.00 90,750.00
T17 Maverick McNealy 46.00 90,750.00
T17 Matthew NeSmith 46.00 90,750.00
T17 Chase Seiffert 46.00 90,750.00
T17 Brandt Snedeker 46.00 90,750.00
T17 Aaron Wise 46.00 90,750.00
T23 Kevin Chappell 35.60 59,070.00
T23 Doug Ghim 35.60 59,070.00
T23 Zach Johnson 35.60 59,070.00
T23 Sebastián Muñoz 35.60 59,070.00
T23 Camilo Villegas 35.60 59,070.00
T28 Tom Hoge 28.75 46,200.00
T28 Sungjae Im 28.75 46,200.00
T28 Martin Laird 28.75 46,200.00
T28 Doc Redman 28.75 46,200.00
T32 Adam Schenk 23.50 39,380.00
T32 Charl Schwartzel 23.50 39,380.00
T32 Roger Sloan 23.50 39,380.00
T35 Emiliano Grillo 20.50 35,145.00
T35 Bill Haas 20.50 35,145.00
T37 Michael Gligic 16.00 28,710.00
T37 Talor Gooch 16.00 28,710.00
T37 Brian Harman 16.00 28,710.00
T37 Si Woo Kim 16.00 28,710.00
T37 Anirban Lahiri 16.00 28,710.00
T37 Scottie Scheffler 16.00 28,710.00
T37 Cameron Tringale 16.00 28,710.00
T44 Joseph Bramlett 11.50 22,770.00
T44 Hank Lebioda 11.50 22,770.00
T46 Ryan Armour 9.00 17,980.29
T46 Rafa Cabrera Bello 9.00 17,980.29
T46 Kelly Kraft 9.00 17,980.29
T46 Jimmy Walker 9.00 17,980.29
T46 Kyoung-Hoon Lee 9.00 17,980.28
T46 Chez Reavie 9.00 17,980.28
T46 D.J. Trahan 9.00 17,980.28
T53 Will Gordon 6.32 15,609.00
T53 Chris Kirk 6.32 15,609.00
T53 Grayson Murray 6.32 15,609.00
T53 Andrew Putnam 6.32 15,609.00
T57 Beau Hossler 5.50 15,180.00
T57 Scott Piercy 5.50 15,180.00
T59 Patton Kizzire 4.90 14,784.00
T59 Steve Lewton - 14,784.00
T59 Cameron Percy 4.90 14,784.00
T59 Richy Werenski 4.90 14,784.00
63 Jay McLuen - 14,454.00
64 Vincent Whaley 4.20 14,322.00
65 J.B. Holmes 4.00 14,190.00
66 Wyndham Clark 3.80 14,058.00

Sanderson Farms Championship 
Purse Payout

Unexploded 
Bombs Found 
On Course at 
Royal Troon
The Herald is reporting that 

the “unexploded military devic-
es” were found on the Portland 
Course whilst maintenance 
work was being carried out.

The Portland is one of 
two 18-ho le  l ayou t s  a t 
Royal Troon. Its big sister, the 
Old Course, is an Open Cham-
pionship host venue and, in 
August, staged the AIG Wom-
en’s Open for the first time. 

Police were called to the 
scene shortly after midday 
today followed by a unit from 
a Royal Navy bomb disposal 
team, who were dispatched 
to remove and destroy the de-
vices.

In a statement, Police Scot-
land said: “Around 12.10 m 
on Monday, October 5, police 
were called after a number of 
unexploded military ordnance 
devices were discovered on the 
Portland Course which was un-
dergoing maintenance at Royal 
Troon Golf Course, Troon.

“The Explosives Ordnance 
Division (EOD) of the Royal 
Navy is at the scene and will 
safely remove the items and 
carry out a controlled explo-
sion this afternoon at a safe 
location away from the golf 
course.”

The statement added there 
was no wider risk to the public.

Designed by the great Willie 
Fernie - who was, for a time, 
the head professional at Royal 
Troon - the Portland Course 
opened for play in 1896. 

It is named after the Dukes 
of Portland who, in the 19th 
century, played a crucial role in 
the building of docks at Troon 
harbour and who helped to 
create coal mines in nearby 
Kilmarnock. x

© bunkered.co.uk
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Hole 6: Par 4, 375 Yards

A dogleg right with four fairway bunkers at the 
inside corner which can be carried with a solid tee 
shot. The longest of hitters may have to deal with 
the bunkers that are through the dogleg on the left 
side. The green has a large mound at the front left 
and another running diagonally from the back left 
to the middle. If the hole location is nearly either. 
Chipping close is difficult. This is another short 
par 4 for players which requires precision from 
tee to green. 

Hole 7: Par 4, 377 Yards

The seventh is a dogleg right with a series of 
mounds and trees guarding the inside corner. A 
back left hole location is dangerous for players 
with a steep slope left and long of the green. The 
green also has a large mound that runs diagonally 
from the back toward the middle. By now, the 
player should recognize how Ross protects par 
on and around the green complex with plateaus 
and mounds running at diagonals. With a good 
tee shot, players will be thinking of making birdie 
on this hole. 

Hole 8: Par 3, 204 Yards

This long par 3 plays to a narrow green from 
the highly elevated back tee. This green is without 
much depth and runs on a diagonal from left to 
right. The green has an obligatory mound bisecting 
it. This is a picturesque hole where par. Will be a 
good score and on which players will be hitting 
long irons from the tee typically. This hole plays 
toughest in relation to par. 

Hole 9: Par 5, 522 Yards

The first of only two par 5s on the course, the 
best tee shot is a draw to keep the ball from finding 
the four bunkers on the right. This green is rela-
tively benign and provides players with one of the 
best opportunities for holing a putt. 

Hole 10: Par 4, 420 Yards

This hole is the one most demanding on the 
course. A narrow fairway is guarded on the right 
by two bunkers and two very large sycamore trees. 
The left rough is no bargain either. Considering a 
lake guards the front left of the green, a layup to 
the top of the hill might seem the prudent play but 
that means a longer iron into a very difficult green. 
Once a player reaches the green, their work is just 
beginning as this is one of the most difficult putting 
surfaces on the course. 

Hole 11: Par 4, 393 Yards

Maybe the most spectacular looking hole from 
the tee, this hole has become more challenging 
since being restored. The driving area is guarded 
on both sides by fairway bunkers. In total, the 
hole has 20 bunkers for players to avoid. The 
green presents extreme difficulty. A bowl in the 
middle of the green guards hole locations to the 
upper level which surrounds it on three sides. 
An approach shot not played precisely will roll 
back into the lower level or, even worse, over 
the green. A chip from behind the green can be 
impossible due to the slop and speed. Three putts 
will not be uncommon. 

of me,” she said. “As long as 
you just keep your head down 
and doing the right things, good 
things will happen to good peo-
ple. Just great to finally get it 
done.”

Kupcho, the former NCAA 
champion at Wake Forest who 
last year won the inaugural Au-
gusta National Women’s Ama-
teur, lost ground with a double 
bogey on the par-3 eighth hole 
and had a shot roll back to her 
feet on the 16th for a crucial 
bogey. She closed with two bird-
ies for a 68 to finish alone in 
second.

Song kept pace with Reid until a 
two-shot swing on the par-3 11th 
— Reid made her fourth birdie 
in the last five holes, while Song 
made bogey — sent her three 
shots behind. She closed with a 
69 and finished third.

Reid had a few good par saves, 
particularly on the 15th, and she 

looked steady over her 4-foot 
putts to keep her distance. She 
finished at 19-under 265, only 
the second time the ShopRite 
LPGA Classic was contested 
over 72 holes.

Nasa Hataoka had a 69 to 
finish fourth, while Nelly Korda 
closed with a 66 to finish fifth. 
Lexi Thompson, the defending 
champion who has gone nearly 
16 months without a victory, 
shot 68 and tied for 13th.

The first call Reid made was to 
her father in England, and she 
knew where to find him — a pub 
called the Black Swan.

“He was a bit more sober 
than I expected,” she said with 
a laugh.

Reid will have to tone down 
her own celebration. Next week 
is another major champion-
ship, the KPMG Women’s PGA 
Championship at Aronimink 
outside Philadelphia. x

Aronimink Reid
(Continued from Page 3) (Continued from Page 1)
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Aging in Place Home Improvements for Now and Later
What homeowner, young 

or old, isn’t interested in af-
fordable and functional home 
improvements that can be en-
joyed for years to come? For 
one of America’s largest and 
fastest growing demographic 
groups — seniors 65 and older 

— well-thought-out additions or 
upgrades aren’t just cosmetic 
or feel-good projects, they are 
necessary for continued comfort 
and safety.

Aging in place, or modifying 
your home to better accommo-
date changing needs, can be 
a major undertaking. Building 
entrance and access ramps, wid-
ening entrance and doorways, 
adding a first-floor bedroom 
and bath, and other structural 
accommodations can be costly. 
But many other options that add 
both convenience and safety 
don’t require major expendi-
tures.

Installing grab bars in baths 
and bedrooms to help with 
standing and balance, switch-
ing to lever-handled doorknobs, 
lowering electrical switches 
and raising electrical outlets 
are among the most frequently 
completed non-budget busting 
projects, according to the 2015 

“Aging in Place Survey Report” 

from HomeAdvisor. Replacing 
slippery tile or vinyl flooring 
with slip-resistant surfaces is 
also a must as falls are among 
the leading cause of injury to 
seniors.

Adequate lighting is also an 
important health and safety 
consideration for seniors, since 
vision changes rapidly in our 
later years. Universal Design 

guidelines call for increasing 
both task lighting and general 
room illumination as we age. 
Research published in the Brit-
ish Journal of Ophthalmology 
suggests that natural light may 
be better for aging eyes than 
artificial light.

The health benefits of natural 
light are well documented, from 
boosting your body’s ability to 

produce vitamin D to helping 
improve mood and fight season-
al affective disorder (SAD). Nat-
ural light also enhances virtually 
any decor, while helping reduce 
dependence on artificial light 
and lowering electricity bills.

And indoor air quality, ac-
cording to an EPA study, can be 
worse than the air outside your 
home, and many people spend 
as much as 90 percent of their 
time indoors. Poor indoor air 
quality has been linked to respi-
ratory problems, eye irritation, 
headaches and even depression.

Adding skylights is one of 
the easiest, most cost-effective 
ways to achieve balanced, glare-
free natural light, as well as 
passive ventilation, in virtually 
any space. Energy Star-quali-
fied, solar-powered, fresh-air 
skylights, like those from Velux 
America, bring homeowners the 
health and functional benefits 
of enhanced natural light and 
fresh air at an affordable price. 
Further enhance the energy ef-
ficiency and aesthetic appeal of 
skylights by adding solar-pow-
ered blinds in designer colors 
and patterns. The skylights, 
which close automatically in 
case of rain, and blinds, are 
operated by a programmable 

remote control. Both products, 
plus the installation costs, are 
eligible for a 30 percent federal 
tax credit. Learn more at www.
whyskylights.com.

Other options that address 
functionality and living safely, 
independently and comfortably 
include home automation sys-
tems and Smart Home technol-
ogies, security systems, in-home 
health and activity monitoring 
to detect falls, and cell phone 
apps that control thermostats, 
lighting and other systems in 
the home. Additional resources 
are available at the HomeAdvi-
sor “Aging in Place” site.

When is the best time to plan 
for a long life as a senior? Marty 
Bell, executive director of the 
National Aging in Place Council, 
sums it up nicely in the 2015 
report:
“Too many of us wait until 

we reach a health or financial 
crisis to plan for getting older. 
We plan our careers, we plan 
to send our children to college, 
we plan our vacations, but we 
don’t plan to age. And yet the 
evidence is there that those 
who do accept they are going 
to get older, and make plans in 
advance, have a considerably 
better later life.” H –BPT

How to Create Your DIY Dream Closet
Creating the closet of your 

dreams could be in closer reach 
than you may think if you're 
willing to take matters into your 
own hands. With a little cre-
ative inspiration and some basic 
DIY skills, you may be surprised 
by the stylish space you can 
design by yourself.

Start with a vision. Creating 
the perfect closet space begins 
with your ideas. Think about 
the details such as how you 
want the space to look and the 
amount and type of storage you 
need. Envision everything from 
colors and finishes to the phys-
ical shape.

Get practical. Once you've 
dreamed up your ideal closet, 
compare your ideas with the 
space you have available and 
adjust your plans to fit your 
footprint and budget. This step 
allows you to get creative with 
ways to maximize your space 
and use every available inch to 
create a closet that gives you 
the function and aesthetic you 
desire.

Create closet zones. An en-
vy-worthy closet isn't just a 
stunning space, it integrates 
functional elements so seam-

lessly that they blend right 
into the design. When it 
comes to storage, a stylish and 
easy-to-assemble system like 
ClosetMaid's SuiteSymphony 

balances form and function in 
almost any space. This tow-
er-based closet system, which 
can be a perfect option for 
projects on tighter budgets, 

combines multiple tower sizes 
and corner units to create a 
completely custom DIY closet 
system. The system also ac-
commodates a wide range of 

accessories for more customiza-
tion such as stylish doors and 
drawers, angled shoe shelves, 
jewelry trays and tie and belt 
racks.

Pay attention to details. It's 
not just the structure that can 
bring your dream closet to life; 
little touches can add up in a 
big way. Upgrade your light 
fixture, for example, and look 
for other ways to personal-
ize the space for a look that's 
all yours, such as shelving to 
display treasured photos or 
keepsakes, or a spot on the 
wall for a vision board to draw 
inspiration from as you begin 
each day.

Keep color in mind. Introduce 
light and personality into your 
closet with rich color and style. 
Add accent color on the walls 
behind your clothes or incor-
porate color with the structur-
al elements. For example, the 
SuiteSymphony line offers sev-
eral color options, including 
on-trend finishes like Graphite 
Grey and Midnight Brown.

Find more inspiration for cre-
ating your dream closet yourself 
at closetmaid.com/suitesympho-
ny. H –Family Features/ClosetMaid 
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Winterize Your Home 
Now for Comfort All 
Throughout Winter

While temperatures across 
the country are still mild, major 
snow fall in some parts of the 
country has given some Amer-
icans a bitter taste of what to 
expect this winter. Depending 
on where you live, winter may 
mean cooler, rainy days or 
lake-effect snow with four feet 
of the white stuff at your door.

Every fall, homeowners 
across the country take all the 
precautionary steps to winterize 
their homes to protect against 
burst water pipes as well as 
improve their overall comfort 
throughout the colder months. 
Winterizing your home goes 
beyond just ensuring snow and 
chills stay out. Many people 
assume that winterizing their 
home is an unnecessary and 
burdensome task; however, the 
benefits make it obvious how 
important it can be. There are 
other simple steps you can take, 
but these three will help ensure 
that your home is adequately 
prepared for the harsher months 
ahead.

Reduce the risk of water dam-
age. Beyond damage sustained 
from heavy rainfall, water dam-
age can occur as a result of 
ice dam formation. Ice dams 
forming on your roof as well 

as ground snow melt near vul-
nerable basement windows can 
cause significant (and often un-
seen) damage to your home, 
which can result in costly re-
pairs. Replacing traditional 
attic insulation with open-cell 
spray foam insulation can help 
mitigate air loss through your 
home’s roof, thereby reducing 
the risk of ice dams forming 
while also helping to keep all 
that expensively conditioned air 
inside your home, keeping you 
and your family comfortable. 
Closed-cell spray foam insula-
tion installed in basements can 
help play a role in reducing 
the risk of water entering your 
home. FEMA has identified this 
insulation as a flood-resistant 
material.

Reducing the prevalence of 
drafts. Cold spots and drafts 
throughout your home can liter-
ally make you shudder. It is es-
timated by the Air Barrier Asso-
ciation of America (ABAA) that 
all the gaps and cracks through-
out the typical 2,500-square-foot 
American home can equate to 
more than half a mile. Sealing 
your home’s tiny cracks and 
crevices with spray foam insu-
lation can help reduce the possi-
bility of drafts inside your home.

Address potential problems 
before they develop. The cold 
winter weather can often play 
a role in creating problems 
that you did not know exist-
ed around your home. Colder 
temperatures and increased pre-
cipitation play into why the el-
ements are harsher on a house. 
Cleaning eavestroughs, ensur-
ing the seals around windows 
and doors are intact, upgrading 
your traditional insulation to 
spray foam insulation and get-
ting your HVAC unit serviced 
are all actions that can help 
to prepare your home for the 
upcoming winter.

Insulation can play an im-
portant role in winterizing your 
home, allowing you and your 
family to remain comfortable 
throughout the entire winter.

Spray foam insulation like 
that available from Icynene 
works well in all climates to 
seal the building and fill gaps to 
stop air leakage and reduce the 
strain on HVAC equipment. As 
a solution that performs effec-
tively year-round, spray foam 
insulation helps maintain a 
comfortable temperature while 
controlling monthly heating and 
cooling expenses.

Additionally, spray foam in-
sulation helps minimize ran-
dom airborne moisture and 
pollutants from entering the 
home, ideal for anyone suf-
fering from seasonal allergies 
once the snow has melted and 
spring arrives. More informa-
tion is available online at www.
icynene.com. H –BPT
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Eye-Catching Front Doors 
Create Curb Appeal

At its core, the desire to create 
a home with curb appeal is a 
desire to make a home uniquely 
one's own. After all, no matter 
how beautiful they are, rows of 
homes that look the same inher-
ently fail to capture attention. 
Using personal touches, people 
want friends and family to know 
which home is theirs.

Among the dozens of afford-
able ways you can personalize 

your home's curb appeal, the 
first tip from Better Homes and 
Gardens is to "dress up the front 
door." One way they note to do 
that is by installing a custom 
wood door.
"Wooden doors are most often 

used in custom or specialized 
design situations since they are 
easiest to manipulate," explains 
the DIY Network. "With the 
countless options (wood species, 

side lights, transoms, decorative 
glass, etc.), you can custom de-
sign the specific look you want 
for your entryway."

To achieve a one-of-a-kind 
look for your front door, consid-
er these three ways to personal-
ize your wood door.

Choose Your Favorite Wood
From modern to traditional, 

doors are available in many 
different wood species to meet 
your personal taste. If you like 
the look of high-end furniture, 
cherry or walnut might be right 
for you, while exotic woods like 
Sapele Mahogany have distinc-
tive patterns for an eye-catch-
ing door. Woods like knotty 
alder create a casual, rustic look, 
while Douglas fir provides a 
timeless appeal.
"We've built doors out of more 

than 100 different wood species 
— everything from ash to zebra-
wood — so you're sure to find a 
wood that's right for you," says 
Brad Loveless, marketing and 
product development manager 
for Simpson Door Company. 

"We will also make doors using 
multiple wood species, for a 
look none of your neighbors 
will have."

Go Big
If you're planning a new 

home, or a remodel of your ex-
isting home, replacing the front 
door with an extra-large door is 
an impressive way to fashion 
a grand entry. To make a big 
impression, wood doors can 
be custom ordered in virtually 
any large size. For example, a 
door that is 5 feet wide by 8 feet 
high is almost two times larger 
than the typical front door, and 

is sure to capture the attention 
of visitors to your home. Wood 
door manufacturers recommend 
that if you have a large door, 
consider making it 2 1/4" thick, 
which is a common thickness 
for a custom entry door.
"Another attractive quality 

of wood doors is that they can 
be custom made to fit any size 
opening or trimmed to a specif-
ic size doorway," says the DIY 
Network. "In this regard, wood 
is a material that is easy to work 
with and can be made to fit your 
exact needs." Compared to other 
materials like fiberglass and steel, 
wood doors offer the flexibility 
to "create virtually any shape, 
or make just about any door a 
Dutch door, move design com-
ponents around and change the 
door thickness," says Loveless.

Add a Touch of  
Class With Glass

Wood door manufacturers 
offer a wide range of glass de-
signs to complement your door. 
Depending on the look you pre-
fer, these range from a full lite 
door, in which the glass extends 

from top to bottom, to quarter 
lite doors, in which the pane is 
limited to the top one-fourth of 
the door. Glass is tempered to 
resist breakage and to help keep 
intruders out. Additionally, you 
can choose from options with a 
wide range of transparency, to 
ensure the right balance of pri-
vacy and natural light for your 
situation. Some manufacturers, 
like Simpson, offer easy-to-use 
design tools for choosing door 
and glass designs. The compa-
ny's online Glass Taste Test tool, 
for example, enables homeown-
ers to see how different glass 
types will look in their door, 
and the degree of privacy the 
glass provides.

Although homeowners can 
choose from several different 
materials for their front door, 
wood allows greater flexibility 
for customization and creates 
enduring value. "It's easy to 
understand why many of us 
still like our doors to be made 
of wood — nothing else match-
es the material's warmth and 
satisfying heft," says This Old 
House magazine. H –BPT
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Kitchen Countertop Options

In your home renovation plan-
ning, choosing a countertop mate-
rial may be one of the most diffi-
cult decisions. Factors like price of 
the material, endurance, upkeep 
and your style of living should 
all be considered. Silestone and 
granite both make great counter-
tops. Here’s a brief rundown of 
the key differences so that you 
can make a more informed choice 
about the counter you’ll be slicing, 
peeling and shredding on for the 
years to come.

Quartz Countertops are 
Maintenance-Free

One of the biggest deciding 
factors has to come down to the 
amount of maintenance issues 
required to keep the countertop 

looking as good as the day it 
first arrived at your door. Sile-
stone quartz comes out as the 
winner for this one since it is an 
extremely non-porous counter 
that can easily resist spills and 
ultimately stains.

On the other hand, a porous 
stone like granite needs to be 
sealed at least once a year to 
keep it protected. As well, with-
out the sealing protection, bac-
teria can grow in the small crev-
ices that you can’t see with the 
naked eye. This can actually end 
up being a safety hazard in the 
sanctity of your own kitchen.

Granite is Resilient, but Not 
as Strong as Quartz

When it comes to strength, 

Silestone wins out again — 
although only slightly. Gran-
ite contains crystalline mate-
rial, which allows for fissures 
and small spaces. Although 
it is extremely resilient to 
cracking and chipping, it just 
isn’t as strong as quartz in 
this regard.

Just to make things clear 
though, it would take an exces-
sive amount of force to crack or 
chip the countertop in any way. 
The small difference in strength 
shouldn’t really be much of a 
consideration when you’re de-
ciding between the 2 types of 
counters.

The Aesthetic Value
Both of these countertop 

choices look amazing in all 
types of kitchens. Whether 
you have a traditional, con-
temporary or a transitional 
decor in your kitchen, you’ll 
enjoy setting up your meals 
and preparing your food on 
granite or Silestone. In regards 
to their looks and fashion 
statement, they both come 
out as winners.

If you choose a quartz work-
top, make sure to check out 
other brands as well such as 
Cambria and Caesarstone.

So Which One  
Should You Pick?

When push comes to shove, the 
aesthetics of the stone will play a 
vital part in the decision-making 
process. Remember that Silestone 
has actually been processed and 
therefore does not offer the same 
type of natural look that you’ll get 
from a stone slab that is simply 
carved from the earth and pol-
ished until it shines.

Some people adore this nat-

ural look and would never 
settle for anything less. If you 
have a decided preference to-
wards granite, this should end 
up being countertop of choice. 
You’re going to be the one that 
is looking at and appreciating 
your countertop the most, and 
for the cost of the investment, 
you’ll want to have and enjoy 
the counter that resonates the 
most with you. H –CountertopIn-
vestigator.com

Calacatta Classique Quartz (msistone.com)

How to Select the 
Perfect Ceiling Fan 

More than a simple cooling de-
vice, many ceiling fans of today 
are high-tech works of art for 
your home. Ceiling fans can be 
a design element with sophisti-
cated automated features. When 
selecting the perfect ceiling fan 
for your space and lifestyle, the 
American Lighting Association 
(ALA) suggests you consider 
several additional factors.

Think about how high or low 
tech you want to be. A very so-

phisticated system might seem 
intimidating to some, while 
others want much more than 
a simple on-off switch. Also 
ask yourself whether you want 
your fan to be an integral part 
of your interior design or simply 
an inconspicuous addition to 
your room.

Home Automation for  
All-in-One Control

Efficient airflow and alluring 

designs continue to drive the 
industry, but more people are 
looking to home automation 
systems to easily control their 
devices from a smartphone. One 
example is Fanimation's fan 
Sync, a Bluetooth-operated ceil-
ing fan control.

According to Nathan Framp-
ton, president of Fanimation, 
controls like fanSync will be-
come more commonplace in the 
coming years. Technology of 
this magnitude is only expected 
to grow as more homeowners 
sync their home's lights, central 
air thermostats and security sys-
tems to an all-in-one platform.

Designs to Suit  
Today's Lifestyles

Just like the trends in home 
lighting design, ceiling fans 
have their front runners. Inte-
rior design styles are moving 
toward more organic aesthet-
ics. This means designers are 
crafting rooms around exposed 
plumbing pipes, door and cabi-
net trimming and existing hard-

(Ceiling Fan — Page 10)
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ware, which helps mesh the 
entire room together organically.

To complete your design 
scheme, choose compatible trim 
and accent options for your ceil-
ing fan. And be sure to consider 
the architecture of your home. 
Many newer homes have high 
ceilings with large great rooms, 
which give homeowners the 
chance to decorate their homes 
with larger or more ornate ceil-
ing fans.

Trends with Regional Appeal
Geographic location often 

affects ceiling fan trends and 
finish selection. Frampton says, 

"We see certain trends in dif-
ferent regions of the country, 
as well as around the world. 
For example, in the Southwest, 
bronze is a prominent choice, 
and internationally, nickel and 
white are more common."

For advice about which fan 
fixtures and styles are best suit-
ed for your home, talk with a 
professionally trained expert 
at an ALA-member showroom, 
or go online to americanlight-
ingassoc.com. With the right 
tools and information, you can 
easily find the perfect ceiling fan 
to make your home more func-
tional and beautiful. H –NewsUSA

Ceiling Fan (Continued from Page 9)

Pro Tips to Prep Homes for Winter
Before blustery winter days 

arrive, there are plenty of home 
improvement projects contrac-
tors can tackle for homeowners. 
Many cooler weather projects 
focus on cost efficiency and 
sustainability, making the im-
provements all around smart 
investments.

Winter is the perfect time to 
implement upgrades that boost 
energy efficiency and lower 
heating bills, helping to manage 
household costs while improv-
ing comfort and enjoyment of 
the home. Consider these prac-
tical upgrade ideas.

Add insulation. Depending on 
the age of the home, improving 
the quality or increasing the 
volume of insulation can make 

a difference in the home's en-
ergy efficiency. An expert can 
determine whether old insu-
lation needs to be removed or 
new insulation should simply 
be added. A contractor can ex-
amine the home to determine 
where there may be gaps, as 
well as provide recommenda-
tions on the type and amount 
of insulation needed.

Seal air leaks. Air leaks can 
cause chilly drafts, contribute to 
frozen pipes and lead to energy 
loss. Eliminating leaks is an 
important aspect of winterizing 
any home, but not all leaks 
are easily identified. A skilled 
contractor can scour the home, 
checking unknown areas like 
basement through-wall penetra-

tions, sill plates and the tops of 
concrete walls. Interior features 
like light receptacles and outlets 
are also common sources of air 
leakage. The caulking around 
windows and doors is another 
common culprit to be examined 
by an expert. 

For most leaks, a solution 
like Great Stuff Pro(tm) Poly-
urethane Foam Sealant can seal 
gaps and cracks to help block 
air, moisture and pests from en-
tering the home. In some cases, 
blocking drafty vents with cut 
pieces of foam board insulation 
or replacing seals will suffice to 
address leaks.

Install a programmable thermo-
stat. A programmable thermo-
stat helps to regulate tempera-
tures based on daily routines, 
so homeowners aren't heating 

homes while no one is there to 
appreciate it. Experts can ensure 
electrical installation is done 
safely and provide guidance 
selecting a model that is appro-
priate for managing a home's 
heating and cooling needs. 

Replace weather stripping and 
seal trim. Over time and with 
frequent use, weather stripping 
breaks down and loses its shape, 
even becoming brittle. Cracked 
trim around doors and windows 
leads to air leaks, and some-
times homeowners think the 
only solution is replacing win-
dows and doors, but they still 
end up with drafts. Contractors 
can periodically replace trim 
using foam sealant to help elim-
inate inevitable drafts and save 
homeowners money in the long 
run — a more cost-effective 

approach than paying for new 
windows and doors. 

Prevent ice dams. Snow-cov-
ered roofs and freezing weather 
can lead to ice dams — thick 
ridges of solid ice that build 
up in gutters and along eaves. 
Dams can damage gutters and 
shingles and cause water to back 
up, which could force the water 
inside where it can peel paint, 
warp floors and lead to stained 
or sagging ceilings. To prevent 
damming, have a professional 
clear your gutters of leaves and 
debris ahead of the first snow 
and consider installing gutter 
guards to help prevent melting 
snow from refreezing in gutters.

For more tips and ideas on 
how to prepare homes for win-
ter, visit GreatStuff.com. H –
Family Features/Great Stuff

(Getty Images)
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Aronimink
(Continued from Page 5)

Hole 12: Par 4, 435 Yards

The tee on 12 sits 12-15 feet above the green on 11. The drive falls 35 feet onto 
level ground, leaving a very long uphill shot to the green. As on 11, the entire hole is 
in full view from the start. Twelve bunkers are staggered on the right and left all the 
way from the tee shot landing area to the green. The undulating putting surface affords 
marvelous variety in hole locations. 

Hole 13: Par 4, 354 Yards

A rare birdie is possible for the average to good player on No. 13. Most will play 
an iron or fairway wood from the tee, which leaves a short iron into a well-guarded 
green. A terrace in the front right as well as a small diagonal terrace in the back of the 
green will result in the most challenging hole locations. 

Hole 14: Par 3, 185 Yards

This is a longer par 3 hole with three massive bunkers guarding the green. A long 
iron is required here at minimum. A small terrace in the back right will definitely be a 
hole location on the weekend. Depending on the wind in particular and the weather 
in general, the tee shot will vary from a hybrid to a mid-iron. 

Hole 15: Par 4, 440 Yards
This is the longest par 4 with menacing fairway bunkers on the right that must be 

avoided. A good tee shot will leave a long iron to mid-iron into a large green that is 
one of the easiest on the course. This punch bowl type of green is one of the only 
greens without terraces or mounds. 

Hole 16: Par 5, 520 Yards

One of the few birdie opportunities at Aronimink, this is the more reachable of the 
two par 5s. The deep bunkers at the corner of the dogleg left can be carried but the 
right side of the fairway presents the better angle into the green. Several bunkers on 
the right side must be avoided. A long approach must be hit very high to hold a wide, 
yet shallow, green. As is the case with many of the greens here, the putting surface 
rolls off on the edges. 

Hole 17: Par 3, 172 Yards

A downhill par 3, the 17th is an outstanding one-shotter that can call for a variety 
of different clubs on the tee shot depending upon which tee is being used. Any errant 
shot will trickle down the steep bank into the lake guarding the large green. There are 
several bunkers guarding the right lobe of the green. 

Hole 18: Par 4, 412 Yards

Players must hit the fairway and avoid the three bunkers on the right. Trees loom on 
the far left and a single tree stands proudly on the right side of the fairway requiring 
a precise tee shot. A new tee complex will challenge even the longest hitters to carry 
the fairway bunkers from the tee. A fade avoiding the bunker on the right fits best. The 
second shot requires a middle iron uphill to a large green that sits directly in front of the 
stately Aronimink Clubhouse. This winding terraced green provides several interesting 
hole locations for the final hole of this championship course. x

© PGA.com
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Davis Thompson Has His PGA Coach Smiling

Amateur Davis Thompson 
gave his coach and our 2019 
PGA Professional of the Year, 
Eric Eshleman, plenty to smile 
about today with his stellar open-
ing round of 69 at the U.S. 
Open at Winged Foot Golf Club.

We caught up with Eshleman 
afterwards, and his three take-
aways on Davis Thompson are 
perfect things to consider for all 
of us in pursuit of lower scores.

1) Davis’ confidence has con-
tinued to grow since his junior 

year at University of Georgia. 
Being a finalist for the Haskins 
Award really sealed him as one 
of the top amateurs in the world. 
He’s a straight driver of the ball 
and has found a new gear in 
distance. He never played a shot 
out of the rough until 9. And 
very few after that.

2) We’ve tried to keep his 
swing very neutral and very pa-
tient through his transition.  He’s 
got great body control for a taller 
player and keeps his motion very 

simple.
3) I’ve taught Davis since he 

was 12 years old. He’s always 
been very calm and poised in 
golf tournaments. The bigger the 
pressure the more focused he 
becomes. He’s very comfortable 
being successful. He has great 
parents and that’s where he gets 
his nice, calm demeanor. He’s 
always been a joy to work with 
as his Coach. I couldn’t be more 
proud! 

Hitting the driver straight, 
simplifying the swing and stay-
ing calm... Sounds like a dream 
combination to us! Go get ‘em 
tomorrow, Davis- and congrats 
on creating such a great relation-
ship with your player, Eric.

©PGA
•  •  •

Lower Your 
Scores by 
Developing a 
Purposeful 
Game Plan

by KAREN L. WISE
Before you begin your round 

for the day, narrow your focus 
by familiarizing and utilizing a 
more conservative playing ap-
proach. Grasp that the chal-
lenges you may encounter on 

the course will vary day-to-day. 
Assess the course layout prior 
to teeing off by studying a course 
map so you have more time to 
strategize on the course during 
your round.

During a practice round, you 
may use tools such as a range-
finder and/or a yardage book so 
you can execute your shots more 
effectively. As a result, you must 
acclimate your game’s strengths 
and weaknesses on each hole. 
Examine what makes the hole’s 
layout unique and refine your 
framework so you can play each 
hole to your strengths. Learn 
how to handle different lies and 

situations on the course, how 
to cope with inclement weather 
conditions, how to evaluate risks 
and rewards, and how to man-
age trajectory when you need to.

Other resources you can use 
during your practice rounds are 
to use the expertise of a PGA 
professional and/or caddy to 
assist you with your course man-
agement and your assessment 
of your alignment, your club 
selection, and your routines. Play 
to your advantage by thinking 
outside of the box and note ex-
ternal factors that may affect 
your decision making such as the 

GOLF opinion & comment

US Open: Bryson DeChambeau’s ‘Bomb and 
Gouge’ Win — Time for Authorities to Act?

by IAIN CARTER
Bryson DeChambeau’s powerful US 

Open victory will surely intensify argu-
ments dominating the distance debate 
which lies at the heart of golf’s future.

Not even Winged Foot, set up at its 
most demanding with narrow fairways 
and thick rough, could derail the big-hit-
ting American who won by six shots and 
was the only player to beat par.

The course is as muscular as they come 
— only once in five previous US Opens held 
at the New York course has the winning 
score been under par — yet the bulked 
up DeChambeau was too strong for this 
feared and famed layout.

And among the many points he proved 
was that distance remains king. Finding 
fairways did not matter as much.

DeChambeau more than justified his 
prediction that bombing his ball long and 
gouging it to the green was the most effi-
cient way to score at the 120th US Open.

He was in the top five for finding greens 
in regulation despite hitting only 23 of 56 
fairways, the lowest proportion of any US 
Open champion.

Indeed, the penal set up played into 
his hands. The fairways were so narrow 
and so firm, balls were constantly running 
into the rough, no matter what tactics any 
golfer used from the tee box.

Stats reveal the players only hit 39.6% 
of fairways, the lowest percentage in the 

US Open since data was tracked. It’s also 
the lowest in any PGA Tour event of the 
last 30 years.

DeChambeau was the player who spent 
lockdown bulking up to find more power 
and therefore length. He was able to 
enjoy utter vindication with inflated driv-
ing distances that helped land a first major 
title. His average distance off the tee last 
week was 325 yards, the longest of any 
US Open winner.

“It’s tough to rein in athleticism,” the 
champion said after lifting the trophy. 
“We’re always going to be trying to get fit-
ter, stronger, more athletic. Tiger Woods 
inspired this whole generation to do this, 
and we’re going to keep going after it.

“I don’t think it’s going to stop.” Why 
should it if the authorities do not inter-
vene? Especially at US Opens where 
bomb and gouge trumps all.

Just look at the list of the most recent 
winners; Dustin Johnson, Brooks Koep-
ka (twice) and Gary Woodland. Now 
DeChambeau has joined this supersized 
winners club.

The accepted blueprint for great golf 
used to be swinging the club like 2010 
Open champion Louis Oosthuizen, who 
was third at Winged Foot but now the 
South African’s balanced and technically 
perfect action looks outdated.

It was not just DeChambeau’s unique 
approach that reinforced this point be-

cause there is also the Winged Foot run-
ner up Matthew Wolff to consider.

With his baseball induced hip-hitch trig-
ger, exaggerated leg action and extremely 
unorthodox swing, the 21-year-old is 
another who relies on raw power.

DeChambeau uses a straight-armed 
clock face motion, along with techniques 
borrowed from competitive long driving 
specialists.

These are methods youngsters are 
more likely to emulate rather than the 
elegance of an Adam Scott, who was one 
of those who first put the distance debate 
on golf’s agenda a few years ago with the 
length of his driving.

And authorities attempted to ‘Ti-
ger-proof’ courses when the 15-time 
major winner was in his pomp 20 years 
ago, but where do they go next?

The R&A and USGA’s Distance In-
sights project is on temporary hold be-
cause of the global Covid-19 crisis but 
they know the next step is vital in a huge-
ly complex issue for the game.

DeChambeau’s triumph reinforces the 
notion that the ball is travelling way too 
far for golf courses to cope, but any re-
strictive moves face opposition from golf 
equipment manufacturers and the main 
tours.

“Will they rein it back? I’m sure,” De-
Chambeau said. “I’m sure something 
might happen. But I don’t know what it 

will be.
“I just know that length is always going 

to be an advantage.”
You don’t need to be Einstein, or even 

a self-styled “golf scientist”, to recognize 
such a fact. Furthermore, long hitting has 
been the most sought after skill through-
out the game’s history.

The biggest hitters should always be 
able to enjoy the benefits of belting the 
ball the furthest. The challenge is to fit 
their skills to current courses rather than 
relying on constant and expensive expan-
sion of layouts.

Keep in mind that DeChambeau also 
possesses great touch, imagination and 
an increasingly reliable pendulum putting 
stroke. What might he do to Augusta, the 
home of the next two men’s majors?

“Length is going to be a big advantage 
there,” DeChambeau noted. “I know that 
for a fact. It’s always an advantage pretty 
much anywhere.”

To prepare for November’s Masters he 
will experiment with a driver shaft length-
ened to 48 inches. We used to laugh at 
such concepts and scoff at the notion that 
he could be effective with a bag full of 
irons with shafts of equal length.

Not anymore. DeChambeau has ripped 
up the golfing playbook.

As a result he has the capacity to be 
the game’s next big thing and a charac-
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Davis Thompson & Coach Eric Eshleman

Erica Shepherd during a practice round for the Girls Junior PGA Cham-
pionship held at Kearney Hill Golf Links on July 08, 2018 in Lexington, 
Kentucky. (Darren Carroll/PGA of America)
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Ladies European Tour Announces 
Doubleheader in Saudi Arabia Worth $1.5M

by BETH ANN NICHOLS
The Ladies European Tour has an-

nounced two new events to be held in 
Saudi Arabia later this year for a total of 
$1.5 million in prize funds, marking the 
first professional female golf tournaments 
ever staged in Saudi Arabia.

The $1 million Aramco Saudi Ladies 
International will take place Nov. 12-15 
and the $500,000 Saudi Ladies Team 
International will be held Nov. 17-19. 
Both events will take place at Royal 
Greens Golf Club on the Red Sea Coast 
near Jeddah. In the team competition, 
professional players will partner with 
amateurs.

The original 72-hole event was sched-
uled to take place in March of this year 
but was moved due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We are extremely excited to be part 
of history in bringing the first-ever pro-
fessional women’s golf event to Saudi 
Arabia,” said Ladies European Tour 
CEO Alexandra Armas in a release, “and 
we are thankful to their commitment to 
deliver not one but two tournaments, in 
what has been a difficult year for golf.”

The Aramco Saudi Ladies International 
will be the third highest-playing event on 
the LET schedule, behind the Scottish 
Open and AIG Women’s British Open.

Amy Boulden of Wales, who recently 
won the Swiss Open on the LET, plans 
to compete in both events.

“This type of commitment to women’s 
golf is really amazing to see at this time,” 
said Boulden in a statement.

Saudi Arabia remains one of the most 
gender-segregated countries in the world, 
however, some of the country’s strict 

laws have recently come under reform. 
According to a Reuters report late last 
year, restaurants no longer require sep-
arate entrances for women and families 
and one solely for men. In 2018, the 
Saudi government lifted a ban on women 
applying for licenses and driving.

In the run-up to the inaugural Saudi 
men’s event in 2019, several players drew 
criticism for committing to play — and 
receiving appearance fees from the gov-
ernment for it — in the wake of Wash-
ington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi’s 
murder.

Dustin Johnson won the event’s first 
staging. Phil Mickelson came under fire 
for his decision to skip the Waste Man-
agement Phoenix Open this year to play 
in the European Tour’s Saudi stop, won 

by Graeme McDowell, in February.
England’s Meghan MacLaren, a two-

time winner on the LET, told The Tele-
graph back in January that she wouldn’t 
tee it up in Saudi Arabia due to concerns 
over the country “sportswashing” its 
human rights record.

“I’ve decided not to play based on what 
I think sport is being used to do in Saudi 
Arabia,” MacLaren told The Telegraph. 
“It’s far more complicated than any one 
individual, so it’s a personal decision and 
not something I would push onto anyone 
else. But based on the research of or-
ganizations like Amnesty International, 
I couldn’t be comfortable being part of 
that process.

“We take for granted a lot of the choic-
es and freedom we have available to us, 

but I try to make my decisions based on 
who I am as a person, not just a golfer. 
It’s obviously a huge tournament for us, 
but this to me is about more than golf. 
I wish sport as a whole looked through 
a lens deeper than what benefits itself.”

The Ladies European Tour staged two 
events in February/March before the 
season was halted due to the pandemic. 
The tour resumed in August with back-
to-back events in Scotland followed by 
tournaments in the Czech Republic and 
Switzerland.

There are five remaining events on the 
schedule for 2020 including the Lacoste 
Ladies Open de France, Omega Dubai 
Moonlight Classic, Andalucia Costa Del 
Sol Open de Espana, and the two events 
in Saudi Arabia.  x

©Golf Week
•  •  •

Construction of  
New PGA of America 
Headquarters Begun

Adolfson & Peterson Construction 
(AP), a top national construction man-
agement firm and general contractor, 
along with Cushman & Wakefield and 
Page, have commenced construction on 
the new corporate headquarters for the 
PGA of America in Frisco, Texas.

The new building will promote the 
PGA’s mission to bring state-of-the-art 
education facilities and a world-class 
workplace together.

The new 106,622-square-foot head-
quarters will sit on 6.2 acres of the new 
660-acre PGA Frisco campus, which 
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will also include two new cham-
pionship golf courses, a 500-
room Omni Resort and a golf 
entertainment district. Predom-
inantly glass and limestone, the 
four-story headquarters building 
will initially house approximately 
150 corporate employees, with 
three floors of office space, a 
top floor conference room and 
outdoor terrace lounge space 
overlooking the driving range 
and golf course.

The ground floor will serve 

staff, PGA Members and guests 
as a destination for the future 
of golf, including a video studio 
and education center. The lobby 
design will feature an elegant 
wood wall, sculpted to mimic 
the contours of a golf course, 
terrazzo flooring and an open 
social stair, with side areas for 
seating. Gardens filled with na-
tive plants will welcome visitors 
to the building.

This public-private partnership 
teams the PGA of America with 

Omni Stillwater Woods (OSW), 
a joint venture led by Omni Ho-
tels & Resorts with Stillwater 
and Woods Capital; the City of 
Frisco, as well as its Economic 
and Community Development 
Corporations; and the Frisco 
Independent School District.

With AP as the project’s gen-
eral contractor, Cushman & 
Wakefield is managing the con-
struction team on behalf of the 
PGA of America, and Page is 
the team’s architect.

“We are ecstatic to kick off 
construction of the new PGA of 
America Headquarters as they 
make their new corporate home 
in Frisco,” said Corbett Nichter, 
AP Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer. “This is 
an extraordinary team effort with 
the PGA of America, Cushman & 
Wakefield and Page, and it is going 
to be a great place for employees 
to work and a wonderful corporate 
addition for North Texas.”

“This is a historic moment 
for the PGA of America, as we 
see the vision for our new PGA 
Headquarters come to life,” said 
PGA of America Chief Operat-
ing Officer Darrell Crall. “The 
Modern Home of American Golf 
at PGA Frisco is now within our 
sight, and we’re delighted to 
break ground on our new state-
of-the-art headquarters, which 
will serve as a destination for 
our nearly 29,000 PGA Mem-
bers, and a catalyst for an inclu-
sive and diverse workforce. We 
can’t wait to unveil the finished 
product, as we team up with Ad-
olfson & Peterson Construction, 

Cushman & Wakefield and Page 
to create our new headquarters 
at PGA Frisco.”

Projected to open in the first 
quarter of 2022, the new PGA 
Headquarters will incorporate 
ample golf education space and 
indoor training facilities, such as 
a chipping area, putting green, 
driving range simulators and 
three bays where exterior wall 
panels open out for hitting to the 
actual driving range. In addition 
to the video studio, a trophy 
gallery will also be a key feature 
of the new building.

“We are so proud to be a part 
of this project,” said Brad Blan-
kenship, Senior Managing Direc-
tor, Cushman & Wakefield. “Our 
primary goal is to deliver on the 
promise to create an extraor-
dinary new home for the PGA 
of America’s Headquarters. To 
that end, the selection of Page 
and Adolfson & Peterson as 
partners was essential. We are 
on schedule and on budget. The 
headquarters will be a uniquely 
distinguished Texas Modern de-

sign that in its form and function 
celebrates the game of golf.”

“We are grateful to be the 
lead design partner for this leg-
acy building connecting genera-
tions of people who have made 
golf their life’s work,” said Kris 
Walsh, Principal at Page. “Our 
charge to create an environ-
ment that brings education and 
the workplace together is what 
makes this building special. The 
space is universally designed for 
all users in support of the growth 
of the game.”

Notable projects by AP’s 
North Texas and Central Texas 
offices include the Arlington ISD 
Fine Arts Center and Athletics 
Complex, Park Cities Presby-
terian Church in Dallas, and 
several education facilities for the 
University of Texas, Northside 
ISD in San Antonio and Fort 
Worth ISD. In addition, AP’s 
West Texas office, located in 
Midland, is currently working 
on Texas Tech’s Health Science 
Center project.  x

©PGA
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weather status. Three environ-
mental variables that can affect 
ball flight are barometric pres-
sure, temperature, and humidity.

Figure out which obstacles 
on the course may present you 
with a challenge and how to 
avoid them. Certain holes may 
have no room for error espe-
cially if your ball ends up in a 
penalty area. There may be 
dogleg holes with tight fairways 
framed by tree lines and houses. 
There may be holes with ele-
vated greens so discover which 
approach shot you will need 
that will create the least amount 
of havoc. Your goal is to not 
short side yourself and end up 
with a bogey. Prepare yourself 

for fewer errors by using careful 
judgment on each shot. Proper 
club selection always plays a role 
in championship performance. 
For example, explore which club 
will give you the best shot that 
is the closest and safest to your 
target.

For instance, you may play 
more generously on wide-open 
par 5s and short par 4s. You will 
need to determine how far you 
need to hit your ball to present 
yourself with the best opportu-
nity on your next shot. If there 
is trouble surrounding the flag, 
your best bet is to aim for the 
middle of the green. For ex-
ample, when the flag is placed 
near the edge of a green, play 

to the wider, opposite side of 
the green. When your ball is 
stuck underneath a row of trees, 
punch a low stinger safely back 
into the fairway.

You can also improve your 
course management skills by 
researching golf course archi-
tecture. Read golf course ar-
chitecture books and articles so 
you will have an advantage in 
understanding how and why a 
golf course reacts the way it 
does. Championship courses will 
test your patience and your en-
durance so, in order to maximize 
your scoring ability, you must 
utilize WISE course management 
skills each time you play!  x

©PGA
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ter capable of transcending the 
sport. “I hope I can inspire some 
people,” he said.

“I’m just trying to figure out 
this very complex, multivariable, 
multidimensional game. It’s very, 
very difficult. It’s a fun journey 
for me.”

DeChambeau splits opinion. 
He is self absorbed; bombast 
accompanies the bombs and his 
glacial pace of play still infuriates 
despite significant improvement 
in the past year.

But never forget the depth 
of his dedication. Last week he 
kept the floodlights burning on 
the range trying to straighten his 
drives and work out how wedge 

shots would react to cooler tem-
peratures.

When it becomes possible, 
people will want to pay good 
money to cram next to a tee box 
to witness the US Open champi-
on’s ferocious hitting. Rivals will 
try to copy aspects of his unique 
take on the game.

The authorities, meanwhile, 
will continue to wrestle with how 
to keep DeChambeau and the 
other athletes at the top of the 
game from hitting the ball fur-
ther and further.

And with justification because 
when finding fairways at places 
such as Winged Foot no longer 
matters, it is time to act.  x

©BBC
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Ladies European Tour Announces 
Doubleheader in Saudi Arabia Worth $1.5M

by BETH ANN NICHOLS
The Ladies European Tour has an-

nounced two new events to be held in 
Saudi Arabia later this year for a total of 
$1.5 million in prize funds, marking the 
first professional female golf tournaments 
ever staged in Saudi Arabia.

The $1 million Aramco Saudi Ladies 
International will take place Nov. 12-15 
and the $500,000 Saudi Ladies Team 
International will be held Nov. 17-19. 
Both events will take place at Royal 
Greens Golf Club on the Red Sea Coast 
near Jeddah. In the team competition, 
professional players will partner with 
amateurs.

The original 72-hole event was sched-
uled to take place in March of this year 
but was moved due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We are extremely excited to be part 
of history in bringing the first-ever pro-
fessional women’s golf event to Saudi 
Arabia,” said Ladies European Tour 
CEO Alexandra Armas in a release, “and 
we are thankful to their commitment to 
deliver not one but two tournaments, in 
what has been a difficult year for golf.”

The Aramco Saudi Ladies International 
will be the third highest-playing event on 
the LET schedule, behind the Scottish 
Open and AIG Women’s British Open.

Amy Boulden of Wales, who recently 
won the Swiss Open on the LET, plans 
to compete in both events.

“This type of commitment to women’s 
golf is really amazing to see at this time,” 
said Boulden in a statement.

Saudi Arabia remains one of the most 
gender-segregated countries in the world, 
however, some of the country’s strict 

laws have recently come under reform. 
According to a Reuters report late last 
year, restaurants no longer require sep-
arate entrances for women and families 
and one solely for men. In 2018, the 
Saudi government lifted a ban on women 
applying for licenses and driving.

In the run-up to the inaugural Saudi 
men’s event in 2019, several players drew 
criticism for committing to play — and 
receiving appearance fees from the gov-
ernment for it — in the wake of Wash-
ington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi’s 
murder.

Dustin Johnson won the event’s first 
staging. Phil Mickelson came under fire 
for his decision to skip the Waste Man-
agement Phoenix Open this year to play 
in the European Tour’s Saudi stop, won 

by Graeme McDowell, in February.
England’s Meghan MacLaren, a two-

time winner on the LET, told The Tele-
graph back in January that she wouldn’t 
tee it up in Saudi Arabia due to concerns 
over the country “sportswashing” its 
human rights record.

“I’ve decided not to play based on what 
I think sport is being used to do in Saudi 
Arabia,” MacLaren told The Telegraph. 
“It’s far more complicated than any one 
individual, so it’s a personal decision and 
not something I would push onto anyone 
else. But based on the research of or-
ganizations like Amnesty International, 
I couldn’t be comfortable being part of 
that process.

“We take for granted a lot of the choic-
es and freedom we have available to us, 

but I try to make my decisions based on 
who I am as a person, not just a golfer. 
It’s obviously a huge tournament for us, 
but this to me is about more than golf. 
I wish sport as a whole looked through 
a lens deeper than what benefits itself.”

The Ladies European Tour staged two 
events in February/March before the 
season was halted due to the pandemic. 
The tour resumed in August with back-
to-back events in Scotland followed by 
tournaments in the Czech Republic and 
Switzerland.

There are five remaining events on the 
schedule for 2020 including the Lacoste 
Ladies Open de France, Omega Dubai 
Moonlight Classic, Andalucia Costa Del 
Sol Open de Espana, and the two events 
in Saudi Arabia.  x

©Golf Week
•  •  •

Construction of  
New PGA of America 
Headquarters Begun

Adolfson & Peterson Construction 
(AP), a top national construction man-
agement firm and general contractor, 
along with Cushman & Wakefield and 
Page, have commenced construction on 
the new corporate headquarters for the 
PGA of America in Frisco, Texas.

The new building will promote the 
PGA’s mission to bring state-of-the-art 
education facilities and a world-class 
workplace together.

The new 106,622-square-foot head-
quarters will sit on 6.2 acres of the new 
660-acre PGA Frisco campus, which 
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will also include two new cham-
pionship golf courses, a 500-
room Omni Resort and a golf 
entertainment district. Predom-
inantly glass and limestone, the 
four-story headquarters building 
will initially house approximately 
150 corporate employees, with 
three floors of office space, a 
top floor conference room and 
outdoor terrace lounge space 
overlooking the driving range 
and golf course.

The ground floor will serve 

staff, PGA Members and guests 
as a destination for the future 
of golf, including a video studio 
and education center. The lobby 
design will feature an elegant 
wood wall, sculpted to mimic 
the contours of a golf course, 
terrazzo flooring and an open 
social stair, with side areas for 
seating. Gardens filled with na-
tive plants will welcome visitors 
to the building.

This public-private partnership 
teams the PGA of America with 

Omni Stillwater Woods (OSW), 
a joint venture led by Omni Ho-
tels & Resorts with Stillwater 
and Woods Capital; the City of 
Frisco, as well as its Economic 
and Community Development 
Corporations; and the Frisco 
Independent School District.

With AP as the project’s gen-
eral contractor, Cushman & 
Wakefield is managing the con-
struction team on behalf of the 
PGA of America, and Page is 
the team’s architect.

“We are ecstatic to kick off 
construction of the new PGA of 
America Headquarters as they 
make their new corporate home 
in Frisco,” said Corbett Nichter, 
AP Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer. “This is 
an extraordinary team effort with 
the PGA of America, Cushman & 
Wakefield and Page, and it is going 
to be a great place for employees 
to work and a wonderful corporate 
addition for North Texas.”

“This is a historic moment 
for the PGA of America, as we 
see the vision for our new PGA 
Headquarters come to life,” said 
PGA of America Chief Operat-
ing Officer Darrell Crall. “The 
Modern Home of American Golf 
at PGA Frisco is now within our 
sight, and we’re delighted to 
break ground on our new state-
of-the-art headquarters, which 
will serve as a destination for 
our nearly 29,000 PGA Mem-
bers, and a catalyst for an inclu-
sive and diverse workforce. We 
can’t wait to unveil the finished 
product, as we team up with Ad-
olfson & Peterson Construction, 

Cushman & Wakefield and Page 
to create our new headquarters 
at PGA Frisco.”

Projected to open in the first 
quarter of 2022, the new PGA 
Headquarters will incorporate 
ample golf education space and 
indoor training facilities, such as 
a chipping area, putting green, 
driving range simulators and 
three bays where exterior wall 
panels open out for hitting to the 
actual driving range. In addition 
to the video studio, a trophy 
gallery will also be a key feature 
of the new building.

“We are so proud to be a part 
of this project,” said Brad Blan-
kenship, Senior Managing Direc-
tor, Cushman & Wakefield. “Our 
primary goal is to deliver on the 
promise to create an extraor-
dinary new home for the PGA 
of America’s Headquarters. To 
that end, the selection of Page 
and Adolfson & Peterson as 
partners was essential. We are 
on schedule and on budget. The 
headquarters will be a uniquely 
distinguished Texas Modern de-

sign that in its form and function 
celebrates the game of golf.”

“We are grateful to be the 
lead design partner for this leg-
acy building connecting genera-
tions of people who have made 
golf their life’s work,” said Kris 
Walsh, Principal at Page. “Our 
charge to create an environ-
ment that brings education and 
the workplace together is what 
makes this building special. The 
space is universally designed for 
all users in support of the growth 
of the game.”

Notable projects by AP’s 
North Texas and Central Texas 
offices include the Arlington ISD 
Fine Arts Center and Athletics 
Complex, Park Cities Presby-
terian Church in Dallas, and 
several education facilities for the 
University of Texas, Northside 
ISD in San Antonio and Fort 
Worth ISD. In addition, AP’s 
West Texas office, located in 
Midland, is currently working 
on Texas Tech’s Health Science 
Center project.  x
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weather status. Three environ-
mental variables that can affect 
ball flight are barometric pres-
sure, temperature, and humidity.

Figure out which obstacles 
on the course may present you 
with a challenge and how to 
avoid them. Certain holes may 
have no room for error espe-
cially if your ball ends up in a 
penalty area. There may be 
dogleg holes with tight fairways 
framed by tree lines and houses. 
There may be holes with ele-
vated greens so discover which 
approach shot you will need 
that will create the least amount 
of havoc. Your goal is to not 
short side yourself and end up 
with a bogey. Prepare yourself 

for fewer errors by using careful 
judgment on each shot. Proper 
club selection always plays a role 
in championship performance. 
For example, explore which club 
will give you the best shot that 
is the closest and safest to your 
target.

For instance, you may play 
more generously on wide-open 
par 5s and short par 4s. You will 
need to determine how far you 
need to hit your ball to present 
yourself with the best opportu-
nity on your next shot. If there 
is trouble surrounding the flag, 
your best bet is to aim for the 
middle of the green. For ex-
ample, when the flag is placed 
near the edge of a green, play 

to the wider, opposite side of 
the green. When your ball is 
stuck underneath a row of trees, 
punch a low stinger safely back 
into the fairway.

You can also improve your 
course management skills by 
researching golf course archi-
tecture. Read golf course ar-
chitecture books and articles so 
you will have an advantage in 
understanding how and why a 
golf course reacts the way it 
does. Championship courses will 
test your patience and your en-
durance so, in order to maximize 
your scoring ability, you must 
utilize WISE course management 
skills each time you play!  x
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ter capable of transcending the 
sport. “I hope I can inspire some 
people,” he said.

“I’m just trying to figure out 
this very complex, multivariable, 
multidimensional game. It’s very, 
very difficult. It’s a fun journey 
for me.”

DeChambeau splits opinion. 
He is self absorbed; bombast 
accompanies the bombs and his 
glacial pace of play still infuriates 
despite significant improvement 
in the past year.

But never forget the depth 
of his dedication. Last week he 
kept the floodlights burning on 
the range trying to straighten his 
drives and work out how wedge 

shots would react to cooler tem-
peratures.

When it becomes possible, 
people will want to pay good 
money to cram next to a tee box 
to witness the US Open champi-
on’s ferocious hitting. Rivals will 
try to copy aspects of his unique 
take on the game.

The authorities, meanwhile, 
will continue to wrestle with how 
to keep DeChambeau and the 
other athletes at the top of the 
game from hitting the ball fur-
ther and further.

And with justification because 
when finding fairways at places 
such as Winged Foot no longer 
matters, it is time to act.  x
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