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Thomas Assured $2
‘Out of the Blue’: Jim Herman Shocks
Million Bonus as Tour Field (and Himself) With Wyndham Win
Heads to Postseason
by

Justin Thomas hits from the bunker on the 16th hole during the third
round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at TPC Harding Park
Saturday, Aug. 8, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
by

DOUG FERGUSON

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Justin Thomas shot only one round in

the 60s at Harding Park, tied for
37th and lost the No. 1 ranking
Bonus

Collin Morikawa hits his tee shot on the seventh hole during the first
round of the 102nd PGA Championship at TPC Harding Park on August
6, in San Francisco. (Darren Carroll/PGA of America)

Since turning pro in 2019,
Collin Morikawa has only played
in two Major Tournaments.

He’s won half of them. After
analyzing his golf swing, it is
Balance

— PAGE 7

What’s in the Bag:
Wyndham Championship
Winner Jim Herman
Jim Herman won his third
PGA Tour event at the Wyndham Championship. Here's a
look inside his bag:
DRIVER: TaylorMade SIM
(10.5 degrees) with Graphite
Design Tour AD 6X shaft
FAIRWAY WOODS: TaylorMade M6 (15 degrees); TaylorMade M4 (21 degrees)

IRONS: Mizuno JPX 919 Pro
(4); Mizuno JPX 919 Tour (5PW)
WEDGES: Cleveland RTX
588 (52, 56 degrees); Titleist
Vokey SM6 (60 degrees)
PUTTER: Bettinardi Inovai
5.0 Tour F.I.T. Face
BALL: Titleist Pro V1 x
© Golf Channel

(Getty Images)

Tournament of Champions —
and that came against a 34-man
field. He had missed three of
four cuts since the restart before

tumbling to the bottom of the
standings at Harding Park. And
he was well aware that his name
Out of the Blue

— PAGE 7

Motocaddy Electric Carts:
The New British Invasion

— PAGE 3

The Balance of PGA
Champion Collin Morikawa

WILL GRAY

GREENSBORO, N.C. — While
everyone was busy burying
Brooks Koepka a week ago at
the PGA Championship, Jim
Herman became a footnote.
Koepka’s disastrous 74 at
TPC Harding Park not only cost
him a shot at a three-peat, but it
beat only one person during the
final round. That lone individual,
the guy at the very bottom of
the totem pole at the first major
of the year, was Herman, who
shot a 75.
It was indicative of what’s
amounted to a disastrous season
for a veteran who is used to lean
stretches. Herman’s best finish
all year was a T-27 at the Sentry

by

JOHN BARBA

In the world of electric carts,
there are many contestants with
fine products as we saw in last
week’s MyGolfSpy Electric Cart
Buyer’s Guide. But, internationally, there are only two major
players: PowaKaddy and Motocaddy. They’re the Coke and
Pepsi of that market.
But what’s the deal with these
things? Are they a fad? Are they
pricey toys for folks with too
much money? Or are we seeing
the beginning of a sea change,
perhaps an official Electric Cart
Movement?
Motocaddy, whose M7 Remote
unit topped the Buyer’s Guide
ratings, sees North America —
and the U.S. in particular — as a

wide-open land of opportunity.
And they’re coming to America like John, Paul, George and
Ringo with a flotilla of electric

carts in tow.
It only took one Ed Sullivan
Show for The Beatles to have
Motocaddy

— PAGE 6

Struggles Continue for Jordan Spieth
(71) at Wyndham: ‘I’m a Little Uncertain’
by

WILL GRAY

GREENSBORO, N.C. — After
another dose of weekend struggles, Jordan Spieth is still searching as he heads into what might
be the final start of his season.
Spieth was a dew-sweeper last
week at the PGA Championship, finishing T-71 and near the
bottom of those who made the
cut. It was almost an exact repeat this week at the Wyndham
Championship, where he made
six birdies in the second round to
Struggles

Local Holes-In-One on Page 4

— PAGE 5

(Getty Images)

See Past Holes-In-One at golfweekrochester.com
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S T U CK IN AN
OLD KI T CHEN?

See how easy a new look can be.
Save time, trouble and thousands!

Mulligans

News, Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes from the Local Golfing Community

Starkweather Wins 2020 RDGA Mid Amateur
Championship at Clifton Springs Country Club
CLIFTON SPRINGS, NY —
Ken Starkweather captured
his third RDGA Mid Amateur
Championship title as a result of
today’s second
and final round
Bodine • 2x5 • 121219 • JT
bodineunlimited@aol.com
of the 2020 RDGA Mid Am,
Expositor-Ledger Newspapers
hosted by Clifton Springs Country Club.
Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
Starkweather, from Ridgemont
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
Country Club, who won the
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521
2008 and 2016 RDGA Mid
Amateur titles, held off a strong
We want YOUR AD to be perfect…
fieldyou
to win
the 14th annual DisBEFORE
Your
ad will run as itAFTER
appears here unless we hear from
immediately.
trict Championship open only to
Please
review
this
ad
carefully.
Call Upstate’s oldest, largest and best refacing team
the area’s top male golfers, ages
n Check spelling and punctuation
and
above.
n Check addresses and phone numbers,
FREEasESTIMATES
well as e-mail addresses25
and
web
sites.
n Check dates and times of all events listed.
Starkweather finished with a
www.nu-look.info
2-over-par 73 in Saturday’s secIf there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.
232-1750
CABINET REFACING SINCE 1971
ond and final round — added
to the tournament-low round of
1-under-par 70 he posted in Friday’s first round — to finish at
1-over-par 143 for the 36-hole
championship.
WINERY TOURS ~ CONCERTS ~ BIKE TOURS
Tutoring $45/hr: Help for Parents.
“The first two of these that
8/22 Bike Tour Naples/Middlesex Enjoy a scenic ride as we
8/15
Assist students in core subject areas so they
I won were when Jim Scorse
explore South end of Canandaigua Lake/High Tor
remain current with schoolwork. Grades 6-12.
wasn’t in the field,” said Stark8/29 Bike Tour Around Honeoye Lake Enjoy a scenic ride as
8/16
Proficient in Distance Learning, IXL,
we explore the valley. Historical markers & fun for the whole
weather, referring to the 8-time
Google Classroom. Call Chris Today!
family. Post Ride, picnic w/Chris for each tour ......$45/day +
RDGA Mid Am champion. “It
8/30 Winery/Brewery Tour FLX ......................................... $95
8/29
was great to win when he was
TBA You Pick A Destination, We Drive ...... $40/hr, 4 hour min.
also in the field.”
All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Tailgate Buffet
Scorse was definitely in the field
(your own tix @ The Ralph 2021 Dates)
for this year’s RDGA Mid AmHoward
Hanna
• 2x5
• 061520
JT
Stones 45th
Annual
Farewell Tour• .......$120+!
TBA Rolling

IMPORTANT…

8/12 Def Leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+

TBA Rock & Roll Hall of Fame w/picnic Dep 7am ..$90+
Expositor-Ledger
Newspapers
8/14 Billy Joel @ New Era Field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+ For music fans seeking world class vibes. 4 pax min.

STARKWEATHER’s THIRD: 2020 RDGA Mid Amateur champion Ken
Starkweather, right, and runner-up James Johnson, left, celebrate following Starkweather’s third victory in the RDGHA Mid Amateur Championship. (Dave Eaton)

ateur — he got as high as a tie
for second place at times during
Saturday’s second and final round
before finishing in a tie for eighth
place at 7-over-par 149 — but so
were other top contenders.
James Johnson of Canandaigua was the closest contender
for this year’s Mid Am crown,
posting scores of 73-72--145
to finish alone in second place,
at 3-over par, two shots behind
Starkweather. Five golfers, in-

cluding Ridgemont’s Kevin Peters, Locust Hill’s Kyle Downey,
Nick Sortino of Ridgemont, Josh
Rathbun of the RDGA eClub and
Ben Caruso of Brook-Lea, all
finished in a tie for third place at
6-over-par 148.
Each of the top five finishers
(including ties) also earned exemptions into the 2021 RDGA
District Championship John H.
Ryan Jr. Memorial at Oak Hill
Country Club. x

Final Results: 2020 RDGA Mid Amateur
Championship at Clifton Springs Country Club

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

FOOTBALL
@ NEW ERA Ledger
FIELD
Rochester
Golf
• The
Jewish
NY YANKEE HOME GAMES
Dep. 4amWeek
.... $210+ BUFFALO
All include
Bodine Monster
Tailgate Buffet, NY
Bus Dep.
7:40AM.
Trips Depart from Naples, Bath or Exit
44.
2535Some
Brighton-Henrietta
Town
Line
Road,
Rochester,
14623
Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201 $190+
(585)
427-2468
• FAX 9/27
(585)
Tampa, 9/27
Marlins
8/16 Bosox9/1
9/1 Tampa
Marlins 427-8521
50 yard line S333-334 $250+ Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

1)
Ken Starkweather. . . . . .70-73--143
T30) Joe Marlowe. . . . . . . . . 81-81--162
2)
James Johnson . . . . . . . 73-72--145
T30) Sean McCarthy . . . . . . . 84-78--162
perfect…
9/18-19 Red Sox Fenway Park
T3)
Kyle Downey. . . . . . . . . 77-71--148
T30) Dan Bannister. . . . . . . . 80-82--162
1 game, Dep.ad
8am ..................$520+
Your
will run as it appears here unless we hear from
youJosh
immediately.
T3)
Rathbun. . . . . . . . . 75-73--148
33)
Chris Roeder. . . . . . . . . 76-87--163
8/21-22 Yankees @ NY Mets
BUFFALO ROCKIES ROAD TRIP WITH BODINE
Please review this ad
carefully.
T3)
Kevin Peters . . . . . . . . . 76-72--148
34)
Matt Haefele. . . . . . . . . 80-84--164
12/18-22
Buffalo @ Denver & Ski ABasin option! .$820+
1 game, see NYC .....................$380+
n Check spelling and punctuation
T3)
Ben Caruso. . . . . . . . . . 74-74--148
35)
Christopher Mason. . . . . 85-80--165
n Check
5480
County
Rd.and
36,phone
Honeoye,
nywell
14471
addresses
numbers, as
as e-mail addresses T3)
and webNick
sites.Sortino . . . . . . . . . 74-74--148
T36) Brian Sergeant. . . . . . . . 79-88--167
n Check dates and times of all events listed.
585.367.2904
• bodineunlimitedtours.com
T8)
Jim Scorse. . . . . . . . . . . 73-76--149
T36) Rich Mackey . . . . . . . . . 85-82--167
If there
aremailed
any7 corrections,
please
call
Departs Pittsford.
Itineraries
days prior to departure.
See our
ad us
in theimmediately
Westside News at 427-2468.
T8)
Zach Fuller . . . . . . . . . . 78-71--149
T36) Jeffrey Gurbacki. . . . . . . 88-79--167
Please read and sign company policies prior to booking.
Hometown Community Directory
T10) Tim Saur. . . . . . . . . . . . 78-72--150
39)
Marty Coddington . . . . . 81-87--168
T10) Mason Grower. . . . . . . . 73-77--150
40)
Brian Becker. . . . . . . . . 78-91--169
12)
Shane Shafer. . . . . . . . . 76-75--151
41)
Mike Page. . . . . . . . . . . 88-83--171
T13) Taylor Rising. . . . . . . . . 78-74--152
T42) Bora Som. . . . . . . . . . . 85-87--172
T13) Chris Sorci . . . . . . . . . . 77-75--152
T42) Jared Hyatt. . . . . . . . . . 83-89--172
ON CANANDAIGUA LAKE
T15) Blake Gianniny . . . . . . . 78-75--153
T42) Michael Agnello. . . . . . . 88-84--172
T15) Shawn Coffman. . . . . . . 76-77--153
T45) Brad Basal. . . . . . . . . . . 89-84--173
17)
Wade Sarkis. . . . . . . . . .81-73--154
T45) Nick Engels. . . . . . . . . . 89-84--173
T18) Chris Gore. . . . . . . . . . .75-81--156
47)
Trevor C. Carpenter. . . . 87-88--175
T18) Geoff Fountain. . . . . . . . 78-78--156
48)
Mike Gallagher. . . . . . . . 87-89--176
T18) Matt Dehond. . . . . . . . . 76-80--156
T49) Matt Bourg . . . . . . . . . . 93-86--179
21)
Jim Mason. . . . . . . . . . . 81-76--157
T49) Tim Hodkinson . . . . . . . 87-92--179
T22) Dave Benedict. . . . . . . . 80-78--158
51)
Dan Ewing. . . . . . . . . . . 80-101--181
T22) Doug Slattery. . . . . . . . . 81-77--158
T52) Bryan Hanley. . . . . . . . . 96-89--185
T22) the
Dave
DeLary. . . . . . . . . 83-75--158
T52) Grant Heyman. . . . . . . . 95-90--185
“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops
clock
to save time.”
Lake Group
T25) Dan Wesley. . . . . . . . . . 74-85--159
54)
Alex Johnson. . . . . . . . . 96-91--187
229 Lake St, Penn Yan
T25) Dario Digennaro . . . . . . 82-77--159
T55) Dong Nguyen . . . . . . . . 90-100--190
27)
Dan Hallimen . . . . . . . . 77-83--160
T55) Daniel Alt . . . . . . . . . . . 97-93--190
NOW SELLING!
T28) Chris Salone . . . . . . . . . 80-81--161
57)
Binh Tran. . . . . . . . . . . 97-95--192
T28)
Andrew
Billone
. . . . . . . 79-82--161
Private Balconies
Top 5 finishers are exempt from qualifying for the 2021 RDGA District Championship.
Quartz Countertops / Stainless Steel Appliances

IMPORTANT…
YANKEE OVERNIGHT TRIP

9/13 Jets 9/27 Rams
10/15 KC
11/1 Patriots
11/8 SeattleWe
11/29 want
Chargers 12/13
SteelersAD
1/3 Fish
YOUR
to be
**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $140+ pp

LUXURY CONDOS

Walk-in Marble Showers
Covered / Reserved Parking
Full Service American Contemporary Restaurant
Lively Bar/Lounge with Waterfront Dining
The complete terms are in an offering plan available from the sponsor. File # CD150046

Personal Tours by Appointment: 315.532.4726

canandaigualakesidecondos.com

Rochester's Merkulov Experiences U.S.
Amateur Championship as a Participant
All last week, some of the best
men's amateur golfers in the world
assembled at Bandon Dunes Golf

Resort in Oregon for the 2020
U.S. Amateur Championship —
and among the more than 250

participants was Rochester's own
Yarik Merkulov.
Mulligans
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Bonus
the second year of only three
postseason events. The top 125
go to The Northern Trust, but
only the top 70 make it to the
BMW Championship.
That makes the week particularly important for Brooks
Koepka, whose 74 on Sunday
at the PGA Championship was
a lost opportunity for a historic
three-peat and the FedEx Cup.
Koepka, scheduled to play his
sixth straight event, moved up
only four spots to No. 92.

• • •
LEFTY’S SHADES

Brooks Koepka reacts after missing a putt on the sixth hole during the
final round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at TPC Harding
Park Sunday, Aug. 9, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

Charl Schwartzel hits his tee shot on the 10th hole during the final round
of the PGA Championship golf tournament at TPC Harding Park Sunday,
Aug. 9, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)

Phil Mickelson returned from
the shutdown wearing sunglasses, and it wasn’t all about style.
During his stint in the booth
with CBS on Saturday at the
PGA Championship, Mickelson
said he treated his face with a
cream that helps prevent sun
cancer. For two weeks, he said,
the skin gets splotchy as it kills
cancer cells.
“And when I went outside, I
had to wear some protection,”
he said. “So I wore these glasses
to protect the area around my
eyes.”
Turns out he liked them. They
didn’t shift on his face when
swinging a club. He played golf
with them and had no issues.
“That’s kind of where it started,” he said. “And then my eyes
were much more relaxed at the
end of the day. They weren’t
squinting the whole time.”
But he couldn’t leave it at that.
“Not everybody can pull that
look off,” Mickelson said.

• • •
CLUTCH PAR

Danielle Kang poses with the trophy after winning the Marathon Classic
LPGA golf tournament Sunday, Aug. 9, at Highland Meadows in Sylvania,
Ohio. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
(Continued from Page 1)

that he had held all of one week.
The week wasn’t a total loss.
Thomas has played so well this
year with a PGA Tour-best three
victories that he is assured of
being the No. 1 seed when the
FedEx Cup postseason begins.
That also means he wins the
Wyndham Rewards for leading
after the regular season, which
comes with a $2 million bonus.
So he earned $45,000 from
the PGA Championship, picked
up $2 million and likely will lose
$5,000 or so from missing a
putt (not because of missing the
putt, but because of his verbal
reaction to why the ball didn’t go
into the cup).
The rest of the payout from
the Wyndham Rewards — it goes
through 10th place — has not
been decided. Four players from
the top 10 are in the field at the
Wyndham Championship: Webb
Simpson (No. 3), Sungjae Im
(No. 5), Patrick Reed (No. 6) and
Brendon Todd (No. 9).

Lanto Griffin and Abraham
Ancer are not far out of the top
10 and will have a chance to
pick up an extra bonus.
Otherwise, the final event of
the regular season doesn’t hold
quite as much pressure as it normally us. At stake is a chance
to keep playing in the lucrative
playoff events. But no one will
be losing his full card. Because
of the coronavirus pandemic that
shut down golf for three months,
the tour said in late April that
players at least will keep the
same status they had at the start
of the 2019-20 season, with an
opportunity to improve it based
on their play.
That’s good news for someone like Russell Knox, who had a
streak of 10 missed cuts — before
and after the shutdown — and
is No. 124 in the FedEx Cup
going into the Wyndham Championship.
For others, it’s simply a chance
to improve their standing going
into the postseason. This will be

Former Masters champion
Charl Schwartzel had reason
to celebrate on Friday without
ever being in the hunt at the
PGA Championship. He got upand-down from a bunker on the
18th hole, making a par putt just
inside 15 feet for a 68 to make
the cut on the number.
That meant he was guaran-

teed at least two FedEx Cup
points. And that’s exactly what
he needed to equal the points of
No. 125 last year.
Schwartzel, who tied for 58th,
has battled through a wrist injury
and had shown signs of progress. Making the cut was big. So
was his tie for third at the 3M
Open two weeks prior. That
got the attention of the PGA
of America, which gave him an
exemption into the PGA Championship.
“It’s been quite a struggle for
me for the last two years with injuries,” Schwartzel said. “I had to
take a medical (extension) and got
off to a real roller-coaster start —
some good stuff, and then some
really bad stuff. It’s been wild,
and hard to get things going. It’s
been up and down.”
He now is No. 125 in the
FedEx Cup this year, 11 points
ahead of Bronson Burgoon.
Schwartzel is playing this week
in the Wyndham Championship, and needs to at least hold
his position to advance to the
postseason for the first time in
two years.

US OPEN

• • •

Li Haotong finished with a
double bogey, and it was more
costly than just money. That
knocked him out of the top 10
and cost him a spot in the U.S.
Open next month at Winged
Foot in New York.
The U.S. Open offered spots
to the leading three players at
the PGA Championship not
already eligible, provided they
were among the top 10. That
double bogey sent Li from a tie
for 10th to a tie for 17th.
Two more spots are available
at the Wyndham Championship,
while the attention also shifts to
the Korn Ferry Tour.
Five players leading the points
list through last week’s Portland
Open were given spots at Winged
Foot — Will Zalatoris, Davis

Riley, Lee Hodges, Taylor Pendrith and Paul Barjon. Hodges
won in Portland to move into
the top five.
Five more Korn Ferry Tour
players can get into the U.S.
Open based on a special money
list from these next three events.

DIVOTS

• • •

Danielle Kang will try to become the first player in four
years to win three straight
LPGA Tour events. She is at the
Scottish Ladies Open. The last
to do it was Ariya Jutanugarn
in 2016. ... Dustin Johnson is
the first player to be runner-up
in the PGA Championship in
successive years since Jack Nicklaus in 1964 and 1965. . ... The
LOCALiQ Series for players on
the Canadian, China and Latin
America circuits for the PGA
Tour now has a conclusion. The
tour says a season-ending tournament on Oct. 26-30 will be
held at the Ocean Club in Paradise Island on Nassau, Bahamas.
It will culminate an eight-tournament season for those sidelined
by the smaller circuit’s seasons
being canceled by the pandemic.

• • •
STAT OF THE WEEK

In the last five years of the
PGA Championship, players
have posted all four rounds in
the 60s without winning 16
times. That’s one more time
than the previous 58 years combined.

• • •
FINAL WORD

“Coming down the stretch in the
back nine of a major, everybody
knows that’s the moment that you
go take it. Are you a leaderboard
watcher? Did you know where
you were? What’s your mindset in
that moment the last 2 1/2 hours
of your round?” — Golden State
Warriors guard Stephen Curry,
asking the first question of Collin
Morikawa after he won the PGA
Championship. x
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Tiger’s Son Charlie Dominates
Junior Golf Tournament

Mulligans
(Continued from Page 2)

Merkulov — a member at
Ridgemont Country Club and the
2019 RDGA District Championship winner — was invited to
play in this year's U.S. Amateur
Championship by the USGA,
the result of his strong performance in last year's U.S. Mid
Amateur Championship, where
he reached the Quarterfinal
Round.
In any other year, Merkulov
would have had to qualify for the
U.S. Amateur in one of the many
qualifying rounds held throughout
the country leading up to the National Championship. However
this year, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the USGA filled the
starting field of the U.S. Amateur
by sending out invitations.
The format of the U.S. Amateur begins with two rounds of
stroke play, where all 250-plus

by

NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT: Rochester’s Yarik Merkulov — seen here during
last year’s U.S. Mid Amateur Championship — competed in last week’s
2020 U.S. Amateur Championship in Bandon Dunes, Oregon. (Dave Eaton)

players in the field compete to
finish in the top-64 places, from
where they qualify for the match
play portion of the Championship. From there, the competition
features single-elimination match
play until only two players remain
to compete for the overall title.

Playing in the first two days'
stroke play qualifying rounds,
Merkulov posted scores of 74
and 76 for a 7-over-par 150
total over 36 holes. Unfortunately, that was not enough to qualify
for stroke play, as the top-64
players all finished at 145 or
lower for the qualifying rounds.
Even though Merkulov did not
advance to the match play portion of this year's U.S. Amateur,
it did give him some experience
in the biggest amateur championship in the world — something he
can take with him as he eventually prepares to qualify for future
U.S. Amateur Championships,
including the 2027 U.S. Amateur,
which will be hosted by Rochester's Oak Hill Country Club. x

JAMES MATTHEY

This Tiger cub is starting to roar.
Charlie Woods, the son of
golf legend Tiger Woods, has
picked up a thing or two from
his famous father, destroying his
competitors in a junior golf tournament recently.
Playing at Hammock Creek,
Florida, earlier this month,
11-year-old Charlie blitzed the
rest of the field to finish atop the
leaderboard a lazy five shots clear

Tiger celebrated his 2019 Masters
win with Charlie and the rest of his
family. (Getty Images)

of his nearest rival.
In an event sanctioned by US
Kids Golf as part of the South
Florida Tour, Charlie shot a
three-under 33 across nine holes,
proving talent runs in the family.
Charlie’s swing would put plenty of adults to shame — something we learned after footage
emerged of Woods caddying for
his son at an event in Florida
back in January.
The 15-time major champion — who has been plagued by
injury in recent years — likes
what he sees from his offspring
on the course, telling GolfTV last
month Charlie’s education is on
the right path.
“He’s starting to get into it,”
Woods said. “He’s starting to
understand how to play. He’s
asking me the right questions.
“I’ve kept it competitive with
his par, so it’s been just an absolute blast to go out there and
just, you know, be with him. It
reminds me so much of me and
my dad growing up.
“I wish I had his move.
“I analyze his swing all the time.
I wish I could rotate like that and
turn my head like that and do
some of those positions, but those
days are long gone, and I have to
relive them through him.” x
©Fox Sports

Local Holes-In-One

See More On-line at www.golfweekrochester.com
At Geneva Country Club, Dean Askin scored a hole-in-one on the 150-yard third hole.
Joe Bianchi used an 8-iron to ace the 160-yard 10th hole at Ridgemont Country Club.
On the 130-yard fifth hole at Durand Eastman Golf Course, Terry Billitier used an iron to score
a hole-in-one.
Using a 7-iron, John Carbone aced the 172-yard 17th hole at Deerfield Golf & Country Club.
At Deerfield Golf & Country Club, Sebastian Ciccariello used a 6-iron to score a hole-in-one on
the 166-yard 12th hole.
Tim Costello used a pitching wedge to ace the 126-yard fourth hole Oak Hill Country Club’s
West Course.
On the 168-yard 16th hole at Penfield Country Club, Jason Douglas used a 9-iron to score a
hole-in-one.
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Tyler Hockenberger used an 8-iron to ace the 147-yard 18th hole at Brook-Lea Country Club.

Using a 54-degree wedge, Eric Koehler aced the 124-yard sixth hole at Irondequoit Country Club.

ter
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eaf

At Irondequoit Country Club, Paul Hank used a gap wedge to score a hole-in-one on the 124-yard
sixth hole.
On the 146-yard third hole at Sodus Bay Heights Golf Club, Tom Johns used a 6-hybrid club to
score a hole-in-one.

fFil

Lea

Using a 6-iron, Chris Edwards aced the 193-yard 17th hole at Mendon Golf Club.

RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

5% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

Brian Labigan used a 9-wood to ace the 145-yard 17th hole at Twin Hills Golf Club.
On the 122-yard seventh hole at Mendon Golf Club, Tim Lexvold used an 8-iron to score a holein-one.
Using a 7-wood, Kevin McGuire aced the 195-yard 18th hole at Midvale Country Club.
At Shadow Lake Golf & Country Club, Lydia Neyland used a 7-wood to score a hole-in-one on
the 123-yard ninth hole.
James Norman used a 7-iron to ace the 152-yard fourth hole of Lima Country Club’s Charleston
Pines Course.

PLUS!

THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL

At Clifton Springs Country Club, Brian Kolb used a 5-hybrid club to score a hole-in-one on the
170-yard seventh hole.

FINANCING
THAT FITS 1
YOUR BUDGET!
Subject to credit
approval.
Call for details.

1

On the 114-yard fifth hole at Timber Ridge Golf Club, Dan Palka used a pitching wedge to score
a hole-in-one.
Using a pitching wedge, Mike Rogers aced the 130-yard fourth hole at Stafford Country Club.  
At Canandaigua Country Club, Ron Pluta scored a hole-in-one on the 11th hole.
Tim ‘Bullet’ Spina used a 7-iron to ace the 170-yard 12th hole at Terry Hills Golf Club.

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License#
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration#
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

On the 123-yard third hole at Shadow Lake Golf & Country Club, Linda Wiltsie used a 7-iron to
score a hole-in-one.
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Adding Distance Off the Tee Like
Cameron Champ Will Help Your Golf Game
terms, he hits it a long way.
You’re probably thinking, ‘It’s
great that Champ can hit the ball
so far, but how does that help
me?’ Well, PGA Coach Brian
Phelps has some advice on how
you can add distance to your
game and start shooting lower
scores.

Balance is a Key to Power

Cameron Champ fn the United States plays a shot from the 12th
tee during the third round of the 2020 PGA Championship at TPC
Harding Park on August 08, in San Francisco, California. (Christian

Petersen, PGA of America)

by

BRIAN PHELPS

As we sat and watched the end
of an amazing PGA Championship, it was no surprise to see
names on the leaderboard like
Matt Wolff, Bryson Dechambeau, Dustin Johnson, and Cameron Champ.

The next generation of golfers
are here and there is no debate
if they are athletes anymore. If
you have not heard of Cameron
Champ, he is a 25-year old phenom that has a 129 MPH Club
Head Speed with a 192 MPH Ball
Speed — to put that in simpler

It is so fun to watch Cameron Champ’s swing. From his
tempo to his effortless power,
his elegant finish is always in
balance. There is no doubt that
his ability to generate speed is
key to his power, but that power
would mean nothing without
the consistency and that comes
from his balance. As I watch
amateur golfers who are on
the quest to hit the ball farther,
the first step should be to start
hitting the center of the club
face. A great way to monitor
your progress is to purchase Dr.
Scholl’s powder foot spray at
any local grocery store or drug
store. By spraying the powder
on the face of your driver you

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
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Jordan Spieth hits from the bunker on the 13th hole during the second
round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at TPC Harding Park
Friday, Aug. 7, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

make the cut but then carded just
two birdies and an eagle over his
final 36 holes. Sunday’s round,
a 1-over 71, included just one
birdie and left Spieth in a tie for
72nd out of 77 players.
“I feel like I improved off of
last week, it’s just not really
showing itself right now,” Spieth said. “It’s one of those, like,
I wouldn’t be surprised if I’m in
the same place next week, and
I wouldn’t be surprised having a
chance to win. Like, I’m a little
uncertain. It feels pretty good.
Not great, but good enough to
be able to compete.”
Spieth will head to The
Northern Trust in need of a
big result to extend his season
beyond the playoff opener.
After starting the week 94th
in points, he’s projected to
drop to 98th with only the top
70 after next week advancing
to the BMW Championship.
Spieth has a strong record at

Get Fit by a Professional

Okay I will be honest the first
two options that I just gave you
are hard work. Lucky for you
Practice Power
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can easily track your shot patterns and will see an immediate
increase in ball speed.

TPC Boston, including a runner-up in 2017 and T-4 finish
in 2013, and might need a
similar result to keep his playoff hopes alive.
After ranking 74th this week
in strokes gained: putting, losing
nearly 4 shots to the field, he’s
aware that he’ll need to turn
things around quickly on the
greens.
“The hole’s got to start looking bigger,” Spieth said. “If I
make a couple putts early in
Thursday’s round next week,
that’s normally all it takes to kind
of get that confidence back.”
Last year, Spieth suffered a
shocking collapse at Sedgefield,
going from in contention to the
wrong side of the 54-hole cut
with a third-round 77. He admitted that “there was so much
fear” over shots at this event a
year ago and that he was still
battling through “a lot of scar
tissue” amid a lean season.
There may have been fewer

birdies on the card this time
around, but Spieth expressed
added stability with his long
game this week and found reason to be optimistic heading into
a crucial start.
“I’ll keep trucking, I’ll keep
working hard, and, you know,
if it doesn’t go well next week,
then I’m actually probably going
to be in a good enough place to
feel like I can start out really, really strong in the 2021 season,”
Spieth said. “I’ll plan on playing
a lot of golf (in the fall). We’ll see.
Obviously there’s a U.S. Open
in there, you’ve got a Masters in
November and potentially a lot
of really good golf tournaments
in the States, which is just easier
to travel, easier to commit early
to and build a plan for.” x
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Corporate Law COMMERCIAL LENDING
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
Real Estate Development

Aviation

TAXATION
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Real Estate MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS
Executive Compensation 585.672.5000

© Golf Channel

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who sto

Page 6 • Rochester GOLF WEEK • Monday, August 17, 2020

Motocaddy
ing a caddie,” says Neil Parker, and enjoyment.
Motocaddy’s International Sales
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guy with an electric trolley,”
says Neil Parker, Motocaddy’s
International Sales Manager.
“That 26-year-old club champion would never have used an
electric cart 10 years ago but
now it’s a must-have accessory.
The most important thing to him
is performance. He’s fresher at
the end of a round.”Fax/Email: @
Advertiser • Size • Date • Designer
It’s all about performance,
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health and enjoyment. A fivemile hike is good for both body
and soul. If you’re not carrying
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popular with women golfers —
even more so than with men.
There’s no reason why that can’t
translate to the U.S. as well.”
“Our research shows 60 percent of the golfers at courses that
do allow walking would like the
opportunity to walk,” says Motocaddy Marketing Manager Oliver Churcher. “There are some
courses with massive distances
between tees and greens so the
electric trolley isn’t going to be
popular there. But there are
plenty of other courses where
golfers are already walking, and
is the
definitely
best
way
“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man whothis
stops
clock tothe
save
time.”
for them to get around the golf
course.”
(Continued from Page 1)

America wanting to hold their
hands. Motocaddy may not have
teenaged girls screaming in the
streets but the company believes
its 15 years of product development and innovation have it
ready for a new British Invasion.
The question is: Are you?
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Suite 265 Pittsford
416-4100
adrian@morgensterninsurance.com

Price, of course, is the
500,000-unit question. You can
pay four to 10 times more for
an electric cart than a standard
pushcart.
“In the U.K., they’re generally
bought by avid golfers, not by
people who play golf twice a
year,” says Parker. “That’s a
guy or lady who plays maybe

75 to 100 rounds a year and
who’ll be using it for at least five
years. What does that work out
per round?”
The old Cost-Per-Use Scale
Close is a legendary sales technique. But there is some validity
to the thought process if you can
stomach the initial outlay. Motocaddy’s entry-level S1 retails
for $899. If you play only 50
rounds a year, that breaks down
to $3.60 (plus tax) per round over
five years. Motocaddy’s high-end
models — the M7 Remote and
M5 GPS — retail for $1,499
and $1,299 respectively. Those
break down to $5.99 and $5.19
per round.
You’ll pay more for riding a
cart.
“It’s really not that much
money to basically have a caddie carrying your equipment
while you walk the course,”
says Parker. “You’ll have more
fun, be fresher on the 18th tee
and you’ll have fewer aches and
pains from carrying or pushing
your clubs.”
If you can’t stomach the cash
outlay, you can expect rentals
fleets of Motocaddy electric carts

at various U.S. golf courses.
“If you rent an M5 GPS [a fully
functional GPS unit is built into
the cart itself], we’re hoping that
will sway some golfers,” says
Helas. “It won’t sway everyone,
we know that.”
“Our surveys show 34 percent of the golfers say they’d be
interested in buying an electric
trolley,” says Churcher. “Another 41 percent say they’d be
interested in renting one. That’s
a lot of interest in the product
without us having done much
education.”

Can’t Buy Me Love

Sure, the price will turn a lot
of golfers off. To that end, Motocaddy electric carts are available at several price points. The
company offers a selection of
standard pushcarts, as well.
“We sell a large volume of
pushcarts and we have a wide
range of golf bags,” says Churcher. “We’ve actually been the
U.K.’s top-selling cart bag brand
for 10 years now, outselling the
likes of Callaway, Titleist, TaylorMade and PING.”
Motocaddy

— PAGE 12
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Stacy Lewis Wins Ladies Scottish Open in 4-way Playoff
(AP) — Stacy Lewis won the
Ladies Scottish Open with a 23foot birdie putt on the first hole
of a playoff Sunday, giving the
American her first title in nearly
three years and a confidence
boost ahead of the Women’s
British Open.
The 35-year-old Lewis took a
swig of champagne beside the
18th green after fending off Azahara Munoz, Cheyenne Knight
and Emily Kristine Pedersen for
her 13th LPGA Tour victory —
and first since the birth to daughter Chesnee in October 2018.
“I have been trying to get a
trophy from the day she was
born. That’s been my goal,”
Lewis said. “I just called them,
got to FaceTime with them. My

Stacey Lewis of USA takes a selfie at the 18th green as she wins the Aberdeen
Standard
Investments
Ladies
Monroe
Extinguisher
• 2x5 • 120215
• SH
Scottish Open at The Renaissance Club on August 16 in North Berwick, Scotland. (Mark Runnacles/Getty Images)

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

came up in a rather unflattering
light as a result.
“Usually that’s a good stat, you
know, with Brooks. He’s usually
at the top,” Herman said. “You
hate those stats. Everybody, we
all read what is written about us.
It gets to us. Yeah, you don’t like
that you were the high man on
Sunday at a major. It was pretty
depressing. I played terribly.”
Of course, Herman gained
entry into both the Sentry and
PGA by virtue of his win last
year at the Barbasol Championship, a victory that itself came
out of nowhere and was preceded by 12 missed cuts in 14
starts. Even his watershed win at
the 2016 Houston Open, where
he held off Henrik Stenson to
grab an 11th-hour Masters bid,
was preceded by three out of five
missed cuts.
It was a similar story this week
at Sedgefield Country Club,
where Herman was a 500-to-1
longshot following his “terrible”

close in San Francisco. He still
wasn’t generating any discussion
after two rounds, teeing off in
the first group of a split-tee start
on Saturday. But what followed
was a heater the likes of which
most pros can only dream of, as
Herman fired a 61 to get into
contention and followed it up
with a 63 to edge Billy Horschel
by a shot.
One week after bottoming out,
Herman got back into the winner’s circle for the third time in
his career. And he did it by playing his final 36 holes in 16 under
par, equaling the lowest-ever
weekend score by a winner in
Tour history.
“You knew you had to go
low. It wasn’t going to be, 4
or 5 (under) wasn’t going to be
enough for me,” he said. “I knew
it was going to have to be 6, 7,
8 (under), somewhere around
there to have a chance.”
The win also extends Herman’s season at the last possible
moment. He entered the week

no surprise that he already has
three PGA Tour wins. One area
I would encourage the average
weekend warrior to pay close
attention to is Collin’s balance.
His head stays relatively stable,
and he is able to load up into the
right hip. He doesn’t sway off
the golf ball, but instead rotates
around the trail hip, keeping his
weight on the inside of his right
leg. This allows him to start the
transition with such raw power,
that he simply bows his lead
wrist at the top and uses his big
muscles to turn down through
the golf ball.
Another key factor in his
swing is how long he keeps his
chest over the golf ball. Morikawa is able to compress the golf
ball and his trail shoulder brings
him out of his swing, reducing the likelihood that he would
“spin out” or open his shoulders
to the target too soon. When he

— PAGE 12
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for a player who missed 11 of
19 cuts this season.
At age 42, Herman knows
he’s fighting an uphill battle.
Players he faces each week are
younger, stronger and longer.
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husband said she was hitting the
TV screen with her plastic golf
clubs when I made that putt. So
it’s just pretty cool. I can’t wait
to get home with them in a week
or so and celebrate.”
Lewis closed with a 1-over 72
to match Munoz (73), Knight
(70) and Pedersen (68) at
5-under 279 at The Renaissance
Club. The Texan won for the
first time since the 2017 Cambia
Portland Classic and won for the
first time in a playoff after dropping her previous three.
“On this golf course, you’re
going to hit good shots and they
are just not going to end up
where you want them to. That’s
links golf.
That’s
this type of
Fax/Email:
tcurtin@monroeextinguish

completes his golf swing, you
can see all the spikes on his trail
foot, showing the viewers that all
his weight has transferred to the
front side.
Here are some drills to
improve your balance and
play like a champion.
First, take your golf stance
and place your lead leg (left leg
for right-handed golfers) behind
you on its tippy-toe. This will put
all your weight onto your trail
leg. Now, make a backswing.
Are you losing your balance? If
not, you are making a turn like
Collin, and successfully loading
up onto your trail leg. Doing this
simple exercise 10 to 20 times
a day significantly improves your
balance and will yield longer,
straighter golf shots.
A second drill to help you with
your balance is a very simple
move at the end of your golf
swing. Can you lift your trail
foot? Can your playing part-
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GOLF opinion & comment
Brooks Koepka, Bryson DeChambeau
Remain U.S. Open Betting Co-Favorites

by

WILL GRAY

With a thrilling finish to the
PGA Championship officially in
the books, it’s time to shift the
major spotlight back east.
Winged Foot will host the rescheduled U.S. Open in a little more than a month, as the
all-exempt field continues to take
shape. It’ll be the sixth time the
New York course hosts the U.S.
Open, and the first since 2006.
While Brooks Koepka couldn’t
back up his talk during the final
round at TPC Harding Park, he
remains one of the betting co-favorites for next month alongside
Bryson DeChambeau according
to oddsmakers at the Westgate

Las Vegas SuperBook. Koepka
went back-to-back at the U.S.
Open in 2017 and 2018 before
finishing second last year at Pebble Beach, while DeChambeau’s
T-4 finish Sunday was his first
top-10 result in a major.
Fresh off his breakthrough win
at Harding Park, Collin Morikawa saw his odds drop from 30/1
to 20/1 as he joined the short
list of pre-tournament favorites.
Tiger Woods’ odds have gone
the other way, drifting from
20/1 to 30/1, while Phil Mickelson is listed at 150/1 to complete the final leg of the career
Grand Slam on a course where
he let it get away 14 years ago.

Here’s a look at some of the
other notable odds, with the
opening round just 38 days
away:
12/1: Brooks Koepka, Bryson
DeChambeau
16/1: Justin Thomas, Jon
Rahm, Rory McIlroy, Dustin
Johnson
20/1: Collin Morikawa, Xander Schauffele
25/1: Patrick Cantlay
30/1: Tiger Woods, Webb
Simpson, Jason Day, Tony
Finau, Justin Rose, Tommy
Fleetwood
40/1: Daniel Berger, Hideki
Matsuyama, Patrick Reed, Adam
Scott
50/1: Rickie Fowler, Gary
Woodland, Viktor Hovland
60/1: Abraham Ancer, Jordan Spieth, Matthew Fitzpatrick,
Matthew Wolff, Paul Casey, Tyrrell Hatton
80/1: Scottie Scheffler, Sungjae Im
100/1: Marc Leishman, Louis
Oosthuizen, Matt Kuchar, Shane
Lowry, Sergio Garcia, Henrik
Stenson, Brendon Todd, Cameron Champ
©Golf Channel

• • •

Club Pros at
PGA See COVIDRelated Surge in
Golf Back Home
by

EDDIE PELLS

(AP) — As one of the 20 club
pros making a start at the PGA
Championship this week, Rob
Labritz finds himself in possession of one of the most coveted
tee times in golf.
Getting on the tee sheet back
at his home course isn’t so easy
these days, either.
Labritz is the director of golf
at the exclusive Glenarbor Golf
Club in Westchester County, New
York. It has always been the kind
of place where members simply
show up and play — no reservation needed. But with the spike
in play that’s been triggered by
the COVID-19 pandemic, Glenarbor is presently taking tee
times to lend a sense of order to
an increasingly crowded course.
“I’m seeing members I haven’t
seen in 10 or 12 years,” Labritz
said.
It’s the same story seemingly
everywhere in America, from
local munis to posh country clubs

to places like Harding Park in
San Francisco, this week’s host
of the PGA, which is open to
the public (except for this week).
Golf has emerged as one of
the handful of relatively safe,
outdoor activities that can be enjoyed despite the coronavirus, so
long as the players wear masks
inside the clubhouse, keep their
distance on the course, keep the
flagstick in, and remember to
forgo the celebratory high fives
and post-round handshakes.
Rounds played across the country in May were up 6% over May
2019, according to the National Golf Foundation. Rounds in
June were up nearly 14%. The
widespread closure of courses in
March and April caused a staggering $1 billion loss in golf revenue
(not counting retail and restaurant
business), according to NGF. But if
the current trends continue, 2020
could end up producing about 2%
more rounds played than 2019 —
a stat made more impressive because most warm-weather courses lost more than two months of
play when the pandemic first hit.
“Awesome for me,” is how
Labritz describes it. “I have a
Golf Opinion & Comment
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The19th Hole . . . News, Notes & Quotes From the World of Golf
Big Sunday PGA Championship Wager on
Collin Morikawa Earns a Bettor $44,000
by

FRANK SCHWAB

Going into Sunday’s final
round of the PGA Championship, Collin Morikawa was just
one of many golfers trailing in a
crowded field full of recognizable
names.
But Morikawa had a fantastic final round to win his first
major, and one bettor at BetMGM cashed in big.
According to Scott Ghertner,
executive director of public relations with entertainment and
sports at MGM, the most notable
bet made on the PGA Championship was before the final
round on Morikawa. A $4,000
wager came in at 11-to-1 odds,
paying out $44,000 when
Morikawa shot a blistering 6-under-par 64 on the final round to
win. That’s a memorable Sunday
for Morikawa and the bettor
who was confident in him heading into the final round. That
was the largest payout BetMGM
made on the tournament.
Morikawa was in just his second career major, yet he got a
good amount of action. He was
33-to-1 to win before play started last Thursday.
Collin Morikawa was one of

Collin Morikawa reacts as the top of the Wanamaker Trophy falls after
winning the PGA Championship. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)

BetMGM’s biggest liabilities
Ghertner said BetMGM had
big liabilities on three golfers:
Tiger Woods, Li Haotong and
Morikawa.
The always popular Woods
was out of contention by Sunday, but Haotong and Morikawa
could have won with big final
rounds.
Haotong shot a 1-under-par
69 and finished tied for 17th.
Morikawa was a problem for
BetMGM though. He kept making big shots down the stretch.

When he had a great drive on
the par-4 16th hole and made
eagle, he was suddenly the favorite to win. He breezed past
Dustin Johnson, Paul Caseyand
Bryson DeChambeau among
others to win the tournament by
two strokes.
Morikawa’s odds dipped significantly for the U.S. Open
in September. He is 20-to-1,
the eighth-best odds in the
field. And if the U.S. Open is
anything like last week’s PGA
Championship, there will be a

lot of bets coming in.
PGA Championship did huge
numbers at BetMGM
The PGA Championship was
the first major of the year due to
coronavirus postponements and
cancellations, and the buildup
was apparent in MGM’s handle.
Ghertner said BetMGM set
records for action on the PGA
Championship and MGM believed it might have been the
most money bet on any PGA
event ever. The U.S. Open and
The Masters should have huge
amount of action too.
Golf majors are back and that
paid off handsomely for at least
one bettor who had faith in
Morikawa.
©Yahoo!
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Audubon
International
Announces
Milestone for
Monarchs in the
Rough Initiative.

Audubon International’s Monarchs in the Rough initiative
has reached a milestone on golf

courses. The organization announced over 700 golf properties have committed 1,020
acres to planting milkweed that
monarchs need to survive.
By developing a unique partnership of golf course superintendents, golf management companies, Environmental Defense
Fund, Monarch Joint Venture
and the United States Golf Association, Audubon International
moved the golf industry to a
leadership position in the efforts
to save pollinators and, specifically, the monarch butterfly and
its legendary annual migration
across North America.
Milkweed is the only plant that
monarch caterpillars eat, which
make it critical to the butterfly’s
life cycle. Monarch butterflies, as
well as many other pollinators,
also feed on the nectar of milkweed flowers.
Many golf superintendents
are already receiving positive
feedback on their efforts from
golfers, board of directors and
course owners.
Leveraging a $150,000 grant
from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Audubon Inter19th Hole
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GOLF business
U.S. Women’s Open Site Champions
Golf Club Swiftly Renovating Bunkers
by

HAL PHILLIPS

When Champions Golf Club
was awarded the 2020 U.S.
Women’s Open, no one thought
it would be played in December.
But with COVID-19 affecting
sports calendars across the globe,
the club found itself in the unique
position of hosting a U.S. Women’s Open Championship two
weeks ahead of Christmas — and
preparing to do so on two golf
courses to accommodate the
lack of daylight.
Enter Jackrabbit, the second
course at Champions, which
will play co-host to the Cypress
Creek Course during the first
two rounds of the tournament.
As part of the preparation
work, course contractor Heritage Links, the architects at
Beau Welling Design and club
director of agronomy Chris
Ortmeier are busy renovating
the bunkers on the Jackrabbit
Course to ensure a successful championship. Founded by
golf stars Jackie Burke Jr. and
Jimmy Demaret, Champions
has hosted numerous big events
on Cypress Creek, including
the 1967 Ryder Cup and 1969
U.S. Open.
“When the Open was rescheduled for December, there was
concern about the limited amount
of daylight that time of year —
that it might be difficult to get a
full, pre-cut field around a single
course on Thursday and Friday,

Champions Golf Club is renovating bunkers on its Jackrabbit Course in preparation for the U.S. Women’s
Open in December. (Courtesy of Heritage Links)

especially if there’s weather,”
says Jon O’Donnell, president of
Houston-based Heritage Links, a
division of Lexicon, Inc. “Champions has an excellent second
18, the Jackrabbit. No one had
anticipated it being thrust into this
major championship role — not
prior to the rescheduling. But
we’re thrilled to be working with
Beau and Chris to renovate all
the bunkers on the Jackrabbit
Course and make sure it’s thoroughly Open ready.”
The Jackrabbit Course, an
original George Fazio design,
was completely renovated by architect Tom Fazio in 2001. One
of the young architects on the
project was Shane Robichaud,

today a senior vice president
at Beau Welling Design. The
contractor on that job nearly 20
years ago: Heritage Links.
“I’ll admit to a real soft spot
for the Jackrabbit Course,”
O’Donnell says. “That was our
very first renovation job, as
a company, here in the U.S.
We’re honored to be part of
the team getting it ready for the
Women’s Open. And shoot, it’s
basically right across the street
from our headquarters here in
Houston.”
“Shane and I have enjoyed
a relationship with the Burkes
and the team at Champions
for more than 20 years,” adds
Beau Welling, BWD founder

and president. “We were happy
to help out with this expedited project. We were already
working in Texas with Heritage
on another project [The new
PGA of America development
in Frisco]. So, we have easily
been able to provide some guidance on the bunker restoration,
which has gone very well. The
visual drama of the golf course
is back.”
In 2019, Heritage renovated
Southern Hills Country Club in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, in preparation for the 2030 PGA Championship (and the 2021 Senior
PGA). The firm built Chambers
Bay in Tacoma, Washington,
site of the 2017 U.S. Open,

renovated Liberty National
ahead of the recent President’s
Cup, and prepped both Dove
Mountain and Doral ahead of
their respective World Golf
Championship engagements.
“Once we learned of the USGA’s intentions to use both
golf courses, the plans evolved
quickly, from just pulling old
sand and rebuilding the bunkers
in place (with new liners and
drainage), to something more
forward-looking,” Heritage vice
president of strategic planning
Doug Wright says. “The club
saw this as an opportunity to
aesthetically enhance the bunkers, which really had not been
touched since 2001.”
Even with all the issues relating to the pandemic, the project
has gone smoothly. And the
bunkers are scheduled to be
completely ready for member
play in September.
“Our clear, no. 1 goal was
to improve playability for the
championship in December,”
Wright says. “That means premium sand, new liners and a
overall playability that is equal
to what players will experience
on the Cypress Creek Course.
With the field of competitors utilizing each course Thursday and
Friday, that was a prerequisite.”
But the club also called on
BWD and Heritage to create
a consistent aesthetic for the
Golf Business
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Zach Johnson, Normal Guy from
Iowa, Wins Payne Stewart Award
by

“normal guy from Cedar Rapids,
Iowa” when he won the Masters.
His 12 victories on the PGA
Tour include the 2015 British
Open, making him one of only
six players to win at Augusta
National and St. Andrews.
The award began in 2000
after Stewart, a three-time major
champion, perished in a freak
plane accident on the way to the
Tour Championship. As it enters
its second decade, the award
now is regarded as the most
prestigious on the PGA Tour.
Byron Nelson, Arnold Palmer
and Jack Nicklaus shared the
award the first year. Since then,
past winners include Haas and
Steve Stricker, Jim Furyk and
Ernie Els, Davis Love III and
Nick Price. It goes to the player

DOUG FERGUSON

Zach Johnson had quick success after a long road to the
PGA Tour. He won as a rookie
and reached the Tour Championship in Atlanta, where one of
the perks was attending a ceremony to watch Jay Haas accept
the Payne Stewart Award.
He remembers it being powerful, inspiring, motivating.
It brought Johnson to tears 16
years later when he was selected
Wednesday to receive the Payne
Stewart Award.
“It makes everything I’ve done
on and off the golf course worth
it,” Johnson said. “It makes everything whole and complete.”
Few others got more out of
their game than Johnson, who
famously described himself as a
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who best exemplifies Stewart’s
value of character, charity and
sportsmanship.
Johnson, 44, is the first winner who has never met Stewart,
which was bound to happen
over time. Stewart died five
years before Johnson’s rookie
year. Even so, Stewart was one
of his idols. For years, when
asked for his dream foursome,
Johnson mentioned his father,
Ben Hogan and Stewart.
“I always liked his golf swing.
In the most difficult of situations,
his best game came out,” Johnson said. “I love how he changed
his life. He was a prankster. He
was a character. But he lived his
faith, and I greatly admire that.”
Johnson met Stewart’s wife,
Tracey, and children Chelsea
and Aaron, before he made it to
the PGA Tour. He was living in
Orlando, Florida, and Johnson
and his wife went to a Payne and
Tracey Foundation event. Johnson later used the same financial
advisers for his charity work.
But when he saw them most
recently, there was momentary
confusion.
Johnson was out of town at a
family gathering when his agent
told him he had two remote
conferences on his schedule.
Johnson figured it was about
the Ryder Cup (he is an assistant
captain). Johnson was trying to
get logged on for the calls when
his wife, Kim, came into the
bedroom and said she needed
a break.
Only later did he realize she
was there to film him.
“I get on and it’s kind of fuzzy,
and I can see smiles and I was
like, ’I recognize him,” Johnson
said of seeing Aaron Stewart.
“And then I see Chelsea Stewart
and thought, ‘Is she still with the
PGA Tour?’”
Chelsea Stewart previously
worked in a corporate marketing
capacity at the tour. Then, he
heard a voice say, “Tracey, can

Zach Johnson of the United States walks on the 11th green during the
final round of the Wyndham Championship at Sedgefield Country Club
on August 16, 2020 in Greensboro, North Carolina. (Chris Keane/Getty Images)

you hear us?”
And that’s when it hit him.
“I started crying,” Johnson
said. “My wife recorded it. She
knew it was a big deal. She knew
how big of a deal it is to me. I
love what the award represents.
I love the fact the PGA Tour is
honoring Payne and his legacy.
... What it did for me was it highlighted the fact I’ve been around
great people, whether it’s sponsors, my foundation board, the
guys who started me (financially),
my family. I’m so fortunate to be
around good people.”
Johnson needed a group of
investors just to keep alive his
dream of playing golf when
he graduated from Drake. He
played mini-tours on any tour he
could find, piling up mileage on
a Dodge Intrepid. A good year
meant he had money leftover to
pay back his investors, which he
did five out of six years traveling

GOLFbusiness
Jackrabbit’s 47 bunkers, along
with improved design characteristics that addressed maintenance issues and playability for
its members.
“We needed to reestablish
some consistency along the
edges,” Ortmeier says. “Nothing
radical in terms of change. Over
the last several years, large rain
events have washed out some of
the steeper faces compromising
the stability of the grass edges.
In addition, many of the bunkers
had actually shrunk in size due
to the encroachment of the surrounding bermudagrass. As with
any course over two decades,
things change.”
Regarding the aesthetic of the
new bunkers Ortmeier adds,
“Beau and Shane have largely
maintained the high, flashed
look while also creating a 6-inch

the country.
He made it to the Nationwide
Tour and won the money list in
2003. A year later, he won the
BellSouth Classic outside Atlanta, and in 2007 he became a
major champion.
Now he returns to Atlanta for
an award that means just as
much.
PGA Tour Commissioner Jay
Monahan referred to Johnson
as a “fearless underdog” and
a statewide hero in Iowa for
his charitable work in his home
state.
“Zach would say he’s just a
normal guy from Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, but in truth, he has one
of the most compelling stories
on the PGA Tour in the last 25
years,” Monahan said.
Johnson will be honored Sept.
2 during the Tour Championship
in Atlanta. x
©PGA.com
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brow that gives the bunkers a
consistent vertical edge — all
the way around. Nothing bullnosed, but there is a little bit
of grass rolled over before you
hit that vertical edge. Similar to
the previous bunkers, we still
have those long, slow, gracefully curved edges. Maybe there’s
a little more wiggle in there, but
nothing crazy.”
This aesthetic will stand in
purposeful contrast to the largely rolled-grass edges on the
Cypress Creek course. Maintaining distinct styles between
the two tracks was something
Ortmeier and club founder
Jackie Burke were determined
to maintain. The effort started
with Chet Williams’ renovation
of the Cypress in 2018 and
will conclude with this year’s
work on the Jackrabbit. Not

coincidentally, Heritage Links
handled both jobs.
“Mr. Burke doesn’t trust too
many people like he does Jon
O’Donnell,” Ortmeier says.
“That’s a relationship that goes
back a long way — to the Fazio
renovation in 2001, which was
sort of a springboard toward
all the success Heritage has
earned since. Both Jon and
Doug Wright, Mike Webb, our
project manager on this job,
and every Heritage employee
I’ve ever interacted with has
been top notch. You have to
evaluate other contractors and
conduct a formal bid process for
any renovation job, but we really do appreciate the ability of
Heritage to step up and deliver
a really good product. And they
are just across the street.” x
©Golf Course Industry
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passion for getting people
hooked on the game so they
can play it. I love seeing it boom.
I love seeing members’ kids who
are 10 years older than when I
last saw them, and getting them
back into it.”
This week’s PGA, now taking
place in the second weekend of
August instead of the third weekend of May, marks that unique
spot on the golf calendar where
touring pros mingle with the
guys who work the pro shops
and help keep the sport running
at the club level. For most of
these 20 players, life is different
these days — more daily players on the course, not as many
outside tournaments and a slow
return to normal inside the pro
shop, many of which had been
shuttered through the spring.
“For a while there, I was basically doing curbside service,”

The19th

said Jason Caron, the head pro
at the Mill River Club on the
Gold Coast of Long Island. “If
someone said they need a dozen
balls and a hat, I’d basically go in
and bring it out to them.”
While so much of the American economy is hurting, golf is
seeing a COVID-19-related resurgence that has reversed what
had been a slow, steady decline.
In 2005, when Tiger Woods
was in his prime and the economy was humming, there were
around 30 million golfers in the
U.S., according to NGF. That
number dropped to about 26.1
million in 2010, the start of the
recovery from the Great Recession. In 2018, that number was
down to 24 million. An average
of around 200 golf courses per
year are closing, a number that
far outstrips the number being
built by land developers who put

Hole

(Adobe Stock)

national offers regionally appropriate seed mixes in key areas,
along with technical assistance
to superintendents and others in
golf operations in creating, protecting, and maintaining milkweed and other native plantings.
The organization is also tracking
the success of the plantings from
site preparation through full establishment.
“Audubon International is
proud to be leading this exciting and unique Monarchs in
the Rough partnership. We’re
already seeing positive results
from the plantings and interest in
the program continues to grow,”
Audubon International conservation initiatives director Marcus
Gray said. “Our thanks go out to
all Monarchs in the Rough sponsors, supporters and friends who
have helped it grow so quickly,
but, most particularly, to the golf
course superintendents, without
whose efforts this success could
not have happened.”
The goal-topping acre came
with the registration of Lockhart State Park Golf Course in
Texas. When asked about the
reasons for joining Monarchs in
the Rough, Austin Vieh, park
superintendent, said, “Part of
the mission of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department is to
conserve the natural resources
of Texas. Lockhart State Park
is lucky enough to have areas
that could serve as valuable
monarch habitat, so we wanted
to do our part in conserving

...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

up houses around new courses
by the thousands in the 1990s
and early 2000s.
In more recent years, a game
that Woods helped bring to a
huge new audience was increasingly being thought of as too
time-consuming, too expensive,
too difficult and, in many cases,
too shuttered off from minorities
and kids.
But this spring, as America shut down its malls, gyms,
restaurants, movie theaters and
even its office buildings, golf
started getting a fresh look from
people who hadn’t thought
about it in years.
“A lot of people look around
and say, ‘there’s nothing else
to do, might as well dust off the
clubs and let’s go play golf,”’
Caron said. “They’re outside,
they’re with their friends. They
can still have a beer afterward,

outside on the patio.”
This week, Caron and his 19
compatriots are leaving the tee
times and the golf shop to the
rest of the staff so they could
make the trip to San Francisco
for the first major of 2020 — a
trip most club pros can only
dream of.
With the normal qualifying
tournament scrubbed due to the
virus, the PGA chose the top 20
on its 2019 Player of the Year
list for the trip to San Francisco. For Caron, who spent time
on the PGA Tour in the early
2000s, this marks a back-toback trip to the major. He’s
preparing for quite a different
experience from his debut, at
Bethpage Black last year: No
fans. Lots of masks. Lots of
hand washing and social distancing.
“I think it’s going to take out

some of the nerves,” Caron
said. “Not playing in front of
people, it’ll feel more like playing in your three-ball game with
two other guys back at home.”
Not to worry. When he returns to New York, he’ll see
people. Plenty of them. At Mill
River these days, it’s nonstop
tee times from 7 a.m. to noon
on Saturdays. Weekdays are
busier, too, as people who haven’t returned to their offices in
the city sneak out for “Emergency Nines” and such. Same thing
at Glenarbor, where Labritz
works.
“I just have to be super careful, wash my hands like 27,000
times a day, lots of hand sanitizer,” he said. “And now when
I teach a lesson, I just ask: ‘Are
you healthy? Have you had
COVID?’ It’s all just a sign of
the times.” x

an award-winning education
and certification program that
helps golf courses protect the
environment and preserve the
natural heritage of the game.
The program helps golf course
managers enhance valuable natural areas and wildlife habitats,
improve efficiency and protect
the environment.
The next phase of the work is
to use Monarchs in the Rough
plots as study sites to measure
planting results, butterfly use and
management practice adaptation
in response to the need for lower
inputs required for restored sites.

That’s a hard pill to swallow, but
Oliva Pinto has since done his
best to show there are no hard
feelings.
Hours after elimination, Oliva
Pinto posted a picture of himself
and the caddie, who was assigned to him at the event, on his
Instagram story. The golfer called
the caddie a “good guy” and
“great friend,” saying such an incident could happen to anyone.
Oliva Pinto also apologized for
the situation in another post on
his story.
“I want to apologize to all my
friends and followers,” Oliva
Pinto wrote. “This situation was
out of my control and there was
nothing I could do to prevent it.”
In a subsequent interview with
ESPN on Friday, Oliva Pinto
said he had called the caddie to
discuss the matter:
“He was in tears, heartbroken
about what happened,” Pinto
told ESPN on Friday. “I posted a

picture on my Instagram saying
it’s not his fault, it could happen to anyone. He’s not used
to playing on the big stage in
competitions, so he didn’t know
the rules.”
Oliva Pinto said he was most
concerned with the considerable
exposure the incident received
on social media:
“I told him that if I can forgive
him, everyone can forgive him,
because I felt bad with the social
burden on him with everyone
posting on Twitter and Instagram,” Pinto said.
“My thought was, ‘I want to
leave this place like a man,’ and
I think I did,” Pinto said. “There’s
always something positive about
the negative.”
That’s all reasonable enough
from Oliva Pinto, who also
told ESPN he hopes to face off
against Strafaci in a one-hole
rematch at a later date. x

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

this iconic species.”
Funding is now being sought
to continue assisting superintendents interested in transitioning
areas to native milkweed and
wildflowers as well as those wishing to scale up now that they
have observed how the project
fits into their routine.
As more operations see the
ecological and financial benefits
enjoyed by their peers, the concepts are expected to spread,
growing the habitat network butterflies use on their migration
and for reproduction.
“As a founding partner of
Monarchs in the Rough, EDF is
proud of these accomplishments,
but we’re even more excited for
the next stage of the program
where we can demonstrate economic advantages for golf courses that actively preserve diverse
native habitat,” Environmental
Defense Fund Western strategies
director Daniel Kaiser said.
The USGA has also made
significant contributions to the
program, delivering a $100,00
grant through the USGA Turfgrass Environmental Research
Program in 2018.
“Golf courses can serve as
wildlife sanctuaries when they
are managed properly,” USGA
environmental research director
Cole Thompson said. “Monarchs in the Rough has made
it easier for golf courses to get
involved by establishing and enhancing pollinator habitat that
directly benefits their communities. The USGA has been proud
to champion this project as part
of its ongoing commitment to
sustainability and is excited by
the program’s progress and future goals.”
The USGA has supported the
conservation efforts of Audubon
International since 1991 through
more than $1.5 million of grant
funding. The long-standing relationship includes a $1.3 million
grant toward the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program,
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Golfer Forgives
Caddie Whose
Blunder
Eliminated
Him from U.S.
Amateur: ‘He
Was in Tears’
by

©Yahoo!

JACK BAER

Thursday’s Round of 16 at the
U.S. Amateur saw one of the
most brutal eliminations in the
century-old event’s history, as
Argentinian amateur Segundo
Oliva Pinto was eliminated on
the 18th hole due an inexplicable
error by his caddie.
On the 18th hole, Oliva Pinto
hit a shot into a bunker while
all square with American Tyler
Strafaci. He never got another
shot. Instead, his caddie caused
him to forfeit the hole by jumping into the bunker and touching
the sand, apparently to test the
texture.
That broke Rule 12.2 in the
USGA rulebook, which explicitly
forbids touching the sand in a
bunker before taking a stroke.
That mistake cost Oliva Pinto
the match and a chance to win
golf’s most prestigious amateur
title, as well as an invitation to
three of the next four majors.

Screengrab of Segundo Oliva Pinto’s Instagram story
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Motocaddy
(Continued from Page 6)

Now, you may think anyone willing to spend $1,200
to $1,500 on an electric cart
is a fool on the hill. Motocaddy, however, says its research
shows a ripe and ready U.S.
market, especially for its new
remote-controlled M7.
“More than half the electric
carts sold in the U.S. are remote
control,” says Parker. “Over
here (in the U.K.), it’s nowhere
near that.”
“The M7, it won’t tip over,”
says Helas, citing a common
concern with remote-controlled
carts. “Well, it could tip over if
you go down the north face of
the Eiger. We’ve increased the
wheelbase and there’s a wheel in
the back called an anti-tip wheel
to keep it upright while going
uphill.”
Motocaddy also sees big things
for the M5 GPS model, with a
full-featured GPS built into the
handle.
“The feedback we’ve gotten is
it’s fantastic to have that level of
detail right next to you as you’re
ready to hit the ball,” says Helas.
“It won’t make you hit the shot
any better but you’ll feel better
because you’ll know the shot you
should have played.”
If you have your own GPS,
Motocaddy has an add-on attachment to hold it in place. It
also offers other attachments
and its own free GPS golf app
for both iPhone and Android. All
Motocaddy electric carts feature
an onboard USB charging port.

I Want You
(She’s So Heavy)

There are places an electric
cart makes no sense. Florida,
Texas, or Arizona during the
summer, for instance. Ditto
for resort-type courses where
there’s a mile-and-a-half trek
from the green to the next tee.
“There will be courses in the
U.S. where it’s not going to be
very practical or viable,” says
Parker. “But there are a hell of
a lot more courses where there’s
no reason why you can’t use
one. There are lots of people
already walking, either carrying
or using a pushcart. Those will
be easier to convert.”
“We use them on hilly courses
and in wet, windy, typical English
weather,” adds Helas. “We sell
them all over the world with different humidity and temperatures.
They’re fully tested and that’s why

we’re confident in the product
we’re bringing to the U.S.”
The biggest question any consumer would have about an electric cart is, of course, the battery.
Motocaddy electric carts use a
lithium battery with a five-year
warranty. “We’re confident it
will last a lot longer than that,”
says Helas. “We stand by our
products. We believe it’s a quality kit.”
As mentioned earlier, Motocaddy and PowaKaddy are fierce
competitors, The rivalry does
what you’d expect, pushing both
companies to keep raising the
bar. If the M5 GPS cart had a
rocket launcher, James Bond
might use it.
The M5 does feature a
high-resolution touch-screen
GPS unit built into the handle
with 40,000 courses pre-loaded.
You get standard front, middle
and back distances along with a
drag-and-drop pin position feature. You can also sync it to your
smartphone for emails, calls, and
access to various apps.
The unit also has an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED)
locator to locate the nearest defibrillator in case of an emergency. It also provides CPR instructions in case the worst happens
on the golf course.

Baby, You’re A Rich Man

Card-carrying members of
Torch and Pitchfork Nation will
no doubt scream over the price
of a high-quality electric cart.
But as with anything, a product
is worth what someone is willing
to pay for it. No matter how you
slice it, $900 to $1,500 is a lot
of cabbage (I’ve bought cars for
less) but what’s outrageous to
Bill from Bayonne may be what
the Brits call a “considered purchase” to Tom from Tuscaloosa.
After using a demo unit on the
course, we can share with you
some observations that may help
you decide yea or nay.
First off — with a remote-controlled unit, practice in the backyard first. Getting the hang of it
isn’t hard at all but it’s best to
take a dry run before your first
solo mission. Also, don’t try it in
the hallway between the living
room and bedrooms. It tends to
test the Significant Other’s sense
of humor.
On the open fairway, the M7
Remote is silly easy to operate.
The Plus and Minus buttons on
the remote tell the cart to speed

up or slow down while the Left
and Right arrow buttons do what
you’d expect. It’s very easy to
let it roll out ahead of you and
let it get to your ball. At that
point, simply hit the stop button
and it’ll wait for you. A downside: if your course is a Canada
Goose haven, you won’t be able
to outmaneuver their leave-behinds. Have a brush or something handy to clean the wheels
off before you put the cart back
in your car.
If you like a long walk with a
short club, you can walk to the
green while sending the M7 to
the next tee box or at least close
to it. Otherwise, you’re better off
going manual as you maneuver
around greens and tees.
Since the course wasn’t near
the north face of the Eiger, we
had no tip-overs but the M7
did bounce around over bumps,
exposed tree roots, and other
obstacles. Overall, however, the
little bugger kept right on going
in whatever direction you told it
to go. It was kind of like having
R2D2 as your caddie.
Motocaddy says you can easily get 36 holes on one battery
charge. After our round, the
battery strength had gone down
only slightly so another 18 was
certainly doable. The company
recommends charging the battery back to full after each use,
regardless. As for fatigue, walking without pushing a cart certainly is easier, and if someone
said, “Let’s play two,” I would
have been up for it.
And not for nothing, it was a
hell of a lot of fun to use.
So, what’s the final word on
electric carts?
If you’re a walker, there’s absolutely nothing wrong with a
pushcart. They’re simple, reliable and even a top-of-the-line
model is less expensive than a
good-quality entry-level electric
cart. On the other hand, if you
want to stay strong through 18
or 36, and if you want to feel
better after, an electric cart is
worth considering. And if your
course has rentals available, it’s
virtually a no-brainer.
“At the end of the day, the
trolley has to pull that bag
around the golf course in an efficient way,” says Helas. “That’s
what the golfer wants.”
For more information on Motocaddy electric carts, visit www.
motocaddy.us. x
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Stacy Lewis
(Continued from Page 7)

golf,” Lewis said. “The patience
was tested today. There were
moments there on the back nine
where I wanted to go at pins but
knew I couldn’t. So I really just
tried to wait for my opportunity
and just kept hanging in there.”
After Lewis holed her birdie putt in the playoff, Knight
missed a 10-foot birdie try.
“I’m really happy the way I

hung in there today. The conditions were really tough,” Knight
said. “t’s all a learning experience. I kind of struggled starting
the restart, so I feel really good
about my game.”
Lewis will look to follow up at
Royal Troon next week, when
the first women’s major of a
reshaped golf year takes place.
She is a two-time major winner,
triumphing at the Women’s Brit-

ish Open in 2013.
In light wind on a cloudy day
with the temperature in the
upper 50s, Lewis bogeyed the
par-4 eighth and made a double
bogey on the par-4 11th. She
birdied the par-3 14th, but gave
back the stroke with a bogey on
the par-4 15th. She parred the
final three holes to get into the
playoff, two-putting from 30 feet
on the par-4 18th.

“I was just very much in control and then hit a bad shot on
11 and it leads to double, and
then really hit some good shots
after that,” Lewis. “Made the
birdie on 14. 15 was a mess.
16, I should have gotten up-anddown. 17, I probably should have
made that putt. It was frustrating
that I had my chances, but at the
same time with all the stuff that
went on there in that back nine,

I still had a chance to win the
golf tournament. So I stayed very
positive for me throughout the
day, and just proud of the way I
hung in there.”
Danielle Kang, coming off
consecutive victories in Ohio in
the LPGA Tour’s return, was a
stroke back after a 69. Nanna
Koerstz Madsen also was 4
under after a 65. x
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