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Big Break: How Long Layoffs Impact Players
by DYLAN BEIRNE

We are less than three weeks 
away from the PGA TOUR’s 
official return at the Charles 
Schwab Challenge. More than 
90 days will have passed be-
tween the cancellation of THE 
PLAYERS and the TOUR’s re-
sumption of play.

When THE PLAYERS was 
canceled back in March, a cloud 
of uncertainty was hanging over 
golf and the world around it.

Nobody knew when we would 
see the world’s best tee it up Brandt Snedeker hits a drive at THE PLAYERS Championship in 2020. 

(Cliff Hawkins/Getty Images)

How to Beat the Heat on the Golf Course
by JON TATTERSALL, PGA
As we get set to embark on 

the summer months and tem-
peratures begin to rise across 
the country, the heat presents 
another challenge when golfers 
hit the links. 

Whatever conditions the weath-
er delivers, the key for players is 
to be prepared — mentally and 
physically — for less-than-ideal 
conditions.

So if you’re playing golf now, 
and I hope you are, can you take 
steps to better prepare yourself? 

A Quiet, Measured Response 
From Golf on Civil Unrest

by DOUG FERGUSON
Golf has never been known to 

move quickly.
Harold Varner III illustrated as 

much with thoughtful observa-
tions he posted on social media 
after civil unrest in America over 
the weekend reached levels not 
seen in more than 50 years.

“I’ve received more messages 
than ever before, mostly from 
people who wanted me to speak 
up immediately because of who 
I am. I AM BLACK,” his post 
began. “But it’s not helpful to 
anyone when impulsive, passion-
ate reaction takes precedence 
over clear-minded thought.”

What followed from Varner, 
one of three PGA Tour mem-

In this March 5 photo, Harold Varner III watches his putt on the ninth 
green during the first round of the Arnold Palmer Invitational golf tour-
nament in Orlando, Fla. Varner, one of three players of black heritage on 
the PGA Tour, wrote a thoughtful post about the killing of George Floyd 
and the civil unrest. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)Response — PAGE 5

Plane Crashes at Golf Course

by JACK SEDDON
Humboldt Golf and Country 

Club in Tennessee received a 
shock on Friday afternoon, when 
a small plane came crashing 
down into a brick wall.

The plane was spotted coming 
towards the golf and country 
club by Chloe Wilkes, who was 
an on-duty lifeguard at the pool 
with her friend and colleague 
Audrey Reasons.

Both Wilkes and Reasons 
spotted the plane heading to-
wards the golf club just before 
noon on Friday.

“You just didn’t get a chance 
to think about it. You really just 
had to react,” said Wilkes.

“I got over there, I said, 
‘There’s a plane coming, get 
out of the pool’. I grabbed my 
phone and I called 911,” Wilkes 
added. “It seemed like it was 
coming a lot faster than it was. 
By the time it had hit the fence, 

it had slowed down some. I feel 
like when it landed, it kind of hit 
wrong. So it slowed down by the 
time it got to the fence.”

Although the plane had slowed 
slightly before the crash, it still 
managed to wipe out a brick 
wall and fence surrounding the 
pool area.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration is investigating the inci-
dent, although the cause of the 
crash is currently unknown.

“It’s one of those moments 
where you’re like: Is this actually 
happening?” Wilkes said.

Both the pilot and passenger 
of the plane avoided any serious 
harm and were seen walking 
and cooperating with the inves-
tigators.

According to the FAA web-
site, the plane is registered 
to Seth Lockard of Lebanon, 
Tennessee. x

© GolfMagic.com Big Break — PAGE 12
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FedExCup Restart 
Looks to Be a Sprint 

To the Playoffs
by BEN EVERILL

The FedExCup standings will 
have not changed for three 
months once the PGA TOUR 
season resumes at the Charles 
Schwab Challenge in the second 
week of June.

Sungjae Im is still leading, fol-
lowed closely by 2017 FedEx-
Cup champ Justin Thomas, with 
reigning champ Rory McIlroy in 
third.

Meanwhile, Brooks Koepka, 
Justin Rose and Sergio Gar-
cia are among the big names 

needing to make significant 
moves just to make the top 125 
that start the Playoffs at THE 
NORTHERN TRUST.

The COVID-19 pandemic and 
the resulting cancellations and 
postponements of tournaments 
leaves just 11 eligible tourna-
ments over a 10-week stretch for 
players to qualify for the Playoffs 
and a chance at the $15 million 
bonus that comes with the sea-
son-long FedExCup crown.

While the top 125 will not 
Sprint — PAGE 6
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Mulligans
News, Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes from the Local Golfing Community

RDGA Championship Going to Oak Hill CC in 2021; 
Brook-Lea CC to Host 2020 District Championship

Last Thursday, the Roches-
ter District Golf Association an-
nounced, after working closely 
with Oak Hill Country Club, that 
the 2021 RDGA District Champi-
onship John H. Ryan Jr. Memo-
rial will be hosted at Oak Hill next 
July — with the third and final 
round being conducted on the 
club’s East Course, the famed 
and newly restored Donald Ross 
masterpiece.

In conjunction with this an-
nouncement — and also working 
closely with Brook-Lea Country 
Club — the 2020 RDGA District 
Championship will now be host-

ed by Brook-Lea on July 17, 18 
and 19. This year’s Champion-
ship had originally been sched-
uled to be played on the West 
Course at Oak Hill a week later, 
from July 23 to 25.

“The Oak Hill leadership has 
diligently worked with the RDGA 
in navigating all the changes due 
to COVID-19, and even further 
stepped up in agreeing to have 
the final day of the 2021 Cham-
pionship on the East Course.  
They have been so supportive 
and generous in wanting to 
share the new East with our 
community” said RDGA Exec-

utive Director Tim Vangellow.
The reasons for this change of 

venue began from concerns over 
COVID-19 restrictions — howev-
er, during these discussions, the 
move to 2021 for hosting the 
RDGA District Championship at 
Oak Hill came to mean that the 
RDGA and its members would 
be able to experience the unique 
challenge of competing for its 
premier Championship on one 
of the most storied venues in all 
of golf.

Through the years, the East 
Course at Oak Hill has hosted 
11 of golf’s major champion-
ships, including the U.S. Open, 
PGA Championship, Ryder Cup 
and most recently, last year’s Se-

nior PGA Championship. Since 
the end of the 2019 season, 
Oak Hill has transformed its East 
Course, restoring the layout as 
close to Ross’ original design as 
possible. Next year, local golfers 
will be able to experience these 
changes first hand when the 
RDGA District Championship is 
played there in 2021.

With this year’s RDGA Dis-
trict Championship moving 
to Brook-Lea Country Club, 
RDGA members will have the 
opportunity to experience an-
other one of Rochester’s orig-
inal Donald Ross-designed 
gems — one that also opened 
in 1926, the same year that 
Oak Hill’s East Course opened.

One of the original founding 
member clubs of the RDGA, 
Brook-Lea has hosted the RDGA 
District Championship 11 times 
–the last time more than 10 
years ago, when a young Gavin 
Hall captured the first of three 
RDGA Championship titles in 
2009.

“We are grateful to the mem-
bership at Brook-Lea for their 
willingness to host the Champi-
onship this year. It’s going to be 
very exciting!” said Vangellow.

Registration for the 2020 
RDGA District Championship 
John H. Ryan Jr. Memorial con-
tinues to be open for exempt play-
ers through June 23 — while 

A NEW HOST, A CLASSIC VENUE: A view of the 10th hole at Brook-Lea Country Club in Gates. 
Next month, the RDGA District Championship John H. Ryan Jr. Memorial will be hosted there for the 
first time in 11 years. Oak Hill Country Club, which was originally slated to host the Championship 
this year, will host it instead in 2021. (Dave Eaton/RDGA)

Mulligans — PAGE 4

Philadelphia PGA Pro Killed in Storm 
After Tree Crashes Into Clubhouse

by RYAN YOUNG
A PGA pro died this week at 

his course in Philadelphia after a 
tree fell onto the pro shop and 
cart barn during a storm, accord-
ing to Golf Digest. 

Justin Riegel, the head pro-
fessional at Philmont Country 
Club just north of Philadelphia, 
was helping bring carts in from 
the rain when a thunderstorm 
knocked down a tree into the 
buildings, killing him. He was 
38. 

“The storm blew in and every-
one was rushing in,” Kelli Pat-
rick, an employee at the course, 
told ABC 6, “and before we 
knew it a tree fell.

Riegel, per ABC 6, was one 
of four people killed during the 
storm. Two others were killed 
when trees were knocked down 
and landed on their respective 
cars, and the fourth was killed 
in a fire after a power line went 
down.

Riegel joined the golf course 
as its head pro last year, and 
recently was promoted to direc-
tor of golf there, according to 
Golf Digest. He’s held several 
assistant pro jobs before he was 
named the head professional for 
the first time at French Creek 
Golf Club in Elverson, Pennsyl-
vania, in 2015. 

His girlfriend, per the report, 

is due to give birth to their first 
son later this month, too. 

“Justin was one the most car-
ing individuals you could ever 
come across,” a GoFundMe 
page set up to help his family 
read, in part. “He was that guy 
who would call just to see how 
you’re doing and make sure ev-
erything was great in your life 
... Unfortunately after a horrific 
accident at work on Wednesday 
he will never have the opportu-
nity to meet his son. 

“Justin was not just a fantastic 
golf professional, but he was a 
special person to everyone he 
came in contact with.” x

© Yahoo Sports
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All-Time Power Rankings: Memorial 
Tournament Presented by Nationwide

by ROB BOLTON
Every passing day without an-

other postponement of the re-
sumption of the 2019-20 PGA 
TOUR season has multiplied 
the likelihood for the Charles 
Schwab Challenge to serve as 
the reentry as rescheduled on 
June 11-14. Still, given this un-
precedented and uncertain time, 
even the most hopeful will con-
tinue to hold their breath until 
they believe it when they see it.

It’s within the faith of live ac-
tion returning next week that we 
present what should be the final 
installment of our all-time Power 
Rankings series.

Like the last edition for the 
Schwab two weeks ago and the 
PGA Championship before it, 
the Memorial Tournament pre-
sented by Nationwide also will 
be contested later than origi-
nally scheduled. When it is on 
July 16-19, a field of 144 will 
convene in Dublin, Ohio. That’s 
24 golfers larger than usual to 
accommodate the loss of playing 
time due to the pandemic, but 
Muirfield Village Golf Club is the 
only course ever to host. This 
year’s tournament will be the 
45th edition.

15. Payne Stewart … 
Once he first qualified in 1982, 
he didn’t miss one all the way 
through his final appearance in 
1999. En route to seven top 10s 
among 11 top 25s, he finished 
alone in second place in 1990 
and third place four times.

14. Jay Haas … If we were 
to consider non-winners of every 
event for a single, all-time Power 
Rankings, he’d be included with 
his record at Muirfield Village. 
Since debuting with a T10 in 
1978 and extending through 
a T29 in 2006, he didn’t miss 
an edition. His total of 27 cuts 
made is five more than any other 
golfer in tournament history, yet 
he fared no better than a T4 in 
1993. Logged nine top 10s, in-
cluding a T8 at age 50 in 2004, 
and another eight top 25s, the 
last a T21 as a 51-year-old in 
2005.

13. Paul Azinger … The 
1993 champ already was on a 
solid run sparked by a T10 in 
his tournament debut in 1985. 
The victory was his fifth top 15 

of an 8-for-8 burst, but he piled 
on with a T5 in 2000 and a T2 
in 2001. His 10th-place finish 
at the age of 46 was the last of 
six top 10s at Muirfield Village 
and 112 career top 10s on the 
PGA TOUR.

12. Ernie Els … In his first 
21 appearances, he missed only 
two cuts against 19 paydays. 
The highlight of six top 10s and 
11 top 20s was a four-stroke 
victory in 2004. The Big Easy 
also shared runner-up honors 
in 2000.

11. Vijay Singh … His only 
win in 25 appearances occurred 
in the 1997 edition that was 
shortened to 54 holes due to 
inclement weather, but he had 
four more top-five finishes, in-
cluding a solo second in 1999. 
The most recent of 13 top 25s 
was a T11 as a 52-year-old in 
2015.

10. Fred Couples … Among 
those who dedicated time to the 
tournament extending more than 
30 years — as he did with 22 
appearances from 1982-2013 
— his track record is one of the 
strangest. After building to a T3 
in 1990, he sat out until 1993 
and finished T4. Another hia-
tus followed, this time for four 
years, before he returned to win 
in 1998, and by four strokes at 
that. He was a mainstay again 
and added a pair of top 15s 
before going 2nd-2nd in 2004 
and 2005. In sum, Boom Boom 
is in the books with four podium 
finishes among six top 10s and 
11 top 25s.

9. Matt Kuchar … For a 
lanky sort that doesn’t hit it 
as far as his size suggests, and 
given his proclivity for tracks 
that reward precision off the tee, 
he’s thrived at Muirfield Village 
much more than it seems that 
he should on paper. Case in 
point, in 11 appearances from 
2007-2018, he recorded one 
win (2013) and a T2 (2011) 
among five top fives and seven 
top 10s. In fact, finished outside 
the top 15 only once during that 
stretch.

8. Justin Rose … Of those 
singled out on this page, no 
one has appeared at Muirfield 
Village fewer than his 13 times, 
which means that he’s made the 

most of his visits. His victory 
here in 2010 was his first career 
(of currently 10) on the PGA 
TOUR. He already had placed 
T2 in 2008 and he added a play-
off loss (to David Lingmerth) in 
2015. Of the Englishman’s 10 
cuts made, he’s finished in the 
top 10 seven times and inside 
the top 15 on two other occa-
sions.

7. Jim Furyk … Since first 
qualifying in 1995, he’s missed 
only one edition (due to recovery 
from wrist surgery in 2004), so 
you’d expect a man of his talent 
to make noise over time. And 
he has. He captured the title 
in 2002 and finished second in 
1997 and 2009. With two more 
top fives, another two top 10s 
and still another eight top 25s 
baked into a 21-for-24 record, 
he’s one of the best examples 
for how length isn’t required to 
succeed at Muirfield Village.

6. Jack Nicklaus … Be-
cause he’s the tournament host, 
this special review of the histo-
ry book wouldn’t be complete 
without his inclusion, not that 
it’s not deserved. After opening 
with a T8 in the first edition in 
1976, he prevailed in 1977 and 
1984. The Golden Bear scat-
tered another four top 10s and 
eight top 25s spanning his 30 
appearances, all consecutively 
through 2005. Fittingly, the last 
of his 506 career cuts made 
on the PGA TOUR occurred 
at Muirfield Village in 2004. At 
the age of 64, he finished T63 
(with Billy Andrade and Stuart 
Appleby) with a 1-under 71 in 
the final round when the field 
averaged 72.27.

5. Hale Irwin … One-ninth 
of his career first- and sec-
ond-place finishes on the PGA 
TOUR occurred at Muirfield 
Village. He won twice (1983, 
1985), he was victimized in two 
playoffs, including in the inau-
gural edition of 1976, and he 
finished T2. Altogether, he went 
for 10 top 15s in 18 appear-
ances. His last trip resulted in a 
T29 on the day after his 50th 
birthday in 1995.

4. Greg Norman … His one-
stroke victory at Muirfield Village 
in 1990 was the first of two 
editions shortened to 54 holes 
by inclement weather. When he 
won again in 1995, he also led 
by one after 54 holes before run-
ning away to a four-shot margin. 
With runners-up in 1994 and 
1997, he finished inside the top 
12 eight times from 1986-1997.

3. Tom Watson … He’s 
been a staple of our series, so 
it only makes sense that he ap-
pears once more and promi-
nently at that. Won twice in 20 
appearances at Muirfield Vil-
lage, including the penultimate 
of 39 career PGA TOUR victo-
ries in 1996 when he was three 
months shy of his 47th birthday. 
Also finished second in 1980 
and third twice. Amassed seven 
top 10s and another six top 20s.

2. Kenny Perry … When 
considering his profile, it’s more 
surprising that he flourished at 
Colonial Country Club. In the 
all-time Power Rankings for the 
Charles Schwab Challenge, he 
slotted No. 10 on the strength of 
two wins and a T2 among four 
top 10s. For such a cozy track, 
his success proved that he could 
adapt. Yes, 14 career victories is 
evidence enough, but it’s not terri-
bly shocking that he won at Muir-
field Village — his breakthrough 
on the TOUR occurred here in 
1991 — but it’s downright im-
pressive that he was the focus 
of three trophy presentations 
with titles in 2003 and 2008 to 
boot, the last at the age of 47. 
The Kentuckian also finished 
T3 in 2007 en route to six top 
10s and another seven top 25s 
among 19 cuts made.

1. Tiger Woods … We wrap 
our series with a prohibitive No. 
1. In 17 appearances, he’s won 
five times and hasn’t missed 
a cut. He’s not only the only 
champion to successfully de-
fend, he won three straight from 
1999-2001. Also picked off a 
pair of thirds and a T4 en route 
to nine top 10s and 13 top 25s. 
Now, depending on his schedule 
and performances leading up 
to this summer’s edition, the 
stars are this close to aligning 
for him to connect for his 83rd 
PGA TOUR victory. While he 
shares the all-time record with 
Sam Snead, the storybook will 
make room should Woods stand 
alone at the top in Jack Nicklaus’ 
backyard.

Honorable Mentions
Roger Maltbie … Before he 

settled into his long-time role as 
an on-course analyst for televi-
sion, he manufactured an im-
pressive PGA TOUR career. It 
included five victories, not the 

least of which was the inaugu-
ral edition of the Memorial in 
1976. He also recorded one 
of six career runner-up finishes 
on TOUR at Muirfield Village in 
1982 and one of four third-place 
finishes in the tournament in 
1984. All told, he had four top 
10s and a T24 in his first nine 
appearances.

Don Pooley … Clinches a 
nod here with a win (1987), a 
second (1986) and a T3 (1990). 
Those account for all three of 
his top 10s in 22 trips, but he 
recorded another six top 25s. 
In a PGA TOUR career that 
stretched 30 years, the native 
of Arizona totaled 15 podium 
finishes among 354 cuts made.

Hal Sutton … Without a 
fourth top 10 in the form of a 
T8 in 2000, K.J. Choi probably 
bumps him from this grouping. 
Choi’s win at Muirfield Village 
in 2007 was one of three top 
10s and nine top 25s among 
17 paydays. Sutton went 15-for-
19 with the 1986 title among 
his seven top 25s. His margin 
of victory of four strokes (over 
Don Pooley) stood as the tour-
nament record until Tom Leh-
man prevailed by five when he 
posted 20-under 268 in 1994. 
It remains the tournament record 
today.

David Frost … From 1987-
1997, he went 11-for-11 with 
a T2 (1988) and a T3 (1996) 
among seven top 10s and 10 
top 25s.

Scott Hoch … In 20 appear-
ances, he finished no better than 
T3 (in 1987), but it was one of 
three top fives, six top 10s and 
10 top 25s. He missed only one 
cut. None of the 18 winners not 
featured on this page had more 
than three top 10s and none of 
the other non-winners had more 
top 10s or top 25s. x
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Cheaters on Tour: ‘We Know Who They Are’

From the archive (August 
1996)

byTOM CALLAHAN
Editor’s note: In celebration 

of Golf Digest's 70th anniver-
sary, we’re revisiting the best 
literature and journalism we’ve 
ever published. 

Among golfers, the worst 
thing you can say about a 
person is that he’s a cheater. 
We don’t mean unknowingly 
violating the Rules of Golf; 
we’re talking full-on, premed-
itated, reprehensible, first-de-
gree cheating. Fortunately, it 
is rare.

The highest honor bestowed 
upon a golfer is not a green coat 
or a claret jug, it’s the Bob Jones 
Award for sportsmanship — the 
subtext for winning the award 
is a life of scrupulously play-
ing by the rules. The most fa-
mous parable about Jones has 
nothing to do with his Grand 
Slam of championships won in 
1930; it was in the 1925 U.S. 
Open he lost after calling a 
penalty on himself for causing 
his ball to inadvertently move 
when no one else saw it. Hailed 
for his honesty, Jones shook 
it off and said: “You might as 
well praise me for not robbing 
a bank.”

Tom Watson won the Bob 

Jones Award in 1987. Ben 
Crenshaw won it in 1991. Nick 
Price won it in 2005. Remem-
ber those names.

Rich  or  poor ,  low-  or 
high-handicapper, the often-re-
peated consensus is that people 
who cheat in life don’t necessar-
ily cheat at golf, but people who 
cheat at golf invariably cheat in 
life. The longtime Golf Digest 
columnist Tom Callahan consid-
ers this subject with the delicate 
touch of a surgeon. His scalpel’s 
cut is precise but leaves no blood 
on the table.  — Jerry Tarde

Nothing has been said this 
year in golf or in sports that 
rings with a sharper truth than 
the five words: “We know who 
they are.”

To a leading question in a 
dinner setting, Tom Watson ac-
knowledged in late winter that 
there were cheaters on the PGA 
Tour. “The game is a game of 
integrity,” he told an Australian 
interviewer in Melbourne, “but 
you are talking about money and 
you’re talking about livelihoods.”

Invited to name names, Wat-
son said icily, “We know who 
they are.”

As if candor were calumny, 
Tom was slammed in the U.S. 
for once again sticking his blue 

nose where it wasn’t wanted. 
But the slammers lost momen-
tum when Nick Price told the 
Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, 
“There are two [players] I know 
of for sure on tour who cheat 
and many others who I have 
come across in my travels. But 
once you do it, the guys all know 
who you are. Forever.”

While PGA patriots were ex-
tolling Jeff Sluman’s honesty 
at Bay Hill, Ben Crenshaw, of 
all gentle people, was saying, 
“Cheating is the absolute worst 
thing on tour, period. It’s like the 
people who play golf are one big 
family, and once you get cast out 
of the family, there’s no way to 
get back in.”

If that were literally so, Watson 
and Gary Player, Greg Norman 
and Mark McCumber, Nick Faldo 
and Sandy Lyle, Seve Ballesteros 
and Paul Azinger — and all the 
other jousters who have tilted 
bloodily over honor — would 
never know peace in each oth-
er’s company. (A few never will.) 
But time is a funny thing.

Many U.S. Opens ago, a large 
Californian named Lon Hinkle 
seemed to hang over young Bal-
lesteros like a gargoyle at every 
green. Asked about it afterward, 
Hinkle said in a measured tone: 
“He is a great young player, but 
he is going to have to learn to 
mark his ball like a professional.” 
Evidently, he did.

There’s an American star 
on tour who, long ago, in the 
crucible of the Q school, left a 
birdie putt on the lip and angrily 
whiffed the tap-in. With a face 

whiter than Gold Medal flour, 
he proceeded to the next tee 
and drove off as if it were still 
his honor.

His two playing partners were 
so stunned that they said noth-
ing. He won his card by more 
than a shot; all three qualified. 
But, late that night, the other 
two got to talking, and drinking, 
and one went to the telephone. 
“I just want you to know,” he 
said in the alcoholic mist, “that 
I saw what happened out there 
today, and you’ll have to live 
with it the rest of your life.” Only 
one word came back in rebuttal, 
softly: “OK.”

Maybe a higher sense of ob-
ligation, some extra quality of 
effort, comes out of such a lone-
ly start. Because, through the 
years, the player in question has 
gained the respect of the indus-
try. But there are still whispers. 
Perhaps that’s what Watson, 
Price and Crenshaw mean.

On the amateur level, the club 
level, the muny level, “We know 
who they are” is the truest fact 
of golf, and maybe the only con-
forming law.

An old Kentucky newsman, 
Mike Barry, used to announce 
on the first tee, “You fellows go 
ahead and play whatever game 
you want. I’ll be playing golf.” 
In other words, he wouldn’t 
be hitting a mulligan at No. 1, 
bumping his ball in the fairway 
or moving his coin to avoid an 
abrasion (“teeing it up on the 
green,” as Jim Colbert calls that 
popular practice).

By the average hacker’s code, 

none of these qualify as cheat-
ing, but they set a tone. Barry, 
who almost never broke 100, 
had a theory about amateur 
cheaters that is passed along 
here not for moralizing purposes 
but as a practical advice.

Mike was convinced the 
cheaters weren’t after his $2; 
they just wanted to shoot 88 in-
stead of 93. But their machina-
tions actually cost them strokes, 
and not just because teeing up 
a ball to miss a 3-wood is a ri-
diculous alternative to an honest 
8-iron.

Besides defaulting on their 
own confidence, they were 
throwing away golf’s most mys-
terious benefit, the springboard 
disguised as setback.

Jack Nicklaus will testify that 
he might never have won the 
1986 Masters without a spike 
mark that popped up in his path 
at 12. That bogey meant more 
than any par to his round. It was 
what propelled him on.

Barry lived a rich life and died 
well, surrounded by family. In 
a bonus of timing, he narrowly 
outlived his archrival, the well-
known governor, baseball com-
missioner and scoundrel, Happy 
Chandler.

When someone at Barry’s 
bedside recalled Ol’ Hap had 
“lied in state” at the Capitol, 
Mike came to for just an instant 
to say, “He lied in every state he 
ever went into.” Then he settled 
back to sleep the blissful sleep 
of those who always played the 
ball down. x

© GolfDigest.com

registration for all other players 
remains open for the two RDGA 
District Championship Qualifiers 
scheduled for June 24 at Reser-
voir Creek Golf Club and June 
28 at Chili Country Club. x

•  •  •
Deerfield G&CC to 
Host Special ‘Fun 
Day’ Honoring 2020 
Section V Girls Golf 

On Friday, June 12, Deerfield 
Golf & Country Club in Brock-
port will host a special “Fun 
Day” honoring the members 
of the 2020 Section V Girls 
High School Golf Team that 
would have been competing for 
the New York State Girls High 
School Championship, were it 
not for the closure of schools 

across the State due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The event 
is not an officially-sanctioned 
Section V tournament.

The day will include tee times 
beginning at 11 am, with mem-
bers of the Section V team 
being split into two equal teams 
playing scramble and best ball 
formats. Following play, the 
Rochester District Golf Associ-
ation will honor team members 
by presenting them with team 
shirts that would have been worn 
during the State finals.

The 2020 NYSPHSAA Girls 
Golf Championships — featuring 
the top high school girls golfers 
from all 11 Sections across New 
York State — would have been 
hosted by Deerfield this week-
end, June 5-7.

A sign of the times, partici-
pants in next Friday’s Fun Day 
at Deerfield will be following 
all the social distancing guide-
lines for golf that is required 
for Phase 2 in New York State, 
including remaining 6 feet apart, 
no bunker rakes, no touching 
flagsticks, etc. The event is not 
an officially-sanctioned Section 
V tournament, but rather, a day 
to recognize the top high school 
golfers in the Rochester area.

Special recognition will be 
given to graduating Class of 
2020 seniors Claire Yioulos 
(HFL High School), and Annie 
Glenning (Pittsford Sutherland), 
who will have a last day to cel-
ebrate their successes in high 
school golf before they head to 
college later this year. x
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bers of black heritage, was just 
that.

He referred to the “senseless 
killing” of George Floyd, the 
handcuffed black man who died 
last week when a white police 
officer in Minneapolis put a knee 
to the back of his neck until he 
stopped breathing. “To me, it 
was evil incarnate,” Varner said.

“There are objective truths in 
life. I think that’s one of them,” 
he wrote in his Monday post.

Varner also cautioned against 
single-minded thoughts, that one 
can be against police killing a 
man while saying that burning 
businesses and police stations 
is wrong.

“We can go beyond the trap of 
one-dimensional thinking. Once 
we do, our eyes will see the 
righteous, our hearts will feel the 
love, and we’ll have done more 
to honor all those subjected to 
evil and its vile nature,” he con-
cluded.

The more prominent voice 
is Tiger Woods, whose profile 
worldwide is so great that he 
chose early in his career not to 
get too opinionated on social 
issues.

One example was two years 
ago at Riviera, during Black His-
tory Month, when he was asked 
during a news conference what 
concerned him about the plight 
of black Americans. Woods was 
smart in his delivery, short on 
substance, when he said African 
Americans have had their share 
of struggles, it has gotten better 
and there’s room for improve-
ment.

Accurate and safe.
His tweet Monday night ar-

rived shortly before 10 p.m. in 
Florida. It began with his heart 
going out to Floyd, his loved 
ones and “all of us who are hurt-
ing right now.” And while he 
said he has “the utmost respect” 
for law enforcement and the 
training involved to know how, 
when and where to use force, 

“This shocking tragedy clearly 
crossed that line.”

Woods referenced the Rodney 
King riots in Los Angeles in 1992 
— he was a teenager growing up 
in neighboring Orange County — 
and said “education is the best 
path forward.”

“We can make our points 
without burning the very neigh-
borhoods we live in,” he said. “I 
hope that through constructive, 
honest conversations we can 
build a safer, unified society.”

Whether he said a little or a 
lot, Woods said something. That 
was important.

Voices need to be heard, espe-
cially relevant ones.

Golf doesn’t have many of 
those. It has a shabby history 
of inclusion, particularly when 
it comes to blacks, starting with 
the PGA of America taking until 
1961 to drop its “Caucasian-on-
ly clause.”

The PGA Tour now attracts 
the best from every corner of 
the globe. It can be an expensive 
game, yet not even the privi-
leged are assured of making it. 
Woods said in a 2009 interview 
on being the only black on tour, 
“It’s only going to become more 
difficult for African Americans 
now, because golf has opened 
up around the world.”

And so where does golf fit in 
the discussion of equality and 
justice?

The PGA Tour is the only 
major sports league that did not 
issue a public statement or ref-
erence the views of its players 
on the homepage of its website.

Would anyone have taken it 
seriously given the composition 
and color of the tour’s member-
ship?

Did it need to carve out a spot 
on the dais that already was 
crowded with voices from other 
sports that are far more germane 
to the issues?

Commissioner Jay Monah-
an was searching for answers 
over the weekend and ultimately 

chose to keep his thoughts with-
in the tour, sending a letter Mon-
day to his staff and then sharing 
it with the players.

“The hardships and injustices 
that have and continue to impact 
the African-American commu-
nity are painful to watch and 
difficult to comprehend,” Mona-
han wrote. “And as a citizen of 
this country and a leader of this 
organization, I must admit that 
I’m struggling with what my role 
should be. But I am determined 
to help and make a difference.”

Monahan said he had several 
“meaningful and emotional” con-
versations with colleagues and 
friends in the black community, 
“who — once again — showed 
me that sometimes listening and 
making a commitment to under-
stand are the only things you can 
offer, and that’s OK.”

“What I was left with was this,” 
he wrote. “Make no mistake about 
it — someone you know and 
care about is hurting right now, 
even if they haven’t told you 
that directly. ... And if anyone 
at the tour is hurting, we should 
all hurt.”

He also included a link from 
the Refinery29 website on the 
unseen pain blacks endure.

“Too often we just move on 
when we are not directly influ-
enced by the news of the day,” 
he wrote. “Yes, we have all 
been impacted by the global 
pandemic, but we should also 
be painfully aware and impact-
ed by the dividing lines in our 
country.

“We might not know exactly 
what to do right now, but we 
shouldn’t be deterred.”

The PGA Tour resumes next 
week at Colonial, back to its 
familiar world with little contro-
versy and ample privilege. No 
other sport does charity as well 
as golf. This issue requires more 
than that. 

If the best it can do is lis-
ten and commit to understand, 
that’s OK. x

Lee Hodges Fights Off Jim Furyk, Harris 
English to Win Back 2 Golf Challenge

by REX HOGGARD
ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Ga. — 

It’s not as though Lee Hodges 
hasn’t been in pressure situa-
tions before Saturday, and con-
sidering the relaxed atmosphere 
of the event he probably wasn’t 
expecting to feel any nerves.

But then he birdied the par-5 
15th hole on Sea Island Resort’s 
Seaside Course to move into a 
share of the individual lead at 
the Back 2 Golf Challenge, a 36-
hole, two-man team event fea-
turing PGA Tour players paired 
with their counterparts from the 
Korn Ferry Tour.

He was tied with Jim Furyk 
and Harris English — a major 
champion and a Tour winner, 
respectively.

“Exactly,” Hodges laughed. 

“The last couple of holes I was 
like, 'this feels like an actual tour-
nament.' I made birdie at 15 and 
saw I was tied and thought it was 
time to go.”

Hodges, a 24-year-old playing 
his second full season on the 
Korn Ferry Tour, birdied the last 
hole to finish at 10 under and 
win the event. Although he’s 
won plenty of prestigious events 
in his career given the proxim-
ity to golf’s restart next week 
he wasn’t taking the victory for 
granted.

Full-field list: No Tiger Woods, 
but Colonial is loaded

“It was just nice to get some 
juices flowing again. It gives me 
a lot of confidence going into the 

restart,” said Hodges, who was 
paired with Davis Love III in the 
team competition. “It was really 
cool, the last few holes Davis 
was helping me read putts and 
everything. It was nice to be in 
that position again.”

English finished second in the 
individual competition following 
four consecutive birdies to finish 
his round and Furyk tied for third 
place.

J.T. Poston and Ben Kohles 
won the team competition with 
an 18 under total.

Sea Island Resort donated 
$5,000 to the Coastal Georgia 
Foundation’s Emergency Needs 
Fund in Hodge’s name. x

© Golf Channel
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double as the cutoff for TOUR 
cards next season in this re-
duced schedule, it will remain 
the mark to get into THE 
NORTHERN TRUST, the first 
of three Playoffs events in the 
chase for the FedExCup.

Gone is the luxury of extend-
ed rest between starts for those 
sitting way back on the list, 
such as Koepka, who was just 
starting to find his feet again on 
a return from injury when the 
pandemic halted play in March.

The two-time PGA TOUR 
Player of the Year will now 
need to make the most of his 
starts when play resumes. Cur-
rently he sits a distant 213th 
with just 21 points from his 
five starts this season. It’s no 
wonder he’s already announced 
he’ll play Colonial; he’s made 
just one previous start at the 
Charles Schwab Challenge.

Among those not too far 
ahead of Koepka and still sitting 
on the outside of the current 
125 are some big European 
names, including: Past FedEx-
Cup champions Rose (203rd) 
and Henrik Stenson (192nd); 
the last two Open champions in 
Shane Lowry (140th) and Fran-
cesco Molinari (169th), along 
with Ryder Cup hopefuls Garcia 
(179th) and Ian Poulter (140th).

Meanwhile, Jim Furyk (168th) 
and Bill Haas (200th) join Sten-
son and Rose as past FedEx-
Cup champs currently on the 
outside looking in.

The past has shown that 
every shot counts, with mere 
fractions separating players 
from making the Playoffs and 
indeed moving on inside them. 
Just look at the list as we get set 
to restart.

Currently, 125th place is 
held by Ted Potter Jr. with 159 
points. Fabián Gómez is next 
up with 158.653. Less than 
four-tenths of a point would 
currently represent the differ-

ence of keeping your season 
alive versus being done early.

Although stars such as Dustin 
Johnson (111th), Jordan Spieth 
(110th), Rickie Fowler (94th), 
Jason Day (91st) and Phil Mick-
elson (89th) will begin the re-
start of the season inside the 
top 125, they certainly cannot 
expect to stay there without 
some decent results. Besides, 
the top 125 is just the first step.

Only the top 70 after THE 
NORTHERN TRUST make it 
to the BMW Championship and 
only the top 30 after that make 
the TOUR Championship for a 
shot at the FedExCup.

And while just making the 
TOUR Championship gives 
players a chance at the $15 
million, 30th place starts at East 
Lake 10 shots behind the lead-
er. The closer you are to the 
top of the points list the closer 
you are to the prize.

The good news is, with 500 
points for a win at most of the 
remaining tournaments (600 for 
the PGA Championship, 550 
for the World Golf Champion-
ships-Fed Ex St. Jude Invitation-
al and 300 for the Barracuda 
Championship), Koepka and 
others can make huge strides 
with just one big week.

Which brings us to those 
players at the other end of the 
spectrum. Those who have al-
ready positioned themselves to 
have a decent crack at the title 
and now hope to maintain the 
momentum despite the pro-
longed break.

Im, last season’s PGA TOUR 
Rookie of the Year, is the lead-
er — a remarkable nod to both 
his ironman will to play and his 
breakout win at The Honda 
Classic.

It is his ability to play week 
in and week out that might just 
ensure he is a huge chance 
to become the first player in 
history to back up a Rookie of 
the Year win with a FedExCup 

crown. Im has 14 starts to his 
name already this season and 
has a playoff loss and two thirds 
to go with his win.

The South Korean star had 
missed only one week – the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am 
– since playing the Sony Open 
in Hawaii in early January prior 
to the shutdown. Other play-
ers may need to adjust to a 
crammed schedule while Im 
can carry on what has thus far 
worked to his benefit.

Meanwhile, Thomas and 
McIlroy hope to chase him 
down. Thomas has two wins 
already this season to be just 
55 points behind Im’s total. 
McIlroy has six top-10s from 
his six starts, including a win 
and showed in the recent Tay-
lorMade Driving Relief skins 
game that his form is not far 
from where he left off.

Barring injury, this dynamic 
pair will no doubt be in the 
field at East Lake. McIlroy will 
be looking to be the first back-
to-back champion and the first 
three-time champion. Thomas 
will be looking to avenge a year 
ago when he started the TOUR 
Championship in top spot with 
the -10 handicap but failed to 
close the deal.

The other two players cur-
rently in the top five took two 
very different paths to get there. 
Brendon Todd was the star of 
the fall in the 2019 portion of 
the season, winning twice. With 
14 starts, he has a total of three 
top 10s but none have come 
since 2020 rolled around.

Webb Simpson on the other 
hand has played just five times 
to get himself into fifth on the 
standings. His form line reads 
T7 – P2 – 3 – P1 – T61. His 
win came over Tony Finau at 
the Waste Management Phoe-
nix Open in February after he 
had let the RSM Classic slip 
back in November.

Consistency has been com-
mon of late for Simpson. His 
last 12 starts of the 2018-19 
season all finished inside the 
top 30 before he continued it 
into the 2019-20 campaign.

Will Simpson continue to play 
a sparse schedule given his lofty 
spot? Perhaps … but then again 
perhaps not, given the open-
ing two courses of the restart 
in Colonial Country Club (two 
previous top fives) and Hilton 
Head (six top-16s including a 
runner up) have been proven 
venues for the former PLAY-
ERS Champion.

There is no doubt winning 
already this season does give 
a little more flexibility in taking 
weeks off during the crammed 
race to the finish but with such 
a tightly packed points list, it 
is not something to take for 
granted.

Australian Adam Scott has 
already touted his preference to 
delay his restart, something his 
win at The Genesis Invitational 
allows given it has helped him 
to 20th place. He can likely 
return to the U.S. from his Aus-

tralian base on his own terms 
but if he stays away too long, 
he will slide quickly.

The same can be said for 
Tiger Woods, who saw first-
hand how a limited schedule 
can bite your FedExCup hopes. 
Last season after winning the 
Masters, Woods was unable to 
get his back and knee fully fit 
and battled the rest of the way. 
It resulted in his falling out of 
contention at the BMW Cham-
pionship.

This time around his PGA 
TOUR record tying 82nd win 

at the ZOZO CHAMPIONSHIP 
has helped him to 28th spot on 
the FedExCup from just three 
starts. And the time off to rest 
seems to have helped if his 
impressive ball-striking at The 
Match: Champions For Charity 
is anything to go by.

How often Woods plays 
will be one of many fascinat-
ing subplots over the 10 week 
pre-Playoffs stretch. One thing 
is for sure — whoever does win 
the FedExCup will have well 
and truly earned it. x

© PGATour.com
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Make the Most of Your 
Bathroom Renovation

Adding additional bathroom 
space to your home or renovat-
ing an outdated lavatory can 
improve your home's usability 
and increase its value, too. To 
get the most practical bene-
fits and value out of your new 
space, there are several factors 
to consider.

Before you get started, take 
into account these consider-
ations about the design and 
function of your new bathroom 
from the remodeling experts at 
the National Association of the 
Remodeling Industry.

Space
A primary consideration is 

the available footprint to create 
your new bath. This is often a 
concern as children reach their 
teen years and also with ex-
panding families. If there aren't 
enough bathrooms in the house, 

you may want to add another, 
or it may be that you simply 
need to improve the layout and 
features to make better use of 
the existing space. For example, 
if the bath will be shared by 
multiple members of the family, 
a separation of the sinks from 
the rest of the room may be 
helpful.

Features
Determining how you will 

use your bathroom dictates the 
features you'll want to include. 
A guest or hall bath is likely to 
have far fewer features than 
a master bath but may share 
some similarities with a kids' 
bathroom. First, you'll need 
to make decisions about ba-
sics like lighting, the number 
of sinks and amount of counter 
space you'll need. 

If you like baths, you'll need 

to decide between a tub and 
shower combination unit or sep-
arate facilities. With a separate 
tub, the style you prefer may 
guide your overall design. The 
aesthetic for a bathroom with a 
focal point like a claw-foot tub 
is likely different from a jetted 
tub. 

Storage
Storage is one of the biggest 

concerns in any design, par-
ticularly in rooms as small as 
typical bathrooms. Carefully 
consider this aspect of the room 
during your pre-planning phase. 
To help determine how much 
space you need, make a list 
of all the items you need to 
store in the bathroom, includ-
ing cleaning agents, toiletries, 
linens, first aid items and med-
ications. 

It's a good idea to also think 
about where in the room you 
would like to store each of these 
items. You may want some of 
the toiletries in the shower area, 
while others will be used near 
the sink or dressing area. 

Sustainability
Many contemporary bath-

room fixtures are designed with 
sustainability in mind, so you 
can manage your water usage 
while still enjoying a water-rich 
environment. You can find wa-
ter-saving features on every-
thing from toilets to shower-
heads to even sink faucets.

Accessibility
Applying universal design 

principles to your project can 
promote safety and increase 
your home's appeal to a wider 
range of buyers in the future. In 
the bathroom, you can improve 
safety by incorporating non-slip 
flooring surfaces and ensuring 
the space is well-lit.

Other ideas include adjusting 
counter and toilet heights to 
make bathrooms more acces-
sible (wall-hung toilets should 
be approximately two inches 
higher). You could incorporate 
structural bracing around the 
tub, shower and toilet for grab 
bars. You might also consider a 
walk-in tub or stand-up shower 
with no threshold, levered han-
dles for faucets and an adjust-
able showerhead.

Find more ideas and inspira-
tion for your bathroom design 
at remodelingdoneright.com. H 

–Family Features/National Association of 
the Remodeling Industry
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Hire Professional Garage Door 
Repairmen for Efficient Service

by RICHARD JOHNSTON
The amount you spent on 

buying a garage door is a mas-
sive investment. You would 
not like that investment to go 
waste and do your best keep the 
garage door working smooth-
ly. Regular maintenance of the 
door will surely keep any glitch 
away. But, in our extremely 
busy routine we all tend to ig-
nore some minor malfunctions 
in the working of our garage 
door and finally, they take the 

form of major trouble. There are 
many people who are suffering 
form same problem and trying 
to find a suitable solution. A 
piece of advice for these people, 
hire a professional repairmen 
if you want your investment 
to live longer. The benefits of 
hiring an experienced profes-
sional are:

Customer Support — The best 
part of hiring a professional is 
that they are ready to help you 

Smart Ways to Boost 
Home Curb Appeal

Taking steps to boost curb 
appeal makes good sense for 
any homeowner. Not only does 
it help make a great first impres-
sion on guests and neighbors, 
but certain updates can actually 
increase your home’s resale 
value when it comes time to put 
your property on the market.

To maximize the time, money 
and effort you expend, con-
sider the following remodeling 
projects, which were all ranked 
highly by Remodeling Magazine’s 
2020 Cost vs. Value Report:

Manufactured Stone
According to Remodeling Mag-

azine’s findings, manufactured 
stone has the largest return on 
investment of all home remod-
eling projects with an average 
of 95.6 percent of the cost of 
the project recouped. There’s a 
good reason for this. High qual-
ity manufactured stone is an 
eye-catching way to add beauty 
and elegance to interiors and 
exteriors.

When seeking out manu-
factured stone products, look 
for long-lasting products that 
mimic the look of natural stone, 
such as those from ProVia, 
which combine deep shadow 
lines with authentic coloring to 
produce dramatic effects. The 
manufacturer has achieved an 
authentic look by selecting nat-
ural stones from unique geo-
graphic regions for every master 
mold and by using only raw 
pigments and oxides to attain 
a rich color that lasts for years. 
To use tools that can help you 
visualize stone and grout style 
and color combinations, view 
instructional videos or learn 
more, visit ProVia.com/stone.

Garage Door Replacement
If you are like many home-

owners, you typically enter your 
home through the garage. Give 
yourself a treat to come home 
to each day with a garage door 
replacement, which provides 
the second largest return on 
investment, according to the 
report. Not only does this up-
grade present an opportunity to 
boost your home’s aesthetic ap-
peal, it also has the potential to 
beef up your home security and 
lower energy bills. Whether you 
want the garage doors to make 
a bold statement or blend into 
the woodwork, there are many 
ways to customize, including 
panel design, colors, hardware 
fixtures and window placement.

Siding Replacement
With a return on investment 

of over 70 percent, there’s a 
strong case for replacing your 
siding with something new. 
Vinyl siding is an especial-
ly good choice of material for 
those who value easy installa-
tion, good value, durability and 
minimal maintenance. Many 
homeowners choose to even 
mix siding and manufactured 
stone on their home exterior for 
a unique facelift that’s sure to 
impress passersby and potential 
buyers alike.

By selecting home exterior proj-
ects that offer the greatest return 
on investment, you can be sure 
your renovations go far beyond 
what meets the eye. H –StatePoint
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Selection of Weber Grills 

and Accessories!
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New Technology Puts 
Comfort Under Your Control

New technology is making it 
easier to have a home that is 
comfortable in any season.

This is good news for home-
owners since many older 
homes in the U.S. still have 
cooling and heating systems 
that leave parts of a house 
either unbearably hot or un-
comfortably cold.

Choosing the right system 
is key since this allows home-
owners to cool the rooms they 

use the most while saving en-
ergy in less-used areas of the 
house. Industry experts refer 
to this as “zone control.”

Fortunately, new systems 
from Mitsubishi Electric Cool-
ing & Heating employ ad-
vanced technology that can 
precisely adjust each room’s 
temperature to the homeown-
er’s preference.
“With these systems, I can 

be in control of the air my 

kids are breathing,” said de-
sign expert Cortney Novogratz. 

“Also, the zoning capabilities 
allow me to set areas of my 
house at different temperatures. 
With seven kids, being able 
to set the thermostat so that 
different areas are at various 
temperatures is a huge benefit. 
My kids’ rooms can be set at 
a temperature where they’re 
comfortable, while the rest of 
the house might be set at an-
other temperature.”

This “zone-control” feature 
helps homeowners reduce en-
ergy costs. According to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), 50 percent of the aver-
age home’s energy bill can be 
linked directly to cooling and 
heating costs, amounting to 
approximately $1,100 per year. 
Controlling your comfort on a 
room-by-room basis gives you 
more control over your energy 
budget.

Multiple Benefits — In ad-
dition, homeowners can also 
receive a tax credit of 10 per-
cent, or up to $300, for qualify-
ing Mitsubishi Electric systems 
through the American Taxpay-
er Relief Act of 2012.

These systems benefit the 
environment as well. They 
are made of mostly recyclable 
parts and use an environmen-
tally friendly refrigerant that 
won’t pollute the environment.

Control From A Distance — 
Another feature that makes 
this a cool way to add comfort 
to your home is the fact that 
the system can be controlled 
anytime, anywhere through 
a smartphone or other Inter-
net-enabled device. H –NAPSI

24x7. Accidents can occur any-
time and thus, you must hire a 
professional who is willing to 
help even in the odd hours of 
the day. 

Latest techniques and tools — 
You may be working on a single 
and that too once or twice in a 
week. A professional repairman 
work for several clients and 
thus, are equipped with the 
latest techniques and tools of re-
pair. Now you are not required 
to spend a considerable amount 
on buying a tool kit for garage 
repair. Just, call a professional 
and leave all your worries to 
him.

Helps save a lot of time and 
money — You are not efficient 
with performing the repairs as it 

is not something you do regular-
ly. Thus, there are high chances 
that you will spend more than 
required time on the repairs. 
A professional, on the other 
hand, might take less than the 
required time in repairs. Also, 
a professional will possess the 
all the requirement tools and 
equipment and this will help 
you save your money. You are 
not required to own a repair 
tool kit anymore.

Quality and assurance of work — 
A professional is proficient with 
performing the repair task. This 
is an assurance for the owner 
that the repair task will be per-
formed with utmost care. Also, a 
professional will provide you the 
warranty for his work. H –Artipot

Garage Door (Continued from Page 8)

Need Insulation?
Call COLER INSULATION Today!
• Full Service Insulation Contractor
• A Healthier, More Comfortable Home
• Environmentally Friendly
• No Itching or Allergies
• Save on Utilities
• Prevents Ice Dams
• FREE Energy Audits

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
585.626.0629 •coler.comServing Upstate New York
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How to Make Outdoor 
Spaces As Beautiful and 
Comfortable As Indoors
While making the inside of 

your home beautiful is naturally 
a focus, there’s so much to be 
gained from an outdoor space. 
Beautifully designed and dec-
orated, outdoor areas not only 
expand upon actual “livable” 
space but enable you to enjoy 
your home al fresco — and the 
good news is, you don’t have 
to sacrifice style or the comfort 
of the indoors. With everything 
from sofas and sectionals to 
colorful Moroccan-inspired floor 
rugs and outdoor chandeliers, 
one home-furnishings retailer 
is bringing both style and com-
fort from the indoors out. And 
with signature designs from its 
outdoor collection available in 
stores across the country and 
hundreds of furniture plus ac-
cessory options on its website, 
Arhaus is placing a world of 
outdoor décor options at your 
fingertips. 
“We have something for every-

one, for every style, for every 
space, and designs are made 
to weather the elements,” says 
Gary Babcock, chief creative 
officer for Arhaus. 

Here are some key pieces to 
recreate rooms outdoors: 

Classic wicker. “Wicker never 
goes out of style,” says Bab-
cock. Choose from a number of 
different looks by the retailer — 
including occasional seating, as 
well as dining and accent tables. 

“Add a conversation piece to 
the setting,” suggests Babcock, 
referring to a wicker wingback 
chair in a chic herringbone pat-
tern. 

Antique inspirations. Europe-
an antiques inspired several 
aluminum designs by Arhaus 

— from a Greek klismos chair to 
an English library-looking sofa 
with matching chair, chaise and 
end and coffee tables. “Stuart 
is the most traditional [alumi-
num] collection with an x-back 
design,” says Babcock. Stuart 
features a chaise for two with 
shade overhead and privacy 
draperies. 

Slipcovered upholstery. “We 
took our coziest upholstery col-
lections and redesigned pieces 
to sit outside,” says Babcock. 
Slipcovered in easy-to-care-for 
fade-resistant Sunbrella/Outdu-
ra fabric and underneath, cush-
ions are guaranteed to fend off 
mold and mildew, and frames 
are “marine-grade” — hence, 
waterproof and worry free. 

Mixed materials. Reconstruct-
ed stone, lighter and more du-
rable than concrete, is mixed 
with everything from metal to 
reclaimed elm and teak to cre-
ate tables at varying heights and 
widths for any outdoor occasion. 

Decorative accessories. Like 
any interior, accents pull every-
thing together — even outdoors. 
Consider a beautiful floral or 
awning striped rug, a patterned 
pouf, a mix of colorful accent 
pillows and handmade pottery 
in different shapes, sizes and 
finishes. 

For outdoor lighting, there’s 
Arhaus’ Claudette Chandelier, 
among other options. For more 
information, visit www.arhaus.
com. H –NewsUSA

Tips to Make Your 
Home More Peaceful
Life is busy and loud. A home 

used to be a relaxing, calm-
ing haven to hide away from 
the hustle and bustle of every-
day life. But with televisions 
in every room and a constant 
connection to the outside world 
through tablets, laptops and 
smartphones, finding a fortress 
of solitude, or even a room of 
quiet, has become a near im-
possible task.

If you long to create more 
serenity in your home, consider 
taking the following steps:

Organize. Just looking at a 
cluttered room can make one 
anxious. If you find that even 

after you organize a space, it is 
hard to maintain, come up with 
a daily routine to simplify the 
process.

For example, sort and process 
your mail and bills first thing 
when you get home so papers 
don’t stack up. Once regular or-
ganizing becomes a habit, it will 
be easier, less time consuming 
and increase serenity.

Set the mood. Your home is 
the one place you have com-
plete freedom to set the mood. 
Different colors can evoke dif-
ferent feelings. So paint your 
walls in stress-reducing colors, 

(Peaceful — Page 11)
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such as something in the blue 
family, or a muted green or 
lavender. Use soft lighting and a 
musical soundtrack to help you 
reach your happy place.

Insulate. Perhaps the most 
tangible step you can take to 
find quiet is to insulate your 
home’s interior walls, ceilings 
and floors to reduce noise trans-
fer between rooms. Look for 
insulation that provides a high 
sound absorption against low 
frequency ranges, which are the 
most difficult to block.

For example, stone wool in-

sulation, such as Roxul Safe 
‘n’ Sound, is made from natu-
ral stone and recycled content. 
Resistant to water, rot, mold, 
mildew and bacterial growth, it 
is not only an excellent acoustic 
barrier, it doesn’t burn, and can 
add valuable time for evacua-
tion in the event of a fire. More 
information about insulating the 
interior of your home can be 
found at www.Roxul.com.

Design. When decorating 
your home, take into consider-
ation the size and feel of a space 
so you can scale your furniture 

and decorations to fit the room 
appropriately. For example, a 
sofa that worked in your last 
home may feel too small in your 
current living room, making the 
room feel off balance.

Nothing beats the tranquility 
of a peaceful home. Whether 
you are annoyed by clutter, a 
snoring family member, fighting 
children, bagpipe practice, in-
cessant vacuuming, dog barking 
or your noisy washing machine, 
there are small steps you can 
take to create calm, quiet spaces 
in your home. H –StatePoint

Home Interior Updates You Can 
Make to Create a Wow Factor

Whether you want to cus-
tomize and enhance your living 
spaces for your own enjoyment 
or you need to prepare to stand 
out in a buyer’s market, creat-
ing that wow factor is easy to 
achieve, if you know where to 
focus your attention. You’re 
likely already familiar with the 
importance of exterior curb ap-
peal. According to experienced 
realtors, it’s just as important 
to continue that concept after 
walking through the front door.

“As the saying goes, ‘you only 
have one opportunity to make 
a first impression,’” says realtor 
Vincent A. Stanson, a REALTOR 
associate with Berkshire Hatha-
way Home Services. “When that 
front door opens, homeowners 
have the chance to impress their 
guests with a stunning stairway 
system, stand-out moldings and 
decorative interior accents.”

To get you started, here are 
easy ideas to give your spaces 
that wow factor you see and 

admire in ads and architectural 
magazines:

Ceiling-to-Floor 
Transformation

Totally transform a room top 
to bottom with decorative mold-
ings and millwork, starting with 
the ceiling. Add warmth with 
wood beams in a horizontal or 
criss-cross pattern, or simply 
accent the ceiling with stand-out 
crown moldings.

Working your way down, 
frame windows with straight 
trim and rosettes in the corners. 
Throughout the room, add chair 
moldings, mantels and floating 
shelves.

Remember, moldings don’t 
need to be plain, especially if 
you want to make an impact. So, 
replace any humdrum casing, 
crown, chair and base moldings 
with elements that pop, such as 
those that feature leaves, grapes, 
vines or criss-cross ribbon pat-
terns. 

Step Up Stairways
Often a focal point of a home 

interior, a stairway system is a 
crucial area where homeowners 
can step up their game, and 
doing so doesn’t have to be 
overwhelming.
“There’s a definite trend un-

derway of people mixing met-
als and woods on stair systems 
and throughout the home,” 
says Kelly Miller, director of 
market development for L.J. 
Smith Stair Systems. “Rather 
than completely take down 
an existing wood stair system, 
many people are turning to 
the easy IronPro DIY project of 
replacing wood balusters with 
iron balusters. Then they’re 
leaving the wood hand rails 
and newel posts for a stylish, 

upgraded look.”
Defined by unique designs 

and durability, L.J. Smith 
products — including wooden 
and ornamental iron balusters, 
stainless steel cable and tube in-
fills, metal panels, newel posts, 
hand rails and accessories, can 
help you transform your stairs. 

Check out the “Stair Designer” 
tool to determine the best look 
for your home, as well as instal-
lation details and additional tips 
at ljsmith.com.

When taking your home inte-
riors from ordinary to extraor-
dinary, it’s all in the details. H 

–StatePoint
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GOLF opinion & comment
Baltusrol — Famed Tillinghast Design Remains One of 

Major Championship Golf’s Most Honored Venues
by BOB DENNEY, PGA HISTORIAN

Albert Warren (A.W.) Tillinghast believed in making 
a statement.

So, when tasked by the Board of Governors of Baltusrol 
Golf Club — which had already hosted two U.S. Opens 
and other premier championships before Tilly’s arrival in 
1918 — to build a second layout to complement its Old 
Course, the flamboyant golf architect pulled a wild card, 
suggesting that they plow under the Old and build two 
entirely new layouts. 

The resulting Upper and Lower Courses opened in 
1922 to great acclaim. Since then, the two Baltusrol 
layouts have hosted nine combined men’s and women’s 
majors, including the 2005 and 2016 PGA Champion-
ships. In doing so, they lived up to Tillinghast’s goal of 
designing two courses “equally sought after as a matter 
of preference.” 

Many consider Baltusrol to be Tillinghast’s most im-
portant design. In 2014, it received National Historic 
Landmark status by the National Park Service, one of 
only four golf properties to hold the distinction. 

In 1926, the Lower Course made its major-champion-
ship debut by hosting the U.S. Amateur Championship. 
That event drew huge galleries, who watched a battle un-
fold between double-defending champion Bobby Jones 
and George Von Elm. Tillinghast predicted Von Elm’s 
upset victory and the success of the championship made 
Baltusrol a regular venue for national championships. 

Somewhat overshadowed by its big brother, Baltus-
rol’s Upper Course offers a commanding view of the 
property and sometimes extending the 20 miles to New 
York City. During the Revolutionary War, American 
soldiers used the high ground to trace the watchfires 
of maneuvering British forces before the neighboring 
Battle of Springfield. The Upper has hosted two major 
championships, the 1936 U.S. Open and the 1985 
U.S. Women’s Open. In 2000, the Upper hosted the 
U.S. Amateur.        

Of the 16 USGA national championships hosted by 
Baltusrol, seven have been U.S. Opens, including the 
first to be televised in 1954. Jack Nicklaus won two of 
his four Opens at Baltusrol, in 1967 and 1980. The 
18th fairway features a plaque 238 yards from the green 
where Jack hit a 1-iron to the green in the 1967 Open, 
securing victory over Arnold Palmer.

Phil Mickelson tapped the plaque on a Monday after 
rain extended play in the 2005 PGA Championship. 
Mickelson hit a 3-wood approach into rough 50 feet 
from the hole, then executed a flop shot to within two 
feet for a tap-in birdie and a one-stroke victory. 

"It's one of the best, fairest, toughest setups that I think 
we have had in years," said Mickelson prior to his victory. 
“I understand why this golf course gets so many major 
championships." 

In 2016, Baltusrol provided still more drama. Nearly four 
inches of rain saturated the grounds to set up the longest 

final day of a PGA Championship in 64 years. Preferred 
lies were allowed on Sunday as Jimmy Walker finished 
68-67 — playing his final 28 holes bogey-free — and made 
a nervy par on the par-five 18th hole for a one-stroke 
victory over Jason Day. 

This site has a new Privacy Policy. We use cookies to 
understand how you use our site and to improve your 
experience. By continuing to use our site, you accept our 
use of cookies. To review our Cookie Policy, visit our 
new Privacy Policy. x

© PGA.com

again, but both players and fans 
were certainly hoping it would be 
safe to do so sooner than later.

We now have a clear schedule 
for the remainder of the year, 
with competition resuming 13 
weeks after the THE PLAYERS 
was canceled. Let’s explore what 
impact this break might have on 
player performance.

Needless to say, 13-week 
breaks are not common among 
PGA TOUR players. Overall, 
only around 2.7% of starts are 
made by players coming off a 
13-week break. A lot can hap-
pen in that time. Back in 2000, 
Tiger went on a run of five wins, 
including three majors, in a 13-
week stretch. 

As we might expect, there’s a 
clear relationship between per-
formance and the number of 
weeks a player has been off. 
We can analyze how well play-
ers perform by comparing our 
estimate of their ability (how we 
would expect them to perform) 
to how they actually performed.

Generally, players taking small 
breaks of two weeks or less are 
marginally better than expected, 
while longer breaks result in an 
average drop in performance of 
between 0.1 and 0.2 strokes per 
round. For context, a drop of 
0.2 strokes per round is about 
the gap between 100th- and 
135th-ranked players in the 
world. It’s a significant change, 
but not enormous.

Additionally, the drop in per-
formance after a 10-20 week 
gap is quite consistent across dif-
ferent levels of players. Top-50 
players in the world are affected 
by a similar amount to those 
outside the top 50.

Given how uncommon breaks 
of this length are, we can’t draw 
too many conclusions on who 
we might expect to perform 
well in the early weeks back. 

However, there are a few play-
ers who over the past five years 
have had multiple 10+ week 
gaps and performed better than 
expected on their return. Ryan 
Moore (+0.9 strokes per round) 
and Phil Mickelson (+0.6) top 
that list.

Intuitively we might think that 
after an extended period without 
playing on tour that touch on 
the greens might be a little off, 

and putting would be the area 
to suffer.

In reality, it appears to be 
the opposite. Taking a player’s 
performance in their ‘return’ 
event compared with their sea-
son average that year, putting 
is actually the only area that 
remains quite consistent, with 
the other areas all dropping by 
a similar amount. x

© PGATour.com

Big Break
(Continued from Page 1)

A chart showing the percentage of players in a given event, by weeks off 
entering the tournament. Fifty-two percent of a field played the week prior.

This chart shows how players performed against their expected perfor-
mance after layoffs of varying lengths.
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2020 Equipment Refresher:  
What We’ve Seen … and What We May See

Now that we’re getting back to golf – the 
PGA TOUR restarts the 2019-20 season 
with this week’s Charles Schwab Chal-
lenge, while the National Golf Foundation 
reports that 98% of courses in the U.S. are 
now open, with 84% of golf retail stores 
are open — it’s a perfect time to start 
making some important decisions.

Namely, what is going in your bag this 
summer.

The equipment industry as a whole has 
been on a speed chase for a good while 
now—designing clubs that are fast and 
forgiving, all while eliminating spin and 
maximizing launch conditions, have been 
the top priorities.

However, this year some small tweaks 
to that idea started to creep into the 
conversation—stability across the face, 
sound, efficiency, manufacturing toler-
ances, and custom fitting are becoming 
just as important as the other buzz words 
we are used to seeing. And for the re-
cord, that’s a great thing.

Here some key items from notable 
equipment manufacturers in 2020 and 
some thoughts on what’s to come (com-
panies listed in alphabetical order).

Callaway Golf: The 
year of the Mavrik

Callaway has been at or very close to 
the top of the driver food chain for a 
number of years now. It’s no surprise 
that this year’s offering is no differ-
ent. Like 2019’s Epic Flash, the entire 
Mavrik line was engineered with the 
help of AI (Artificial Intelligence) and 
the results are an improvement across 
the board.

New offerings in other categories in-

clude the Roger Cleveland-designed Jaws 
MD5 “raw” wedges and the Odyssey 
Triple Track #7 putter.

Highlights: From the fitting bays to 
the golf course, the buzz on the Mavrik 
Sub Zero driver has been: “It’s really 
fast.” Players are seeing significant ball-
speed gains with Mavrik SZ and the 
improved acoustics have been pleasing 
in the “feel” category. Sub Zero has 
also created quite a bit of momentum 
on TOUR with players such as Xander 
Schauffele and Marc Leishman putting it 
in play with success.

In irons, Callaway introduced the 
Mavrik Pro, which is a players cast iron 
with maximum forgiveness across the 
face, all while maintaining playability 
for the better player. These features are 
not common in castings, but the Mavrik 
Pro, with the help of AI, is definitely a 
conversation starter. Peyton Manning 
used these irons to win The Match 2 with 
partner Tiger Woods.

Cobra: SpeedZones 
and 33 revisions

2019 was a monster year for Cobra 
Golf. The F9 driver was arguably the 
driver of the year, and the anticipation 
for the next offering was high. January 
2020 brought the SpeedZone line of 
metal woods and hybrids, which kept the 
momentum strong for CPG, and with the 
teasing of the new “Rickie Iron” at the 
TaylorMade Driving Relief match in early 
May, the last half of this year could get 
really interesting.

Highlights: The keyword for the fol-

lowing clubs is … fun. The SpeedZone 
Xtreme driver is a fast, forgiving, high 
MOI machine; a swing-as-hard-as-you-
can rocket launcher. Although length is 
a big part of the story here, forgiveness 
is the headliner. Make no mistake, this 
thing goes, but the main thing you will 
experience with Xtreme is just how easy 
it is to hit, solidly, and the overall plea-
surable experience it brings with it. Weird 
way to classify a driver but that’s the first 
thing that comes to mind: fun.

Continuing on the enjoyment train, the 

SpeedZone hybrids are a different kind 
of party. Yes, they are easy to hit, go a 
long way, and feel solid. However, it’s 
the versatility that makes these stand out. 
It’s a utility club in its purest form. The 
signature Baffler rails offer an extra tool 
in the rough and out of the fairway, and 
at address, it’s a club for the TOUR as 
well as your Saturday four-ball. Bottom 
line: Everyone in the market needs to 
consider these in the hybrid category.

What to expect: Cobra has a very 
busy summer/fall 2020. New MIM wedg-
es and a players utility are coming in 
the next 30-60 days, and in the fall, the 
now-famous Rev33 Rickie Fowler irons 
will become available in limited quanti-
ties – as well as MIM players cavity back 
irons.

Mizuno: Irons usually the 
story … but not this year

If there is a golfer alive that doesn’t 
adore Mizuno irons, we’d be shocked. 
They have been near and dear to every 

golfer’s hearts and aspirations for de-
cades. What’s not to love? They have 
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Of course you can. Remember, 
playing in heat means doing the 
best you can to conserve your 
energy. Here are a few tips I tell 
my athletes:

Stay hydrated — This is NOT 
as simple as it sounds. Drink-
ing plenty of fluids during your 
round will not be enough. You 
need to actually begin at least 
one day prior to your round. 
Possibly even earlier if you’re 
flying to your golf destination. 
Avoid caffeine and alcohol. 

Wear the right clothing 

— Choose loose, light-colored 
clothing made of moisture-wick-
ing material. Nike’s Dri-Fit ap-
parel works great for shirts and 
pants, and other brands have 
their own fabrics that will help 
keep you cool. The goal here is 
to keep the clothes breathable 
and not have them stick to you 
when you start to sweat. You’ll 
feel more comfortable, stay 
cooler and play better.

Use sunblock — Much of 
the newer golf apparel has sun-
block technology built in. In 
fact, I’ve even advised players 

who have the right type of ma-
terials in their shirt, to wear 
long sleeves on hot days, simply 
for the sun-blocking properties 
of the clothes. On your skin 
that is exposed, use some type 
of sunscreen. SPF 50 is not too 
much.

Wear a hat — Regular style 
caps are great, but they’re not 
perfect. The bucket hat with 
the brim that goes all the way 
around may be more effective. 
But a loose, light hat will do 
wonders in keeping the sun off 
of you. It’s not just about avoid-

ing sunburn, it’s about main-
taining your energy level.

Eat light, but eat none-
theless — Again, if you want 
to maintain your concentration 
and energy levels, starving your-
self is not going to help. But the 
last thing you want is to feel 
heavy and lethargic due to a big 
meal before walking around for 
five or six hours in the hot sun.

Warm up fully but lightly 
— You want to be prepared 
for your round, so hit balls on 
the range and putt some on the 
putting green. But don’t over-

exert yourself. You’re going to 
sap your energy throughout the 
day. Don’t burn it all before you 
get to the first tee!

All of us who like to play golf 
know we’re going to battle the 
elements from time to time. 
Living in Atlanta, I know that 
oppressive heat doesn’t mean 
that golf has to take a back seat. 
If you’re smart and prepared, 
you can enjoy some great times 
on the course where the day 
may be warm but your game is 
even hotter. x

© PGA.com

the looks, the feel, the performance, 
and maybe the best of all, the history. 
They check off every box. However, 
2020 is the year of the Mizuno metal 
wood.

Highlights: In the driver category of 
2019, one of the sleeper hits of the season 
was definitely the Mizuno ST190. This 
year, Mizuno cranked it up even further 
with the release of the ST200 line and its 
TOUR-inspired ST200G. From a perfor-
mance level, it satisfies across the board, 
but what Mizuno has (as with all of its clubs) 
is the look. Clean, yet soft, lines on a black 
frame that not only inspires shotmaking 
but confidence. Since Mizuno metal woods 
aren’t as talked about as their forged iron 
counterparts, don’t overlook this one — it’s 
definitely worth a test.

What to expect: Most likely the next 
generation JPX and Hot Metal line later 
this year.

Ping: Quiet, but not for long
There hasn’t been any new Ping product 

in a good while, but we anticipate a big 
winter for the Solheim crew. Sometimes, 
silence is golden, and from what we can 
gather, what Ping has coming in irons and 
woods will be — yet again — a launch that 
gets people talking.

What to expect: Just rumors, such as 
a new driver to succeed the G410, fair-
ways, hybrids. Players cavity back (I210), 
IBlade replacement, and potentially, the 
TOUR-inspired PLD putters. In a nutshell 
a Ping kitchen sink, and who doesn’t 
love that? As mentioned, just rumors, but 
here’s hoping ...

PXG: Gen3 irons  
and a Proto driver

At this point, PXG has made a strong 
name for itself in the iron category. The 
launch of the highly anticipated Gen3 

line was a success overall and will contin-
ue on well into 2021. It’s the metalwood 

portion of the catalog that will come 
next, and if the Proto driver is any sign of 
what’s to come, PXG could have a bright 
future ahead.

Highlights: Without a doubt, the 
Gen3 T iron is the offering that will 
most turn better players’ heads. It’s a 
very workable, yet forgiving TOUR iron 
that will satisfy just about any player 
under an 8 handicap. In the Gen2 line, 
the P was the one that really turned 
heads, in 2020 its the T, and it’s for 
very good reasons.

What to expect: Gen2 Forged wedg-
es hit earlier this year and a small release 
of the new-look Proto driver is already 
getting positive buzz for its performance 
and enhanced (and simplified) weighting 
system. Expect new Gen3 metal woods 
early winter.

Srixon/Cleveland: A 
relatively quiet 2019, but a 
storm’s coming in 2020

The heading says it all. Srixon/Cleve-
land was quiet for the most part of 2019, 
but for a company that works on a leap 
year release schedule, Srixon/Cleveland 
garners as much curiosity (rightfully so) as 
anyone out there. Now, Cleveland Golf 
did release its game improvement line in 
2019, which tested very well within the 
industry, but the headliners have always 
been Cleveland wedges and Srixon irons 
and metal woods.

It’s no secret that Srixon irons have 
long been a favorite in fitting bays across 
the country (and on TOUR), and with 
the much-anticipated release of the new 
version this fall, Srixon/Cleveland will be 
a hot topic closing out 2020.

What to expect: Rumor is that new 
Cleveland wedges will drop mid/late 
summer and the highly anticipated Srix-
on irons (and metal woods) later this fall. 
We did get a sneak peek at the Srixon 
driver on the USGA conforming list, but 
it’s no guarantee if that’s the version that 
will hit pro shops and retail. We shall see.

TaylorMade: SIM is everywhere
Thus far, it has definitely been the year 

of SIM. The buzz is everywhere — TOUR, 
fitters, amateurs, and all other parts. 
Oddly enough, it’s not just distance that 
makes this driver notable. It’s the combi-
nation of speed/forgiveness and playabil-
ity (all at a high level) that made the SIM 
a standout. It’s not often that a driver can 
be fast, stable, forgiving, and workable, 
but this one does it all.

Highlights: We all know the drivers are 
the talk of the town, but the SIM Titanium 
fairway woods quietly impressed as well. 

With the reintroduction of the ever-pop-
ular V-Steel technology, TaylorMade has 
designed a fairway wood that is long, 
versatile, and will also stay in players’ bags 
for more than a season. That’s saying a 
lot, considering fairway woods get better 
and better as years go by. In addition, the 
TaylorMade SIM Max hybrid has been a 
sleeper hit on the TOUR — the recurring 
theme is the superb flight and turf inter-
action.

What to expect: Wait for it ... P750 
and P730 iron replacements are ru-
mored to be coming along with some 
other goodies as well. Like the Avengers 
franchise, TaylorMade just keeps on 
pumping out the hits, and it appears that 
trend will continue.

Titleist: SM8 and  
new metal woods?

Without question, the release of the ev-
er-popular Vokey SM8 wedge line came 
on like wildfire earlier this year. Not only 

with the general public, but especially 
on TOUR, with a huge percentage of 
staff and non-staff putting them in play. 
2020 is also a year to expect new metal 
woods from Titleist; this may get pushed 
around as its typically around Father’s 

Day/U.S. Open week that we get our 
first sneak peek.

Highlights: The Vokey line has 
always had multiple grinds to satisfy 
every type of golfer, but just recently 
the TOUR favorite Low Bounce K Grind 
made it on the Wedge Works website. 
The K Grind is a TOUR-inspired wedge 
used by multiple top 50 players and was 
designed for players that prefer very low 
bounce when squared up but appreciate 
some help out of the bunkers and the 
heavy rough.

What to Expect: New driver, fairway 
woods and hybrids. Not 100% sure when 
we will get our first peek, but it’s sure to 
get people excited. The TS line of metal 
woods continues to impress two-plus 
years after its introduction, and Titleist 
has never been one to settle for anything 
but perfect.

Wilson: A traditional company 
with some very modern offerings

Wilson Golf is as instrumental in golf 
history as any company out there. Mul-
tiple tournaments, majors, and memo-

rable moments with a Wilson golf club 
in the middle of it all. Even with all that 
history in its back pocket, the Chica-
go-based company continues to push 
the envelope and design equipment 
to satisfy any player. With the game 
improvement LaunchPadiIrons, D7 
Forged irons, and Staff HT wedges, 
Wilson not only offers a well-balanced 
line but also a line that honors the Wil-
son lineage.

Highlights: The D7 Forged irons 
are a true players distance iron with a 
classic compact shape that is packed 
with modern tech to make it versatile 
and easy to hit.

What to expect: Potentially a new 
Staff Blade in the next 12 months, which 
always creates a buzz. Gary Woodland’s 
U.S. Open with the current model put 
the spotlight on Wilson once again, and 
don’t be surprised if the next version el-
evates the conversation even further. x
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