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A Safe Return for Golf as Berger 
Wins Colonial in a Playoff

by DOUG FERGUSON
FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 

— Daniel Berger dreamed of 
moments like this, a putt on the 
final hole with everything riding 
on it, and he pulled it off to per-
fection Sunday at Colonial.

What he never imagined is 
how quiet it would be.

No cheers when his 10-foot 
birdie on the final hole gave him 
a share of the lead. No groans 
when Collin Morikawa missed 
a 6-foot birdie putt for the win. 
And more silence on the first 
playoff hole that Berger won 
with a par.

“It was a little different for 
sure, but in the end, I was hold-
ing the trophy,” Berger said. 
“And that’s all that matters to 
me.”

The PGA Tour made a 
healthy and muted return from 
the COVID-19 pandemic at the 

Charles Schwab Challenge, ex-
cept for Morikawa and Xander 
Schauffele having reason to feel 
sick to their stomachs.

One hole after a chance to 
win in regulation, Morikawa hit a 
superb pitch on the 17th hole in 

Daniel Berger poses with the championship trophy after winning the 
Charles Schwab Challenge golf tournament after a playoff round at the 
Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday, June 14, 2020. 
(AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

Oak Hill Country Club is one of 
America’s Great Golf Masterpieces

by BOB DENNEY,  
PGA HISTORIAN

When Oak Hill Country Club 
moved to its current location in 
Pittsford, New York, in 1922, 
the 355-acre barren farmland 
was devoid of trees. Club mem-
bers hired Donald Ross to design 
two courses, the East and West, 
and encouraged retired doctor 
John Ralston Williams to deco-
rate Ross’s design with tens of 
thousands of trees, mostly oak.

Williams, the first physician in 
the country to use insulin in the 
treatment of diabetes, made Oak 
Hill his garden. He once said, “I 
discovered the Almighty was the 
greatest landscape architect of 
all. It was His plan to have oaks 
at Oak Hill.”

Williams reached out to arbor-
ists around the world for help, 
one acorn at a time. There were 
contributions from oaks planted 
by George Washington at Mount 
Vernon, from the Shakespeare 
Oak at Stratford-upon-Avon, 
from Sherwood Forest, the Ce-

dars of Lebanon and from the 
Kew Gardens of England. 

When asked how many trees 
he planted on the property, Wil-
liams said, “I stopped counting 
at 40,000.”

The East Course opened in 
1925 and continues to challenge 
the world’s greatest players. 
Though several architects have 
applied changes over the years 
— including Robert Trent Jones 
Sr and Tom Fazio — Oak Hill 
turned back the clock in 2019 by 
commissioning Andrew Green to 

restore the greens and bunkers 
to Ross specifications. 

In 2023, Oak Hill will host a 
record-tying fourth PGA Cham-
pionship, matching Southern 
Hills Country Club in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. The 2023 Cham-
pionship will be the 14th PGA 
in New York, the most for any 
state.

Oak Hill had had a lasting 
imprint on PGA Championship 
history. Among the moments: 
Jack Nicklaus winning the pen-
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Monday Scramble: Daniel 
Berger Gets Big Win, but 
Big Bryson Steals Show

by WILL GRAY
The PGA Tour returned to 

action in a big way this past 
week, ending a three-month hi-
atus with a dramatic and enter-
taining event at Colonial. From 

Daniel Berger’s breakthrough, to 
Bryson DeChambeau’s weight 
gain, to Jordan Spieth’s dizzying 
ups and downs, we break it all 
down in this week’s edition of 

In the PGA Tour’s first start in three months, Daniel Berger won for the 
first time in three years. But the lasting image from Colonial was one of 
a beefy Bryson.

The Undercover War 
That Swept the Game

by PETER MCCLEERY
Editor’s note: In celebration 

of Golf Digest’s 70th anniver-
sary, we’re revisiting the best 
literature and journalism we’ve 
ever published. 

The National Golf Links 
on New York’s Long Island 
was the first great American 
course to engage in massive 
tree removal, circa 1990. But 
it wasn’t until Oakmont near 

Pittsburgh started a deforesta-
tion program a few years later 
that the movement gained mo-
mentum, and a full-fledged war 
on hardwood was legitimized 
as “good for golf.” By the time 
the U.S. Open was played at 
Oakmont in 2016, the United 
States Golf Association cele-
brated its “20-year restoration 
plan [for removing] more than 

Undercover — PAGE 10
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Mike Sweazy

1 Kirk Stauffer  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PGA Life Member   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34-33--67 9 
2 Jake Northrup  .  .  .  .  .  . The Pennhills Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33-37--70 4  
3 Mike Sweazy  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Wild Wood CC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35-36--71 2  
T4 Cody Endress   .  .  .  .  .  . Brookfield CC   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35-37--72 1  
T4 Mike Touhey  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Downs Golf & Practice Facility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36-35--71 1  
T4 Jimmy Callaghan  .  .  .  . The Kahkwa Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-35--72 1  
T4 Tim Fries   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Glen Oak GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-36--73 1  
T4 Jon Hoecker  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brook-Lea CC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35-37--72 1   
T9 Rob Krajewski  .  .  .  .  .  . Glen Oak GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38-35--73 0  
T9 Tom Keenan  .  .  .  .  .  .  . PGA Life Member   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35-38--73 0  
T11 John Rook   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Conewango Valley CC   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35-38--73 -1 
T11 Scott Jenkins  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lawrence Park GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36-38--74 -1 
T13 Pat Damore .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lakewood Golf Center   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36-38--74 -2 
T13 Michael O’Connor  .  .  . The Kahkwa Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-37--74 -2 
T13 Dwayne Randall  .  .  .  .  . Bartlett CC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35-38--73 -2 
16 Matt Stasiak   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Battistoni Golf Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-37--74 -3 
T17 Tim Falkner .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Crag Burn GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-38--75 -4 
T17 David Wedzik   .  .  .  .  .  . Golf Evolution   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38-38--76 -4 
T17 Anthony Schiro  .  .  .  .  . Glen Oak GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39-37--76 -4 
T17 Matthew Clark  .  .  .  .  .  . Niagara Frontier CC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-39--76 -4 
T21 Anthony Puccio  .  .  .  .  . CC of Buffalo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39-37--76 -5 
T21 Tom Bolduc   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Churchville GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38-38--76 -5 
T23 Dillon Hayes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tan Tara GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40-39--79 -6 
T23 Sean Moffat   .  .  .  .  .  .  . CC of Buffalo  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39-38--77 -6 
T25 Danny Kaye   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Birch Run G .C .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37-41--78 -7 
T25 Ryan Swanson .  .  .  .  .  . Pinehurst G .C .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40-37--77 -7 
27 Jack Widger   .  .  .  .  .  .  . Elkdale CC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38-40--78 -8 
28 Steve Latimer   .  .  .  .  .  . Genesee Valley GC  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41-39--80 -9 
29 Eric Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brookfield CC   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39-42--81 -11

Results of WNYPGA Stableford Championship
The Pennhills Club in Bradford, PA.

WNYPGA Stableford  
Championship, June 8th

Kirk Stauffer, PGA Life Member from 
Bradford, PA, won the WNYPGA Sta-
bleford Championship at The Pennhills 
Club in Bradford PA. Host PGA Profes-
sional, Jake Northrup was second and 
Mike Sweazy, PGA Professional from 
Wild Wood Country Club was third.

A Nerve-Racking Final Round Adds Drama to Golf’s Fan-Free Return
by BILL PENNINGTON

The PGA Tour returned from 
a three-month layoff due to the 
coronavirus pandemic on Thurs-
day. But to golf fans worldwide, 
the true measure, and appeal, of 
a tour event is a taut, nerve-rack-
ing final round.

If the scheduled 18 holes end 
in a tie at the top of the leader 
board that leads to a tenser, 
more jittery playoff, then all the 
better.

On that count, professional 
golf got its wish on Sunday with 
a star-studded leader board that 
included the game’s top players, 
who alternately soared and stum-
bled in what was an entertaining 
close to an eventful week for the 
sport.

The Charles Schwab Chal-
lenge at Colonial Country Club 
in Fort Worth began with the 
148 players in the field success-
fully passing tests for the coro-
navirus. Then, near the begin-

ning of each of the four rounds, 
players, caddies and officials 
at the golf course paused for 
a moment of silence in honor 
of George Floyd, whose death 
in Minneapolis police custody 
has sparked protests worldwide. 
Next, the golfers adapted to a 
new condition of tournament 
play: competition without fans.

In the end, a one-hole playoff 
on Colonial’s 17th hole ended 
with a rising star on the tour, 
Collin Morikawa, 23, missing a 
short par putt that handed the 
championship to Daniel Berger, 
another surging young player 
who has had to overcome seri-
ous, career-threatening injury.

Berger clinched his berth in 
the playoff with a twisting birdie 
putt on the 72nd hole of the 
event. Morikawa could have 
clinched victory on the same 
18th green, but missed a 3-foot 
putt. Berger, 27, whose playoff 
record before Sunday was 0-2, 

commiserated with Morikawa.
“Obviously, I didn’t want to win 

it like that, but sometimes that’s 
just the way golf goes,” said Berg-
er, who now has three tour victo-
ries in his career and four top-10 
finishes in 2020. “To be able to 
come out here and beat so many 
of the best players in the world — 
you look at the field that was out 
here this week and I don’t have 
a stellar playoff record — so to 
show up here this way, I’m very 
proud of myself.”

Morikawa explained afterward 
that he struck the putt on the 
18th hole as he intended, but 
had misread the break of the 
green. Of his missed playoff 
putt, he simply said, “Just not a 
good putt.”

The best players in golf made 
a run at the tournament title on 
Sunday, including Patrick Reed, 
Bubba Watson, Justin Rose, 
Xander Schauffele and Bryson 

DeChambeau, all of whom fin-
ished within two strokes of the 
lead.

The world’s top-ranked player, 
Rory McIlroy, began the day 
with a chance to catch the lead-
ers, but bogeyed the first hole, 
the course’s easiest. Things went 

downhill from there. Playing at 
Colonial for the first time, he 
bogeyed the fourth, fifth and 
ninth holes and double-bogeyed 
the seventh, taking himself out 
of contention early. He finished 
with a four-over-par 74.

“There was so many times today where I could have given it up or let the 
pressure get to me,” Daniel Berger said after winning the Charles Schwab 
Challenge with a par putt on the playoff hole. (Tom Pennington/Getty Images)
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Koepka Raises Notion of Not Playing a Ryder Cup Without Fans

by DOUG FERGUSON
Four-time major champion 

Brooks Koepka feels so strongly 
against a Ryder Cup without 
fans that he could see a scenario 
where some players protested by 
not playing.

Would he be one of them?
“Possibly,” Koepka said 

Wednesday.
Rory McIlroy doesn’t think it 

will come to that. The world’s No. 
1 player has said on various pod-
casts that the Ryder Cup, sched-
uled for Sept. 25-27 at Whistling 
Straits in Wisconsin, should not 
be played if fans can’t attend.

So when asked if he would 
consider not playing if fans 
couldn’t attend, McIlroy replied, 
“I’m pretty sure they won’t carry 
on without spectators, so I don’t 
think that would have to be an 
option that I would have to con-
sider.”

He spoke with conviction and 
said he has been in constant 

conversations with European 
Tour chief Keith Pelley, PGA of 
America officials and PGA Tour 
Commissioner Jay Monahan. 
McIlroy, like Koepka, is a two-
time PGA champion.

“I think there’s enough people 
within the game that don’t want 
the Ryder Cup to happen with-
out fans,” McIlroy said. “That’s 
why I sort of have this conviction 
that it wouldn’t happen if fans 
wouldn’t be allowed. ... So that’s 
why it’s either going to be played 
this year with fans, if we can do 
that, or going to have to figure 
out kicking it down the road to a 
later date.”

Even with so much emphasis 
on the PGA Tour returning amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic this 
week at the Charles Schwab 
Challenge, the Ryder Cup re-
mains part of the conversation.

That includes a change to 
U.S. qualifying because of golf 
being shut down for the last three 

months. Steve Stricker now will 
get six captain’s picks — half of 
his team — and qualifying was 
extended by one week through 
the BMW Championship on 
Aug. 27-30, the second of three 
FedEx Cup playoff events.

That leaves 12 events for 
Americans to earn Ryder Cup 
points, assuming the Ryder Cup 
is held this year. A decision is ex-
pected by the end of the month 
on whether the most vocal golf 
event will proceed with or with-
out fans, or be postponed.

Under the previous system, 
Stricker had four captain’s picks. 
The change bumps Justin Thom-
as (No. 7) and Tiger Woods (No. 
8) out of the last two qualifying 
spots, though only 19 of the 31 
events to earn points have been 
played.

The PGA Tour canceled 11 
events, nine that pertain to the 
Ryder Cup. The John Deere 
Classic has been replaced by 
a one-time event at Muirfield 
Village sponsored by Workday, 
while the Barbasol Champion-
ship would not have counted 
anyway because it is held oppo-
site a major.

Also missing from qualifying 
are three majors. The British 
Open was canceled, while the 
the U.S. Open has moved to the 
week before the Ryder Cup and 
the team already will have been 
set. The Masters will be played 
in November.

“With all the various changes 
to the 2020 schedule, it quickly 
became apparent that we would 
need to amend our selection 
criteria,” Stricker said. “These 
changes were sparked by cir-
cumstance, but conceived with 
integrity in mind. In the end, we 
believe they will allow us to put 
our best team together.”

Koepka raised the possibility 
that it might take more than that 
to field the strongest team. He also 
raised the sticky topic of money 
in making the decision — not for 
him, but the revenue generated 
for the PGA of America and 
European Tour.

“I think there’s a lot more that 
goes into that, why they would 
be playing, personally,” he said. 
“As players, I think we all know 
why they’re playing or why we 
would play.”

Money?
Interviews at Colonial are 

being conducted virtually, and 

the audio and video froze as 
Koepka gave an answer that 
ended with him rubbing thumbs 
and fingers together to mimic 
Johnny Manziel.

“That’s the only reason,” he 
said with a smile. “Give it to 
Johnny Football.”

Koepka later said in a text 
message, “I’m talking the PGA 
wants the money, and does the 
Euro Tour.”

Stricker, meanwhile, held out 
hope the Ryder Cup would have 
an audience, even a smaller one. 
He said his home state of Wis-
consin was starting to open, but 
that only raised more questions.

Would it allow for 50% capac-
ity at Whistling Straits? Would 
the corporate support be as 
strong with companies trying to 
recovery from the pandemic? Is 

a return to golf and other sports 
going to lead to a spike in coro-
navirus cases?

“There’s just so many things 
that are unanswered right now,” 
he said.

Stricker said while having 
some percentage of fans on 
site might satisfy players, he 
had a hard time imagining how 
thousands of fans could practice 
social distancing with only four 
matches on the course at a time.

“But I’ve been talking to the 
players,” Stricker said. “They’re 
a little bit more excited and a 
little keen to the idea of 50% 
capacity of fans. ... We’re plan-
ning every week to be playing 
the Ryder Cup in September. 
Until otherwise, until we hear 
otherwise, we’re still planning 
to play.” x

Brooks Koepka hits out of the sand on the 11th hole bunker during prac-
tice for the Charles Schwab Challenge golf tournament at the Colonial 
Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas, Tuesday, June 9. The Challenge was 
the first PGA tour event since the COVID-19 pandemic began. (Tom Fox/
The Dallas Morning News via AP)

In this June 30, 2019 photo, Steve Stricker tips his hat to fans after 
winning the U.S. Senior Open golf tournament at Notre Dame’s Warren 
Golf Course in South Bend, Ind. Stricker now gets six captain’s picks for 
his U.S. Ryder Cup team, and qualifying has been extended by one week. 
(Michael Caterina/South Bend Tribune via AP, File)

ultimate major of his career by 
seven shots in 1980; Shaun Mi-
cheel striking one of the great-
est clinching shots in 2003, a 
174-yard 7-iron on the 72nd 
hole that left him with a two-
inch, tap-in birdie; Jason Duf-
ner’s second-round 63 in 2013, 
setting the East Course record 
and earning him the first major 
championship of his career. 

In 1995, Oak Hill hosted the 
31st Ryder Cup, which Europe 

captured with a stunning final-day 
comeback, 141/2 to 131/2.

There have been many other 
major and premier champion-
ships at Oak Hill: the 2008 Se-
nior PGA Championship (won 
by Jay Haas); the 1998 U.S. 
Amateur (Hank Kuehne); 1989 
U.S. Open (Curtis Strange); 
1984 U.S. Senior Open (Miller 
Barber); 1968 U.S. Open (Lee 
Trevino); 1956 U.S. Open (Cary 
Middlecoff); and 1949 U.S. Am-
ateur (Charles Coe).

As Ross intended, Oak Hill 
has been a unique test through 
the years. He once said of his 
design standards: “Make each 
hole present a different problem. 
So arrange it that every stroke 
must be made with a full concen-
tration and attention necessary 
to good golf. Build each hole 
in such a manner that it wastes 
none of the ground at any dis-
posal, and take advantage of 
every possibility I can see.” x

© PGA.com

Oak Hill
(Continued from Page 1)
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Welcoming the LGBTQ Community to the Golf Course
by CHARLES DILLAHUNT 

and CHRIS NOBLE
Why is it important to wel-

come the LGBTQ community?
It’s important because for 

years the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexu-
al, Transgender and Questioning 
(LGBTQ) community has been 
cast out of many popular sports 
cultures, evoking emotions of de-
spair and anxiety for community 
members who wanted to engage 
with a new sport.

The golf industry is currently 
studying new ways to further 
their inclusion efforts, with many 
working to engage the historical-
ly unengaged LGBTQ commu-
nity. Pride Month is celebrated 
throughout June and provides 
a special opportunity to step 
back, reflect and suggest ways 
you can be proactive in inviting 
the LGBTQ community to par-
ticipate in the game of golf. 

It’s a Matter of Pride

In 2018, Forbes published an 
article that the LGBTQ commu-
nity’s buying power was estimat-
ed at $917 billion. People within 
the LGBTQ community that play 
golf want to join courses or clubs 
that accept people from all back-
grounds. Marketing your facility 
as one that is open to all de-
mographics can help drive new 
members and additional revenue 
for your property. 

One year ago, the Northern 
California PGA Section and San 
Francisco Pride jointly presented 
their first-ever Pride Golf Outing 
as a fundraiser at TPC Harding 
Park (which is also scheduled to 
host the 2020 PGA Champion-
ship in August). The event was 
led by PGA Professional Greg 
Fitzgerald and members of SF 
Pride’s Board of Directors. 

The main goal of the golf out-
ing was to bring the LGBTQ 
community and its allies together 

in an environment that was safe, 
welcoming and equitable, and 
hosted in the spirit of San Fran-
cisco Pride. Participants enjoyed 
a fun and easy format, as each 
group was joined on the course 
by a local PGA Professional. The 
event was considered a success, 
as it inspired several participants 
to further play the game.

It’s important to keep in mind 
that what may work for an urban 
city in California may not work 
exactly the same way for a rural 
community in Indiana. Certain 
areas of the country may require 
more effort in the areas of safety 
requirements and greater educa-
tion efforts to help others truly 
understand why including this 
community through certain stra-
tegic efforts is necessary. So, you 
will need to adapt to what works 
best in your local community.

Steps to Inclusion
There are actionable steps that 

golf course operators and regular 
everyday golfers alike can take to 
include more LGBTQ presence 
in golf. Start by asking...
• Do we take the time to wel-

come the LGBTQ community 
authentically? If not, how can 
we begin to do so?

• Does our facility target and 
market events to non-tradi-
tional households?

• Are there unique opportuni-
ties that we can now explore 
to create meaningful experi-
ences for golfers within the 
LGBTQ community? 

Taking a Closer Look at 
Your Club’s Inclusiveness

Similar to other strategies used 
when implementing a nine-hole 
women’s league, youth develop-
ment program or transitioning 
from a private to a semi-pri-
vate club, there are various steps 
you and your facility could take 
when it comes to including the 
LGBTQ community.
• Create Visibility — Seeing is 

believing. Creating visibility of 
your commitment to an inclu-
sive golf facility will let people 
know they are welcome at your 
course or club. It can be as 
simple as posting a Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) sticker 
or Pride flag sticker in your golf 
shop window. The HRC logo 
is a bright yellow “equals” sign 
laid against a dark blue back-
ground — one of the most 
recognizable symbols of the 
LGBTQ community and their 
fight for equal rights. You can 
receive free HRC or Pride 
stickers for free as well!

• Form a dialogue not a mono-
logue — “How can we cre-
ate a more welcoming space 
for the LGBTQ communi-
ty?” This question should be 
posed to your fellow staff 
members, as well as to your 
Women’s Club Board, Men’s 
Club Board, and even your 
local LGBTQ Center. Speak-
ing with all of your golf shop 
operations staff and regulars 
who play your course on the 
culture and language used in 

the shop or around the course 
can open up a conversation 
on how to foster an environ-
ment that is welcoming to all. 

Invite the Community 
In and Make Their First 
Experience Memorable 
and Worthwhile

Nothing matters more to a 
person than how others address 
them, either by their name or 
otherwise.
• First impressions are key — To 

include the LGBTQ commu-
nity when listing family events 
for club members and visitors, 
instead of putting husband 
and wife, try incorporating 
language such as  “spouse” or 
“partner.” The small gestures 
and changes in language go a 
long way in letting that com-
munity know your facility is a 
safe space. By using imagery 
of same-sex couples and fam-
ilies, this language can also 
be visual, so that the LGBTQ 
community can see that they 
belong at your facility. 

• Create unique invitational 
opportunities — When local 
health authorities allow your 
community to host group 
gatherings, your course or 
club can offer a Pride night, 
an LGBTQ & Friends League 
night, or even a Pride-themed 
golf outing. These events are 
for everyone, but making 
them so that they target the 
LBGTQ community and wel-
comes them to engage with 
your staff, membership and 
guests can help form a unique 
bond that sets your course 

apart. Your local LGBTQ 
Community Center can help 
you develop ideas for making 
a memorable and fun event.

• Represent diverse lifestyles 
— People tend to gravitate 
towards brands and compa-
nies that they feel represent 
them. Those who are able 
to authentically engage with 
non-traditional communities 
after following the steps men-
tioned above will most likely 
gain the LGBTQ communi-
ty’s trust and business. 

Create Meaningful 
Relationships

Adding visuals can help affirm 
your intention to welcome those 
from non-traditional households 
and communities, but how can 
this be accomplished authenti-
cally?

Consider incorporating mar-
keting materials with a gay 
couple sitting by the pool at 
your facility. Perhaps you post 
an image of an lesbian couple 
on the course with their son 
or daughter playing nine holes. 
Maybe you show a transgender 
youth who participated in a ju-
nior clinic with your PGA Pro-
fessional on your website. 

Over time, members of the 
LGBTQ community can serve as 
ambassadors to welcome other 
new golfers to your facility. The 
most important thing is to try 
new methods of promotion to 
include more individuals, as it is 
a win-win for growing the game 
and will help ensure that golf 
belongs to everyone. x
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the playoff to 3 feet. Berger con-
verted his simple up-and-down 
for par from behind the green, 
and Morikawa’s short par putt 
to extend the playoff hit the right 
side of the cup and spun out.

“Just hit a better putt,” Mori-
kawa said. “My mind can’t go 
much else than other what just 
happened on that hole.”

Schauffele, whose moxie is easy 
to miss behind his California cool, 
made three straight clutch putts — 
for par, bogey and birdie — that 
kept him tied for the lead only 
to learn new meaning of “Hor-
rible Horseshoe” at Colonial. 
His 3-foot par putt on the 17th 
in regulation dipped in the hole 
on the right side and came out 
on the left.

His 25-foot birdie putt on the 

18th to force a playoff was right 
on line and came up short.

“If there are fans and every-
thing with the ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs,’ 
I’d probably be a little more 
(ticked) off,” Schauffele said. 
“Maybe that’s a good thing for 
me right now. But it was defi-
nitely weird. It was sort of an 
internal battle, which it always is 
for me, but more so internal this 
week just with no fans.”

Berger, whose birdie on the 
18th gave him a 4-under 66, 
won for the third time on the 
PGA Tour, all three titles com-
ing on this week in the calen-
dar. The other two in 2016 and 
2017 were at the St. Jude Clas-
sic when it preceded the U.S. 
Open.

This felt different because Co-
lonial was devoid of fans — just 

like the next four weeks will be on 
the PGA Tour — and because of 
the routine he followed. Berger 
went from the golf course to his 
rented house, his uncle serving 
as the chef. He had a saliva test 
in Florida and a nasal test when 
he arrived for the new coronavi-
rus, both negative.

He was excited when he arrived 
— Berger has shot par or better 
every round since Oct. 11 — be-
cause golf was back to business. 
And he was thrilled when he 
left, a winner again after missing 
nearly five months at the end of 
2018 because of a wrist injury. 
The victory moved him from 
outside the top 100 to No. 31 
in the world.

PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 
Monahan, on the first tee when 
golf returned Thursday, was back 
in Florida watching a final round 
unfold with eight players taking 
turns at the top, and a half-dozen 
still in the mix over the final hour.

The scorecard this week in-
cluded 487 tests for COVID-19 
at Colonial, all returned negative. 
The leaders brought star power, 
Colonial brought heritage, and it 
was the first live PGA Tour event 
since March 12 because of the 
pandemic.

“This has been a phenomenal 
start to our return,” Monahan 
said.

It almost was a tremendous 
return for Morikawa, who is so 
steady that he already has won 
and has made every cut as a pro 
dating to his graduation from 
Cal a year ago. No newcom-
er has had a streak that long 
since Tiger Woods.

Morikawa took a share of the 
lead with a 50-foot putt on the 
14th hole. It was the short ones 
that hurt.

“We gave ourselves our 
chance, and that’s what you 
want at the end,” Morikawa said. 
“Yeah, it’s going to sting for a 
little bit but we’ll make it out and 
we’ll go on to next week.”

B r y s o n  D e C h a m b e a u 
(66), Justin Rose (66) and Jason 
Kokrak (64) all had birdie chances 
on the 18th. Berger was the only 

who who delivered, and this time 
the playoff worked out in his favor.

Jordan Spieth, trying to end 
three years without a victory, left 
with a consolation prize of prog-
ress. He missed a 2-foot par putt 
on the sixth hole — part of three 
bogeys in a four-hole stretch — 
but was still in the mix until a tee 
shot out of bounds on the 14th. 
Even then, he made a 35-foot 
putt to save bogey. He wound 
up with a 71 and tied for 10th.

Rory McIlroy had seven 
straight tournaments no worse 
than fifth, a streak that came to 
a stunning halt. Starting the final 
round three shots behind, he was 
5 over through seven holes and 
closed with a 74 to tie for 32nd.

Monahan conceded his biggest 
concern going into the week, 

even with its testing and safety 
procedure, was positive tests 
popping up. “That’s something, 
candidly, that I lost a lot of sleep 
over in the weeks that preceded 
coming in,” he said.

Next up is the RBC Heritage 
at Hilton Head on the South 
Carolina coast, and Monahan 
said the first week won’t be com-
plete until then to see how play-
ers handled the interstate travel. 
Those on the charter were tested 
after the third round. Everyone 
else would be tested when they 
arrived at Hilton Head.

“This is about a sustained 
return,” Monahan said. “But I 
think as we sit here late in the 
day Sunday, there’s no question 
that this has been an exception-
al week.” x

Dave Messbauer aced the 17th hole at Deerfield Country 
Club for 168 yards using a 7-iron.

Louis Giuliano aced the 4th hole at Deerfield Country Club 
for 166 yards using an 8-iron.

Todd Gruttadauria aced the 4th hole at Deerfield Country 
Club for 166 yards using a 6-iron.

Local Holes-In-One
See More On-line at www.golfweekrochester.com

Overall Low Gross: Tammy Blyth & Kitty Colliflower - 70
Overall Low Net: Dona Hazen & Deb Wood - 65

1st Flight
1st Low Gross: Joy Florczak & Jan Lavigne - 80
2nd Low Gross: Jane Duke & Michele Romano - 84
1st Low Net:  Luba Drouin & Amy Mason - 69
2nd Low Net: Linda Potter & Theresa Richards - 71

2nd Flight
1st Low Gross: Kate Green & Linda MacKenzie - 88
2nd Low Gross: Mary Ann Parker & MAry Ann Torchio - 89
1st Low Net: Michelle Neal & Liz Rank - 70
2nd Low Net: Linda Patten & Wendy Wright - 72

3rd Flight
1st Low Gross: Phyllis Haberer & Janet Lyn Kowal - 89
2nd Low Gross: Tammy Biils & Kathy Emison - 93
1st Low Net:  Marsha Guth & Nancy Wheeler - 68
2nd Low Net: Cheryl DeMeyers & Paula Piper - 70

WRDGA 2-Gal Tournament 6/4/2020
Midvale Country Club 

The Women’s Rochester District Golf Association held its 2-Gal 
Tournament on Thursday, June 4 at Midvale Country Club

Xander Schauffele reacts after missing a birdie putt on the 18th green 
during the final round of the Charles Schwab Challenge golf tournament 
at the Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday, June 14. (AP 
Photo/David J. Phillip)

Bryson DeChambeau reacts after missing a birdie putt on the 18th green 
during the final round of the Charles Schwab Challenge golf tournament 
at the Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas, Sunday, June 14, 
2020. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

Safe Return

(Continued from Page 1)

US Team for Ryder Cup Has 6 Qualifiers, 6 Captain’s Picks
by DOUG FERGUSON

U.S. captain Steve Stricker 
would pick half of his 12-man 
Ryder Cup team under a revised 
points system that accounts for 
golf not being played for three 
months during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Qualifying for the top six 
Americans also was extended 
by one week through the BMW 
Championship, the second 
of three FedEx Cup playoff 
events.

That leaves 12 events for 
Americans to earn Ryder Cup 
points for the Sept. 25-27 
matches at Whistling Straits, 
assuming the Ryder Cup is held 
this year. A decision is expected 
by the end of the month on 
whether the most vocal golf 

event will proceed with or with-
out fans, or be postponed until 
next year.

Under the previous system, 
Stricker had four captain’s picks. 
The change bumps Justin Thom-
as (No. 7) and Tiger Woods (No. 
8) out of the last two qualifying 
spots, though only 19 of the 31 
events to earn points have been 
played.

The PGA Tour canceled 11 
events, nine that pertain to the 
Ryder Cup. The John Deere 
Classic has been replaced by 
a one-time event at Muirfield 
Village sponsored by Workday, 
while the Barbasol Champion-
ship in Kentucky would not have 
counted anyway because it is 
held opposite a major.

Also missing from qualifying 

are three majors. The British 
Open was canceled, while the 
the U.S. Open has moved to the 
week before the Ryder Cup and 
the team already will have been 
set. The Masters will be played 
in November.

“With all the various changes 
to the 2020 schedule, it quickly 
became apparent that we would 
need to amend our selection 
criteria,” Stricker said. “These 
changes were sparked by cir-
cumstance, but conceived with 
integrity in mind. In the end, we 
believe they will allow us to put 
our best team together.”

He said fewer tournaments 
and only one major this year 
during the qualifying justified a 
one-week extension and the two 
additional captain’s picks. x

In this Sunday, July 15, 2018 photo, Steve Stricker hits on the ninth 
fairway during the final round of the John Deere Classic golf tournament 
at TPC Deere Run in Silvis, Ill. Stricker now gets six captain’s picks 
for his U.S. Ryder Cup team, and qualifying has been extended by one 
week. The changes announced Wednesday, June 10, account for golf 
not being played for three months during the coronavirus pandemic. 
(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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New Course Debuts in Florida Community
Taylor Morrison unveiled its 

new 18-hole championship 
golf course within the Espla-
nade at Azario Lakewood 
Ranch community on May 15. 
Designed by golf course archi-
tect Chris Wilczynski, ASGCA, 
the course is now open to the 
public with special introductory 
prices.

“Esplanade at Azario Lake-
wood Ranch is an exciting new 
addition to Lakewood Ranch, a 
highly desired location for new 
housing in Manatee County,” 
said Joseph Fontana, division 
president of Taylor Morrison 
Sarasota. “We were excited to 
work with Chris again to build 
a golf course that residents will 
enjoy for many years to come. 
Chris understands the vision 
of our Esplanade brand and 
helped us develop a golf course 
that complements its signature 
lifestyle.”

“It was an honor to partner 
with Taylor Morrison again 
to create another state-of-the-
art golf course that reflects 
their vision of the Esplanade 
brand and will provide Azario 
residents and the Lakewood 

Ranch community with an 
exceptional golf experience,” 
Wilczynski said. “Our goal was 
to create a course that’s visual-
ly dynamic and fun for players 
of all abilities. I’m excited for 
people to experience it.”

The golf course, which sits 
within the approximately 
1,000-acre Azario communi-
ty, provides homes with pic-
turesque views and a serene 

setting. Five of the Esplanade 
at Azario holes will be played 
along and through mature 
oaks and pines. Hole 12, 
“Enclave,” plays to a raised 
green surrounded by several 
deep bunkers and Florida’s 
native vegetation. Hole 17, 
“Big Oak,” requires a bold 
tee shot across a lake to the 
multitiered 9,000-square foot 
green, adjacent to the largest 

native oak on the property. 
Wilczynski’s signature touch 
of building within mature trees 
is visible throughout, elevating 
the beauty and memorability of 
the course. With six sets of tees 
that play from 3,500 to over 
7,000 yards, the layout fea-
tures wide fairways, randomly 
placed strategic bunkering and 
18 masterfully designed greens.

Working with a flat canvas, 

the team turned challenges 
into beautiful solutions. To add 
dimension to the otherwise flat 
land, Wilczynski and his team 
dug several large man-made 
lakes and used the soil from 
the excavation to construct the 
golf course, residential lot pads 
and roads. 

“The extensive earthmoving 
and detailed landscape that we 
created for each hole brings a 
dramatic transformation to the 
property not found elsewhere,” 
Wilczynski said. 

The golf course, which will 
ultimately be a resident-only 
private golf venue, provides a 
scenic tour through 18-holes 
of rolling grounds within the 
Esplanade at Azario Lakewood 
Ranch community, where new 
homes are now selling. Resi-
dents of Esplanade at Azario 
Lakewood Ranch will have ac-
cess to the golf course in addi-
tion to an array of planned re-
sort amenities. The Esplanade 
at Azario Lakewood Ranch 
community and golf course are 
managed by Pope Properties 
and Pope Golf.  x

©Golf Course Industry

GOLF business

Three-Time Champ Annika Sorenstam Named 
Ambassador for 75th U.S. Women’s Open

by RANDALL MELL
Annika Sorenstam will serve 

as ambassador in the USGA’s 
build up to the 75th U.S. Wom-
en’s Open, the organization an-
nounced Wednesday.

Sorenstam, a three-time win-
ner of the championship, will 
preside over the event and the 
initiatives celebrating the mile-
stone.

Originally scheduled to be 
played this week, the cham-
pionship was rescheduled to 
Dec. 10-13, still to be played at 
Champions Golf Club in Hous-
ton, Texas.

“The championship means a 
lot to me and my career, and 
I look forward to celebrating 
and reliving moments that have 

meant so much not only to me, 
but the sport of golf as a whole,” 
Sorenstam said. “It’s truly a spe-
cial occasion for so many of us.”

Sorenstam won the U.S. 
Women’s Open in 1995 and 
’96, and again in 2006.

The championship’s big mo-
ments are celebrated in an im-
mersive timeline with photos, 
videos and stories on the US-
GA’s website.

“The U.S. Women’s Open has 
played a significant role in the ad-
vancement of the women’s game 
for the last 75 years,” USGA CEO 
Mike Davis said. “As we reach this 
monumental occasion, we want to 
thank and honor everyone who 
has been involved in the cham-
pionship from the start — from 

the fans, volunteers and staff 
to the champions and players 
themselves, by reliving memora-
ble moments and celebrating in 
Houston this December.”

©Golf Channel
•  •  •

Tour Creates 
Pathway for 
NCAA Players 
who Stay 
Four Years

by DOUG FERGUSON
(AP) — The PGA Tour now 

has a dedicated path for stu-
dent-athletes from the NCAA, 
with an emphasis on students.

The tour’s policy board in 
March approved the plan rolled 
out this week. It’s called PGA 
Tour University, and it’s de-
signed for the top NCAA Di-
vision I players to have access 
to either the Korn Ferry Tour 
or the satellite tours in Canada, 
Latin America and China once 
school is out.

Eligible players, however, have 
to complete at least four years in 
college.

Over time, this likely won’t 
apply to the elite in college golf, 
who usually don’t make it past 
their sophomore year (Tiger 
Woods, Justin Thomas, Matthew 
Wolff) and are good enough to 

get sponsor exemptions and can 
head to qualifying options at the 
end of the season.

But the timing for it given the 
COVID-19 pandemic couldn’t 
be better.

Golf has such a short season 
from being shut down the last 
three months that the Korn 
Ferry Tour will not send the top 
25 players to the big leagues 
until 2021, and there will be no 
qualifying tournaments at the 
end of 2020. Several college 
players who contemplated turn-
ing pro are going back to school, 
even seniors who have been 
granted an additional year of 
eligibility by the NCAA because 
of the pandemic.

“By focusing our efforts on 
players who have completed a 
minimum of four years, PGA 
Tour University will not deter 
from the college game while en-
suring its graduates benefit from 
their maturity and experience,” 
Commissioner Jay Monahan 
said in a statement.

The top 15 finishers from the 
final PGA Tour University rank-
ing list after the college season 
will get status. The leading five 
players will be exempt to open, 
full-field Korn Ferry Tour events 
until its postseason (typically 
seven or eight tournaments). 
They also will be exempt into the 
final stage of Q-school for the 

Korn Ferry Tour. The next 10 
will have status in Canada, Latin 
America or China, along with 
being exempt into the second 
stage of Q-school.

The ranking list will lean on 
the World Amateur Golf Rank-
ing, and only the last two years 
of a player’s college career will 
count (college tournaments and 
PGA Tour events, including 
the three majors for amateurs). 
However, players won’t show 
up on the ranking until their 
fourth year begins. They face a 
minimum of nine events in their 
final year, including the NCAA 
regionals.

The first ranking list is expect-
ed to be published this summer 
leading into the next college 
season.

COLONIAL CHARITY
The Charles Schwab Chal-

lenge at Colonial has a new 
charity for the return of the PGA 
Tour, which includes donations 
to enter a raffle with prizes that 
range from autographed items to 
special access at the Presidents 
Cup and PGA Championship 
next year.

Colonial is among at least four 
events that will not have specta-
tors or hospitality on the course 
upon the season resuming. Both 
are key elements toward net 

19th Hole — PAGE 8

Annika Sorenstam

The19th Hole . . . News, Notes & Quotes From the World of Golf

(Courtesy of Chris Wilczynski)
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GOLF opinion & comment

Missed Putt Leaves Collin Morikawa 
a Runner-Up at Colonial Yet Again

by REX HOGGARD
FORT WORTH, Texas — 

With the sting of defeat still 
etched on his face, Collin Mori-
kawa sighed.

“This is like three years in a 
row now that I’ve finished sec-
ond,” he said.

Although this was the first time 
Morikawa played the Charles 
Schwab Challenge, his run-
ner-up showing to Daniel Berger 
is his third second-place finish at 
Colonial — technically.

While at the University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley, Morikawa was a 

finalist for the Ben Hogan Award 
in 2018 and ’19. The award is 
given to the nation’s top colle-
giate golfer by the Golf Coaches 
Association of America. Last 
year, he lost to Viktor Hovland, 
and in ’18 he finished behind 
Doug Ghim.

Although on Sunday he closed 
with a final-round 67 to force 
a playoff, Morikawa missed a 
3-footer for par at the first play-
off hole to lose to Berger.

Asked to compare his three 
near-misses at Colonial, it wasn’t 
even a competition.

“I’d say this one [is hardest]. 
This one I had full control. It’s 
going to be a little bittersweet,” 
Morikawa said. “I know I’m 
going to have to look back at it 
before next week and see all the 
positives, but I’m also going to 
have to nit-pick what I did wrong 
this week. It’s going to be some-
thing I just have to figure out. 
But this one bites a little harder.”

©Golf Channel 
•  •  •

Only Thing 
Normal About 
Golf’s Return 
Is The Score

by DOUG FERGUSON
FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 

Rory McIlroy and Dustin John-
son were together on the first tee 
Tuesday morning, just like they 
were three weeks ago at Semi-
nole for a charity match that was 
the first live golf on television in 
66 days.

This was different.
They were not wearing micro-

phones and their caddies were 
at their sides, including Harry 
Diamond, who had been quaran-
tined at McIlroy’s guest house in 
Florida the last two weeks. They 
will be playing for a $7.5 million 
purse, along with more ranking 
points than have ever been dis-
tributed at Colonial.

This was real.
It just didn’t seem that way.

With no spectators and limited 
access, it felt like Colonial had 
been rented out for a corporate 
outing, only the employees hap-
pened to be the best players in 
the world — McIlroy and John-
son, Brooks Koepka and Justin 
Thomas, Jon Rahm and Xander 
Schauffele — all eager to return 
to work.

Golf is back.
It’s just not back to normal, 

and there’s no telling how long 
that will take, or what that will 
even mean.

“You can’t go into this thing 
thinking it’s going to be normal 
because it’s not,” Thomas said. 
“I would say 2020 is beyond a bi-
zarre year so far, and especially in 
the world of sports. If we all want 
to get back and play the game 
that we love — and not just for 
us but for the fans and everybody 
at home — we’re just going to 
have to get over the fact that it’s 
going to be different and be a 
little weird.”

Weird was having a cotton 
swab on the end of a long, skin-
ny stick that reached deep into 
the nasal cavity. This is a “condi-
tion of competition.” In medical 
terms, it’s a PCR test to detect 
active infection of the coronavi-
rus, and every player, caddie and 
essential personnel has to take 
one upon arrival.

Ropes were in place, even 
without fans. Television cables 
run along the rope lines, and this 

helps keep mowers away.
Signs at Colonial preach social 

distancing, and this being golf, 
the signs said 6 feet (2 meters) 
was roughly two club lengths. 
Violations were plenty on Tues-
day, from caddies and players 
riding next to each other in carts 
to the range, or a coach, caddie 
and player huddled together to 
set up a putting camera.

Then again, they’re all in the 
“bubble” the tour is trying to 
create for the return to reduce as 
much risk as possible. All have 
been tested.

Ryan Palmer, a Colonial 
member chosen to hit the first 
tee shot, says he has been ultra 
aware of precautions during the 
three months the COVID-19 
pandemic shut down golf. That 
didn’t alleviate his anxiety after 
his test.

“I won’t lie to you, I was kind 
of nervous waiting for the re-
sults,” he said.

Players talk about needing to 
get it right with more eyeballs 
than usual — motor sports is the 
only other major sport that has 
resumed in America. But there’s 
only so much they can do. That’s 
why Commissioner Jay Monah-
an said he was confident in the 
plan to return, but “we won’t be 
comfortable until we’re told we 
can be comfortable.”

More than one player said he 
felt a responsibility for golf to get 
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profits that go to local chari-
ties. Instead, the tournament 
will have “Rise to the Challenge” 
to benefit the tour’s COVID-19 
relief fund and the tournament’s 
local “Birdies for Charity” fund.

“Though the 2020 Charles 
Schwab Challenge will under-
standably operate differently 
than originally planned, our 
commitment to the tournament, 
its fans and the Dallas-Fort 
Worth community remains un-
wavering,” said Jonathan Craig, 
senior executive vice president at 
the company.

People can contribute starting 
Monday at www.schwabgolf.
com, and winners will be an-
nounced online during the tour-
nament. PGA Tour players are 
supporting the program with 
digital and social media content 
from Colonial during the week.

Prizes being offered include a 
2019 Presidents Cup flag signed 
by captains Tiger Woods and 
Ernie Els; a chance to walk in-
side the rope with PGA of Amer-
ica President Suzy Whaley next 
year at Kiawah Island for the 
PGA Championship; a round 
of golf at Bandon Dunes with 
course architect David Kidd; a 
round of golf with a tour player 
at Colonial; and custom wedge 
fitting from Bob Vokey at the 
Titleist Performance Institute in 
California.

SORENSTAM’S 
HELPING HAND

Annika Sorenstam has devot-
ed time and resources to wom-
en’s golf developments over the 
years, particularly with an AJGA 
event (Annika Invitational) and 
junior events in Europe and Aus-
tralia, along with taking part 
in the new Women’s Amateur 
Latin America.

Her latest effort is to help as-
piring professionals.

Sorenstam announced the 
“Annika Foundation Crisis Re-
lief Fund” to provide immediate 
financial help to players on the 

Symetra Tour affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Symetra Tour provides 
direct access to the LPGA Tour 
for the top 10 on the money 
list, but not this year. Because of 
the shutdown in golf, the LPGA 
Tour is maintaining status for 
its members, and advancement 
from the Symetra Tour will have 
to wait until 2021.

Sorenstam plans to award 
100 grants for $500 each to-
ward qualified applicants from 
the Symetra tour. The deadline 
to apply is June 12, and grants 
will be distributed on July 1. The 
Swede also is accepting dona-
tions to the fund, with all of it 
going to Symetra Tour players.

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY
Juli Inkster won two majors as 

an LPGA Tour rookie in 1984. 
She added a third in 1989 at the 
Nabisco Dinah Shore. And then 
she had two children, Hayley in 
1990 and Cori in 1994. She 
went 10 years without a major, 
and nothing tormented her like 
the 1992 U.S. Women’s Open 
at Oakmont, where she lost a 
two-shot lead with two holes to 
play and Patty Sheehan beat her 
in an 18-hole playoff.

It was 21 years ago this week 
that Inkster finally got the prize. 
She shot 71 in the final round of 
the 1999 U.S. Women’s Open 
at Old Waverly in Mississippi and 
set the 72-hole record to par 
at 16-under 272. Three weeks 
later, she won the LPGA Cham-
pionship to complete the career 
Grand Slam.

Inkster finished her career with 
seven majors.

WOE, CANADA
The Mackenzie Tour canceled 

its season before it could get 
started.

The PGA Tour’s circuit in 
Canada had a 13-tournament 
schedule, the most in its eight 
year. The COVID-19 pandemic 
hit when the tour was not quite 

halfway through its qualifying 
schools in the U.S. And with 
border restrictions and manda-
tory quarantines for entering 
Canada, the tour was left with 
few options.

“We’ve weighed all of our op-
tions and concluded that it is not 
feasible to play this summer,” 
said Scott Pritchard, executive 
director of the Mackenzie Tour.

The top 60 from the money 
list in 2019 will remain fully 
exempt for 2021. The players 
who made it through Q-schools 
in Texas, Florida and Alabama 
will retain status for 2021, while 
players entered in four other 
Q-schools (California, Arizona, 
Florida and Canada) will have 
their spots reserved for next 
spring.

DIVOTS
With the deadline to enter on 

Friday, the field for the Charles 
Schwab Challenge at Colonial 
already has commitments from 
the top five players in the world 
— Rory McIlroy, Jon Rahm, 
Brooks Koepka, Justin Thomas 
and Dustin Johnson. McIlroy and 
Thomas have never played at 
Colonial. ... Phil Mickelson’s first 
signature golf course opened this 
week near Calgary. Construction 
of Mickelson National Golf Club 
began in 2015. “I’m so proud of 
this course. As visually intimidat-
ing as it appears, you can play it 
on the ground and the average 
golfer will have a blast!” Mickel-
son said on Twitter.

STAT OF THE WEEK
Tiger Woods has 16 PGA Tour 

victories in Florida on four cours-
es, 14 victories in California on 
four courses and 13 victories in 
Ohio on two courses — Muirfield 
Village and Firestone.

“As long as Tiger calls it his 
home golf course, that’s a testa-
ment to Pete Dye and myself.” 
— Greg Norman, on Sirius XM 
Radio, on the Medalist Golf Club 
he helped design.
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it right. But that goes beyond the 
course of play, even with no one 
watching.

“I think golf is probably the 
most likely and best chance for 
things to be successful as pos-
sible over probably any other 
sports, just given you’re out-
side,” Jordan Spieth said. “And 
then this weekly testing should 
keep guys clear. It’s really up 
to you. It’s on the individual. If 
you’re going to go out to eat or 
go out to crowded places, you’re 
going to risk potentially missing 
a few weeks.

“I have faith in the guys that 
are playing and that are within 
that bubble that they’re going 
to do what it takes within the 
week to ensure that they stay 
healthy,” he said. “And I think 
it’ll work well.”

Even in the quiet of a practice 
round that normally would be 

bustling with activity outside the 
ropes, the relief of being back to 
work was evident. Some players 
haven’t seen each other in three 
months. Barring injury, this is 
as long as anyone has gone be-
tween tournaments.

Analogies to opening day are 
not far off. The year starts on 
Maui for tournament winners 
who at most have gone two 
months without playing. The 
new season typically starts a few 
weeks after the previous one. 
Even when the tour announced 
in April its plan to return at Co-
lonial, there was no guarantee it 
would happen.

“It would be nice if we could 
get some fighter jets flying over 
the first tee shots, something like 
that,” Spieth said. “But yeah, 
it’s got a little bit of that kind of 
excitement to it.”

The excitement will be inter-

nalized like never before. No 
spectators means no noise. Even 
for television, CBS anchor Jim 
Nantz said golf broadcasters 
often rely on the crowd reaction 
to determine the pitch in their 
voice.

Imagine a 20-foot putt on the 
18th hole on Sunday and the cele-
bration that follows — maybe not 
a lack of one, but certainly unlike 
anything golf has experienced.

It will be like that for five weeks, 
assuming the return goes smoothly 
and there’s no reason — inside the 
world of golf or around the coun-
try — that it needs to shut down.

For now, they’ll tee it up on 
Thursday. No mulligans. No gim-
mes. 

“The 4-footer I have on the 
first hole matters,” Thomas said.

Just like normal.
And that might be the only 

normalcy left  x
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Monday Scramble:
1. After more than three 

months on hiatus, the PGA 
Tour resumed at the Charles 
Schwab Challenge.

TAKEAWAY: Given that he 
had several weeks to think about 
how the sport’s return might go, 
it’s hard to envision a better sce-
nario for Tour commissioner Jay 
Monahan. Consider:
• A loaded field showed up to 

Colonial, highlighted by the 
top five players in the world.

• COVID-19 tests conducted 
early in the week were 100 
percent negative for both play-
ers and caddies in Fort Worth 
(although it’s worth noting that 
one player and three caddies 
did test positive on the Korn 
Ferry Tour).

• The focus very quickly shift-
ed back to golf, with many 
of the Tour’s biggest names 
jostling for position, creating a 
highly-anticipated final round 
where more than a dozen play-
ers began the day within three 
shots of the lead.

• The final round was ac-
tion-packed, even if no fans 
were there to witness it, with 
a number of challengers giving 
way to a sudden-death playoff 
as the tournament came down 
to a pair of gravity-bending 
lip-outs.

The road back to normalcy, 
both for the Tour and for sports 
in general, remains arduous and 
lengthy. The response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be fur-
ther fleshed out in the coming 
weeks, as the Tour’s traveling 
“bubble” heads around the coun-
try. But for at least one week, 
with the sport’s product on the 
main stage, things went about as 
well as could be imagined.

2. Consistent performance 
finally paid off for Daniel 
Berger, who netted his first 
Tour win in three years. 

TAKEAWAY: The 2017 Trav-
elers Championship is remem-
bered for Spieth’s dramatic bun-
ker hole-out to win a playoff. 
What’s less memorable is that 
his overtime victory came against 
Berger, who would reach 18th 
in the world as a result, but has 
largely been on the slide since.

Berger made the Presidents 
Cup team that year and was on 
many short lists of promising 
prospects, having bagged a pair 
of Tour titles before his 25th 
birthday. But a 2018 wrist injury 
slowed him considerably, and he 
arrived this week in Fort Worth 
ranked 107th in the world.

The coronavirus hiatus came at 
an especially inconvenient time 
for Berger, who finished T-9 or 
better in each of his three starts 
before The Players was canceled. 
But he didn’t acquire any rust in 
the interim three months, and 
given another sniff at contention 
he rolled in a 10-foot birdie putt 
on the 72nd hole to take the club-
house lead and then won with a 
par on the first playoff hole.

Berger has now gone 28 
straight rounds of par or better, 

a stretch that dates back to the 
Houston Open in October and 
marks the longest such active 
streak on Tour. Much has trans-
pired in the game since Berger 
went back-to-back in Memphis 
in 2016 and 2017, but Sunday’s 
performance showed that he still 
has plenty of firepower as he 
looks to return to the game’s 
upper echelon.

3. While many snickered at 
Bryson DeChambeau’s beefy 
new look, he let his game do 
the talking in a big way.

TAKEAWAY: There were plen-
ty of chuckles early in the week as 
cameras got their first glimpse of 
a post-quarantine DeChambeau, 
who also sent out a ... creative 
video showing all the work he 
put into adding muscle during the 
Tour’s unexpected hiatus. He told 
reporters he had packed on an-
other 20 pounds in three months, 
putting his weight around 240 
pounds after being listed in the 
Tour’s media guide at 205.

But no one was laughing once 
DeChambeau put his 5.5-de-
gree driver into play at Colo-
nial, launching missiles off the tee 
and taking angles never before 
seen on one of the Tour’s most 
historic layouts.

DeChambeau has always done 
things his way, from single-length 
irons to a brief flirtation with 
side-saddled putting, and a de-
tailed and philosophical approach 
to the swing. His latest project, 
to pack on pounds in order to 
increase ball and swing speed, 
certainly defied convention. But, 
it’s also kind of working.

DeChambeau led the field in 
driving distance, and the rest of 
his game didn’t suffer from the 
extra weight on his frame. While 
a closing birdie putt grazed the 
edge, he still carded three rounds 
of 66 or better en route to a T-3 
finish on a course where he had 
historically struggled. And he did 
so while hitting eight drives of 
353 yards or longer.

As fellow Tour pro Roberto 
Castro put it, DeChambeau col-
lected a range of trophies at the 
amateur and professional levels, 
“35 yards ago.”

“If he doesn’t get significant-
ly worse at another part of the 
game, or get hurt,” Castro wrote, 
“look out.”

4. Making another start on 
one of his favorite tracks, 
Jordan Spieth reaffirmed 
he’s a must-watch player 
when contending.

TAKEAWAY: Spieth is many 
things, but he’s not boring. The 
roller-coaster ride that was his 
stint at Colonial took off with 
a back-nine 30 on Thursday, 
and by Friday morning he was 
atop the leaderboard. But the 
dichotomy of the Golden Child 
was revealed a short time later 
when he four-putted for double 
bogey, including a pair of misses 
from inside 3 feet.

There were miraculous scram-
bles, and there were chunked 
wedges. There was a grind of 
a range session with caddie Mi-
chael Greller, sprayed drives, bird-

ie runs and mysterious mis-fires. 
And with no galleries around to 
create white noise, Spieth’s tu-
multuous inner monologue was 
on full display.

In search of his first win in 
nearly three years, Spieth fin-
ished T-10. There’s no denying 
that Colonial is one of Spieth’s 
happiest hunting grounds, a place 
where he now has a win and two 
runner-ups among six top-10 fin-
ishes in eight starts.

Last year’s T-8 finish seemed to 
signal a turnaround, and it instead 
served as a high water mark on a 
dismal campaign. Time will tell if 
his auspicious return to competi-
tion will have more staying power 
this time around.

•  •  •
FIVE PLAYERS WHO ARE 

EAGER TO REBOUND ...
Collin Morikawa: Career win 

No. 2 wasn’t to be, as Morikawa 
missed a pair of short putts over 
the final two holes at Colonial. 
His made cuts streak since turning 
pro has now reached 22 events, 
and his head-turning irons con-
tinue to shine on iconic venues 
like Hogan’s Alley. It won’t be 
long before the 23-year-old gets 
another chance to stand over a 
putt to win.

Xander Schauffele: Schauf-
fele’s frustrations continued Sun-
day, as his mark with at least a 
share of the 54-hole lead dropped 
to 0-for-4 after his record scratch 
of a lip-out on the 17th green. 
Schauffele has won four times 
on Tour, all in come-from-be-
hind fashion, and he made a pair 
of timely putts before his oft-re-
played horseshoe. But between 
the playoff loss at Kapalua and 
Sunday’s near-miss, he’s overdue 
for a win.

Rory McI lroy:  McI l roy 
was one of the few big names 
who failed to factor Sunday in 
Fort Worth, bogeying the open-
ing hole en route to an outward 
41. After starting the final round 
just three shots off the lead, McIl-
roy fell to T-32 after a closing 74. 
It was his first time outside the top 
5 since October, and his worst 
worldwide finish since a missed 
cut at Royal Portrush.

Jon Rahm: None of the top 
three players in the world cracked 
the top 30 at Colonial, but Rahm 
was the only one who didn’t play 
the weekend. Rahm wasn’t es-
pecially off, but he only made 
five birdies in 36 holes. It was his 
first missed cut on the PGA Tour 
since ... the last time he played 
Colonial, 13 months ago.

Rickie Fowler: Fowler was 
the only mic’d up player during 
competition, but he dug an early 
hole for himself with an open-
ing 73. Better play in Round 2 
wasn’t enough to make the cut, 
as Fowler and his audio system 
both slammed the trunk.

•  •  •
THIS WEEK’S AWARD 

WINNERS ... 
The Wait Continues: Tiger 

Woods. Woods sent social media 
spinning with the whereabouts of 
his yacht, Privacy, which headed 
north to Georgia early last week. 

That put him within shouting 
distance of this week’s RBC Heri-
tage, where he could theoretically 
social distance on his boat while 
making his first appearance at 
Harbour Town since 1999. In-
stead, the entry deadline came 
and went without a peep from 
the reigning Masters champ. The 
Memorial still feels like the place 
where we’ll see him next.

Heartbreaking Tale: Camilo 
Villegas. The Colombian hasn’t 
been seen much in the last cou-
ple years, but he resurfaced at 
last week’s Korn Ferry Challenge 
and told reporters about his 
daughter Mia’s health struggles, 
as the 20-month old continues 
to battle brain and spinal tumors. 
Villegas has won four times on 
the PGA Tour and reached as 
high as No. 7 in the world in 
2008. With his head shaved in 
solidarity with his daughter who 
remains in the midst of chemo-
therapy, Villegas finished T-33 in 
Ponte Vedra Beach and will be 
an easy player to root for in the 
coming weeks.

Captain in Command: Steve 
Stricker. Ryder Cup officials an-
nounced last week that Stricker 
will have six picks at his disposal 
this year, two more than his origi-
nal allotment of four selections, to 
go with eight automatic qualifiers. 
Justin Thomas and Tiger Woods 
were suddenly on the outside 
looking for qualification, though 
both seem like logical picks in a 
few months’ time. Stricker now 
has more control over his roster 
than any of his American pre-
decessors, and the rule change 
seemed to signal that the biennial 
matches remain on track to be 
played in September, regardless 
of how many fans may be able to 
attend at Whistling Straits.

Not Turning Back: Justin 
Rose. Two years after a clinical 
victory at Colonial, Rose chal-
lenged once again before coming 
up one shot short. The English-
man’s T-3 finish came in his first 

start since he officially split from 
Honma, and his performance 
with a makeshift bag comes in 
stark contrast to an ice-cold start 
to the 2020 season. Yes, it’s 
only one week, but Rose seems 
content with his decision to shake 
up the bag.

Playing for a Bigger 
Cause: Harold Varner III and 
Joseph Bramlett. With nation-
wide protests unfolding over is-
sues of race, two of only four 
players with both Tour status 
and African-American heritage 
shined brightly. Varner received 
deserved kudos early in the week 
for his heartfelt take on the is-
sues surrounding George Floyd’s 
death, then went out and grabbed 
a share of the opening-round lead 
en route to a T-19 finish. Bram-
lett didn’t qualify for Colonial, but 
instead went to the Korn Ferry 
event and finished T-2 after four 
straight rounds in the 60s.

Win’s a win: Luke List. Like 
Bramlett, List is fully exempt on 
the PGA Tour this season but 
didn’t have enough status to earn 
an invite to Colonial. Instead he 
resumed his season at the Korn 
Ferry Challenge, where he earned 
his first win since 2012. List no-
tably lost a playoff to Thomas at 
the 2018 Honda Classic, but he 
hadn’t cracked the top 10 since 
the PGA Championship at Beth-
page. Now he’ll head back to the 
PGA Tour with a trophy and a 
little extra momentum.

Half a Century: Phil Mick-
elson (a day early). Mickelson 
turns 50 on Tuesday, marking a 
milestone for a player who has 
been one of the most popular on 
Tour for nearly three decades. 
Lefty spoke with optimism in 
his return to work at Colonial, 
but he left town with his third 
straight missed cut and will now 
have a chance to celebrate this 
week at home. Perhaps a cele-
bratory cup of proprietary coffee 
is called for. x
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A Microphone for Fowler, but It’s Not for Everyone on Tour
by DOUG FERGUSON

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 
CBS Sports says it was more 
aggressive in trying to get play-
ers to wear microphones on the 
PGA Tour, and it appears to 
have at least one volunteer for 
the Charles Schwab Challenge.

Justin Thomas is opposed to 
the idea. Jordan Spieth wants 
to see how it goes before decid-
ing, though he said one player 
in his group will be wearing a 
mic at Colonial. Spieth is play-
ing with Thomas and Rickie 
Fowler.

In a conference call leading 
up to the PGA Tour’s return, 
CBS laid out plans to have play-
ers speak briefly to a camera set 
up near a tee during the round 
and to get more players to wear 
mics during competition.

Mics are typical in exhibi-
tions, like the charity matches 
last month. Players generally 
have resisted wearing mics over 
the years, and there still are 
those who aren’t interested.

“That’s not me,” Thomas 
said, adding that his conversa-
tion with caddie Jimmy John-
son and other players in his 
group “is none of anybody’s 
business, no offense.”

Plus, he figures the boom 
mics on the course might pick 
up what he says, sometimes to 
his detriment.

“If I want somebody to know 
what I say, I’ll say it in a press 
conference, I’ll say it in an in-
terview or put it out on social 
media, whatever it is,” Thom-
as said. “But I personally am 
not one that would care to get 
mic’d out there.”

Jon Rahm could barely stifle 
a laugh. His emotions can be 
strong enough that they don’t 
need words, and he often vents 
to himself to clear the air. But 
to have that on TV?

“You’re asking me?” he said. 
“Honestly, I see the point, and 
I think people expect us to talk 
about much more interesting 
things than what we really do, 
so I don’t think it would be as 
entertaining as people think. 

Now, selfishly, because of who I 
am and I know how I am on the 
golf course, I wouldn’t support 
it, just because they might need 
a 20-, 30-second difference 
from live — might be a little bit 
delayed.”

Spieth wonders if the mic 
would be a distraction to the 
game, though he sees the merit, 
especially in the first month or 
so on the PGA Tour without 
spectators.

“I also see what an advantage 
it could have for the game if 
you’re able to mic some guys 
up, especially given there’s no 
crowd noise, so you get a little 
extra commentary from the 
players,” he said. “For me, I’d 
probably be quieter than I nor-
mally am if I’m mic’d up so I 
don’t keep on rambling, which 
might be a good thing for me.”

•  •  •
MONAHAN ACES
PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 

Monahan had gone 13 years 
since making a hole-in-one. Not 
only did his drought end while 
he was trying to put together 
the tour schedule during a pan-
demic, he made two in a span 
of six holes.

Monahan urged people when 
golf shut down to support the 
game by playing. One Sunday 
afternoon on the TPC Saw-
grass, he made an ace on the 
island-green 17th hole. Three 
days later, Monahan’s brother 
was in town, and so after anoth-
er conference call with his staff, 
he headed out to the back nine 
of the Stadium Course to join 
him. On the 13th hole, he made 
another hole-in-one.

“I didn’t hit a ball in the air the 
rest of the way,” he said.

That was his fifth hole-in-one. 
The last one before the pair? 
Monahan had to think. “What 
year did the Patriots lose the 
first Super Bowl to the Giants?” 
said Monahan, a New England 
native. Turns out it was 2007 
at Desert Mountain in Arizona.

These aces were different from 
the other three in one regard.

“Both balls came to rest on 

top of Styrofoam,” he said.
•  •  •

WINNER’S CIRCLE
The LPGA Tour is still six 

weeks away before resuming its 
schedule, but two of its members 
had that winning feeling last 
week in state opens against solid 
competition.

Jennifer Kupcho, the former 
NCAA champion at Wake Forest 
and inaugural Augusta National 
Women’s Amateur champion, 
shot 68 in the final round to win 
the Colorado Women’s Open by 
three shots over two-time LPGA 
winner Carlota Ciganda.

Kupcho, a Colorado native, 
won $50,000. She played only 
three LPGA events last year as 
a rookie in which she earned 
more, the biggest for $290,778 
for her runner-up finish at the 
Evian Championship.

It was her first professional 
victory.

Celine Boutier of France, who 
won her first LPGA event last 
year and made her debut in the 
Solheim Cup, won the Texas 
Women’s Open at Old American 
Golf Club near Dallas, where 
she lives. Boutier shot 67 in the 
final round to win by three over 
Cheyenne Knight, who won her 
first LPGA event last year at Old 
American.

•  •  •
KOREAN STAR POWER
Sungjae Im was playing golf 

at the TPC Tampa Bay during 

the COVID-19 shutdown when 
another player on the course 
recognized him and asked for 
a photo.

It was Hyun-jin Ryu, the South 
Korean lefty who starred for 
the Los Angeles Dodgers until 
signing as a free agent with the 
Toronto Blue Jays.

“I thought it was really cool that 
such an accomplished athlete and 
a mega star in South Korea — and 
here, as well — recognized me 
and wanted to take a picture 
with me,” Im said. “He didn’t 
really give me any advice, but 
we did talk and it was very cool 
getting to meet him.”

Im was a top performer in the 
Presidents Cup, won the Honda 
Classic and is leading the FedEx 
Cup standings.

•  •  •
STEEL WALKER
Jimmy Walker once switched 

to a 43-inch driver to help with 
accuracy. He returns to com-
petition this week with another 
throwback. Walker will be the 
first player in six years to use a 
driver with a steel shaft.

“It all started a couple of 
months ago,” Walker said. 
“We got home and there was 
nothing to do so I got out my 
original Titleist 970 fairway 
metal, started hitting it and 
was blown away by how well 
it worked. I remember it was 
the first club I ever had built by 
Titleist when I qualified for the 

Byron Nelson as an amateur 
in 2001. It was the first PGA 
Tour event I ever played. I had 
that club in the bag for the 
longest time.”

He called J.J. VanWezenbeeck 
at Titleist with the odd request, 
a box of shafts was found col-
lecting dust and Walker received 
first a fairway metal and then 
the driver.

The last player to use a steel 
shaft in his driver was Patrick 
Reed at Hilton Head in 2014. 
Walker was among the last play-
ers to use a steel shaft for drivers 
until finally switching over to 
graphite in 2008.

•  •  •
DIVOTS
Augusta National has acquired 

a 169,000-square-foot shopping 
center for $26 million, which The 
Augusta Chronicle reports is the 
club’s most expensive real estate 
purchase. The shopping center 
is across from Washington Road 
from the club’s northwest bound-
ary. The newspaper says Augusta 
National, through affiliated com-
panies, has acquired more than 
110 acres of property surrounding 
the club in the last 20 years. ... 
Jordan Spieth has a new look on 
his golf bag for the next two weeks 
— purple in tone with “HBO 
MAX,” the live streaming service 
purchased by AT&T, with whom 
Spieth has a longtime endorse-
ment. ... Ryan Palmer is in the 
winner’s category when it comes 
to the draw and when he tees 
off. As a member at Colonial, he 
was put in the first group so he 
could hit the opening tee shot.

•  •  •
STAT OF THE WEEK
Colin Morikawa has played 21 

PGA Tour events without miss-
ing a cut, one as an amateur. He 
is in the field at Colonial.

•  •  •
FINAL WORD
“Everyone is going to try to find 

the worst in everything, and the 
best we handle ourselves in this 
situation, the least we’ll hear about 
that.” — Harold Varner III on the 
PGA Tour returning following 
the COVID-19 shutdown. x

Rickie Fowler sets up for his tee shot on the 15th hole during the third 
round of the Arnold Palmer Invitational on March 7 in Orlando, Fla. (AP)

12,600 trees in what will long 
be regarded as one of the most 
definitive architectural renais-
sances in golf history.” From 
Merion outside Philadelphia 
to Los Angeles Country Club 
North, hundreds of courses fol-
lowed the trend. Even Winged 
Foot in Mamaroneck, N.Y., 
which once subtitled its club 
history The Golf, the People 
and the Friendly Trees, re-
moved those affable trees by 
the thousands.

What started as an under-
ground maneuver in cover of 
darkness eventually went main-
stream, and the first writer to 
examine the movement was 
Senior Editor Peter McCleery 
with this story called “Mission 

Unpopular” in October 2002. 
McCleery wrote and edited fea-
tures for Golf Digest since join-
ing the staff in the early 1980s, 
but his specialty was investiga-
tive reporting and TV criticism. 
He also pioneered the use of 
reader surveys as a regular fix-
ture of the magazine, for exam-
ple, identifying Johnny Miller 
as the most loved and most 
hated announcer in golf—pure 
gold for a player agent to sell. 
McCleery was not averse to 
digging into controversy, so 
the subject of tree removal cap-
tured his imagination as clubs 
across the country, then as 
now, continue to debate the 
subject. —Jerry Tarde

In the beginning there were 
no trees on golf courses, “links” 

land being particularly inhospi-
table. Many of America’s most 
notable courses also had barren 
beginnings, but over time trees 
were planted and the “park-
land” concept took hold. Indeed, 
so deeply rooted are trees with 
American golf that approxi-
mately one in every 10 courses 
has some kind of leafy refer-
ence in its name (all those Oak 
Trees and Shady Oaks). But as 
those beloved trees mature and 
branches spread, they become 
problems, impacting playability 
and turf quality. Courses nation-
wide are now coming to grips 
with the emotionally and politi-
cally charged realities of tree re-
moval, sometimes on a massive 
scale. Call it the de-treeing of 
American golf. 

Nowhere is this reversal or 
“restoration” more apparent than 
at Oakmont Country Club outside 
Pittsburgh. The home of multiple 
U.S. Opens has gone through 
a decade-long program of tree 
removal that is ongoing. It started 
one day when head pro Bob Ford 
ushered a group of members out 
to a “double hazard” on the first 
hole—a bunker with tree trouble 
between it and the fairway. “See 
this?” Ford said. “Something’s 
gotta go here.”

But when Oakmont’s tree-re-
moval process began in earnest 
in the mid-1990s, it took place 
surreptitiously, as it often does 
to avoid detection by tree-loving 
members. Former Oakmont su-
perintendent Mark Kuhns assem-
bled a SWAT team of 12 work-

ers assigned to different tasks, 
with headlights showing the way. 
Their days would start at 4 a.m., 
while members were still asleep. 
Huge tarps were spread out as 
the crew cut down trees, mainly 
pin oaks, then hauled the limbs 
into no man’s land. A stump 
grinder was on hand, and two 
high-powered vacuums sucked 
up leaves. The greens chairman 
and an 18-member club board 
were behind the plan, but the 
bulk of the members were kept 
in the dark.

“We took down so many trees 
before anybody knew what was 
going on,” Kuhns says. 

The crew was working on re-
moving a grove of 13 large pin 
oaks dividing the 12th hole and 
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the 13th green. “We got down 
to three of them still standing 
when somebody noticed what 
was going on,” Kuhns says. 
“Then they caught up to my 
chairman, and it became a very 
sour issue.”

At one full membership meet-
ing, former greens chairman 
Banks Smith recalls that all those 
opposed to removing more trees 
sat aggressively in the front 
rows, while those on board with 
the program “ordered a drink 
and went to play cards.”

There were factions, a threat-
ened petition, prayers for the 
trees’ survival from a neighbor-
ing church, even a whiff of a law-
suit. But after much quiet per-
suasion, politicking, four greens 
chairmen and, in the end, 3,500 
felled trees, Oakmont has been 
fully and magnificently restored. 
Sure, a number of trees remain, 
but the emphasis is back on the 
bunkering and the dramatic con-
tours of its fairways and greens. 
A round there this spring with 
three of those former greens 
chairmen revealed the zeal of 
their mission, with remaining 
trees still being discussed and 
targeted. “Those have to go,” 
the group agreed about a grove 
of three trees left of the 18th 
fairway.

“They used to say that you 
could see almost every hole at 
Oakmont from the second story 
of the clubhouse,” says Bill Fal-
lon, general chairman for the 
2003 U.S. Amateur at Oak-
mont. “Now we’ve almost got 
that back. You can now see the 
vistas from fairway to fairway or 
across several fairways. We’ve 
rediscovered the beauty and ge-
nius of Henry Fownes.”

Opposition, Then Acclaim
The thinned-out Oakmont 

stands as a beacon for others 
embarking on the hazardous path 
to de-treeing their courses. “If any 
club thinks they would be hurting 
themselves by cutting down a 
few trees, go look at Oakmont 
and see what they’ve done,” says 
Tom Meeks, the USGA’s senior 
director of rules and competi-
tions. “They are the leaders in 
the clubhouse.” Representatives 
from numerous other clubs al-
ready have made the pilgrimage 
to Oakmont for inspiration.

Tree-removal programs have 
transformed many of America’s 
100 Greatest Golf Courses, in-
cluding Merion, Winged Foot, 
Medinah, National Golf Links 
of America, Oak Hill, Garden 
City and Baltusrol. In the publinx 
arena, Tension Park, the hus-
tlers’ paradise in Dallas, removed 
trees as part of a restoration pro-
gram—but not without a fight.

A.W. Tillinghast discovered the 
perils of tree removal years ago. 
“I sometimes take my very life in 
my hands when I suggest that a 
certain tree happens to be spoil-
ing a pretty good golf hole,” he 
wrote in 1937.

Today, the process usually fol-
lows a similar pattern to Oak-

mont’s initial wariness, if not out-
right opposition, giving way to 
an almost unanimous embracing 
of the results. So complete is the 
memberships’ turnaround at Oak-
mont, jokes Mark Studer, another 
former greens chairman, that 
“people who were never involved 
are now trying to take the credit” 
for the project’s success. (One 
notable exception to the move-
ment: Augusta National, which 
has planted more than 250 trees 
while tightening driving areas as 
part of its design overhaul by ar-
chitect Tom Fazio.)

“No one that I know who has 
any feel for aesthetics or nature 
has anything negative to say 
about trees,” Fazio says. “How 
can anyone not like them? God 
put them here to give us shade 
and shelter. But I don’t know 
that anybody really thought about 
them relative to golf. They just 
always assumed they were a pos-
itive influence.”

John O’Neill is a member of 
the USGA Executive Committee 
who has been advocating tree 
removal since the late 1970s, 
when he was greens chairman at 
his home course on Long Island, 
Westhampton Country Club. 
O’Neill says the awakening to 
the need for more active, ongoing 
tree maintenance is long overdue. 
“It’s like painting a room that 
hasn’t been painted in a long 
time,” he says of the process. 
“You think the room looks fine 
until you get in there and realize, 
‘Oh my gosh, this looks pretty 
shabby.’ The leading clubs are 
very important. If Oakmont does 
it, removing trees becomes a lot 
more legitimate for other clubs.”

‘Trees Sneak Up on You’ 
Jim Snow, national director 

of the USGA’s Green Section, 
has given seminars around the 
world in which he labels trees the 
biggest problem facing American 
golf agronomy. “Trees are a nat-
ural part of our landscape, and 
they serve a lot of practical pur-
poses on courses, strategic as well 
as aesthetic,” Snow says. “But 
trees sneak up on you. They get 
bigger little by little, and over 20 
to 30 years they have a huge im-
pact on golf courses, even though 
people around them all the time 
don’t realize what’s happening.” 
Snow says golfers only need look 
in their own back yards to be re-
minded of the inherent difficulty 
of growing grass beneath trees.

Agronomy experts say there’s 
a simple non-negotiable tradeoff 
between turf and trees. Turf needs 
sun and air to thrive, and if trees 
are blocking that, something’s 
got to give. Trees that overhang 
greens and tees create the most 
problems, mainly because those 
areas get the most foot traffic. 

Because trees on the south and 
east side of greens block the sun 
for more hours than any others, 
they are the most problematic. “If 
you want a tree close to a green, 
put it on the north side,” Fazio 
says. The golf-course superinten-
dents’ treatise on the subject is 
titled, tellingly: “Shaded Greens: 

Turf, Trees and Politics.

Paying the Price for 
Overplanting

Tree-planting programs that 
were popular in the 1960s and 
’70s during the “make America 
beautiful” movement were often 
carried out haphazardly, with dif-
ferent species placed too close 
together. Trees get in the way of 
each other and sap nutrients from 
the soil if not properly spaced.

Some influential golf people 
are hard-liners when it comes to 
hardwoods. Asked about trees, 
USGA President Reed Mackenzie 
says, “I hate them.” Why? Three 
reasons, really: The agronom-
ics (“Trees end up costing you 
a lot of money; you get areas 
where you can’t grow grass”), 
the emotions they stir (“People 
become attached to trees, and 
their attachment is irrational”) 
and the practical realities (“Trees 
get diseased and they fall down”).

Others, including noted archi-
tect Jack Nicklaus, take a more 
balanced approach. Nicklaus 
cites Pinehurst No. 2 as the “best 
course I know of from a tree-us-
age standpoint. It’s a totally tree-
lined golf course without one tree 
in the playing strategy of that golf 
course. I love what Donald Ross 
used to do at Pinehurst. Every 
year Ross would walk through 
the trees and say, ‘That tree has 
gotten too big; you can’t play a 
recovery shot from in there any-
more. Take that tree out and cut 
the branches off that one.’ Then 
if you hit it in there, you could 
get in and play a recovery shot 
back out. Too many trees prevent 
recovery shots, and I think the 
recovery shot is a wonderful part 
if the game.” 

Safety issues also surround 
trees. Although healthy trees 
provide a buffer between holes, 
old, diseased or dying trees pose 
real dangers. “We’ve had a lot of 
trees fall down that were in that 
70-year-old range,” says Jim Lu-
cius, director of golf at San Fran-
cisco’s Olympic Club. “I often 
think that golf courses can die of 
old age because of trees.”

Selective pruning is often a 
tentative first step for clubs, but 
it doesn’t really get at the root of 
the problem. “Pruning improves 
light situations, but it doesn’t fix 
them,” says Scott Robinson, vice 
president of technical operations 
for ArborCom Technologies, a 
firm that provides computer-gen-
erated proof of how trees block 
sunlight to greens (see accom-
panying story). I’ve never seen a 
light-penetration problem solved 
by pruning alone.”

If you’ve ever seen electric fans 
on a golf course, you’ve proba-
bly noticed large trees nearby. 
Fans have been installed at many 
courses in the past decade to im-
prove the air circulation that trees 
inhibit. If those clubs would cut 
down some trees, “there might 
not be as many fans or a need 
to run them for the duration that 
they do,” says Clark Throssell, 
the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association director of research. 

Adds Snow: “Fans are expensive 
to run and something you’d just 
rather not see on a golf course. 
But a fan is better than dead 
grass.”

Thus far, the major thrust of 
tree removal has taken place at 
the older Eastern clubs where 
trees are older and bigger than in 
other parts of the country. West 
Coast courses also “seem to be a 
lot more tolerant of Poa annua in 
their greens,” says ArborCom’s 
Robinson, “and light require-
ments are a lot lower with Poa.”

The Still-Popular 
Off-Season Plan 

If overall tree removal is going 
more mainstream, it’s not quite 
out in the daylight. Secrecy still 
seems a big part of the process 
at some prominent clubs. “They 
don’t say much about it,” says an 
official at one of the big Eastern 
clubs, in hushed tones. “It’s a 
political bombshell.” Says John 
Zimmers, Oakmont’s superinten-
dent: “We still, to this day, do not 
just go out and cut a tree down. 
We do it in the morning or when 
the club is closed.” Members who 
return to a club that has been 
de-treed in winter tend to look 
around and notice something dif-
ferent, but they’re not sure what. 
“It’s amazing how little they do 
notice,” says USGA agronomist 
Kimberly Erusha.

Memorial trees, of course, can 
be especially sensitive. “They’re 
the worst,” Mackenzie says. “You 
can’t move grandpa’s tree.” Or 
can you? That’s pretty much what 
officials did at Oak Hill Country 
Club in Rochester, N.Y. Over the 
past 50 years, Oak Hill had dedi-
cated 35 trees for famous golfers 
on its “Hill of Fame” surrounding 
the par-5 13th hole.

As Oak Hill began removing 
troublesome trees, some mem-
bers became “very concerned” 
about the Hill of Fame, says Bill 
Reeves, an Oak Hill member and 
chairman of its Hill of Fame com-
mittee. “To us, those trees were 
almost sacred.”

But when members saw the 
rapidly improved condition on 
greens where other trees had 
come down, Reeves says it didn’t 
make sense to have “17 superb 
greens and one in mediocre con-
dition.” So Oak Hill decided to 
remove 13 trees on the Hill of 
Fame, including those dedicated 
to Dwight Eisenhower, Charlie 
Coe, Gerald Ford and Miller Bar-
ber. Nicklaus’ tree, on the south-
ern-exposure side, remains intact 
after some serious pruning.

“If we were to take down that 
tree,” says Oak Hill superinten-
dent Paul B. Latshaw, “it might 
solve all our light issues on that 
hole from here to eternity. I don’t 
know Jack Nicklaus, but knowing 
what he must know about agron-
omy, I’m sure he’d be supportive 
if it came to that.”

In an easy salve for the de-
throned, Oak Hill reaffixed those 
honorees’ plaques to other trees 
nearby. “We’ve got thousands of 
trees at Oak Hill,” Reeves says. 
“We’re not going to run out of 

trees.”
Thankfully, no one ever will. 

Which is probably why more and 
more of them are coming down.

Is Your Course 
Over-Treed?

How do you tell if your home 
course is over-treed? To para-
phrase Ben Hogan, don’t look 
up, look down, because the an-
swer is in the dirt. The health of 
the turf provides an important 
tipoff to a potential tree problem.

“You almost have to go by 
what’s happening to the grass,” 
says Jim Snow, national director 
of the USGA’s Green Section. In 
particular, greens under too much 
shade will be subject to a general 
thinning of the turf, or in extreme 
cases, no turf at all. When holes 
are in shady spots, traffic around 
the hole will exacerbate the wear 
and tear. And once the turf on 
a green loses its density, “that’s 
when the weeds will invade,” 
says Clark Throssell, director 
of research for the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of 
America. “When the turf isn’t that 
competitive, that’s where these 
other species get started.”

Tees also can be susceptible, 
and the telltale sign will be that 
only one portion of the tee is ever 
used, either because the shaded 
portion is in bad shape or because 
overhanging limbs or interloping 
trees ahead eliminate that angle. 
“Tees suffer a lot at the hands 
of golfers,” Throssell says. “Let-
ting the light in so the turf has a 
reasonable chance of recovery is 
very important.”

Should your club or course de-
cide to undertake a program of 
tree removal, John O’Neill of the 
USGA’s Executive Committee 
recommends a gradual approach. 
“Don’t shock the members,” he 
says. “Start slowly, taking down 
the trees that most affect agro-
nomics. Don’t take down stuff 
that could be the most controver-
sial. Get the members into it, and 
once they see results, they’ll get 
behind it.”

Beware the dreaded “dou-
ble hazards. ”This is when you 
hit into a fairway bunker, for ex-
ample, and also have a tree to 
deal with between you and the 
hole.

Exposed, above-ground 
tree roots. Not only dangerous 
for playing shots, but tree roots 
compete with the grass for soil 
nutrients.

A general sense of claustro-
phobia. If you start to feel as if 
you’re in a bowling alley instead 
of on a golf course, some serious 
tree removal might be required.

Where’s the rough? Most 
courses were designed to have 15 
to 20 yards of rough between the 
fairways and tree lines.

Overhanging limbs. From 
the middle of the fairway, you 
should be able to access any hole 
location on the green without 
tree trouble. “Your approach 
shot shouldn’t be obscured by 
tree limbs overhanging the green 
or the fairway,” O’Neill says. x
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Playing with McIlroy was De-
Chambeau, who was as buoyant 
as his partner was dispirited. De-
Chambeau had played the event 
four times and made the cut 
only once. He teed off Sunday 
three strokes behind Schauffele, 
the third-round leader, but with 

five birdies in a nine-hole stretch 
near the middle of his round, he 
charged into a tie for the lead.

DeChambeau’s 145-yard ap-
proach shot to the 17th green 
flew long and into a difficult spot 
to chip from behind the hole. He 
did not recover well from that 
predicament, and the ensuing 

bogey dampened his momen-
tum. Still, he had a chance to 
get into the playoff with a birdie 
attempt on 18 that he nearly 
holed.

DeChambeau, whose newly 
enhanced, musclebound upper 
body allowed him to smash tow-
ering drives that overpowered 
the venerable Colonial layout, 
was not cowed by his final hole 
failings.

“If I had putted well,” he said 
afterward, “I would have won 
by a lot this week. I’m very en-
couraged.”

Berger’s comeback comes 
after a confusing, debilitating 
injury sustained in 2018. After 
tying for a sixth-place finish at 
the 2018 United States Open, 
he felt pain in his right index 
finger after hitting a shot at the 
tour’s next event, the Travel-
ers Championship. Berger tried 
playing through the pain for 
months, but the discomfort not 
only got worse, it led to an in-
flammation of his right wrist. An 
extended rest was the medically 
recommended course of action.

While Berger made strides in 
2019, it wasn’t until this spring 
that he seemed to regain his old 
form, with a tie for ninth, a tie for 
fifth and a tie for fourth in three 
successive tour events. Berger 
said the health setbacks to his 
career helped motivate him.

“There was so many times 

today where I could have given 
it up or let the pressure get to 
me,” he said. “But I hung in 
there and I played practically 
some of the best golf I’ve played 
during the last six years in the 
last five holes today.”

Harold Varner III — an early 
tournament leader who is one of 
the few black golfers on the elite 
professional tours and who was 
vocal last week in the discussion 
in golf about racial injustice — 
began the day in contention but 
had some costly missteps in the 
middle of his round on Sunday. 
He shot 72 and finished tied for 
19th.

Jordan Spieth, the three-time 
major champion whose game 

before the shutdown had been 
wildly inconsistent for several 
months, concluded what was 
an uplifting tournament for him 
with an uneven 71 that included 
four birdies and five bogeys. He 
finished tied for 10th.

Spieth was nonetheless feeling 
refreshed, and not just because 
he was back playing competitive 
golf again.

“I definitely see progress,” Spi-
eth said. “I knew coming in that 
I didn’t have all the tools. Didn’t 
have all my weapons yet. But I 
certainly gained more this week, 
gained a lot of confidence.” x
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Tracking the COVID-19 Effect on Rounds 
Golf has been well-positioned 

throughout the pandemic as a 
healthy and safe outdoor activity, 
and because of this unique advan-
tage there’s been a lot of curiosity 
of late about the effects on rounds 
and participation overall. Over 
the past few weeks we’ve received 
and shared a number of anecdotal 
reports suggesting a mini surge in 
engagement — full tee sheets, 
lapsed golfers making their re-
turn, more families and new 
faces out on the golf course, etc.

The data below, provided by 
our friends at Sagacity Golf, gives 
a deeper, data-driven look at 
engagement in several key golf 
markets, comparing 2020 week-
ly rounds volume to the same 
period over the previous three 
years. It’s noteworthy that the in-
crease in golf participation is most 
pronounced in markets that had 
restrictions on golf operations, a 
clear sign of pent-up demand. The 
question for the industry going for-
ward is whether this momentum 
can be sustained as more activities 
and businesses “return to normal.” 
Will there be a renewed appreci-
ation for the outdoor escape and 
the inherent social distancing that 
golf provides, or will the return of 
family pursuits like youth sports 
bite into the surge in participation 
in the months ahead? We’ll keep 
our eye on it.

Most core golfers (82%) 
have recently scratched their 
“golf itch,” and as many ex-
pect to get out to play in the 

next couple of weeks. This 
should begin to drive other 
golf spending, on consum-
ables and durables alike.

In May, as restrictions on 
golf course operations began 
to lift and COVID-19 anxiety 
levels lowered, most Core golfers 
began making their way back to 
the course. That’s great news on 
its own, but the better news is 
that most of them expect to re-
turn in the next couple of weeks, 
which should boost consumable 
spending (e.g.: balls, gloves, 
shoes and apparel), and, hopeful-
ly, spending on golf clubs as well.

The inclination to get out 
and play golf goes against 
the broader trend toward a 
“homebody economy.”

Among golfers and non-golf-
ers alike, there is still widespread 
reluctance to resume normal 
activities outside the home. This 
might be an advantage for golf, 
potentially leaving more discre-
tionary dollars for things con-
sumers are doing and using, 
from health and home products 
to golf and other safe recreation 
(a Peloton bike or other workout 
and home-gym products).

Golfer financial outlooks 
have improved measurably 
in June. Their spending has 
begun to open up, too.  

As the pandemic wears on, 
the outlook seems to improve 
for golf, with fewer Core golfers 
showing serious financial vul-
nerability. Many of them contin-

ue to add to their discretionary 
budgets, either by decision or 
because of the limitations in lei-
sure spend created by business 
shutdowns and regulations.

But spending seems to be open-
ing up. This past week, 10% fewer 
reported that they were still con-
trolling (or being forced to control) 
their spending in response to the 
pandemic, and 6% more reported 
having made at least one unex-
pected ‘big ticket’ purchase over 
the past 30 days — a sign of 
growing confidence.

While distancing guide-
lines remain in place, more 
than half of golfers now say 
they’re comfortable being 
within 3 feet of those out-
side their home.

This measure is a bit of a Catch-
22 — you’d of course prefer that 
people respect distancing guide-
lines, but at the same time there is 
a heavy economic cost to distance 
anxiety and mitigation efforts to 
slow the spread. The minimal 
hope here — selfishly, you could 
say — is that golfers at least 
respect these spacing guidelines 
at the golf course, as official 
opinions on golf’s safety as a 
recreational activity can change 
based on golfer and operator 
behaviors.

Golf retail stores climb 
past 90% open

An estimated 92% of off-
course golf retail stores are now 
open, up from 84% last week 
and 61% a month ago amid 

eased restrictions on retail and 
other businesses. This is the 
equivalent of 94% of total off-
course square footage.

In early April, 96% of the 6.5 
million square feet of total off-
course golf specialty space had 
been closed to in-store traffic.

There’s no difference between 
independent/regional retailers 
and the national stores such as 
PGA Tour Superstore, Golf Gal-
axy and Worldwide Golf Shops, 
as both have a 92% open rate.

Pro shops continue to re-
open nationwide

While some states still had 
mandates in place requiring pro 
shops and clubhouses to remain 
closed to customer traffic during 
the first week of June, the per-
centage of pro shops open for 
business has climbed to 84%. 
During the first week of May, 
only 36% of pro shops were 
open nationwide.

While this doesn’t necessar-
ily mean they’re fully open, as 
some may have limitations on 
occupancy, it’s an encourag-
ing trajectory. In the past week, 
10% of golfers reported buying 
something in a pro shop before 
or after their round.

Given that there are more 
than 14,000 golf facilities in 
the U.S., green grass pro shops 
collectively comprise about twice 
the total square footage of off-
course golf retail stores.

Over 80% of courses have 
F&B service

Approximately 81% of open 
golf courses report having an 
operational food & beverage 
service, up from 79% last week 
and 67% two weeks ago. F&B 
restrictions remain in place at 
many facilities, not unlike limita-
tions at pro shops and clubhous-
es. While some are operating 
restaurants in a limited capacity 
and/or beverage carts on the 
course, others are restricted to 
only grab-and-go service.

Trend in Course Openings
Less than 50% of golf courses 

were open to play for more than 
a month during the height of the 
coronavirus pandemic — a com-
bination of governmental efforts 
(state and local) to reduce the 
spread of the virus as well as 
seasonality (wintry weather in 
the northernmost parts of the 
country).

The percentage steadily in-
creased from the last week of 
April through mid-May as more 
than a dozen states lifted bans on 
golf while others — most notably 
California and Florida — eased 
significant local restrictions.

No states restrict play, though 
some golf courses (an increasing-
ly limited number) remain closed 
in metropolitan areas such as 
New York City and Chicago 
due to local government man-
dates. There are also a number 
of golf courses affiliated with 
resort properties that have yet 
to resume operations. x
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ADDITIONALLY

Collin Morikawa, right, watched as Berger sank the winning putt on the 
17th green. Berger now has three PGA Tour victories in his career and 
four top-10 finishes in 2020. (Ronald Martinez/Getty Images)

Nerve-Racking
(Continued from Page 2)
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