
US PGA’s Memorial to Track Fans to 
Maintain COVID-19 Social Distancing

Los Angeles (AFP) — The US 
PGA Tour’s Memorial Tourna-
ment will use radio frequency 
identification (RFID) chips in 
spectator badges to ensure fans 
maintain social distance at the 
July 16-19 event, Golf Digest 
reported Saturday.

Dan Sullivan, director of the 
tournament hosted by 18-time 
major champion Jack Nicklaus 
in Ohio, said on a Zoom presen-
tation conducted by the Greater 
Columbus Sports Commission 
that the high-tech badges were 

Manning Drops Some Trash 
Talk on Brady in Anticipation 

Of Charity Golf Match
by CHRIS CWIK

“The Match” might be a char-
ity golf event, but Peyton Man-
ning is out for blood. Manning, 
who will partner up with Tiger 
Woods to take on Phil Mickelson 
and Tom Brady, fired off some 
shots at Brady during an inter-
view promoting the event.

Manning started by teasing 
Brady about entering the wrong 
house while trying to visit Byron 
Leftwich. From there, Manning’s 
trash talk only got more intense.

On top of that, Manning calls 
out all the places in the United 
States where Brady is hated, and 
points out Manning and Woods 
have more combined champion-
ships than Brady and Mickelson. 
The joke being, of course, that 
Brady has four more Super Bowl 
wins than Manning. He can only 
brag about championships be-
cause Woods is on his team.

While Manning and Brady 

have done a few projects to-
gether, it’s always refreshing 
to see them interact and give 
each other a hard time. Hope-
fully, that’s what fans can expect 
when “The Match” takes place 
on May 24.

Eighteen holes of Manning 
relentlessly making fun of 
Brady sounds pretty appealing 
right now. x

© Yahoo Sports

1626th
Consecutive Issue

Our

GolfWeekRochester.com

Golfers Embrace CBD, Even 
As Its Gentility Is Questioned

by KAREN CROUSE
Billy Horschel went six months 

without a top-eight finish last 
year before he found a remedy 
for his ailing golf game from 
a surprising source: the hemp 
plant. Horschel, a five-time PGA 
Tour winner, began using canna-
bidiol, or CBD, products shortly 
after he missed the cut at the 
British Open in July. He had 
four top-eight finishes in the next 
four months and was playing 
some of the most consistent golf 
of his career before the season 
was suspended in March because 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Horschel, the 2014 FedEx Cup 

Billy Horschel, the 2014 FedEx Cup champion and an investor in a CBD 
company, thinks the stigma over using the compound is changing. “That 
weed-smoking image that is out there just because people haven’t had the 
correct information is being torn down,” he said. (Sam Greenwood/Getty Images)

Signs It’s Time to Buy New Clubs
by ANDREW TURSKY

It would be quite the expensive 
endeavor to buy new clubs every 
time new (and “better”) equip-
ment hits the market. You’d also 
only see marginal gains from 
your equipment year-over-year, 
so it may not be the best use 
of your money. On the flipside, 
however, if you let years and 
decades pass without upgrading 
equipment, you’re undoubtedly 
missing out on improved technol-
ogy that could help your scores. 

While Michael Phelps’ irons show signs of wear and tear, the 
grooves don’t appear compromised, so he may be in the clear for 
now. (Andrew Tursky)

Fans look on as Patrick Cantlay putts in the final round on the way to vic-
tory in the 2019 US PGA Tour Memorial Tournament. (AFP Photo/Matt Sullivan)
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Italian Golfers Swing 
Again as Lockdown Eases
(AFP) — One of Italy’s best 

known golf clubs has reopened 
after two months of lockdown 
with a handful of players return-
ing to the links under new social 
distancing rules.

San Domenico Golf in Apulia 
in the heel of Italy’s boot and 
neighboring luxury resort Borgo 
Egnazia reopened at the week-
end but face an uncertain future.

“We closed at the beginning of 
March,” said Aldo Melpignano, 
owner of Borgo Egnazia, where 
Justin Timberlake and Jessica 
Biel held their wedding in 2012.

“But this week the Apulia 
Region allowed some individu-
al sports to resume and golf is 
one of them. We jumped at the 

chance and decided to reopen 
immediately at the weekend.”

The resort and golf club will 
initially rely on Italian guests but 
hopes that foreigners will soon 
also return.

“We’re resigned to this reality 
at least for the summer,” he said.

Notable changes in the rules 
on the greens are that players 
must keep at least three meters 
apart when hitting the ball and 
not remove the flag from the 
hole.

European Tour professional 
Francesco Laporta has returned 
to training in the open after two 
months of hitting balls into a net 
in his garden.
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Greg Smith of West Henrietta aced the 105 yard 9th hole at 
Southern Meadows with a pitching wedge.

Local Holes-In-One
See More On-line at www.golfweekrochester.com



As Golf Courses Reopen, New Players Take Up the Long Walk
by BILL PENNINGTON

Around noon on April 17, 
Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota 
announced that the state’s 450 
golf courses, shuttered because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
could open the next day. At 3 
p.m., the Hazeltine National 
Golf Club, about 25 miles south-
west of Minneapolis, activated 
its automated online tee time 
booking system.

It took two seconds for 172 
golfers to fill the entire tee sheet 
for the following day.

“We went into the system at 
two seconds after 3 o’clock and 
saw that every tee time until 
6:30 p.m. was accessed by 
somebody,” said Chandler With-
ington, Hazeltine’s head golf 
professional. “Throughout the 
state, every course was packed.”

Minnesota is a microcosm of the 
golf boom enveloping the United 

States as courses have reopened 
in the past month, a time when 
the percentage of golf courses 
open nationwide has surged from 
44 percent to about 88 percent, 
according to the National Golf 
Foundation. There are more than 
16,000 golf courses in America 
and only a quarter are private 
clubs. With schools padlocked, 
fitness centers closed and many 
parks and playgrounds off limits, 
golf — with social distancing re-
strictions — has become a rare 
outdoor respite that combines 
exercise, companionship, com-
petition and space.

“With so many things you 
can’t do right now and so few 
things you can do,” Withington 
said, “golf has never felt so much 
like a freedom.”

Moreover, golf course opera-
tors nationwide said they are see-
ing something new in their client 

behaviors and demographics: en-
tire families, cooped up at home, 
are arriving at the first tee to 
play together; sales of discounted 
youth golf passes are exploding; 
and more golfers are walking the 
course because usually only family 
members can share a cart.

“I’m also seeing a lot of peo-
ple who haven’t played golf in a 
while,” said Scott Krieger, the 
head pro and general manag-
er at Broadmoor Golf Course 
in Portland, Ore. “And more 
fathers and sons, fathers and 
daughters and husbands and 
wives, too.”

Krieger said his course is in 
such high demand that he could 
host 300 golfers per day, but 
he has been limiting the total to 
150 to prevent overcrowding.

“People get it,” he said. “Ev-
erybody keeps saying, ‘Man, it 
just feels good to get out.’”

It is not customary for rec-
reational golfers to be univer-
sally content, especially after a 
challenging round replete with 
bad bounces and bogeys. The 
coronavirus pandemic, howev-
er, has apparently blunted the 
grumpiness.

“People have bigger things to 
worry about than a three-putt 
on the final green,” said Mike 
David, the executive director of 
the Indiana Golf Office, which 
oversees five golf entities in the 
state. “Golf is a relief.”

Or, as Tim Christ, the director 
of golf operations for the Essex 
County parks department in 
New Jersey, said: “People com-
ing to the course are wearing 
face masks but I could tell they 
were smiling.”

The golf-related joy has been 
pronounced lately in New Jer-
sey, where until last weekend 
golf courses had been closed for 
six weeks, even as nearby states 
like New York and Connecticut 
were welcoming golfers.

“It was frustrating,” Kory 
Rosenberg, who regularly drove 
75 minutes from his home in 
Roseland, N.J., to New York 
State to play golf, said on Tues-
day after he finished a round at 
the Crystal Springs Resort in 
Hamburg, N.J. “First of all, I 
had to drive past all these closed 
courses near home and then 
getting a tee time in New York 
was really hard because they’re 
so busy.”

Rosenberg insisted that prac-
ticing the recommended social 
distancing guidelines was easy.

“There’s never a reason to 
get within six feet of another 
player,” he said. New Jersey 
has also been more strict than 
most other states, permitting 
only two golfers to tee off at a 
time instead of the typical group-
ings of four golfers, excluding 
immediate family.

Other safeguards have be-
come routine, as every state 
has opened their golf courses, 
with Massachusetts, Maryland 
and Vermont becoming the final 
three to do so on Thursday. 
Generally, tee times are now 
being made and paid for digitally 

or over the telephone. The inter-
val between groups of players 
leaving the first tee has been 
increased, sometimes to as many 
as 16 minutes, to keep generous 
spacing between golfing groups.

At some courses, the tempera-
ture of every player is checked 
upon arrival and those with a 
fever are turned away. Most 
clubhouses are closed and food 
and beverage services are ex-
clusively takeout. Benches, ball 
washers and bunker rakes have 
been removed. Flagsticks are not 
removed, with various devices 
employed to keep balls from 
dropping into the hole so that 
golfers can avoid the unsanitary 
practice of reaching into a hole 
to retrieve a ball.

In states where golf carts are 
permitted — many require players 
to walk the course — sharing is 
allowed only when both riders 
are from the same household. 
The post-round cleansing of 
carts has become so rigorous 

that Art Walton, a vice pres-
ident at Crystal Springs, has 
begun calling some employees 
“golf cart hygienists” instead of 
attendants.

There has been pushback in 
some states about whether golf-
ers are appropriately practicing 
social distancing. David, the In-
diana golf official, said people 
have taken photos of groups of 
golfers and sent them to gov-
ernment agencies as evidence 
to support allegations that estab-
lished golf course safeguards are 
being violated.

“Someone sees four golf carts 
together and thinks that’s a lot 
of people when it’s actually four 
people in four carts,” David said. 
“A lot of it is a wrong perception.”

Among golf’s stakeholders, 
the game’s place as one of a lim-
ited number of outdoor activities 
sanctioned by health and gov-
ernmental officials, albeit with 
restrictions, has given golf

The Crystal Springs Resort in Hamburg, N.J. The percentage of courses 
open nationwide has risen to about 88 from 44 percent last month, ac-
cording to the National Golf Foundation. (Bryan Anselm for The New York Times)

The post-round cleansing of carts has become so rigorous that Art 
Walton, a vice president at Crystal Springs, has begun calling some 
employees “golf cart hygienists” instead of attendants. (Bryan Anselm for The 
New York Times)

Golfers at Crystal Springs. Course operators nationwide have said that 
they have seen new client behaviors and demographics. (Bryan Anselm for The 
New York Times)
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Salvation Army of Greater Rochester’s Golf 
Tournament Fore! Kids – Running 25 Years Strong

Over the past 24 years, The 
Salvation Army of Greater 
Rochester’s Golf Tournament 
Fore! Kids has raised more than 
$1 million for children in need 
in Monroe County.

This year’s tournament, 
which will be held on July 13th 
at Irondequoit Country Club, 
will mark its Silver Anniversary.

“As we look forward, it’s im-
portant for us to look back and 
honor all of the support from 
sponsors, golfers and volunteers 
throughout the years,” said 
Major Doug Hart, Director of 
Monroe County Operations for 
The Salvation Army. “We could 

not do what we do without the 
generosity of our community.”

Proceeds from the tourna-
ment support programs like 
The Salvation Army of Great-
er Rochester’s Genesis House 
shelter for youth ages 16-20, 
and summer camps — whether 
it’s a week-long experience at 
Long Point on Seneca Lake or 
at the six-week Kids Adventure 
Program in Rochester.

Funds raised during the tour-
nament also help provide the 
basics for a youth in need. Food 
for a nightly meal, school sup-
plies in the fall or a warm winter 
coat are all provided thanks to 

continued support of The Sal-
vation Army’s Golf Tournament 
Fore! Kids.

“We owe a special thanks 
to Mr. Mark Wishman,” Major 
Hart said. “He joined the Golf 
Fore! Kids Committee in 2004 
and assumed the role of Chair-
man shortly thereafter. Under 
Mark’s guidance, the Salvation 
Army was able to double the 
tournament’s support for youth 
programs.”

Major Hart added that, in 
2016, Mr. Wishman was able 
to see that year’s tournament 
raise more than $100,000 — a 
total he had dreamed of reach-
ing ever since he took over the 
tournament Chair responsibil-
ities.

Sadly, Mr. Wishman passed 
away in 2016, and the Mark 
Wishman Excellence in Ser-
vice Award was established to 
honor his memory and contri-
butions at each year’s tourna-
ment.

Many local golf courses in-
cluding Locust Hill Country 
Club, The Golf Club at Blue 
Heron Hills and The Links at 
Greystone have hosted the an-
nual tournament. This year’s 
move to Irondequoit Country 
Club is a move that The Salva-
tion Army of Greater Roches-
ter’s Director of Development, 
Mia Hodgins, hopes will contin-
ue the tournament’s excitement 
and success.

“We have many sponsorship 
opportunities available if you 
want to support youth in need 

while enjoying one of the area’s 
most beautiful championship 
golf courses and facilities,” said 
Hodgins. “Golfing is not re-
quired to show your support as 
you can place an ad, enjoy the 
pool and tennis courts during 
the tournament, or join us for 
dinner and bid on a silent auc-
tion package.”

For more information about 

The Salvation Army’s 25th An-
nual Golf Tournament Fore! 
Kids, visit RochesterNY.Salva-
tionArmy.org or contact Robert 
Barlow, Media and Commu-
nity Relations Coordinator for 
The Salvation Army of Greater 
Rochester by phone at (585) 
987-9500 x 2320 or by email 
at Robert.Barlow@use.Salva-
tionArmy.org. x

John Kerling, Jennifer Pohlman, Chris Bechle, Mike McVay, United Busi-
ness Systems foursome

Major Doug Hart, Mark Wishman, Major Judy Hart
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Golf as a Lesson Plan
by BEN EVERILL

LOS ANGELES — As if the 
anxiety of a global pandem-
ic wasn’t enough for parents 
around the world, an addition-
al scary reality for some of us 
would soon set in. Working from 
home is one thing; adding an 
extra full-time job as a school-
teacher is another.

As the PGA TOUR, NBA, NHL 
and other sports started to shut 
down, so too did schools across 
the nation. For me, that meant 
juggling my writing commitments 
with becoming a first grade and 
preschool teacher for my two sons 
— Ashton, 7, and Hudson, 4.

For the first few days, this ap-
peared even more daunting as 
my wife Janelle was still needed 
at her office, but as the coro-
navirus situation escalated in 
California, she joined me in this 
at-home juggle. It is one we will 

be tackling together for the fore-
seeable future after Gov. Gavin 
Newsom ordered a statewide 
stay-at-home mandate.

Being responsible for keeping 
children on a solid academic 
path in these times is something 
we all hope to achieve, but is 
also a bit unsettling. We are not 
trained teachers — and yes, it 
gives a whole new appreciation 
for the heroes that they are. 
The added dimension of being 
mindful of each child’s mental 
health, and that of the our own, 
also looms large.

So it got me thinking. I have 
always been one who does better 
when working inside the con-
fines of things I am passionate 
about. It is why I work for the 
PGA TOUR. I love golf. And it 
turns out, even at a young age, 
my boys love it too.

How can I harness this in my 

new role as primary educator? 
Easy! Golf can be applied to just 
about any school subject. This 
also is true of other sports, so if 
you love golf but your child is a 
soccer fan, you can likely adjust. 
Football, basketball, baseball… 
or even the newly popular mar-
ble racing. With a little thought, 
you can make learning tailored 
to your sport-loving child.

Regular teachers must juggle 
20 or more kids with differing 
passions, but here you get the 
benefit of focusing in on no one 
but your own. Of course, for-
mer PLAYERS champion Webb 
Simpson and his wife Dowd with 
their tribe of six kids might find 
it a little more challenging … but 
you get the idea.

Over the past few days, I have 
put my ideas into practice with 
my first grader Ashton and Hud-
son, a preschooler. So far, the 
results have been encouraging, 
so I’ll provide a few examples 
of this method. Hope it helps, 
even if it’s just the seed for your 
own ideas.

Mathematics
There is a great old commer-

cial with a younger Ernie Els in 
a classroom full of kids.

He scribbles on the chalk-
board. “What does 4 + 4 + 3 
+ 4 + 5 +2 + 4 + 3 equal?” he 
asks. Most kids are puzzled but 
one little girl shoots her hand in 
the air.

Ernie calls on her. “Sarah.”
“3-under-par,” she says 

proudly.
It is a clever play on the fact 

that golf is full of math. My 
lessons with my boys revolve 
around the basic numbers. First, 
we learned about how most 
holes are par 3s, par 4s or par 
5s and what that means. Alba-
tross, eagle, birdie and bogey 
were all explained with their 
value to par. We also talked 
about how there are 18 or 9 
holes on most courses. Their 
young age meant we didn’t need 
to go very deep.

If Tiger Woods took three 
strokes on the first hole, four 
on the second hole and two on 
the third, hole how many has 
he had in total so far? If the first 
hole was a par 4, what did Tiger 
make there? And his score in 
relation to par?

For Ashton, we went a little 
further. I dug up scorecards from 
PGA TOUR players who were 
the focus of our “speed rounds” 
over the last year or so. These 
are highlight compilations from 
PGA TOUR LIVE showing each 
shot from a specific player. 

I asked him to calculate the 
player’s front-nine and back-nine 
totals and show his work. Then 
get the total for the round. How 
was it in relation to par? We 
then broke down par-3, par-4 
and par-5 scoring to see if there 
was something that stood out 
and discussed why that might be. 
For fun, I would then show him 
a hole or two from the speed 
rounds so he could see the num-
bers in action.

Geography
Golf is a global sport. And so 

creating a simple geography les-
son for the youngsters was not 
difficult at all. I printed out two 
maps. One of the world, another 
of the USA. From there, I print-
ed out the headshots from the 
24 players who competed in the 
recent Presidents Cup, adding 
their home country (for the In-
ternational Team) or home state 
(for the United States Team).

The boys simply needed to 
find where they were from and 
match them up to the maps. We 
then spoke about those states 
and countries briefly, thinking 
about things they are known for. 
For older kids, you can just ex-
pand the search and expand the 
learning about different places in 
the world.

History
Where was golf invented? 

Who are the greatest players, 
both male and female? What 
is the PGA TOUR exactly and 
how did it begin? These were the 
questions I posed to my sons. 
With the help of a few Google 
searches (sadly, the old-fash-
ioned library is not open right 
now), they came up with some 
answers. Given their age, we 
bypassed the debate of ancient 
games and started in Scotland 
for our golf history. We expand-
ed into some research on the 
Open Championship plus Old 
and Young Tom Morris. This 
sparked up Ashton’s memory. 
“I have a book on him, don’t I, 
Dad?”

He does indeed have one on 
Young Tom — a storybook I 
nabbed from St. Andrews during 
the 2015 Open Championship 
called “Little Tommy Morris” by 
Roger McStravick. It tells the tale 
of young Tom with a fun focus 
on visualization.

We moved on to all-time 
greats, but trying to describe 
the Tiger vs. Jack debate to a 
7-year-old proved somewhat 
tricky, so we pivoted again to the 
great women of the past. Given 
my Australian background, there 
might have been a slight bias 
toward Karrie Webb.

After we learned about the ori-
gins of the PGA TOUR, both boys 
seemed to have a greater appreci-
ation for what their father actually 
does — even if the younger still 
thinks I play golf when I go on 
the road rather than write and 
talk about it. I’m not looking 
forward to the day they realize 
how poor my playing skills ac-
tually are.

(Ben Everill/PGA TOUR)
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Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

Jets, Pats, KC, Steelers, Bolts, Rams, Seattle, Fish
**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $120-$140+ pp

PRESEASON SPECIAL
8/XX       TBA @ Buffalo ride, tgate, tix, Dep. 3pm ............ $130+

BuffAlo RoAd TRipS wiTh BodiNe
Fall        Buffalo  @ New england patriots  ............... $520+
Winter   Buffalo @ denver & Ski The Rockies!

SuMMeR fuN ~ CoNCeRTS ~ BiKe TouRS
All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Tailgate Buffet 
(your own tix @ The Ralph)
TBA    Rolling Stones 45th Annual farewell Tour .......$120+! 
8/13 def leppard, Joan Jett, poison, Motley Crew... $100+
8/15 Billy Joel @ New era field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+ 
5/30 Bike Tour around honeoye lake. Enjoy a scenic ride as 
 we explore the valley. Historical markers & fun for the whole 
 family. Post Ride, picnic w/Chris .....................................$45+
7/12  finger lakes wine festival @ The Glen Dep. 10am...$95+
         Leave the driving to us. Dep. from Naples or Canandaigua

NY YANKee hoMe GAMeS Dep. 4am .... $210+ 
Some Trips Depart from Naples, Bath or Exit 44.

Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
6/27 Cubs 7/8 Mets 7/25 Bosox
8/9 OldTimers 8/19 Tampa 8/22 Blue Jays
8/8-9 A’s & Yankee Oldtimers Weekend ~ 2 games
       Annual Tour Hosted by Chris, Dep. 2am ..............$470+

YANKee oVeRNiGhT TRip Fenway Park .. $520+ 
8/1-2 Yankees @ RedSox 1 game, Dep. 8am
8/28-29 Yanks @ indians & Rock hof Dep. Noon  ........ $340+
 1 game, picnic 5 hrs+ at HOF on Sat.!



Kasi Hornback Utilizing Heritage to Enhance the Golf Experience

by CHARLES DILLAHUNT
A combination of culture and 

coaching has given Kasi Horn-
back, PGA, a new way to con-
nect with students. Her journey 
in golf began with an invitation 
to play from her father. A mem-
ber of the Los Angeles-based 
Okinawa Golf Club, Hornback’s 

father, alongside his group of 
Japanese golf buddies, gathered 
weekly for friendly competition 
on the links.

While the invite was orig-
inally meant to serve as an 
interactive way to gain more 
father-daughter time, it would 
ultimately become the beginning 
of Hornback’s journey to PGA 
membership.

“Playing with my father’s 
friend group not only taught me 
the ins and outs of the game, 
but also many life lessons about 
my heritage,” says Hornback, a 
PGA Teaching Professional at 
Blackthorn Golf Club in South 
Bend, Indiana. “They often 
shared stories of Japanese golf 
history dating back to impris-
onment in internment camps 
(during World War II). Back then, 
all Japanese citizens had for a 
golf course was recycled cooking 

oil-based soil that they’d mix and 
shape together to make putting 
greens and tee boxes.

“It felt like a privilege to be 
able to play on a real golf course 
knowing it wasn’t always an op-
tion for our people.”

Speak with Hornback and 
you’ll find that golf mentors have 
been a constant on her journey 
to PGA membership, even PGA 
Professionals she knew from 
afar.

“PGA of America Hall of 
Famer Tom Sargent was a PGA 
Professional I looked up to, be-
cause he was always so car-
ing and inclusive of everyone,” 
adds Hornback, who previous-
ly served on the Indiana PGA 
Board of Directors. “I idolized 
him as a junior golfer after meet-
ing him. Knowing he was a le-
gitimate PGA Professional with 
those characteristics always left 
an impression on me. I aim to 
do the same for others through 
my membership, as well.”

With her ancestry in mind 
alongside lessons from her golf 
industry mentors, Hornback is able 
to pay homage through innovative 
golf experiences that combine her 
Japanese heritage and her love of 
coaching. In South Bend, she’s 
able to coach golfers who aren’t 
typically exposed to Japanese cul-
ture about the game of golf and 
her heritage — like how she was 
taught by Okinawa Golf Club.

“I know first-hand that a sense 
of comfort in a community and 

access to PGA Professionals are 
both key in a golfer’s develop-
ment,” explains Hornback. “So, 
I created a pro-am golf scramble 
format at my club called The 
Tokyo Shuffle.

“I start by placing one PGA 
Professional in every foursome 
alongside three amateurs. Every 
six holes, the PGA Professional 
partners with one new member 
of the foursome, leaving the two 
remaining individuals to partner 
with one another. When you are 
on the PGA Professional’s team, 
you play each hole alternating 
shots, and if you are on the 
other team, you play a regular 
scramble. Out of the two groups, 
the one with the lowest score on 
each hole is the one that counts 
for the foursome.

“We named this The Tokyo 
Shuffle as a homage to my her-
itage — and due to the chaotic 

team atmosphere it can cause 
as a result of constant shuf-
fling. It’s always a favorite for 
my students, and provides great 
one-on-one time with a PGA 
Professional, which is vital to 
developing lifelong golfers.”

Students are then treated to 
authentic Japanese cuisine post-
round in the clubhouse, made by 
chef Hornback herself.

“You have to be innovative 
in today’s busy world to attract 
newcomers, and I use education 
through my heritage to help me 
do so,” says Hornback. “I will 
often introduce students to Jap-
anese comfort food classics, like 
miso soup and teriyaki salmon 
post-round. That way, it’s more 
than just a golf lesson. It’s anoth-
er opportunity to connect off the 
course over something everyone 
can enjoy.” x

© PGA

Tour Confidential: Which Part of the 
Game Will the Pandemic Most Impact?
1. Golf courses are open 

again in all 50 states, and 
the PGA Tour is scheduled 
to resume in four weeks, but 
in ways large and small, the 
game looks and feels very 
different than it did before 
the coronavirus. When we 
look back on this period 
a few years from now, on 
which part of the game will 
the pandemic have had the 
most lasting impact?

Dylan Dethier, senior writ-
er (@dylan_dethier): The opti-
mist in me hopes, with so many 
other activities ruled out, that golf 
is going to thrive and new golfers 
everywhere will try and love the 
game! The pessimist side of me 
thinks that courses already strug-
gling to make ends meet may 
close for good. Let’s hope Person 
No. 1 is much more correct.

Josh Sens, senior writ-
er (@JoshSens): I think both 
Dylans are correct here. Cours-
es that had serious pre-existing 
conditions heading into this are 
likely to shutter, but others seem 
bound to enjoy a kind of re-
naissance, especially as golfers 
seek out more affordable op-
tions. Could it be a Golden Age 
for munis? Competing forces 
at work here, of course, as city 
budgets dwindle. But a low-price 
course that can keep its greens 

in decent condition will be a hot 
commodity. An industry con-
sultant I spoke with said he’s 
expecting what he called “The 
Great Cleanse.” Cleanses ar-
en’t pleasant, but they can have 
some healthy results. Let’s hope.

Sean Zak, senior editor (@
Sean_Zak): I think some of the 
smartest-run courses will thrive, 
and the less smart ones will be 
wise to follow whatever it is the 
smart ones do. Is it mowing less? 
Do accoutrements like flower 
beds along the course driveways 
just never get planted? It sucks, 
but the courses that were already 
struggling to make ends meet 
are probably going to struggle 
even more. Then again, all of us 
golfers can show a little aware-
ness and play them until the 
fairways bleed. 

Nick Piastowski, senior 
editor (@nickpia): I see an im-
pact on the camaraderie that the 
game provides. How long will it 
be before you feel safe shaking 
hands again? How long will it be 
before you feel safe riding in a 
cart again with someone? How 
long will it be before you feel 
safe sitting in the clubhouse and 
enjoying a burger and beer with 
50 people in the room? I really 
hope it’s a short time, but none 
of us know. 

2. A second charity match 

was announced this week, 
this one featuring Rory McIl-
roy and Dustin Johnson 
against Rickie Fowler and 
Matthew Wolff. The event 
will come a week before the 
match pitting Tiger Woods 
and Peyton Manning vs. Phil 
Mickelson and Tom Brady. 
Which is the more compel-
ling competition?

Dethier: It’s the Tiger-Phil 
match because of one very im-
portant decision: Alternate shot 
on the back nine. Watching the 
team dynamics as these legend-
ary QBs put two of the game’s 
great recovery artists in strange 
positions will be worth the price 
of admission. I’m all in on mic’d-
up DJ, though.

Sens: For the competition it-
self, the Tiger-Phil match for the 
reasons Dylan lays out above. 
But for the venue, it’s the other 
event, hands down. A chance for 
many of us to get our first good 
look at Seminole and see what 
all the fuss is about.

Zak: I am deeply compelled 
by four elite pros playing casual 
golf against each other without 
caddies. Do they think their way 
around the course in the same 
way? Will they attempt more 
miraculous shots than normal? If 
so, gimme four guys doing that 
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champion, is convinced that the 
CBD-infused topical creams and 
powders produced by the compa-
ny Beam have contributed to his 
return to top form by increasing 
his quality of sleep and decreas-
ing inflammation in his knees and 
ankles. So bullish is Horschel on 
the products, he recently became 
an investor in Beam.

He is the latest in a growing 
group of tour members, includ-
ing Bubba Watson, a two-time 
Masters champion, and Scott 
McCarron, the reigning Schwab 
Cup winner on the Champions 
Tour, who are paid endorsers 
for CBD products. Their ad-
vocacy would appear to signal 
a growing acceptance of CBD 
use in the conservative world 
of professional golf, which has 
been slow to distinguish be-
tween recreational and medic-
inal use of marijuana-derived 
products. The chemical com-
pound, which is used to treat 
a variety of ailments from pain 
and inflammation to anxiety 
and seizure disorders, has been 
legal for golfers to use since 
the World Anti-Doping Agency 
removed CBD from its list of 
banned substances in 2018.

But allowing its use is not 
the same as endorsing it. Tour 
officials last year warned players 
that they risked failing a drug 
test if they used CBD products, 
because they are subjected to 
limited government regulation 
and may contain THC, the psy-
choactive compound of canna-
bis that is prohibited. The tour’s 
antidoping policy lists cannabis 
with drugs of abuse like co-
caine, and so Horschel initially 
shied away from CBD products 
for fear of failing a drug test 
and gaining a reputation as a 
stoner, besmirching the tour’s 
refined image.

“There’s still not enough cor-
rect information out there,” 

Horschel said in a recent inter-
view, “but that weed-smoking 
image that is out there just be-
cause people haven’t had the 
correct information is being 
torn down.”

In the past year, two play-
ers, Robert Garrigus and Matt 
Every, have served 12-week 
suspensions after failing tourna-
ment-week drug tests for THC. 
They both said they had been 
prescribed marijuana for med-
ical purposes in states where 
it is legal, their impassioned 
defenses driving home the gen-
eral perception in the men’s 
game that nothing, not even a 
performance-enhancing drug 
violation, splinters the tour’s 
genteel veneer more than a 
failed test for a so-called drug 
of abuse, even if the drug is 
obtained legally.

Garrigus was particular-
ly vocal about the tour’s drug 
policy, which allows players 
to apply for therapeutic-use 
exemptions for prescribed pain-
killers but seldom approves ex-
emptions for marijuana.

“The fact that it is social-
ly unacceptable for cannabis 
and CBD right now blows my 
mind,” Garrigus said. “It’s OK 
to take OxyContin and black 
out and run into a bunch of 
people, but you can’t take CBD 
and THC without someone 
looking at you funny. It makes 
no sense.”

McCarron said he first heard 
about CBD from his wife, 
Jenny, a competitive triathlete, 
who read about its use among 
athletes in her sport. “The PGA 
Tour does not want to own it so 
much,” McCarron said. “They 
say, ‘Well, it’s just a fad.’ But 
this stuff works.”

Andy Levinson, who oversees 
the tour’s antidoping program, 
which is conducted during tour-
nament weeks, cited the lack 
of regulation of CBD products 

as a concern. He pointed last 
year to a 2017 study conduct-
ed by the American Medical 
Association that found THC in 
more than a fifth of the CBD 
products being sold online that 
it tested.

“There is no guarantee that 
what is on the label is what is 
contained in the product,” he 
said.

Levinson’s warning gave 
Horschel pause, which is why 
he chose a company, he said, 
that subjects its products to 
three independent tests to make 
sure they are THC-free.

Horschel said he had been 
drug-tested twice in tournament 
weeks since he started using the 
product. He said he was more 
concerned that the Claritin-D 
tablets he takes for his allergies 
would trigger a positive test 
than his CBD use.

For players who traverse time 
zones regularly and routinely 
finish rounds at dinnertime on 
one day and then tee off early 
the next morning, subpar sleep 
is virtually an occupational haz-
ard. Horschel said that when 
he had an afternoon tee time, 
followed the next day by an 

early-morning round, he might 
get only four hours of sleep 
because he would have so much 
adrenaline in his system after 
his late finish.

“It would take me so long 
to calm down and to sort of 
shut my brain down,” Horschel 
said. Beam’s sleep product “has 
been a massive help for that,” 
he added.

The way McCarron sees it, 
the players are better off taking 
CBD products than a prescrip-
tion drug. “Ambien, Xanax, any 
of those drugs are so bad for 
you,” McCarron said after last 
season’s season finale on the 
Champions Tour, where the 
players are more open about 
their CBD use, their chron-
ic aches and pains caused by 
decades of wear and tear on 
their bodies perhaps embold-
ening them to speak. Referring 
to CBD, McCarron continued: 
“Why not promote it? I wish 
the tour would be a little more 
behind it.”

A CBD company, CV Scienc-
es Inc., was an official sponsor 
of the tour stop in San Diego 
in January, and the products 
have gained plenty of unofficial 

exposure. When Phil Mickel-
son, a five-time major champi-
on, began chewing gum during 
competitive rounds last year, he 
set off widespread rumors that 
he was chewing CBD gum, a 
position that McCarron main-
tains. “Tiger? Yeah, he’s chew-
ing it,” McCarron said. “Phil? 
He’s chewing it.”

The speculation intensified 
during the second round of last 
year’s Masters when Mickelson 
was caught on TV squirting a 
liquid into his mouth using an 
eye dropper while waiting to 
hit a shot. Tiger Woods chewed 
gum all week on his way to the 
title, explaining afterward that 
it helped curb his appetite. If 
CBD gum was what Woods 
was chewing — he declined to 
say — he had ample reason for 
not wanting to unnecessarily 
confuse the public, which might 
recall that when Woods was 
arrested on a D.U.I. charge 
in 2017, he had THC in his 
system.

Mickelson, who won his 
44th tour title last year at age 
48, said the gum he had been 
chewing was infused with caf-
feine, not CBD. “The rumors 
that I am involved in any ca-
pacity with CBD is not true,” 
he said in a text message. “It’s 
something I’ve looked into. I did 
try it, but I’m not using it now.”

Before the season was sus-
pended, Horschel had an ankle 
tendon injury that he treated 
with a CBD-infused cream, 
which allowed him to play on 
without pain. “It allows you 
to recover better and get over 
aches in a more natural way,” 
he said.

There is only one treatment 
for aches and pains that’s bet-
ter, Horschel said, and that’s 
the one that has been forced on 
all the players during the past 
two months: rest x

© The New York Times

Scott McCarron, the reigning Schwab Cup winner on the Champions 
Tour, is a paid endorser for CBD products. (Stacy Revere/Getty Images)

CBD
(Continued from Page 1)

just one measure that will be 
used to maintain safety amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“At any time we can know 
around the golf course how 
many people are collecting in 
a certain area,” Sullivan said 
of the benefits of the tracking 
technology.

“We’re going to use that tech-
nology to make sure that we’re 
protecting everyone around us, 
protecting the folks that are in-
side those various venues and 
make sure that we’re monitor-
ing effectively and producing a 
tournament that everyone can 
be comfortable with.”

In a phone interview with Golf 
Digest Sullivan explained that a 
small group of marshals on the 
grounds would have access to 
the tracking information and if 
areas become congested people 
will be asked to disperse.

Sullivan said less high-tech 

measures, such as elimination 
of grandstands and wearing of 
masks by staff and volunteers, 
would also be employed.

The number of fans allowed 
on the course will also be limited, 
and those who attend will have 
their temperatures taken.

Hand sanitizer will be widely 
available, draft beer and fountain 
drinks won’t be offered and all 
monetary transactions will be 
handled by credit or debit card, 
not cash.

The PGA Tour halted its sea-
son on March 12, in the midst 
of the Players Championship, as 
increasing numbers of COVID-
19 cases brought global sport to 
a standstill.

One of the biggest concerns 
surrounding the resumption of 
competition has been the pos-
sibility that large gatherings of 
fans could spark a surge of new 
virus cases.

The tour is aiming to resume 

on June 11 with the Charles 
Schwab Challenge at Colonial 
Country Club in Fort Worth, 
Texas, the first of four events 
that will be played without fans.

The first tournament that 
might be able to admit fans is 
the John Deere Classic in Sil-
vis, Illinois, the week before the 
Memorial.

But it’s not definite that the 
closed-door policy will end after 
four events.

Clair Peterson, tournament di-
rector of the John Deere, said the 
decision to admit fans will depend 
on what local government restric-
tions remain in place in to com-
bat the spread of coronavirus.

“Who knows? Memorial could 
be the first event with fans if we 
do not have them, but they’re in 
the exact same position of not 
knowing what will be permissi-
ble,” Peterson said. “But they 
have to make every preparation 
possible, as we are.” x

Track Fans
(Continued from Page 1)
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been removed. Flagsticks are not 
removed, with various devices 
employed to keep balls from 
dropping into the hole so that 
golfers can avoid the unsanitary 
practice of reaching into a hole 
to retrieve a ball.

In states where golf carts are 
permitted — many require players 
to walk the course — sharing is 
allowed only when both riders 
are from the same household. 
The post-round cleansing of 
carts has become so rigorous 
that Art Walton, a vice pres-
ident at Crystal Springs, has 
begun calling some employees 

“golf cart hygienists” instead of 
attendants.

There has been pushback in 
some states about whether golf-
ers are appropriately practicing 
social distancing. David, the In-
diana golf official, said people 
have taken photos of groups of 
golfers and sent them to gov-
ernment agencies as evidence 
to support allegations that estab-
lished golf course safeguards are 
being violated.

“Someone sees four golf carts 
together and thinks that’s a lot 
of people when it’s actually four 
people in four carts,” David said. 
“A lot of it is a wrong perception.”

Among golf’s stakeholders, 
the game’s place as one of 
a limited number of outdoor 
activities sanctioned by health 
and governmental officials, al-
beit with restrictions, has given 
golf a chance to expand its 
reach.

Seth Waugh, the chief exec-
utive of the P.G.A. of America, 
is, for example, encouraged 
that golf is being viewed as, 
“really just a walk in the park, 
right?”

Tuesday, Waugh was speaking 
to reporters on a conference 
call along with a consortium of 
American golf leaders to an-
nounce a three-stage plan of 
best practices and uniform safety 
protocols for golf’s return na-
tionally dubbed “Back2Golf.”

“You’re seeing a playing in 
the park kind of atmosphere 
that’s going on in lots of places 
in the country that we touch,” 
Waugh said.

He added: “We’re hoping that 
this ironically could end up being 
a growth opportunity.” x

© The New York Times

So, when is the right time to 
switch into new equipment?

The absolute best way to know 
for sure is to consult with a pro-
fessional fitting expert to eval-
uate your current setup. I can’t 
recommend this enough. Still, 
I understand that many golfers 
won’t go through the complete 
process, for varying reasons, 
which is why, for this article, 
I’ve enlisted the help of David 
McKee, the production manger 
at GOLF.com’s sister company 
True Spec Golf. He’s a longtime 
expert in the field of club build-
ing and fitting. Together, we’ve 
compiled 5 telltale signs that it’s 
time for an equipment upgrade.

Note: Some performance is-
sues can be fixed by changing 
out shafts for something that 
fits better, or by using lead tape 
to shift CG (center of gravity). 
This article is for clubs that are 
beyond simple fixes.

1. Too much spin. Whether 
it’s with your driver or irons, 
having too much spin on your 
golf ball during flight can have 
negative effects. Launching the 
ball high can be helpful, but too 
much spin will make the ball 
balloon in the air, losing distance 

and control in the wind. 
For those reasons, most new 

golf equipment technology is 
designed to increase height but 
lower spin. So, if you’re playing 
with a driver from the mid-2010s 
or earlier, or irons from last de-
cade, it’s likely that you’re cost-
ing yourself distance and control. 

If, under relatively dry course 
conditions, your drives hit the 
fairway and stop quickly without 
rolling out, your ball is probably 
spinning too much. Also, if your 
irons seem to float too much 
in the air and you’re constantly 
coming up short of your ex-
pected distances, too much spin 
could be the culprit. In these 
cases, newer low-spin technolo-
gies could be very helpful. 

2. Not enough height. Do 
your drives barely get off the 
ground, with more of a line-drive 
flight than a towering moon 
shot? Are your irons hitting the 
greens and bounding over the 
back? 

If this is the case, you’re giv-
ing up distance and distance 
control. Penetrating ball flights 
can be helpful in super windy 
conditions, but hitting the ball 
too low can be detrimental in 
the long run. 

Every year, new technologies 
hit the market that help golfers 
hit the ball higher. If you’re a 
golfer who hits the ball too low, 
and you’re playing with older 
golf equipment, it’s likely that 
new equipment can be a game 
changer. By launching the ball 
higher into the air, you could 
gain distance off the tee and 
control with your irons.

3. Your playing partners 
are passing you by. If you’ve 
been playing with a regular four-
some for years and you’ve no-
ticed they recently started pass-
ing you by in distance, there 
could be a reason for that. 

Year-over-year, distance in-
creases in new equipment 
are generally minimal. If you 
bought a driver in 2019, the 
2020 model may only be 1-2 
yards longer. But, if you have 
a driver from 2004, then the 
2020 model could be 20+ yards 
longer. From a common sense 
standpoint, just think about all 
those years gone by of minimal 
improvements.

The same goes for irons. 
Modern iron technology has im-
proved drastically just over the 
last 5 years. Things like perime-
ter weighting and hollow bodies 
have made irons both longer and 
more forgiving. 

If your buddy recently bought 
a new driver and has all the 
sudden started outdriving you, 
maybe ask to try his driver next 
time you’re at the range togeth-
er. Hit your older technology 
against his new technology and 
see the difference. Don’t be sur-
prised if the new technology 
helps you pick up big distance. 

4. Poor divot pattern. Do 
your iron divots look like you 
tried digging your way to the 
Earth’s core? Generally speak-

ing, iron divots should resemble 
the size of dollar bills. Nice and 
thin pieces of grass should fly 
through the air after impact, not 
large bricks of sod. 

If you’re taking huge divots, 
then it’s likely you’re playing 
irons or wedges that don’t have 
enough bounce on the sole. You 
can certainly learn to shallow the 
club out and get less steep to ad-
dress the issue, but better-fit golf 
equipment can be a quick fix. 

In the modern age of golf 
equipment, companies provide 
a number of different iron styles 
to appease different swings. If 
you’re a digger, seek out iron 
styles that have wide soles and 
high degrees of bounce. This 
will keep the leading edge from 
digging too much, and give you 
more control of your golf ball. 

5. Wear and tear is be-
yond repair. If your grip is 

coming apart, that isn’t a huge 
concern. Just get your club re-
gripped! If there’s a cosmetic 
issue with your clubs, that isn’t a 
big issue either; it probably isn’t 
affecting performance much, if 
at all. But, if there’s a big prob-
lem with your club head, you 
should think about an upgrade. 

If the crown of your driver is 
littered with dents, or the face 
of your irons/wedges have no 
grooves because of so much 
wear, then it’s time for new 
equipment. 

McKee says that when irons 
and wedges lose their grooves, 
the ball will lose spin going into 
the green. So, if you’ve had 
a sand wedge for years, and 
you’ve noticed that the ball is 
bouncing and rolling out instead 
of bouncing and spinning, you 
probably need a new wedge. x

© Golf.com

You don’t always need to buy a whole new club. For example, Brandt 
Snedeker has replaced the insert of his putter multiple times, but has 
kept the same putter head for years. (Andrew Tursky)

Golfers at Crystal Springs. Course operators nationwide have said that 
they have seen new client behaviors and demographics. (Bryan Anselm for The 
New York Times)

Long Walk
(Continued from Page 2)

New Clubs

(Continued from Page 1)
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LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-585-936-0401
Ask about same-day 

installation!
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July 18, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination
 fee applies. Installation starts
 at $99 with 36 monitoring
 agreement. See all o� er  
 details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
OUTDOOR CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all o� er details below.

Save Now On Home Security

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security
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PRICE

That’s what an organ donor is to someone waiting for a 
transplant—forever appreciated for giving the ultimate gift. 

Live life to the fullest. Help others do the same.

Join the donor registry at www.PassLifeOn.org



Nick Price Set The Masters Course Record Despite a 
Hungover Caddie Giving Him Bad Yardages All Day

by ALEX MYERS
Nick Price shot the first 63 in 

Masters history in 1986, but the 
quote he gave after his birdie 
attempt on No. 18 lipped out 
is arguably more well-known. “I 
think Bobby Jones’ hand came 
up and popped it out the hole,” 
Price mused. “And said, ‘That’s 
enough.’”

Turns out, it may have been 
Price’s caddie who kept him 
from firing the first 62 in major 
championship history.

Dave McNeilly was on the bag 
for Price that year and he recent-
ly told quite the tale involving 
that legendary third round. Let’s 
just say the score is even more 
legendary considering the state 
of the longtime looper, who 
went out hard the night before 
to celebrate his boss making 
the cut.

“But I actually overdid it,” Mc-
Neilly says. “And I was way, way 
too drunk when I showed up on 
Saturday.”

Unfortunately for Price, this 
cost him right away when Mc-
Neilly gave him a bad number 
for his approach on No. 1. Price 
flew the green, wound up in a 
bush, took a penalty drop and 
saved bogey. On the following 
hole, McNeilly says the Hall of 
Famer told him he could “smell 
the drink” on him and relieved 
him of the yardage book.

After that, Price caught fire. 
And with the course record in 
his sights, he turned back to 
his trusted caddie for help on 
a layup yardage on the par-5 
15th. As McNeilly tells it, he told 
Price he had 275 yards to the 
water and encouraged him to 
hit a hard 5-wood. Price obliged 
and was stunned when his ball 
wound up 12 feet from the hole 
instead of short of the water. 
Whoops!

Price two-putted for birdie, 
then stuck his tee shot to two 
feet on No. 16 for another bird-

ie before two closing pars gave 
him the tournament record. But 
the capper on this incredible 
story is that McNeilly, after giv-
ing his player more bad advice 
before the approach on 18 that 
was fortunately ignored, blames 
himself for jinxing the final putt. 
“Worst day of my life.” Have a 
listen to the entire thing:

Your boss making Masters his-
tory and yet you remember it as 
the worst day of your life? That 
must have been one heckuva 
hangover.

Anyway, Price opened that 
week with 79, but after a Fri-
day 69 snuck into the weekend 
(Hence, the cause for celebration 
from McNeilly). Then he fired 
the 63 to move within one shot 
of 54-hole leader Greg Norman, 
a man who shot the only other 
Masters 63 a decade later and 
with whom he was paired in 
Sunday’s final group.

Of course, no one remem-

bers much of all that because 
of what happened in that final 
round in 1986 (HINT: JACK). 
But Price had a wild and mem-
orable performance himself that 
week. One that we now know 
was even wilder than previously 
thought.

©Golf Digest
•  •  •

Matthias Schwab: 
Young Austrian 
Hoping for 
Ryder Cup Bid

by TIM LETCHER
Matthias Schwab quickly es-

tablished himself as one of the 
finest young players on the Eu-
ropean Tour. After turning pro 
in 2017, Schwab earned his 
European Tour card for the 
2018 season and he didn’t 
waste any time in making a 
name for himself.

In his first year on the Euro-

pean Tour, Schwab played in 
26 tournaments and made 18 
cuts. He had four top 10 finishes 
and finished 72nd in the Race 
to Dubai.

Last season, Schwab took an-
other step forward. He had a 
pair of runner-up finishes, one at 
the Porsche European Open and 
another at the Turkish Airlines 
Open. He would record seven 
top 10s during the season and 
would finish 17th in the Race to 
Dubai, ahead of many players 
who are more household names, 
like Sergio Garcia, Paul Casey 
and Francesco Molinari.

This season, Schwab contin-
ues to play well. He has made 
five starts and made the cut 
in each event in which he has 
played. His play has not been 
spectacular, but he keeps mak-
ing cuts.

Schwab tied for 44th at the 
Saudi International, tied for 
42nd at both the Abu Dhabi 
HSBC Championship and the 
World Golf Championships-Mex-
ico Championship and tied for 
23rd at the Omega Dubai Desert 
Classic. His best finish this sea-
son is a tie for 21st at the Qatar 
Masters in March.

Schwab, who was a two-
time All-American at Vanderbilt 
University, was an outstanding 
amateur player. Just before he 
turned pro, he was the top-
ranked European in the World 
Amateur Golf Ranking.

Now, he hopes to build on his 
success and he hopes to contin-
ue to climb in the Official World 
Golf Rankings and the European 
Ryder Cup standings. He’s cur-
rently 82nd in the OWGR and 
11th in the European Ryder Cup 
standings.

If he makes the Ryder Cup, he 
could become the first Austrian 
to play in the event. Countryman 
Bernd Wiesberger is also hoping 

to be the first Austrian in the 
event.

Schwab could be an option 
for one of captain Padraig Har-
rington’s three captain’s picks, if 
Harrington decides to go young. 
If not, Schwab will likely have a 
great chance to be playing in 
future Ryder Cups.

©Pro Golf Now
•  •  •

Hall of Fame 
Coach Don 
Shula Was an 
Avid Golfer

by John Strege
Don Shula was an avid golfer, 

if not a particularly good one, an 
occasional bane for a man who 
had a golf course named after 
him, Don Shula’s Golf Club in 
Miami Lakes, Fla.

In a story for the USGA’s mag-
azine, Golf Journal, in 1996, 
Dave Sheinen (now with the 
Washington Post) asked Shula 
whether it was weird to play a 
course with his name on it.

“Yeah,” he replied. “People 
think you’re supposed to be 
good.”

Shula, a Pro Football Hall of 
Fame coach who took the Miami 
Dolphins to six Super Bowls, 
winning two of them, died on 
Monday. He was 90.

The USGA story noted that 
his handicap was 19, though 
that was in his first year of re-
tirement, and presumably in 
the ensuing years, when he was 
playing substantially more golf, 
the number came down some. 
During football seasons, he 
never took a day off to play golf.

“The tough thing for me in 
golf was, I’d play a couple of 
good rounds in the summer, 
then I’d have to put my clubs 
away for six months,” he said.

19th Hole — PAGE 10

Augusta NationalNick Price with caddie Dave McNeilly during the third round of the 1986 Masters.

The19th Hole . . . News, Notes & Quotes From the World of Golf

ANTALYA, TURKEY - NOVEMBER 09: Matthias Schwab of Austria plays 
his second shot into the 18th green during the third round of the Turkish 
Airlines Open at The Montgomerie Maxx Royal on November 09, 2019 
in Antalya, Turkey. (Warren Little/Getty Images)

Joel AuerbachFormer Miami Dolphins head coach Don Shula presents 
the Gene Sarazen Cup to Tiger Woods after he won the 2007 WGC-CA 
Championship at at the Doral Golf Resort and Spa on March 25, 2007 
in Miami, Florida. (Joel Auerbach/Getty Images)
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GOLF opinion & comment
Strong Played Won’t Go Unrewarded for Harris English

by DOUG FERGUSON
(AP) — The sure solution to 

just about any problem in golf 
always is to play better.

Harris English wondered if 
that would be enough.

If going six years without a win 
wasn’t difficult enough, English 
failed to keep his full card after 
seven seasons on the PGA Tour. 
He had conditional status at No. 
149 in the FedEx Cup standings, 
meaning the 30-year-old from 
Georgia could only play in tour-
naments that had room.

And he played better.
English finished no worse than 

a tie for sixth in four tourna-
ments in the fall and had another 
top 10 at Bay Hill. He already 
was at No. 24 in the FedEx Cup, 
enough to get into The Players 
Championship. He opened with 
a 65, two off the lead.

That was the final round be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic 
shut down The Players, along 
with the next four tournaments.

And then the Masters was 
postponed.

And then four more PGA Tour 
events were canceled. And there 
was speculation — there still is 
in some corners — whether any 
golf would be played the rest of 
the season.

The news English wanted — 
but wasn’t guaranteed — came 
last week when the PGA Tour 
decided that no one would lose 
their card in a virus-shortened 
season. Players would have the 
same status as when they started 
the season, unless they improved 

their priority ranking.
“There was definitely some 

relief,” English said Tuesday. 
“I guess they could have kept it 
the same. But to bump up my 
status, that’s cool. It’s how it 
should be. I shouldn’t be penal-
ized for a whole other year for 
being 126th to 150th. I’ve pret-
ty much got my card locked up.”

Now he can’t wait to play 
again.

English lives and plays out 
of Sea Island, where there is 
no shortage of strong competi-
tion from the number of PGA 
Tour players in the neighbor-
hood. One such occasion was 
at Federica Golf Club, where a 
dozen tour players each ponied 
up $100. English shot 67 and 

cleaned up.
“I’ve taken a little bit of a 

break,” English said. “But I’ve 
used this time to keep it going, 
to get better, to add to what I’ve 
already done. I want to get to 
where I’m rested and ready to go 
as if I’ve been playing.”

He has been working with his 
swing coach at Sea Island, Jus-
tin Parsons, a couple of times a 
week. His putting coach, Ramon 
Bescana, drove up from Jack-
sonville, Florida, for a session.

How much a three-month 
break helps or hurt will be de-
termined when the scores count 
and the stakes are higher.

Rory McIlroy, the world’s No. 
1 player, said this week he went 
seven weeks without playing 

until courses in South Florida 
reopened late last week. Dustin 
Johnson and Brooks Koepka, 
a pair of former No. 1s, hav-
en’t really hit their stride since 
knee surgeries after last season. 
Maybe the time off will help.

For English, the work is not 
done.

“I know I’m in a good situa-
tion,” he said. “But I want to get 
back to Maui (Tournament of 
Champions), the WGCs, back 
to the majors. This is a good 
opportunity.”

The objective is not to get 
into the funk that cost him his 
card. English attributed it in the 
simplest terms as the “search for 
perfect,” which typically leads 
to problems in a sport where 

perfection is never found.
He looked at old video from his 

time at college — English won a 
Nationwide Tour event when he 
was at Georgia — and considered 
what he did well. It was a time to 
stop looking around at how well 
McIlroy hit the driver and how well 
Brandt Snedeker putted — and 
realized what he had was good 
enough to win twice on the PGA 
Tour.

English narrowly missed get-
ting his full card back through 
the Korn Ferry Tour Finals last 
year. He was nervous that last 
round, something he hadn’t felt 
in some time. That was the start.

Instead of getting down about 
losing his card, English huddled 
with his manager, his coach 
and his caddie and figured out 
a way to use his situation to his 
advantage.

“I know I’m not going to 
get in as many tournaments,” 
he said. “But when I was in a 
tournament, I was going to be 
prepared, focused and rested. I 
didn’t see it as a negative. Little 
stuff can go a long way.”

English was No. 369 in the 
world when he missed out on 
his card. Now he’s up to No. 
155, still a long way to go, but 
certainly headed in the right di-
rection. Assuming golf resumes 
June 11-14 at Colonial, he’ll 
have about three months to fin-
ish what he started.

And the best news is knowing 
that even if there are more de-
lays to the schedule, he won’t 
lose what he’s already done.  x

HARRIS ENGLISH hits out of a bunker on the seventh fairway during the first round of The Players Champi-
onship in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. English started the season with limited status and is assured a full card for 
next season. (AP PHOTO, CHRIS O’MEARA/FILE)
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Reading
Reading has become an un-

dervalued and underutilized skill 
in modern day society. But 
just ask FedExCup champion 
Rory McIlroy how important 
it can be.

While Ashton reacquainted him-
self with Little Tommy Morris, 
Hudson and I read “The ABC’s 
of Golf” and “Swing into Oppo-
sites with Golf” by Susan Greene. 
These kids’ books were picked up 
during the PGA Championship in 
2015 at Whistling Straights and 
personally signed by the author. 
There are hundreds of reading 
options when it comes to golf 
you could use — including, of 
course, PGATOUR.COM. But 
I’m not sure how I should take 
the fact that Ashton didn’t last 
long going through his old man’s 
stories.

Writing
After letting me know my sto-

ries were “a bit too boring” for 
him, I challenged my eldest son 
to write his own golf story. Again 
the premise was simple as I just 
gave him the title: Why I like 
golf. Any of my annoyance from 
his critique of my writing drained 
away pretty fast when one of his 
main reasons was, “I get to play 
it with my Dad.”

Art
This one was simple. Some 

paper, crayons, markers and a 
simple instruction. If you were 
designing a golf hole, what 
would it look like? It was fun to 
watch their little minds work, 
adding water and sand. Design-
ing first straight, then trying to 
add doglegs. Ashton thought a 
snake-like hole would be cool. 
Hudson liked having a big lake 
to play over — albeit with a 
“fairway” bridge you could hit 
onto “if you can’t hit it very far 
like me yet.”

His next question took us to 
the next lesson.

“Dad, can we actually build 
our own golf hole?”

Engineering
OK, so the boys couldn’t build 

a real golf hole at home — I don’t 
exactly have a Tiger Woods-size 
backyard — but they could design 
a mini-golf hole. In fact, they 
came up with three. First, they 
utilized my putting mat with ball 
return. They lined the edges of 
the 7-foot mat with soft blocks 
for walls and added a bridge 
from their magic tracks car set 
right in the middle. If you went 
over the bridge, you could make 
an ace … but if you went around 
it, you most likely were looking 
at a two. 

The second hole was made 
from spare felt that comes out 
when Dad hosts poker nights, 
and they created a tunnel 
through their arched blocks. The 
same premise applied. Take the 
risk of going through the tunnel 
and a hole-in-one might result, 
but misjudge it and perhaps face 
a big number. 

Lastly they pulled out their own 
putting mat — a version that has 
three holes to aim at. This is 
where they really added some 
creative flair. Using their exten-
sive Hot Wheels collection, they 
created pathways to the three 
holes. One was easy, one me-
dium, one hard. When I asked 
Ashton why anyone would both-
er going for the hard hole, he 
shot me one of those looks kids 
are famous for, the type that is 
silent but means, “What are you, 
some kind of idiot?”

Turns out he hadn’t finished 
the design yet. He and his broth-
er cut out circles of paper the 
size of the holes and wrote -1, 
-2 and -3 on them before placing 
them in the easy, medium and 
hard options respectively. “The 
last hole at mini golf is always 
different. Whichever hole you go 
in, you get to take that off your 
score,” he explained.

After a few practice rounds, 
we took on the par-6 course. 
Dad took no prisoners, shooting 
+1 but with a -2 bonus, leaving 
me with a 5-shot total. Ashton 

shot +4 off the stick but did get 
the -3 bonus for a 7 total, while 
young Hudson was also +1 off 
the stick, with the only ace of the 
match coming via the -1 bonus 
for a 6-shot total. I guess I’m not 
one of those let-your-kids-win 
dads … at least not yet.

Physical Education
While we could have just hit 

whiffle and sponge balls outside 
on the front yard for our exercise 
— and we have a few times — we 
took it up a notch with a fun cir-
cuit course. Sort of a drive, chip 
and putt competition but with a 
speed component.

First, a sprint from a start 
line to a club where you had 
to hit chips until you hit a ball 
into the target net. Then run to 
the second station, where you 
took driver and needed to get 
the whiffle ball past a certain 
distance, but also between the 
accuracy lines. Then, a quick 
bolt to the 5-foot putt. Make 
that and run to the finish to stop 
the clock. We didn’t try to beat 
each other, just our own person-
al best times.

Resources
Tiger Woods and his TGR 

Foundation in partnership with 
Discovery Education have cre-
ated TGR EDU: Explore — a 
no-cost digital platform for ed-
ucators and students. This gives 
free access to TGR Foundation’s 
award-winning STEM curric-
ula, college-access programs 
and career development. The 
website offers interactive digi-
tal resources, designed for stu-
dents in grades 6-12, which 
develops problem-solving and 
decision-making skills with re-
al-world applications in col-
lege-access and STEM learn-
ing. TGR EDU: Explore offers  
40-plus assets for educators, 
students and families including 
webinars, lesson plans, family 
discussions starter and a Virtual 
Field Trip to Facebook.  x

©PGA TOUR

Lesson Plan (Continued from Page 4)

Shula had a home at the ex-
clusive enclave of Indian Creek 
Island in Miami Beach and was 
a member of Indian Creek Coun-
try Club, where his neighbor 
was Raymond Floyd. Shula, in 
fact, met his wife Mary Ann 
at a New Year’s Eve party at 
Floyd’s home, the South Florida 

Sun-Sentinel reported.
When Shula retired, Floyd and 

his wife Maria invited Shula and 
Mary Ann to Hawaii for the Se-
nior Skins Game. In a practice 
round with Floyd, Shula made a 
hole-in-one, with Arnold Palmer 
playing behind him and Jack 
Nicklaus ahead of him.

“Shula, who used to be known 
for keeping a stoic face on the 
football field, nearly jumped out 
of his shoes,” Sheinen wrote.

He was animated in retelling 
the story, Sheinen wrote. “So 
when the ball goes in, Ray-
mond yells over to Arnie, ‘Hey, 
Arnie, coach just made a hole-

in-one!’ I said to myself, ‘Am I 
dreaming?’”

Shula also had a Pebble 
Beach condominium overlook-
ing the par-5 14th hole at the 
Links at Spanish Bay. He was 
a member of Tehama Golf Club 
in Carmel, owned by Clint East-
wood. He would spend a couple 

of months each summer in Peb-
ble Beach.

In 2007, he was the honor-
ary chairman of the WGC-CA 
Championship at Doral and 
presented the Gene Saraz-
en Cup to the winner, Tiger 
Woods.  x

©Golf Digest
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at Seminole rather than just the 
two at Medalist. 

Piastowski: I’m really en-
joying the dry humor going on 
among Tiger, Phil, Tom and 
Peyton, but I’m a bit more in-
trigued by the Rory, Dustin, 
Rickie and Matthew match. (In 
writing that last sentence, it’s 
pretty interesting that you can 
identify pretty much all the guys 
by just their first name. Haha!) 
The RDRM match will be our 
first live, televised golf in about 
two months, and I get the feeling 
they’ll try to put on a show in 
order to outdo the older crew. 

3. Vijay Singh is planning 
to play a Korn Ferry event 
when that tour resumes play 
in June, meaning the World 
Golf Hall of Famer will be 
taking the place of a regu-
lar Korn Ferry player on the 
minor-league circuit. Singh’s 
decision enraged at least one 
Korn Ferry player, who called 
out Singh with a series of 
sharply worded tweets be-
fore apologizing. (Singh’s 
not alone, by the way — Joel 
Dahmen and Kevin Streel-
man are among the Tour 
players in the field at the 
Scottsdale Open this week.) 
Given the current circum-
stances, should established 
Tour pros feel sheepish 
about playing in mini-tour 
events?

Dethier: I spilled enough ink 
on this one last week, but here’s 
the gist of it: Vijay Singh, one of 
this generation’s greats, has very 
much earned the right to tee it up 
that week — or really any week, 
anywhere. We should appreciate 
that a 57-year-old legend still has 
the fire to tee it up against golf’s 
next generation.

Sens: It does come off as a 
little ruthless, but, you know, 
no crying in baseball. Or golf. 
Singh isn’t breaking any rules 
to play, or benefiting from any 
dubious sponsor’s exemption. 
Don’t like it? Shooting a lower 
score is a way better response 
than sounding off on Twitter. On 
a side note, this whole rhubarb 
has drawn additional attention 
to an event that we wouldn’t 
otherwise be talking about, so 
that’s good, right?

Zak: I’ll play (what I think is a 
very reasonable) devil’s advocate 
and say yeah, KFT pros unques-
tionably need the start more than 
Veej. You cannot disprove that. 
Would it be potentially nicer that 
KFT player No. 144 or 128 or 
whoever gets their 36-72 holes 
instead of someone in the Hall? 
Again, undoubtedly true. But as 
always, pro golf has a ubiquitous 
excuse to clap back with: play 
better. Play better at any given 
time, and it will help you out 
sometime down the road when 
you need it. Brutally truthful right 
now, but it still works. 

Piastowski: There’s no doubt 
strong cases on both sides here, 
but if a player wants to play com-
petitive golf and the player has 
earned the right to play com-

petitive golf, the player gets to 
play competitive golf. We hav-
en’t heard from Vijay yet, either 
(though he did like a few pro-Vijay 
tweets on Twitter) — there could 
be something more to the story. 

4. The Memorial revealed 
some of its plans as the PGA 
Tour’s second scheduled 
tournament with fans — elec-
tronic tracking of fans to 
prevent congregating, no 
grandstands and tempera-
ture checks. With such pre-
cautions, is it feasible that 
we could see spectators at 
events as early as July?

Dethier: I don’t see how it will 
be done safely at a large scale 
— shuttle buses and capacity 
crowds both seem like no-nos. 
If I put on my optimist’s hat, I 
guess a very limited number of 
fans could show up, park on site 
and walk to the course, where 
they’d stay spread out.

Sens: Feasible? Sure. Wise. I 
dunno. Seems like the potential 
risks outweigh the benefits.

Zak: It’s feasible. It could hap-
pen. Anything could happen. 
Just know that one month from 
now will feel as different (or 
more different) as a month ago 
felt. Spectators at a Tour event 
are still two months away, at the 
earliest. If I had to guess, the 
guidelines for spectator access 
will be even more stringent than 
the Memorial is planning. These 
events definitely want fans there, 
but they also don’t want egg on 
their face. 

Piastowski: The steps are 
great. And I agree with Sean — 
they do not want this to flop, so 
the plan should be airtight. But 
rule No. 1 on the plan, in bold 
and underlined and set at 100 
point, should be if it’s not clear, 
if it’s risky, it’s a no-go. Let’s 
get this thing clear and be done 
with it. 

5. In a column examin-
ing some of golf’s new safe-
ty measures, our Michael 
Bamberger posited that the 
game is better without bun-
ker rakes. “Faster, for one 
thing,” Bamberger wrote. 
“More primitive. More 
penal, for being someplace 
you shouldn’t be.” Agree?

Dethier: Oh yeah. Pros aim 
for the bunkers! At many Tour 
courses, that’s where they’ll find 
the most predictable lies. A little 
injection of ruggedness into the 
game would be a better chal-
lenge and make for more com-
pelling viewing.

Sens: I don’t mind (some) 
unpredictability, and I love the 
increased pace of play, so yeah, 
sure. Worth mentioning, though, 
that not all bunkers are created 
equal. Tour pros make it look 
easy from the sand because they 
are elite players, of course, but 
also because the sand they play 
is pretty much perfect. Not just 
that it’s raked smooth, but the 
quality and consistency of the 
sand itself. That’s not at all the 
case at most of the courses the 
vast majority of us play. Also, at 
a high-falutin rakeless place like 

Pine Valley, most players are 
at least going to make an effort 
to smooth the sand with their 
feet. That’s not going to happen 
at your local muni, where the 
“primitive and penal” Michael 
refers to would simply become a 
comical minefield of footprints. 
As much as any features on a 
course, bunkers reveal the dif-
ference between golf’s haves and 
have-nots. The one-percenters 
simply have it easier. Long story 
short: I like the idea of going 
rakeless, so long as there’s a 
local rule that allows you to take 
relief within a bunker on courses 
where there’s been zero effort to 
smooth out the sand. As for the 
fine print of that rule, I’ll leave 
that to someone smarter. 

Zak: I wonder how a world of 
unraked bunkers would change 
my approach shots, or perhaps 
my practice sessions. I think 
we’d all become better bunker 
players and understand that the 
feeling of the sand beneath our 
spikes is worth something! Sud-
denly being first out is wayyy 
better than being last out, right? 

Piastowski: DON’T MAKE 
THE GAME ANY HARDER! 
Haha! It does add another stra-
tegic element to the game, for 
sure. And something else to con-
sider: You totally know there’s 
going to be a Trapgate/Sand-
gate/Bunkergate (trademark) 
when some pro or some caddie 
“accidentally” builds a few castles 
in the trap to hurt the players 
behind them. 

6. Joel Dahmen shot a 
14-under 58 (!) at one of 

his home courses, which in-
cluded a 12-under blitz over 
his last 11 holes. What’s 
the most eye-popping round 
you’ve ever witnessed?

Dethier: A few months into 
my pro career, an unnamed 
player in the group in front of 
me at a New England mini-
tour event took several minutes 
emerging from the left woods on 
No. 12. Later, I’d find out that 
he’d been doing some, uh, dirty 
work in there after a negative 
reaction to something he ate. 
Also, he shot 62.

Sens: For sheer statistical ab-
surdity, I’m going to have to 
refer to one of my own rounds. 
Ten years or so ago, I, a 6 or 
7 handicap at the time, was 
6-under through nine holes at 
the Links at Spanish Bay, and 
7-under through 11, playing 
from the tips. That span of holes 
included two hole-outs from the 
fairway for eagle. It was totally 
ridiculous. And of course I re-
verted to the norm and wound 
up going 16-over for my final 7 
holes, low-lighted by a 9 on the 
short par-3 13th hole. I didn’t 
break 80.

Zak: Hahahahahha, Sens! 

That’s incredible. In terms of 
eye-popping, Spieth’s 64 on 
Sunday at Augusta chasing after 
Patrick Reed was pretty damn 
remarkable. Sunday at the Mas-
ters, you can only hope to see 
every shot from a reasonable 
distance, so that little white ball 
is even smaller and yet it contin-
ues to just go to the hole like a 
magnet. The ball just kept going 
in. 12, 15, 16, etc. Eventually 
his Titleist hit the center of a tiny 
branch down the chute on 18. I 
think the biggest what-if 64 in 
Masters history. A circle on 18 
for 62 and a sudden death match 
against Reed. My gosh I’ve still 
got chills. 

Piastowski: This one I never 
witnessed, but just heard about. 
I was fortunate enough a few 
years back to get on a high-
er-end track in Vegas, and we 
asked the forecaddie about the 
players who have come through. 
He said the most incredible thing 
he saw was Aaron Judge of 
the Yankees hitting off the tee 
— upward of 450 a pop! The 
caddie said that he was hitting 
it to places that really weren’t 
supposed to be in play. x

© Golf.com

Impact
(Continued from Page 1)

Laporta hopes the season will 
resume again at the end of July.

“There will certainly be new 
rules to respect,” he said, includ-
ing the lack of spectators.

“I think the caddie will be able 
to keep on following us, working 
close to us,” he said.

There are around 260 golf clubs 
in Italy and the sport remains 
largely a sport for the rich. x

Swing
(Continued from Page 1)
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