
Brooks Koepka Says He Won’t 
Be Joining Premier Golf League
by DOUG FERGUSON 

(AP) — Brooks Koepka said 
Sunday he has no interest in the 
Premier Golf League, another 
setback to a league promising 
guaranteed money and a team 
concept that now is missing 
some of golf’s biggest young 
stars.

“I am out of the PGL. I’m 
going with the PGA Tour,” 
Koepka told The Associated 
Press. “I have a hard time be-
lieving golf should be about just 
48 players.”

Later Sunday, Golfweek re-
Brooks Koepka hits to the 16th green during a practice round for The 
Players Championship golf tournament Wednesday, March 11. (AP Photo/
Chris O’Meara)Brooks — PAGE 3

Tiger Woods Elected to the 
World Golf Hall of Fame

by DOUG FERGUSON
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 

(AP) — Already among the great-
est on the golf course, Tiger 
Woods will join them in the 
World Golf Hall of Fame.

Woods was elected Wednes-
day to be part of the 2021 in-
duction class, a decision with 
as much suspense as a tap-in. 
Woods shares the PGA Tour 
record with 82 career victories, 
and his 15 majors are second 
only to Jack Nicklaus. He has 11 
other victories in tours around 
the world, including Europe, 

(Harry How/Getty Images)

PGA Tour Shuts Down in 
Response to the Coronavirus

by BILL PENNINGTON
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 

— The PGA Tour responded 
to the coronavirus outbreak on 
Thursday night by canceling the 
remainder of the Players Cham-
pionship, its signature event, and 
shutting down all of its events 
until at least April 9, the start 
date of the Masters.

The cancellation of the Players 
Championship came roughly 10 
hours after an announcement The crowd for the Players Championship on Thursday was smaller than 

usual. (Erik S Lesser/EPA, via Shutterstock)Shuts Down — PAGE 6

Tiger — PAGE 3

Jack Nicklaus Urges Americans 
to Be Smart, Considerate 

During Coronavirus Pandemic
As “social distancing” becomes 

the new norm in the U.S., 18-
time major winner Jack Nicklaus 
is urging his fellow Americans to 
be smart and considerate during 
this coronavirus pandemic.

In a video posted to Twitter 
by Florida Sen. Rick Scott, Nick-
laus, who is 80 years old, speaks 
out on the potential dangers of 
COVID-19 to the nation’s se-
nior-citizen population.

“I know the last week or so 
has been an incredibly confusing 
time,” Nicklaus said. “We’ve lost 

Jack Nicklaus urges Americans to 
be smart, considerate during coro-
navirus pandemic.

The World’s Oldest Golf Club 
Finally Accepts Women as Members

by ANDY ROBERTS
The world’s oldest golf club 

Royal Burgess Golfing Society 

has finally decided it is time to 
allow women members. 

Finally — PAGE 13

Jack — PAGE 5

Augusta National 
Postpones Masters Golf 

Due to Coronavirus
Washington (AFP) — This 

year’s Masters tournament, the 
season’s first major golf champi-
onship, has been postponed due 
to the coronavirus outbreak, Au-
gusta National Golf Club chair-
man Fred Ridley announced 
Friday.

“Considering the latest infor-
mation and expert analysis, we 
have decided at this time to post-
pone the Masters tournament,” 
Ridley said in a statement.

The outbreak, which has 
prompted a virtual shutdown 

of American sport, also forced 
Ridley to postpone the Augusta 
National Women’s Amateur and 
youth Drive, Chip and Putt Na-
tional Finals.

“Ultimately, the health and 
well-being of everyone associ-
ated with these events and the 
citizens of the Augusta com-
munity led us to this decision,” 
Ridley said.

“We hope this postponement 
puts us in the best position to 
safely host the Masters tourna-

Masters — PAGE 5

RDGA Statement Regarding COVID-19
As concerns over the Coronavirus (COVID-19) continue to rise, the Rochester District Golf Association is monitoring the current situation very closely as the health, safety and 

well-being of our Members, Member Clubs and the surrounding community is the priority. During extraordinary times such as this, our intent is to inform and not alarm. As such, we 
wanted to share information about how we’re handling this situation and its influence on life and our day-to-day operations at the RDGA. In light of the current conversations surround-
ing the fluidity of COVID-19, the RDGA will continue to operate and will evaluate all events, meetings, seminars and gatherings in the coming weeks–taking into account the CDC’s 
recommended guidelines, as well as the guidelines and requirements of the health departments in the regions in which we operate. Our staff will primarily operate from home. We 
encourage our Members, as well as our staff and volunteers, to avoid in-person meetings whenever possible, as we have the tools and resources necessary to arrange for virtual meetings 
(via phone, video conferencing, etc.) whenever needed. We also encourage everyone to avoid visits to our offices at this time-please email or telephone us instead. We are confident in 
our ability to provide essential services to our Members and Member Clubs without interruption while ensuring our staff remains healthy and safe. While our online 2020 Tournament 
registration remains open, as we near the beginning of the active local golf season, the RDGA will continue to update our membership on any and all adjustments to our schedules and 
operations through our website and other electronic resources. Should you have any questions, please contact the RDGA office at 585-292-5950or via email at info@RDGA.org. x
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What Will Be the Biggest Impact of 
the Tour and Masters Layoff?

1. The PGA Tour and Augusta 
National Golf Club joined a host 
of other sports organizations 
last week in either canceling 
or postponing events due to 
the coronavirus. The Tour an-
nounced Thursday that it was 
canceling the remainder of the 
Players Championship and the 
next three tournaments, and 
on Friday, the Augusta National 
Golf Club said it was postpon-
ing the Masters. What will be 
the biggest impact of the Tour/
Masters layoff?

Sean Zak, senior editor 
(@Sean_Zak): Hmmm. Tough 
question to answer because so 
many industries are affected, but 
I’ll say the lesser-paid factions 
of professional golf could be 
greatly impacted. If this layoff 
extends beyond the initial an-
nouncement (and I think that 
is very reasonable to expect), 
people like LPGA Tour players, 
Korn Ferry players, Ladies Eu-
ropean Tour players, etc., will 
potentially look for other means 
of income. It’d be like they’re all 
in a missed-cut drought, and it’s 
not up to them to play their way 
out of it.

Josh Sens, senior writer (@
JoshSens): Right. The impact 

will be felt most when you get 
beyond the Tour stars to the third 
and fourth degrees of separation. 
Not just the lesser lights and the 
other circuits. The charities that 
benefit from the events. The local 
businesses that see a boost every 
time the Tour comes through 
town. Hotels. Caterers. Event 
planners and on. As Clarence tells 
George Bailey in that Christmas 
classic — each life touches so 
many others.

Alan Shipnuck, senior 
writer (@AlanShipnuck): The 
CDC just recommended eight 
weeks until any large gatherings 
can be held. That puts us to 
at least the PGA Champion-
ship. I’m feeling like there might 
not be meaningful golf the rest 
of this season. The economic 
impact of that is going to be 
severe, for the reasons noted 
above.

Dylan Dethier, senior writ-
er (@dylan_dethier): Well put 
by all of the above. I’m feeling 
glum, so let’s think of the tiniest 
sliver of silver lining: On some 
future day when this starts to 
slow down, we’ll have golf to 
look forward to. We may even 
have Olympic golf, and a tiny 
hope of a fall Masters. Golf will 

matter again then, and dang will 
we be excited for its return.

Michael Bamberger, se-
nior writer: In the long run, in 
the grand scheme of things, this 
is of course a blow to a game we 
all like or love, but a dent in the 
economy, in golf and beyond.

2. It’s important to note that 
Augusta National has only post-
poned the Masters, not canceled 
it. How likely is it that we’ll see 
a Masters in 2020, and if it is 
played this year, what would 
be the most likely dates for the 
event?

Zak: I’ll lead off with the most 
obvious and optimistic answer. 
Yes, it will be played this year, 
and mid-October. Two weeks 
after the Ryder Cup. As many 
people know, the course is typ-
ically not open during the sum-
mer due to the hot southern 
climate. So give the overlords 
at Augusta the month of Sep-
tember to prep the course and 
give us that fall Masters. It’d be 
a memorable one.

Sens: Autumn in Augusta. Talk 
about an off-brand Masters, like 
baseball holding the fall classic in 
spring. I’ve been wrong a million 
times before, but I predict the next 
Masters we watch will be spring of 
2021. I hope the show can find a 
way to go on, especially for a local 
economy that depends so much 
on the tournament. But I think 
the uncertainty of the current cli-
mate — combined with the flat-out 
weirdness of a Masters late in the 
calendar year — will conspire to 
push things back to the tradi-
tional spring date. I’m surprised 
no one has been pushing the 
conspiracy that this is all a hoax 
to give Tiger more time to rest 
his back.

Shipnuck: I hope Zak is right. 
October feels like best-case. But 
if you look at all those charts 
of infection rates, we could still 
be dealing with this in the late 
summer, which is when ANGC 
would have to be mobilizing, so 
that might be too soon to make 
a call. Would the green jackets 
want a Masters in November 
and then another in April? That 
would feel a little weird.

Dethier: Like Shipnuck, I’m 
stuck in between Zak’s optimism 
and Sens’ realism. It feels like 
a 40 percent chance we have 
some sort of Masters this calen-
dar year. But damn, I’d sign up 
for fall foliage at Amen Corner.

Bamberger: I fully believe 
we will have an autumn Mas-
ters, and it will be different and 
wonderful.

3. In a span of about 24 
hours, the PGA Tour decided 
to play the Players, decided to 
play without fans and decided to 
cancel it altogether. How do you 
think the Tour and commission-
er Jay Monahan handled things?

Zak: Let me start by saying 
I do envy not the position Mo-
nahan was put in, but he and 

the Tour definitely bungled the 
decision-making process. It was 
a quick one, and with dominos 
falling every 30 minutes, but 
where Monahan lost me quickest 
was his incessant use of cer-
tain excuses to keep the Players 
Championship moving forward 
while all other sporting events 
stopped:

“My children went to school 
this morning.”

“Disney World is still open.”
“Our playing fields are more 

than 400 acres.”
I’m paraphrasing all those, but 

that’s what Monahan said, repeat-
edly. By comparison, LPGA com-
missioner Mike Whan — who took 
four hours longer to take action 
— came out and said, “Yeah, 
we can probably play… but can 
I live with it if I’m wrong?”

He had hindsight of many re-
actions prior to that statement, 
but damn, did it feel like the 
right one.

Sens: It came off as another 
case of golf getting lost in its 
often exaggerated sense of its 
own exceptionalism. We’re not 
like other sports. Non-contact. 
Wide-open spaces. Underlying 
some of the delay was the con-
viction that golf was just differ-
ent. Which in the case of pre-
venting a virus from spreading, 
it wasn’t.

Shipnuck: That Chainsmok-
ers concert is going to be Mona-
han’s Katrina. He had a chance 
to lead but seemed happier to 
follow.

Dethier: I still can’t believe 
a few of the things I saw on the 
ground last week. Wednesday, 
players were signing hundreds of 
autographs. Thursday, even as the 
Tour decided it was unsafe for fans 
to be on site the next month, fans 
were still streaming through the 
gates and congregating around 
No. 17. It was impossible to han-
dle it perfectly — I certainly didn’t 
have a grip on it — but taking 
no steps to limit fan and player 
exposure was a big miss.

Bamberger: I’m sympathet-
ic to the struggles of the deci-
sion-making. A golf tournament 
is not a concert or an NBA game 
— or a commercial airline flight.

4. Earlier in the week — and 
doesn’t it seem like a year ago? 
— the PGA Tour announced 

its new, long-awaited domes-
tic media rights deal. The nine-
year agreement is with long-time 
Tour partners CBS Sports and 
NBC Sports, with the addition 
of ESPN to the fold as well. How 
will this deal impact the Tour 
and the viewer?

Zak: There will be more golf 
than the PGA Tour fan/viewer 
is interested in watching. (This 
might already be the case.) The 
game will be gambled upon by 
millions, and more efficiently 
than ever. In the end, money 
will pour into that industry, and 
it will create good demand for 
the Tour that wasn’t there four 
years ago. BUT, to the earli-
er point, if you’re not a gam-
bling fanatic, I don’t know that 
we’ll necessarily flock to MORE 
GOLF MORE GOLF MORE 
GOLF.

Sens: The gambling wave is 
coming for sure. But I wonder 
how ready the Tour really is for 
the full impact when live wager-
ing takes deep root. There are 
still a lot of unknowns when it 
comes to ensuring the integri-
ty of competitions. Or at least 
the perception of that integrity. 
When every shot has money on 
the line for someone other than 
the player and their caddie, a Ba-
ba-Booey blurted in someone’s 
backswing is going to raise all 
kinds of questions that weren’t 
in play before. And that will 
happen. Not a question of if, 
but when.

Shipnuck: It’s definitely a 
good thing to have ESPN in the 
fold. The most troubling aspect 
is that the Tour is now going to 
oversee the production, which 
means more sanitizing of the 
product. Will the networks even 
be allowed to show controversial 
moments? Will there be on-air 
discussion about thorny issues? 
There could be a substantial chill-
ing effect, which doesn’t serve 
the viewer.

Dethier: It means, big pic-
ture, more stability for the view-
er. Most casual golf fans love 
the routine of flipping on CBS 
or NBC on Sunday afternoons 
and watching a horse-race finish. 
Even as our entire viewing land-
scape changes, golf will stay the 
same. Golf’s not generally on the 
cutting edge of radical change, 

TPC Sawgrass on the first day of the PGA Tour’s layoff. (Getty Images)

Masters Layoff — PAGE 4
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Japan, Asia and Australia.
PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 

Monahan called Woods with the 
news. He is not at The Players 
Championship this week be-
cause Woods says his back was 
not quite ready.

“I am both honored and 
humbled to be inducted into 
the World Golf Hall of Fame,” 
Woods said in a statement. “This 
past year has been such an in-
credible journey and the support 
I’ve received from my family, 
friends and fans has been over-
whelming. This achievement is 
the ultimate recognition to never 
give up and keep chasing.”

Woods was a lock before he 
returned from reconstructive 
knee surgery after winning the 
2008 U.S. Open for his 14th 
major, and before he returned 
from a fourth back surgery to 
win his 15th major last year at 
the Masters.

No other player has won at 
rate like the 44-year-old Woods.

The first to win the U.S. Ama-
teur three straight times, Woods 
already had two victories in 
seven starts on tour. He set or 
tied 20 records at the Masters 
when he won by 12 shots in 
1997 at age 21. By the time he 
turned 30, he already had 46 

victories on the PGA Tour and 
10 majors.

He remains the only player to 
hold all four professional majors 
at the same time.

Off the course, he was a cat-
alyst for unprecedented growth, 
and he was largely responsible 
for television network deals that 
set prize money soaring. 

“Tiger has done more for the 
game of golf than anyone ever 
thought possible, and his historic 
feats on the course are only one 
aspect of his impact,” Monahan 
said. “His imprint on the game 
is immeasurable, and his unpar-
alleled legacy is one we look 
forward to celebrating .”

The Hall of Fame selection 
process was changed last year to 
lower the age to 45 during the 
induction year. It had been 50, 
and it was 40 when the World 
Golf Hall of Fame began in 
1998 in St. Augustine. Among 
his peers, Phil Mickelson, Ernie 
Els and Vijay Singh already are 
in the Hall of Fame.

A subcommittee of media, Hall 
of Fame members and golf ad-
ministrators whittled the ballot to 
10 finalists — four male players, 
four female players and two con-
tributors. The 20-member selec-
tion committee — nine from the 
media, seven administrators and 

four Hall of Fame members — 
voted Wednesday, with 75% 
required for election.

The induction class has a max-
imum of four members, with 
others to be announced later. 

Still to be determined is the date 
and location for induction.

Other finalists were Johnny 
Farrell, Padraig Harrington and 
Tom Weiskopf from the male 
competitor category; Susie Max-

well Berning, Beverly Hanson, 
Sandra Palmer and Dottie Pep-
per from the female competitor 
category; and Tim Finchem and 
Marion Hollins from the contrib-
utor category. x

ported that world No. 2 Jon 
Rahm said he will not join, mean-
ing the world’s top three players 
are sticking with the PGA Tour.

Rory McIlroy, who replaced 
Koepka at No. 1 in the world 
a month ago, said last month 
in Mexico City that he was not 
interested in the new league. He 
said he valued his freedom to 
decide when and where to play 
instead of the proposed schedule 
of 18 tournaments, not including 
the majors.

Koepka said he made up his 
mind after meeting with organiz-
ers in Los Angeles a month ago 
during the Genesis Invitational, 
wanting to wait for a time when 
any announcement would not 
become a distraction. He had 
said at the start of the Florida 
swing only that “I want to play 
against the best.”

With golf shutting down over 
concerns about the new corona-
virus, he wanted it made clear he 
wasn’t going anywhere.

Koepka, now No. 3 in the 
world, and McIlroy cited the free-
dom he enjoys on the PGA Tour. 
Koepka also spoke about the 
majority of the PGA Tour who 
he fears would be left out if all 
the attention was heaped on top 
stars competing in a team format.

“I get that the stars are what 
people come to see,” Koepka 
said. “But these guys who we 
see win, who have been grinding 
for 10 or 15 years, that’s what 
makes the cool stories. I’d have 
a hard time looking at guys and 
putting them out of a job.”

Koepka speaks from expe-
rience. Having failed to ad-
vance past the second stage of 
PGA Tour qualifying in 2012, 
he played remote spots on the 
Challenge Tour, earned a Euro-
pean Tour card and eventually 
made it to the PGA Tour, where 
he won his first tournament in 
early 2015. He and McIlroy 

each have four majors.
“I don’t forget where I’ve come 

from,” Koepka said. “There are 
guys from that top 125 who 
could be the next star.”

PGA Tour Commissioner 
Jay Monahan made it clear in a 
memo to players in late January, 
as six years of chatter about the 
league began to gain momen-

tum, that PGA Tour members 
could not play both.

Monahan and the tour staff 
have been making the rounds 
over the last month, meeting 
with top players to get a feel for 
their position and to tout what 
the tour has going. The PGA 
Tour announced last month 
a media rights deal said to be 
worth a little more than $7 bil-
lion over the next nine years.

Monahan said last week he 
could see The Players Cham-
pionship prize money going to 
$25 million, and the postsea-
son bonus pool topping $100 
million.

“Jay is incredible, the direction 
he has the tour going,” Koepka 
said.

Golfweek said it spoke to 
Rahm on Thursday and quoted 
him saying, “I think what I’m 
going to do is focus on just the 
PGA Tour. At the end of the 
day I’m a competitor. I’m a PGA 
Tour member and I’m going to 
stay that way.”

The concept of the league was 
to invigorate golf by putting to-
gether 12 four-man teams that 
would be required to play 18 
events — 10 of them in the U.S. 
— that feature 54 holes, no cut 
and a shotgun start to fit a five-
hour broadcast window. Total 
prize money would be $240 
million, and the top player could 
earn as much as $50 million.

Koepka said that as much as 
he loves the Ryder Cup and Pres-
idents Cup, “To have it every 
week, I’m struggling with that.”

“Golf is just not a team sport,” 

he said.
Koepka also said his financial 

advisers had doubts about how 
the money — most of from Saudi 
interests — would work.

“You ask some of these younger 
guys if they want to play for some-
one else,” he said, referring to 
how the rosters would be set under 
the 12 players who get equity in 
their teams. “The direction Jay 
has the tour going, they care about 
125 guys. Yes, the top guys do a 
lot for the tour. But it should be 
more than 48 players that people 
are tuning in to watch.”

Ultimately, though, he said he 
was happy with the career he 
already has.

“Money isn’t going to change 
my life,” he said. “There’s some-
thing to be said about freedom of 
playing. I get to chose. To me, it’s 
not worth it. I’m happy with how 
things are. When life is good — 
and it’s real good — you don’t 
want to change it. I think the 
PGA Tour is run beautifully.”

McIlroy had said last month 
in Mexico that he “wants to be 
on the right side of history on 
this one.” He said all that could 
change his mind would be if all 
the top players decided to join, 
though he didn’t see that hap-
pening.

Koepka said he thought it was 
a “real possibility” the Premier 
Golf League could still happen. 
Organizers had targeted a start 
date of 2022 at the earliest.

But it won’t include him.
“I plan on playing the PGA 

Tour for the rest of my life,” 
Koepka said. x

Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland, hits from a sand bunker on the ninth 
hole, during the first round of The Players. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)

Brooks Koepka, right, gestures as he talks to his short game coach Peter 
Cowen during a practice round for The Players. (AP Photo/Chris O’Meara)

Brooks

Tiger
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When Golf (Eventually!) Returns, Here Are 4 Stories to Look Forward To
by ZEPHYR MELTON

Professional golf is canceled 
for the foreseeable future.

It would’ve been easy to miss 
in the chaos of the past week, 
but let me reiterate: pro golf 
will not take place for at least a 
month, and maybe longer.

It’s a bit unnerving in these 
trying times not to have some-
thing like golf to go to for an 
escape. Watching Rory McIlroy 
hit big beautiful draws can be 
therapeutic. Phil Mickelson hit 
towering flops. All of a sudden, 
those escapes are gone, and I’ll 
be honest — it’s a bit uncom-
fortable.

I wish I had some relatively 
obscure story from one of the 
“other” tours to unearth this 
week, but with the PGA Tour’s 
hiatus also comes a break for 
its development tours. No Korn 
Ferry Tour. No PGA Tour Se-
ries-China. No PGA Tour Lati-
noamérica. No Canadian Tour.

But there is light at the end of 
the tunnel, wherever that may be 
— golf will come back, eventual-
ly. Here are a few storylines we 
can look forward to when some 
sense of normalcy returns to the 
world of golf.

Mito Pereira Closing 
In on Tour Card

Mito Pereira leads the Korn 
Ferry Tour standings as the 
schedule comes to a halt. With 
759 points, he sits in terrific po-
sition to become the first player 
to clinch their PGA Tour card on 
the season.

Last year, it took 760 points 
to take home a Tour card at 
year’s end, so Pereira is on the 
cusp of eclipsing that threshold 
this season. Davis Riley, David 
Kocher, Andrew Novak and 
Dylan Wu round out the top five 
of the standings and all sit in 
excellent position to make the 
leap to the PGA Tour.

Michael Whan Goes to 
Bat for His PlayersIn the midst of the nationwide 
sports cancellations, the LPGA 
Tour — whose season hadn’t yet 
kicked off — got lost in the shuf-
fle. But there was a particular 
moment during the week from 
this tour that stood out.

While the PGA Tour was grap-
pling with their decision on how 
to continue with their season, 
the LPGA Tour announced their 
own cancelations. LPGA Tour 
Commissioner Michael Whan 
took to Twitter shortly later and 
went to bat for his players.

“To all sponsors who endorse 
@LPGA athletes,” the tweet 
read. “PLEASE consider disre-
garding # of events they play or 
how many times they are tele-
vised in ‘20! I know they want 
to play, but we are keeping them 
(and others) safe. Please don’t 
penalize them for my decisions!! 
Respectfully, Mike.”

The tour had already gotten 
out in front of things with ear-
lier cancelations on their Asian 
swing, but this statement was 
some powerful stuff. Impressive 
leadership from Whan in the 
face of adversity.

New Events on the 
Korn Ferry Tour

If (and this is a big if) the PGA 
Tour returns after the would-be 
week of the Masters, the Korn 
Ferry Tour will get back into 
action debuting back-to-back 
new events. The Veritex Bank 
Championship and the Hunts-
ville Championship are sched-
uled to be played in Texas and 
Alabama, respectively, starting 
April 16.

The Veritex Banks Cham-
pionship is scheduled to have 
CBS Sports Commentator Tony 
Romo in the field competing in 
the shadows of AT&T Stadium, 
where he played 13 seasons for 

the Dallas Cowboys. He’ll be 
searching for his first made cut 
in a PGA Tour-sanctioned event.

The tour heads to the Ledges 
Club in Alabama the following 
week, making another stop 
in the state after visiting Rob-
ert Trent Jones Golf Trail last 
spring.

Mini Tours Still 
Rolling (for Now)

Even in the midst of a stoppage 
for the upper echelons of pro 
golf, mini tours are — for the time 
being — still competing.

Lots of the fringe players on 
the development tours will sure-
ly feel the economic impact 
of this stoppage. Money can 
already be tight in minor league 
golf, so don’t be surprised to 
see some familiar names on the 
mini tours around the country as 
they try to stay sharp and make 
some extra cash. x

© Golf.com

so this seems about right.
Bamberger: I think the Tour 

was fortunate to get the length of 
the deal it did, because the way 
we watch is changing so fast, 

who knows what it looks like five 
years from now, let alone seven 
or eight or nine.

5. In one of the least buzzed-
about Tiger Woods stories in 
recent memory, the World Golf 
Hall of Fame announced that 
Woods will be inducted in 2021. 
What can the Hall of Fame do 
to generate more excitement 
around its inductees?

Zak: Have a wider array of 
voters and publish the results, 
a la baseball. Our own Michael 
Bamberger is on the panel, and I 
didn’t even know about it! Maybe 
that says something about me, 
but really I’d like to see the de-
bate on who’s in, who’s out be 
more of a story. Barry Bonds 
feels slighted, and he informed 
the media of that. I want the best 
golfers in the world who aren’t 
in the WGHOF to make their 
thoughts known, too. That’ll 
make us talk about it more and 
amp up the excitement.

Sens: Wait a little later in 
a player’s career. Sure, golf 
doesn’t have the same kind of 
hard-stop retirement as other 
sports. But at least go for a lit-
tle bit of delayed gratification. 

Hall of Fame inductions in other 
sports have more built-in excite-
ment because they bring stars 
back into the spotlight after 
they’ve vacated the stage. Hard 
to get too excited about Tiger 
giving a Hall of Fame accep-
tance speech when he still has a 
good chance of doing something 
much more captivating on the 
course.

Shipnuck: Be more selec-
tive and announce only every 
three years. The inductees 
have become increasingly wa-
tered-down. Billy Payne? GTFO. 
Retief Goosen? Really good 
player but exactly not a legend 
of the game. If the inductions 
were held less frequently, there 
would be time for truly worthy 
inductees to accrue.

Bamberger: I agree with all 
of the above. The Hall went 
from 50 to 45; I’d have sug-
gested going UP to 60. Would 
increase the importance of a 
senior career. How about ONE 
inductee every year. JUST ONE. 
A female player in year one. 
A male player in year two. A 
contributor in year three. One 
would get some attention, in the 
debate, in the announcement, in 
the induction.

Dethier: Not to oversimplify 
things, but Tiger making it to 
the Hall was such a mortal lock 
it doesn’t even bear mentioning. 
We do plenty of celebrating of 
the guy’s career as it is, and 
we’re eagerly awaiting updates 
on his health and his next per-
formances. I’m far more inter-
ested in the other inductees than 
Woods’ selection. Maybe take a 
cue from the other leagues and 
wait three years after a golfer 
quits playing the PGA or LPGA 
full-time.

6. Golf fans are looking at a 
minimum of four more PGA 
Tour-less weekends. In lieu of 
watching golf, how would you 

suggest they spend their time?
Zak: This is a layup for me! 

Season Two of A Pod Un-
like Any Other begins Monday 
with Tom Watson’s riveting 
1981 victory over Big Jack and 
Johnny Miller. We rewatch the 
final round of Masters broad-
casts for you and break down 
the historical relevance, the 
kooky outfits, the underrated 
moments of failure, etc. It’s 
all in the purpose of loving 
the Masters, and right now it’s 
about all we’ve got. 

Sens: Play more golf. Re-
sponsibly. Follow public health 
guidelines but get out there when 
you can do it safely. It’s good for 
the courses. And for your state 
of mind. 

Shipnuck: Yeah, just leave 
the pin in and avoid handshakes 
and I think golf is a great option. 
Hopefully many/most courses 
will be able to stay open. Golf 
also has a long literary tradition 
so there are tons of good books 
out there to read. And a Pod 
Unlike Any Other is definitely 
a must.

Dethier: For starters, order 
Michael Bamberger’s book “The 
Second Life of Tiger Woods.” 
But that’s not out until the end of 
the month — until then, I’d rec-
ommend catching up on more 
than a month’s worth of Muni 
Mondays! From a Phil Mickel-
son junior haunt to a product 
of the Great Depression to the 
best public par-3 course in the 
world, they are some of golf’s 
best goodness. Public golf: it’s 
where it’s at!

Bamberger: Can’t tell you 
how much I agree with Dylan. 
So true, but did you not learn 
at Williams College or on your 
path there not to end sentenc-
es in prepositions? Play, read, 
watch. Walk, be outside. Turn 
off your screen. Work on your 
grip. Leave the pin in.  x
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ment and our amateur events at 
some later date.”

Augusta National typically 
closes soon after hosting the 
world’s top players, reopening 
later each year, so the possi-
bility remains that it could be 
rescheduled later in the year, 
potentially in the autumn after 
the 2019-20 US PGA season 
is complete given the schedule 
already booked through August.

The US PGA Tour has can-
celed this week’s Players Cham-
pionship and every other tune-
up event for the original Masters 
date, leaving its next event cur-
rently on the calendar as the 
Heritage tournament, set to start 
on April 16.

The next major championship 
on the schedule is now the PGA 
Championship on May 14-17 
at TPC Harding Park in San 
Francisco, an area having been 
especially hard hit by coronavi-
rus cases already.

“Unfortunately, the ever-in-
creasing risks associated with the 
widespread coronavirus COVID-
19 have led us to a decision 
that undoubtedly will be disap-

pointing to many, although I am 
confident is appropriate under 
these unique circumstances,” 
Ridley said.

“We will continue to work with 
the World Health Organization, 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Office of the 
Governor, the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health, the City 
of Augusta and all other local 
authorities.”

Ridley asked for patience from 
Masters patrons.

“We will share any additional 
information as soon as it becomes 
available,” he said. “As COVID-
19 continues to impact the lives 
of people everywhere, we seek 
your understanding of this de-
cision and know you share our 
concern given these trying times.”

The Masters has been played 
every year since 1945, when the 
British Open was the only men’s 
golf major contested.

The event, which began in 
1934, was halted from 1943-
1945 due to World War II.

‘A Wise Decision’
Jack Nicklaus, whose record 

18 major titles include six Mas-
ters green jackets, backed Rid-
ley’s decision.

“I don’t think anybody wants 
to go to Augusta and get sick,” 
Nicklaus said. “People come to 
the Masters from all over the 
world and the chances of some-
body bringing somthing there 
are great.

“I think they made a wise de-
cision and I support it.”

Nicklaus, 80, serves as an 
honorary Masters starter each 
year. He said it would have been 
“strange” to stage the event 
without spectators.

He also doubted the Masters 
would be played this year even 
at a later date.

“I can’t see any way they 

would play it at a later date. It 
wouldn’t be fair to any other 
tournament,” Nicklaus said. “I 
think we’re going to miss the 
Masters this year.”

Nicklaus continues with plans 
to host his US PGA Memorial 
tournament two weeks before 
June’s US Open but under-
stands much remains uncer-
tain.

“Who knows what it’s going 
to be a month or six weeks 
from now? I’m hoping this thing 
dies down as the warm weather 
comes on and we can resume,” 
Nicklaus said.

“We don’t know. For us to be 
smart, I think we need to take 
a step back. We don’t need to 
panic. We need to do the things 
we’re supposed to do and not 
spread it.” x

A caddie uniform with a Masters logo will not be on display in the first 
full week of April as usual after Augusta National announced Friday this 
year’s Masters will be postponed. (AFP Photo/Kevin C. Cox)

all the sporting events, lost a mil-
lion other things — and I’m a big 
sports fan — but I don’t think 
that’s important [compared] to 
what we’ve got happening in this 
country right now. We need to 
be smart, be safe; the coronavi-
rus is going to hurt a lot of peo-
ple. I’m 80 years old. My wife 
is 80 years old. ... And many of 
you kids, you’re going to a lot of 
places that may bring that home 
to the senior citizen; I don’t think 
that’s what you want to do.

“So, let’s all make sure you 
wash your hands, make sure 
we’re very smart about where 
we go and when we go, let’s 
try to stay away from public 
places, let’s just be smart. Amer-
icans have always been smart, 
Americans have always gotten 
through these things, and we’ll 
get through this one. But my 
friend, as much as I hate not 
watching things and not being 
part of it, it’s the right thing to 
do. So, be smart, stay healthy 
and make sure your consider-
ation for your fellow American 
is there.” x

Masters

(Continued from Page 1)

Jack
(Continued from Page 1)
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that the tournament would con-
tinue without fans for the final 
three rounds. The first round 
was completed on Thursday 
with a smaller-than-usual crowd 
watching as Hideki Matsuyama 
took the lead by two strokes 
over Harris English and tied the 
tournament record with a nine-
under-par score of 63.

In its statement, the tour said 
that it regretted having to cancel 
and that the situation “continues 
to rapidly change.”

“We did everything possible to 
create a safe environment for our 
players in order to continue the 
event throughout the weekend,” 
the statement said, “and we were 
endeavoring to give our fans a 
much-needed respite from the 
current climate. But at this point 
— and as the situation continues 

to rapidly change — the right 
thing to do for our players and 
our fans is to pause.”

The multiple cancellations mean 
that Tiger Woods will not have the 
opportunity to play a tournament 
as a warm-up in the weeks before 
he tries to defend the Masters title 
that he won last year in a resound-
ing career revival.

Citing problems with his surgi-
cally repaired back, Woods has 
withdrawn from the past two 
PGA Tour events and has not 
played competitively since the 
Genesis Invitational in mid-Feb-
ruary, when he finished last 
among the players who made 
the cut and shot 76 and 77 in 
the final two rounds.

The PGA Tour’s decision fol-
lowed similar moves by other 
major American sports leagues, 
including the N.B.A., MLB, 

N.H.L. and M.L.S., which had 
each suspended or postponed 
operations in the previous 24 
hours because of concerns about 
the coronavirus pandemic. The 
N.C.A.A. championships in all 
winter and spring sports were 
also canceled on Thursday.

After finishing their rounds at 
the Players Championship on 
Thursday, several players won-
dered whether the tournament 
would be completed.

Graeme McDowell, the 2010 
U.S. Open champion, called the 
situation “dynamic and change-
able,” then added: “If somebody 
contracts the virus in the locker 
room, everything changes.”

Gary Woodland, the reign-
ing U.S. Open champion, said: 
“Hopefully, we can continue to 
play and nobody gets sick.” x

© The New York Times

Why the Players Won’t 
Be Rescheduled for 

Later This Year
by RYAN LAVNER

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 
— The PGA Tour’s flagship 
event won’t be rescheduled.

In a Friday morning news at 
TPC Sawgrass, Tour commis-
sioner Jay Monahan said that 
it’s “not a possibility” to post-
pone The Players until later in 
the year because tournaments 
and charities have already begun 
their planning. The 2019-20 
Tour season is still scheduled to 
end in late August.

“We feel like it was our op-
portunity to potentially play this 
week. It didn’t happen,” Mo-
nahan said. “We’re going to 
continue to go forward with the 
schedule that we’ve outlined and 
hopefully we can get back and 

play as soon as possible.”
It’s unclear when the Tour 

season will resume. At least the 
next four events on the schedule 
are canceled or postponed, a 
stretch that includes the Val-
spar Championship, WGC-Dell 
Match Play, Valero Texas Open 
and Masters, which announced 
Friday that it was postponing 
the tournament until a later date 
in 2020.

The Players Championship 
features the richest prize in golf, 
with a $15 million purse. As per 
Tour regulations, 50 percent of 
the purse here will be equally 
distributed to the 144-man field 
— which works out to roughly 
$52,000 per player. x

© Golf Channel

Shuts Down
(Continued from Page 1)

Into the Great Unknown: How Did We 
Get Here? And Where Are We Headed?

by RYAN LAVNER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, 

Fla. — At 8 a.m. ET Friday, 
second-round play of the $15 
million Players Championship 
should have been underway on a 
glorious, sun-drenched morning 
here at TPC Sawgrass. Instead, 
into a packed interview room 
walked PGA Tour commission-
er Jay Monahan, head down, a 
thick binder in his left hand, a 
Players pin on the lapel of his 
blue sport coat.

It was Monahan’s third time 
addressing the media this week 
— and, ominously, only one of 
those sessions had been previ-
ously scheduled.

There seemed an increased 
urgency with each briefing. On 
Tuesday, with the sports world be-
ginning to grapple with the rapidly 
escalating situation involving the 
coronavirus (COVID-19), Mona-
han put on a brave face, saying 
that the Tour and its flagship event 
were “full steam ahead.” That 
comment subjected Tour brass to 
criticism of tone-deafness, but at 
the time they could deflect — they 
were simply relying on recom-
mendations from the CDC and 
World Health Organization, and 
even President Donald Trump. 
And besides, no other major 
U.S. sports league had pushed 
the panic button, postponing 
play. At least not yet.

But the Tour’s delayed response 
was a microcosm of the country at 
large — first calm, then cautious, 
then thrust into an all-out crisis. 
Declared a global pandemic, the 
coronavirus forced circumstanc-
es to radically change. Business-
es shuttered. Schools closed. 
Sporting events were canceled, 
seasons put on hold. College 
seniors’ dreams of going out on 
top, as an NCAA champion, 
were dashed.

The tipping point came 
Wednesday night, when an NBA 
player tested positive for the 
virus. The most arresting image 

of the week was a shot of a 
team’s head medical director 
sprinting out onto the court. 
Within minutes the teams head-
ed back into the locker room to 
be quarantined. Fans filed out of 
the arena. And just like that, the 
NBA season was paused for at 
least the next 30 days.

Others soon followed. Hock-
ey. Tennis. Soccer. The NCAA’s 
March Madness. Even the XFL. 
Golf was alone on an island as 
small as Sawgrass’ 17th green, 
and it became abundantly clear 
that it couldn’t — and shouldn’t 
— proceed.

And so Thursday night, with the 
opening round nearly complete, 
the show finally stopped. In a 
late-night text to players, the Tour 
announced that The Players and at 
least the next three tournaments 
were canceled. Monahan and Co. 
had eventually reached the right 
decision — even if it arrived a 
few days late.

“I’m a fighter,” Monahan said. 
“I wanted to fight for our play-
ers and our fans and for this 
Tour to show how golf can unify 
and inspire. But as the situation 
continued to escalate and there 
seems to be more unknowns, it 
ultimately became a matter of 
when, and not if, we would need 
to call it a day.”

They called it a day, a week, 
and now at least a month, after 
the decision Friday that Au-
gusta National was postponing 
the Masters Tournament. That 
leaves golf and every other sport 
in an unsettling position, un-
certain when they’ll return to 
competition.

Still, the ramifications of even 
18 holes here at TPC Sawgrass 
could be far-reaching. With more 
than 200,000 fans expected 
to stream through the gates, 
there’ll certainly be a significant, 
multilayered economic impact. 
That’ll play out over the coming 
days, weeks, months. Thursday’s 
opening round produced a small-

er but nonetheless passionate 
crowd, a group clearly unde-
terred by warnings from Flori-
da Gov. Ron DeSantis to avoid 
large gatherings. An autograph 
ban was instituted, and players 
seemed cognizant of spacing. 
They walked in the middle of 
the spectator rope line, to limit 
their interaction with fans, and 
many stuffed their hands in their 
pockets and occasionally ambled 
over to a hand-sanitizing station.

Midway through the first round 
the Tour announced that only 
“essential personnel” would be 
allowed on-site for the remain-
der of The Players (as well as the 
next three Tour stops), and the 
hearty souls who remained were 
disappointed by what they viewed 
as the media’s overreaction, the 
Tour’s overreaction, the country’s 
overreaction. Standing in a pack 
behind the ninth tee, oblivious 
to the pleas for social distancing, 
one local fan griped of his now 
useless weekend tickets: “Should 
be, buyer beware.” Rory McIl-
roy didn’t share that sentiment: 
“Someone said to me, ‘Today’s 
overreaction could look like tomor-
row’s underreaction.’ So we’ve 
just got to take it day by day and 
see where this thing goes.”

And it was obvious where this 
thing was headed. After his first 
round, McIlroy called for all play-
ers and caddies to be tested for 
the virus if they were to continue 
playing. The situation continued 
to escalate, in real time. There 
were more closures: schools, 
museums, Disney World. Still, 
the Tour soldiered on, releasing 
another update at 6:45 p.m. 
local time — a detailed oper-
ations plan for the next three 
rounds — but it seemed inevi-
table that they’d need to pack 
up, too. Around TPC Sawgrass, 
Monahan had spoken to inter-
national players who worried 
about traveling back home and 
being separated from their fam-
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Selecting the Date
You will be receiving the date 

for your child’s Bar or Bat Mitz-
vah as much as two years in ad-
vance. How much in advance will 
depend on your specific temple. 
The date you are given can be 
changed if necessary.

You should definitely consider 
changing the date if it conflicts 
with another Bar/Bat Mitzvah. For 
example, suppose another child in 
your son’s school, who be longs 
to a different temple, is given 
the same date. You might think 
it doesn’t matter. My son, you 
think, isn’t really friendly with 
him. Later you discover that this 
other child’s invitations were sent 
out several weeks before yours. 

Many children on the guest 
lists for both will accept the first 
invitation immediately, unaware 
that yours is coming. This may 

not bother you, but it may disturb 
your child. Friends will have to 
choose which party to attend, 
making it into a popularity con-
test. You and your child do not 
need this additional anxiety.

If the other child’s invitation 
is for a Bat Mitzvah and yours is 
for a Bar Mitzvah, there will still 
be problems. Usually, most of the 
girls will go to the Bat Mitzvah 
and most of the boys will go to the 
Bar Mitzvah. This eliminates the 
children’s dancing at both parties!

To avoid this conflict, consult 
other temples in your area to find 
out what Bar and Bat Mitzvah 
services are scheduled on your 
date. Most are very happy to help. 
In addition, your own temple will 
usually do everything possible to 
find a date that you are happy 
with for this special occasion. �

How to Find a Good Caterer
Simcha celebrations are joyous 

events often revolving around a 
boy or girl accepting Jewish re-
ligious obligations or two people 
committing themselves to each 
other in marriage. 

The good news often entails 
much planning to make the cel-
ebration a success. Most life-cy-
cle events require hiring others 
to provide the services that one 
desires. Finding appropriate 
purveyors can prove to be a 
daunting task. 

Your biggest expenditure in 
planning a simcha is likely to 
be the catering, so you should 
be aware of the potential pitfalls 
involved in contracting a caterer 
and how to select one that will 
meet your needs. 

The Caterer
When approaching a caterer, it 

is important that the two of you 
establish a good rapport. The ca-
terer is someone you will have 
repeated and extensive contact 
with until the end of the affair, 
and the relationship should be 
relaxed and comfortable. 

Catering is a service-oriented 
business. The food may be great 
and the presentation very nice, 
but if you don’t like the person 
you’re working with, chanc-
es are good that you won’t be 
pleased.

Flexibility and understanding 
are very important for a caterer to 
serve the customer properly. It’s 
rare that you will fall completely 

in love with the first menu sug-
gested by the caterer. There will 
probably be a lot of give and take 
until you have designed a menu 
to your satisfaction.

Prices
Unfortunately, comparison 

shop    ping for a caterer is time-con -
suming and difficult. The charges 
will break down into six basic 
categories: Food, Liquor, Gratui-
ties, Tax, Room and Equipment 
Rentals. 

The food charges are usually a 
dollar amount per person. Hors 
d’oeuvres are often priced sepa-
rately.

Gratuity is the labor charge 
and is almost always a percent-
age of the food bill. This typical-
ly ranges from 15 percent to 20 
percent, and there is absolute-
ly no correlation between the 
amount of the gratuity and the 
quality of the staff. 

Tax is the next charge and is 
based on the sales tax rate of 
the jurisdiction where the affair 
is being held. Tax must be col-
lected not only on the food and 
beverage sale, but even on the 
gratuity. It doesn’t seem fair, 
but that’s the law.

Room rental charges vary ac-
cording to the size of the room, 
how attractive it is and how 
many hours the affair lasts. 
Equipment rental charges could 
be covered in the above charges 
but may apply to certain items 
ordered specially.

Contracts
Once you have reached an 

agreement on menu and price, the 
next step is to put everything into 
contract form. This is absolutely 
essential. Your contract should 
state everything that is to be pro-
vided and all fees. Also included 
should be information regarding 
deposits, payment and final guest 
counts. Do not leave anything to 
be decided after the affair. All 
applicable charges must be cov-
ered in the contract. If the caterer 
“forgets” to include something in 
the contract, that’s the caterer’s 
fault, not yours.

To protect yourself, do a com-
plete calculation of the balance 
due BEFORE the affair begins. 
If you wait until later when 
you’re tired and saying goodbye 
to friends and family, you will 
probably make errors or worse 
yet, leave it up to the caterer. 
Most caterers will be honest and 
trustworthy, but it doesn’t hurt to 
protect yourself. 

Location
Your choice of caterer will 

often be determined by where 
you choose to have your af-
fair. Synagogues have differ-
ent kashrut requirements and 
often have “approved” caterers. 
These lists, how  ever, are often 
out of date or in  complete. Check 
with your ca terer to see if they 

are approved.
Synagogue charges range an-

ywhere from $50 to over $1,000 
depending on the facility and 
the amount of usage. Some syn-
agogues have beautiful halls 

and sanctuaries and are con-
ducive to a tasteful and elegant 
affair. Others may not be as nice 
or may be too small. The syna-
gogue administrator can provide 
pertinent details. �
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Bar Mitzvah Entertainment
by LINDA SEIFER SAGE

Try to get a list of games the 
band or DJ will be playing with 

the children. If this is the 20th  
party the kids have attended, try 
to come up with something origi-

nal. It’s definitely a disadvantage 
having a son or daughter born 
later in the year and having lots of 
friends with Bar and Bat Mitzvahs 
before theirs. 

A game such as Coke and 
Pepsi is fun the fifth time, but 
not necessarily as entertaining 
the 20th time! Also, ask the band 
or DJ whether they are hand-
ing out prizes to the winners of 
the games. If not, you may want 
to provide something yourself 
(e.g., CD’s). Be suspicious when 
a band or DJ can’t give you a list 
of games. It may mean that they 
are not used to entertaining lots of 
children and may not be the band 
or DJ for you. Playing for wedding 
guests is entirely different from 
playing for Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
guests.

If you are having many chil-

dren, you may 
want to consider 
some form of en-
tertainment be-
sides the band. 
The band can 
put you in touch 
with a company 
that books vari-
ous entertainment 
acts. Don’t be too 
shocked at the ex-
pense! This is just 
one of many items 
that can raise the 
cost of your party. 
You may, howev-
er, decide that it’s worth the price, 
especially if you think the chil-
dren won’t be dancing, your band 
doesn’t play games with them, or 
the band will be catering mostly 
to the adults. 

Also, you may be concerned 
that if the children aren’t kept 
busy, they may get into mischief. 
This can and does happen.

There are some ways to cut 
down on entertainment costs. If 
you don’t use one of the enter-
tainment booking agencies, you 
can save a lot. Keep in mind that 
local college talent often goes 
untapped. Go to a local art store. 
Generally, the salespeople are 
art students themselves or know 
an art student who is good at 

caricatures. Then, get this carica-
turist to do the children’s faces on 
T-shirts or paper and use this as 
their favor. Also, consider getting 
an enthusiastic graduate student 
majoring in music to play the 
piano for your cocktail hour. An 
extra hour of playing can be very 
costly; a band hires only union 
members. They can’t complain, 
though, if it’s a friend or your 
cousin Mark!

Possible entertainment you may 
want to consider includes carnival 
games, computer portraits, face 
painters, impersonators, men-
talists, mini-music studio, pose 
with the stars, psychics, fortune 
tellers, robots, stilt walkers, and 
video games. �

Bar Mitzvah Favors
by LINDA SEIFER SAGE

Put your walking shoes on 
and get going! It’s really dif-
ficult to find a favor that you 
think both boys and girls will 
like, will keep, will use, and 
that won’t be too childish. Most 
of all it needs to be something 
that your son or daugh  ter will 
approve! Here are some ex-
amples of favors which my 
son received: t-shirts, boxer 
shorts, slippers, water spritzers, 
stuffed animals, banks, and 
calculators. 

Since you may be ordering a 
large number, you can save a lot 
by ordering early and directly 
from the manufacturer. Usually 
the manufacturer’s name and 
address is somewhere on the 
product you are considering. 
Make sure you order way in 
advance; give them enough time 
in case they are late with deliv-
ery. The last thing you need is 
40 of anything delivered after 
the party!

One way to kill two birds with 

one stone is by having the favor 
provided by some entertainer: 
for example, the caricaturist 
who does caricatures of the chil-
dren, the artist who does air-
brush designs on t-shirts, the 
photographer who puts instant 
photos on buttons or the video-
grapher who tapes the children 
lip-synching to their favorite 
song. These are just some of 
numerous possibilities.

Other items that you may 
consider having at your party 
include: blowing necklaces, 
brace lets, bow ties, earrings, 
goo-goo eyes, straw eyeglasses, 
or colorful glow wigs. These 
items can be handed out by a 
member of the band to your 
guests. 

Don’t forget about wrapping 
the favors you are giving. Per-
haps you want them in a color-
ful shopping bag or in colorful 
cellophane tied with ribbons. 
You can use the favors for seat-
ing assignments by placing them 
at each child’s place setting. �
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Tips for an Awesome Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
– From a Teen Who’s Been There

by HANNAH ELBAUM
In my synagogue, each 

young woman and man has an 
opportunity to write their own 
prayer as part of their b’nei 
mitzvah service. Most of my 
friends spoke about health and 
happiness, and their passions 
for soccer, drawing, or seeing 
their friends. After thanking 
God for my family, I talked 
about becoming a Madricha, 
a teaching assistant in the He-
brew School, and a member of 
the youth group board.

I understand that I’m a little 
strange in this sense.

Usually, parents beg and nag 
their kids to attend a Jewish 
learning class, not the other 
way around — especially 
around the time of bar and bat 
mitzvahs. As a current fresh-
man in college who’s done 
just about every program my 
local Jewish community has to 
offer, I know a little bit about 
what works and what doesn’t 
in engaging kids and teens in 
meaningful Jewish practice. 
Here are five tips to helping 
you and your child create a bar 
or bat mitzvah experience filled 
with meaning and connection.

Find a Mitzvah Project  
with Passion

At my synagogue, the b’nei 
mitzvah students sign up for 
a project that is organized by 
the adult leadership. Once a 
month, groups would go ice 
skating with Special Olympics 
or read with kindergarteners 
in an afterschool program. My 
group made large batches of 
chicken soup and decorated 
cards for congregants who 
were experiencing joys or sor-
rows. It was mostly behind-
the-scenes work, and while 
I knew it was helpful, I did 
not feel that I was having an 
impact.

Friends of mine who chose 
their own mitzvah projects had 
a much more rewarding experi-
ence. By looking in their local 
community for volunteering 
opportunities, they were able 
to find an opportunity that not 
only benefits their community, 
but also allowed them to pur-
sue a passion they actually care 
about. Your child might need 
a little help in finding a great 
opportunity, but they should 
have a strong voice in what 
project to do.

Practicing Trope
For many American Jewish 

teenagers, learning Hebrew is 
difficult enough, not to men-
tion the addition of trope, the 
melody to which the Torah is 
chanted. Your child’s tutor will 
be the best resource for how 
to learn and practice, but each 
student is different in their 
learning style and their moti-
vation to practice. Sometimes 
they will simply need a prac-
tice chart with stickers (potty 
training de ja vu, anyone?). 
But before it becomes a point 
of contention, there are a few 
ways your student might actu-
ally like learning trope.

I love color-coding and being 
organized. This may seem un-
related to trope, but by high-
lighting each trope family a 
different color, my brain more 
easily understood the patterns. 
For a student with a musical 
ear, they can more easily rely 
on a recording (your congre-
gation or rabbi may be able to 
help you find one). Their mu-
sical inclination can help them 
to pick up the tunes. Other 
students may enjoy learning 
the language, or have an eas-
ier time if they also have an 
English translation to tell them 
the meaning of each word.

It’s Not Just a Fashion 
Accessory: Choosing the Tallit

Finding a perfect outfit for 
the big day is important, too. 
It should fit right, feel comfort-
able, and make your child feel 
confident. And of course, they’ll 
also need a tallit. For some, 
the prayer shawl they wear is 
one of great sentimental and 
familial value. If your child feels 
connected to an elder relative or 
parent and wishes to wear the 
tallit that was theirs, that is a 
wonderful choice.

If your child is like me, they 
will want something that is 
new, with some hint of per-
sonality. Tallits and tzitzit — 
the knotted fringes hanging 
from each corner — are sold 
at many synagogue gift shops 
and Judaica boutiques. Just 
make sure that throughout the 
process, you hear your child’s 
voice. They may need a par-
ent’s guidance toward a pat-
tern that will be appropriate 
throughout their life (steer 
away from a skull and cross-
bones design…), but the final 

decision must be theirs. Mine 
was cream colored with small 
pink daisies on each end. Sim-
ple with a touch of femininity, 
and it distinctly fits with my 
personal style.

When the Student becomes 
the Teacher: Writing a D’var 
Torah

When it came time for me 
to write my d’var torah, my 

(Tips — Page 10)
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tutor explained to me that this 
would be the part of the ser-
vice where everyone sat up 
a little straighter and leaned 
forward to hear what I had to 
say. This speech is the b’nei 
mitzvah student’s chance to say 
what is meaningful to them, to 
explain how they personally see 
a connection between the words 
of Torah and the life they are 
living, thousands of years later.

I know more than a few stu-
dents who simply wrote about 
what they had been told the im-
portant message of their parsha 
was. The best bet for ensuring 
your child is able to write a 
good d’var torah is to make sure 
they actually read their portion 
in English. Even if it is just a 
single word, let your child find 
the passage that stands out the 
most to them. Emor, my parsha, 
discusses the calendar, and I 
explained about the increasing 
importance of setting aside time 
to celebrate with family, espe-
cially as everyone gets older and 
schedules get busier and busier.

Enough With the  
Swag, Already

The amount of sweatshirts, 
t-shirts, and sweatpants I col-
lected from bat mitzvahs is 
slightly ridiculous. They were 
each worn for exactly one day: 
the Monday following the cele-
bration. By Tuesday, everyone 

seemed to put their eyes back 
in and realized that the ugly and 
cheap made-in-China material 
was already falling apart.

Aside from the unattractive-
ness, there is a 100% chance 
that another kid who wasn’t in-
vited will feel left out at school. 
There are so many other op-
tions for giveaways, if that is a 
choice your family makes. Pic-
ture frames for the photo booth 
memories, little tchotchkes, or 
candy are all great options.

Because some of my family 
members and friends had se-
vere food allergies, I handed 
out little bags of jelly beans we 
knew would be safe for almost 
everyone, adorned with stickers 
my mom and I made on the 
computer. Also, we gave ev-
eryone little cards with the jelly 
bean flavors because everyone 
knows it’s the worst when you 
put one in your mouth expect-
ing one taste and get something 
completely different.

Hopefully these tips will help 
you and your child find the per-
fect balance for their b’nei mitz-
vah. Even if your child thinks 
that Hebrew school sucks (let’s 
be honest, it often does!) there 
are still ways to make their bar 
or bat mitzvah a meaningful 
Jewish experience, as long as 
you’re willing to put them in the 
driver’s seat. �

© Kveller.com

Tips (Continued from Page 9)

Seating Plan

Kids-Only Parties
Some families choose to host 

a kids-only party, in addition to 
an extended Kiddush or another 
larger family celebration, for a 
variety of reasons. The family 
may feel that the intimacy of the 
celebration would be lost if too 
many kids are invited, or that 
certain kinds of entertainment 
would be more appropriate to a 

special milestone birthday party 
than to this coming-of-age cele-
bration. Or the child may want to 
include more friends and young 
cousins than the space or budget 
can accommodate.

Kids-only events that we’ve 
seen include parties featuring 
dancing or hired entertainers like 
magicians; outings to ball games; 

skating, pool, and rock-climb-
ing parties; a party in a ceramics 
studio; and a cooking party at a 
restaurant. One bat mitzvah girl 
made her party into a wonderful 
mitzvah project: Accompanied 
by great music on her boom box, 
she and her friends cleaned up an 
historic synagogue that was in a 
state of serious disrepair.

Some families host the kids’ 
party in the evening of, or on 
the day following, the bar or 
bat mitzvah. Others choose to 
hold the kids’ party immediately 
following the service while all 
the child’s friends are present 
(this can simplify making ar-
rangements for the children’s 
transportation), followed by an 
evening celebration for close 
family and friends. Some host 
two separate but simultaneous 
events in one location: the chil-
dren in one area, the adults in 
another. And families may de-
cide to host a “secular” thir-
teenth birthday party at a time 
completely separate from the bar 
or bat mitzvah.

When planning a kids-only 
event, keep in mind that the 
weekend is a long one, and that 
your child has been under a lot 
of pressure and may be tense. 
Never underestimate the fatigue 

factor. You know your child bet-
ter than anyone else and are best 
able to decide when to schedule 
this kind of party. We have ob-
served kids so utterly exhausted 
at Saturday-night parties that 
they wanted to leave their own 
party and head straight for bed. 
At a children’s party scheduled 
right after the service, the bat 
mitzvah girl couldn’t transition 
easily from prayer to partying; 
suddenly the music she had 
carefully chosen seemed pain-
fully loud, and she collapsed 
into tears.

While bar/bat mitzvah parties 
specifically geared to children 
are really outside the scope of 
this book, you’ll find many ideas 
for food, entertainment, decorat-
ing, and more to help you plan a 
kids-only event in the chapters 
that follow. �

© The Ultimate Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Celebration Book
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The PGA Tour’s New Broadcast Deal is Great 
for Networks, Sponsors; What About Fans?

by JAY BUSBEE
The PGA Tour has inked a sprawling 

new rights deal that will cement golf’s 
broadcast future for the next decade. 
Everyone’s going to benefit, but who’s 
going to benefit the most? And with 
all due respect to important folks like 
sponsors, rights holders and the Tour 
itself… how’s this going to impact fans? 
Let’s dig in.

Details of the new deal 
First, the basics. The new deal kicks 

in starting in 2022, and includes a 
reaffirmation of existing agreements 
with CBS and NBC, along with a new 
agreement with ESPN. The new deal 
lines up with an agreement signed in 
2018 for international digital rights 
to the Tour through 2030. (Note: the 
PGA Tour does not control the broad-
cast agreements for the majors. The 
Masters, U.S. Open et. al. will proceed 
at their own pace.) 

Right, but what does that all mean? 
For the regular season, CBS and NBC 
will control the events, with CBS aver-
aging 19 tournaments and NBC eight 
over the course of the year. The two 
networks will trade off broadcast rights 
for the FedEx playoffs and Tour Cham-
pionship, with NBC broadcasting five 
playoffs and CBS four over the life of 
the deal. Golf Channel will continue as 
the cable broadcaster of the early por-
tions of tournaments. 

The most significant new addition is 
the ESPN component — specifically, 
the fact that the Tour’s “PGA Tour 
Live” streaming service will move over 
to ESPN+, ESPN’s own subscription 

streaming service. Per the Tour, ESPN+ 
will air 4,000 hours of golf annually, 
plus original programming and “speed 
rounds,” quick views of tournament 
days.

Who benefits from 
the new deal? 

The chief beneficiary of the new ar-
rangement is, of course, the PGA Tour. 
The Tour didn’t disclose the financial 
terms of the new deal, but Sports Busi-
ness Journal in December reported that 
the deal would leap from the current 
$400 million a year to $700 million. 

Also benefitting: the LPGA, which 
will see the benefit of increased expo-
sure all across the Tour’s various plat-
forms. At least 10 tournaments will be 

broadcast on NBC and CBS, up from 
the current four to six. 

Moving one level outward, the deal 
gives the broadcast partners a consis-
tent source of content with a contingent 
of marketable stars who will likely be 
around for the entire length of the deal. 
Justin Thomas, Brooks Koepka, Rory 
McIlroy — they’re all likely to be playing 
in 2030 as well as 2020. Tiger Woods 
will be gone from the Tour long before 
then … but the fact that the partners 
were willing to make this investment 
shows their belief in the value of broad-
cast rights and the long-term stability of 
the game. 

One level outward from that, this 
deal is a huge shot in the arm for all 
other sports leagues looking to secure 

broadcast deals in the near future. The 
NFL’s current agreements are slated to 
expire in 2022, the NBA’s in 2025, 
the NHL’s in 2021, and NASCAR’s 
in 2024. Given that the Tour’s ratings 
have been largely flat over the last few 
years, and the marketable star most 
responsible for ratings bumps will be 
leaving the stage soon, the fact that the 
Tour snared such an upgrade is impres-
sive — and bodes well for all of those 
leagues in their future negotiations. 

The reason broadcast rights are sky-
rocketing is that sports remains the one 
unbingeable, un-time-shiftable broadcast 
property. Nobody’s tuning in to watch 
the Arnold Palmer Invitational eight 
weeks after it happens, and nobody can 
binge all four days of the Tour Champi-
onship on Thursday. Sports unfurls at 
its own pace, and that gives more time 
for broadcasters to recoup their invest-
ment. Which brings us to …

How will the new 
deal affect fans?

The PGA Tour’s average viewership 
is the oldest in sports, over 70 by some 
measures. It’s a statement of fact, not 
opinion, to say that the vast majority 
of older TV viewers resist change and 
choice… which could be a bit of a 
problem here, because choice is what 
this new agreement is all about. Unless 
you’re a casual golf fan, it’s going to be 
almost mandatory to get ESPN+ to get 
access to all the golf news/updates/
extra shots you want. That’s not a 
problem for younger or more tech-sav-
vy golf fans — and, hell, by the end of 
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Golf’s going to be on your TV for a long time. (Hector Vivas/Getty Images)

� Rochester�GOLF�WEEK�•�Monday,�March�16,�2020�•�Page�11

Play Better Golf With Jack Nicklaus

March�16,�2020 R  O  C  H  E  S  T  E  R Vol.�32,�No.�7

Official Newspaper of the 
Rochester District Golf Association 

BARBARA MORGENSTERN, Publisher & Editor
Published weekly since 1989 by Rochester Golf Week

2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Rd., Rochester, NY 14623
Phone: (585) 427-2468 • E-mail: info@golfweekrochester.com

Website: www.golfweekrochester.com

Deadline for all copy is Monday at noon, four days
in advance of publication date.

All comments welcome

HAVE YOU HEARD ANYTHING NOTEWORTHY 
ON THE LOCAL GOLF SCENE? 

Golf Week’s “Mulligans,” column allows our readership 
to “play over” the news, notes, and anecdotes which may 

be of interest to others.
Remember Mulligans throughout the 

year for your golf vacation stories.
Send your notes to Golf Week, 

2535 Brighton-Henrietta TL Rd.,  
Rochester, NY 14623, call the Golf Line 

at (585) 427-2434, or email  
editor@golfweekrochester.com



Show Goes On at Sage Valley as Jackson 
Van Paris Wins Junior Invitational

by Brentley Romine
“It was really, really strange.”
In the middle of a three-and-

a-half-hour car ride from Gran-
iteville, South Carolina, to his 
home in Pinehurst, North Car-
olina, Jackson Van Paris had 
plenty of time to process what 
had just happened.

His two-shot victory Saturday 
at the Junior Invitational at Sage 
Valley was the biggest triumph 
of the 16-year-old’s young ca-
reer, but it was also the most 
bizarre.

As most of competitive golf 
stood still amid a coronavirus 
pandemic, the prestigious junior 
tournament pushed forward.

Van Paris played just nine 
holes Saturday, Sage Valley’s 
front side, carding four birdies 
in his final six holes to shoot 
5-under 67 and race past his 
competition, the majority of 
whom were completing play on 
the back nine on a spectator-less 
course.

“I’m speechless right now, 
to be honest,” Van Paris said. 
“I never really thought I was 
going to win until I came off the 
ninth green and I was like ‘Oh 
wow, I have a chance to win this 

thing.’”
He almost didn’t. As the sports 

world experienced mass cancel-
lations and postponements be-
cause of COVID-19 concerns, 
including the PGA Tour cancel-
ing The Players and four other 
events and the Masters pushing 
back its tournament to a later 
date, the status of the Junior 
Invitational was also in doubt 
after Thursday’s opening round, 
which was open to the public, 

went off as normal.
 “We weren’t sure what was 

going to happen,” said Van 
Paris, who was getting ready 
for his second-round tee time 
Friday morning when his room-
mate knocked on the bathroom 
door and told Van Paris that his 
starting time had been moved up 
nearly two hours.

Instead of cancelling the re-
maining two rounds, tournament 
officials decided to continue with 

the tournament, though will 
some alterations. The sched-
ule was changed to include 27 
holes on Friday followed by a 
nine-hole finish Saturday, with 
only players, parents and essen-
tial personnel allowed inside the 
gates at the ultra-private club, 
where the competitors, 54 from 
around the globe, stay together 
in on-site cottages, about 12 to 
a residence, and are prohibited 
from leaving the grounds. (Play-

ers weren’t specifically tested for 
the coronavirus upon arriving at 
the beginning of the week, but 
they were screened.)

“We were very isolated,” Van 
Paris said.

Van Paris totaled 10 birdies 
in 27 holes Friday to set up a 
four-shot comeback on Satur-
day. Luke Potter posted a sec-
ond-place finish at 7 under while 
Michael Brennan, Maxwell Mol-
dovan and Tyler Wilkes tied for 
third at 6 under.

Top-ranked juniors Joe Pag-
din (rib) and Karl Vilips (finger) 
had to withdraw from the event 
because of injuries. Their timeta-
bles for returning are uncertain.

Van Paris doesn’t know when 
he’ll compete again, either. He 
was supposed to play in the 
Azalea Invitational in Charleston, 
South Carolina, at the end of the 
month, but he expects that to 
be canceled or postponed. He 
also heard that the AJGA Thun-
derbird Invitational, set for April 
9-12 at Grayhawk Golf Club, will 
likely be postponed. (Grayhawk 
was supposed to host the NCAA 
Championships in late May be-
fore the NCAA canceled all win-

GOLF opinion & comment

Rory McIlroy Has ‘Come a Long Way’ 
as a Leader on PGA Tour

by BILL PENNINGTON
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 

— It was 2009 and Rory McIl-
roy, then 20, was making his 
first appearance at the Players 
Championship, the tournament 
considered nearly as prestigious 
as a major golf championship.

McIlroy, a floppy-haired wun-
derkind at the time, recalled 
this week that his commitment 
to the 2009 event was at best 
scattered. He attended a prize 

fight in Las Vegas the weekend 
beforehand. The weekend of the 
tournament — after McIlroy was 
purged from the competition for 
shooting seven-over par — was 
misspent, as McIlroy said: “Get-
ting kicked out of bars for having 
a fake ID.”

On Tuesday, with a smile and 
an Irishman’s developed sense 
of understatement, McIlroy, this 
year’s defending Players cham-
pion, added: “So I’ve come a 

long way.”
The retort applies to his golf 

results, but more authoritatively 
describes a newfound, off-course 
leadership role that McIlroy has 
assumed among his generally 
conservative, cautious peers. 
In recent months, McIlroy has 
stood apart by taking bold, prin-
cipled stands within a communi-
ty of athletes who are a loosely 
aligned group of circumspect 
self-employed entrepreneurs.

In December, McIlroy shunned 
a lucrative tournament in Saudi 
Arabia that attracted other top 
golfers, citing Saudi human 
rights violations and adding: 
“There’s a morality to it.” Last 
month, McIlroy soundly rejected 
the advances of the Premier 
Golf League, a moneyed, up-
start rival to the PGA Tour that 
other top pros had been careful 
not to overtly rebuff. McIlroy, 
the game’s top-ranked player, 
said he was defending every pro 
golfer’s right to autonomy.

With a blunt, “I’m out,” McIl-
roy definitively stalled the Pre-
mier Golf League’s budding 
momentum. He did not want to 
take the new league’s money, 
because, he said: “They can tell 

you what to do. If don’t take the 
money, they can’t.”

Earlier this week, Jay Monah-
an, the PGA Tour commission-
er, called McIlroy’s declaration, 
“a moment of leadership.”

Now weeks from his 31st 
birthday, McIlroy has become a 
notably frank, widely accessible 
and forthright voice on most 
every subject as it pertains to 
golf and the industry enveloping 
it. He does not expect that to 
change.

“At this point, I think I have 
somewhat of a responsibility — 
not just for myself but for the 
other players,” McIlroy said. 
“I have been outspoken about 
a number of issues in golf and 
I’m happy about that. I’ve been 
around the top of the game for 
a long time now and I want to 
be a voice out there that can at 
last put forth some good com-
mentary on things.”

His colleagues are listening.
“Rory respects us on and off 

the golf course, that’s the great 
thing,” said Webb Simpson, 
ranked seventh in the world. “I 
think he’s great for our game; 
I think he’s very mature. He’s 
liked by all of his peers.”

Francesco Molinari, the 2018 
British Open champion, said 
McIlroy’s comments on the Pre-
mier Golf League helped shape 
his opinion on the subject.

“I agreed with what Rory said 
— we’re lucky to play some 
amazing schedules, so I don’t 
see why we’re really messing 
with it too much,” Molinari said.

McIlroy has also garnered the 
praise of former players. David 
Duval, a Golf Channel analyst, 
recalled when he became golf’s 
top-ranked player in the late 
1990s and felt that status had 
come with the added challenge 
of serving as the primary voice 
of his sport.

“Was I most comfortable with 
it?” Duval said. “No, certainly 
not like Rory. But I spoke my 
mind. The fact that Rory will 
voice his opinion and take that 
role is imperative to this game.”

Brandel Chamblee, Duval’s 
Golf Channel colleague and an-
other former PGA Tour mem-
ber, commended McIlroy’s eth-
ical stances.

“I applaud the man,” Cham-
blee said. “What he does on 
the golf course is one thing, but 
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“At this point, I think I have somewhat of a responsibility — not just for 
myself but for the other players,” Rory McIlroy said this week during 
practice rounds for the Players Championship. (Sam Greenwood/Getty Images)
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this decade we’ll all be snared 
by a dozen streaming services 
anyway — but it will present an 
added challenge for viewers set 
in their ways.

On the other hand, if you 
like the way things are right 
now on the broadcast agree-
ments, well… get used to more 
of the same. (You can see now 
why CBS jettisoned Gary Mc-
Cord and Peter Kostis, trying 
to get “younger” for this im-
pending new agreement.) If 
you’re not a fan of broadcast 
network coverage — and CBS 
in particular has drawn heat 
for its coverage of late — well, 
you’re not going to have a 
whole lot of options. 

You know the old line about 
how, if you’re not paying for a 
product, you’re the product? 
That applies here. These rights 
holders are going to need to 
pay for these deals somehow, 
and that means you can al-
most surely count on more 
versions of the shot-commer-

cial-shot-commercial-awk-
ward interview with sponsor 
CEO-commercial routine we’ve 
seen so much in the past. Noth-
ing infuriates golf fans faster 
and deeper than ceaseless com-
mercials; how the rights holders 
address that while still paying 
the bills will be one of the more 
fascinating elements of this ar-
rangement.

One of the major questions 
surrounding any broadcast deal 
is how much editorial indepen-
dence the rights holders will 
have in criticizing the producer. 
The Tour, like most major pub-
lic entities, is always looking to 
protect its image and lock down 
or lock out any negative press. 
One major element of this new 
broadcast deal is the Tour’s pro-
duction of the tournaments... 
meaning the Tour can control 
the narrative coming out of 
every tournament day.

That, in turn, leads to a range 
of questions: How much free-
dom will a network’s commen-

tators have to, say, criticize a 
Tour player suspected of cheat-
ing? How much opportunity will 
fans have to go back and review 
a golfer’s past shots, and how 
much critique of a golfer’s per-
formance will remain available 
in public archives? Suppose 
there’s a rules controversy, or 
a dispute between players, or 
heckling? Will those make the 
broadcast?

These aren’t small questions; 
a broadcast right without edi-
torial independence is nothing 
more than an infomercial. While 
the Tour, its players and its 
sponsors would be just fine with 
that, viewers would know they 
were getting a sanitized, wa-
tered-down version of the game.

Bottom line, the new deal 
works out very well for the Tour 
and its partners. Fans get the 
benefit of knowing their sport 
will be close at hand for the 
next decade… but beyond that, 
it’ll be a wait-and-see.  x

©Yahoo!

GOLF business CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ter and spring sports for the rest 
of the season. The AJGA has yet 
to announce any cancellations or 
postponements.)

“We don’t know when our 
next tournament’s going to be,” 
said Van Paris, “so to end with 
a win is a great feeling.”

©Golf Channel
•  •  •

As Sports Grind 
to a Halt, Fans 
Must Somehow 
Keep Going

by WILL GRAY
This was supposed to be a 

great weekend to be a sports 
fan.

If you like to wear out your 
TV remote, mid-March is usu-
ally your time to shine. NBA 
and NHL campaigns are in full 
swing, with teams jockeying for 
playoff positioning. The bloom 
of spring signals that the return 
of baseball from a brief winter 
respite is on the horizon.

The c rowned j ewe l  o f 
NCAA sports, the March Mad-
ness men’s basketball tourna-
ment, was about to take flight, 
with the bracket reveal of Selec-
tion Sunday sparking hours of 
dizzying debate that would bridge 
the gap until the first basket was 
scored.

And yes, golf also played a 

pivotal role in that equation. 
This weekend was supposed to 
include the PGA Tour’s flag-
ship event, The Players, with 
one player leaving TPC Saw-
grass $2.7 million richer and 
thousands of sun-drenched fans 
watching him scoop that lucra-
tive pot. 

Obviously, those plans have 
been shredded. And with the 
nation and the world in the midst 
of a global pandemic, sports fans 
are left reeling.

As the seasons change, fans 
are accustomed to watching the 
sports calendar morph and shift 
but never disappear entirely, 
as it has now and will for the 
foreseeable future. For the die-
hards, competition is a constant 
companion: you might mark the 
years of your youth by the clubs 
you joined or the classmates you 
dated, or you might just as easily 
do so by remembering who won 
the Super Bowl or slipped into a 
green jacket in a given semester.

Sports can serve as a mech-
anism for celebration in good 
times, and as a coping mech-
anism when times are rough. 
They have become an institu-
tion and a foundational pillar in 
our lives, one that we can often 
use to escape the stresses and 
dilemmas we face in everyday 
journeys. And they have rarely 
deserted us en masse.

When the U.S. was reeling 
from the attacks of 9/11, sports 
acted as a beacon of hope. The 
first game back at Yankee Sta-
dium turned into something 
of a national celebration, and 
when President George W. Bush 
tossed a strike with the opening 
pitch during the World Series 
there a few weeks later it be-
came a symbol that life would 
once again regain a sense of 
normalcy.

Seven years later, in 2008, 
as the economy cratered in a 
whirlwind whose timing seemed 
eerily reminiscent this past week, 
sports went on. The NFL con-
tinued to play, and baseball’s 
regular season didn’t miss a beat. 
The same week that American fi-
nancial leaders scrambled along-
side Congress to avoid outright 
economic disaster, the American 
Ryder Cup team kept busy by 
dispatching the Euros at Valhalla.

But this time around, with the 
coronavirus threat continuing to 
mushroom both in the U.S. and 
around the world, sports won’t 
be available as an emotional 
bailout. We won’t be able to 
turn our lonely eyes to a leader-
board or score ticker, or invest 
a few hours in an unexpected 
underdog story as a form of 
distraction.

The surreal shock of the world-
wide response to this crisis is 

only amplified by the unexpected 
void it created in the sports cal-
endar, a rippling silence that will 
echo across empty stadiums and 
courses for weeks to come.

Granted, these are the types 
of moments that put the sports 
landscape into proper perspec-
tive. While we can often place 
increased importance on each 
birdie or bogey, with missed 
shots and holed putts sometimes 
resembling earth-shaking phe-
nomenon, every player leaving 
TPC Sawgrass Friday morning 
embraced the sobering reality 
that the world now has much 
larger concerns than the inter-
ruption of competition.

“Here in the short term, golf 
has to make the stand with the 
rest of professional sports that, 
as surreal as it all may seem, it’s 
about safety and responsibility,” 
said Graeme McDowell. “Sport 
is insignificant here in the short 
term. The world is fearful, both 
financially and physically. It’s 
about a bigger picture.”

Perhaps it’s appropriate that 
the magnitude of that bigger pic-
ture must now be faced without 
the thin veil of sports to soften 
its blow. It’s a crisis that will 
require the attention and action 
of individuals from every walk 
of life.

But that reality does little to 
blunt the pain faced by sports 

fans who will spend the coming 
weeks mourning the loss of var-
ious games, contests and tour-
naments that have disappeared 
from the calendar.

There is still hope that this 
unimaginable schism in the 
sports world can be fixed with 
a few asterisks. There’s hope 
that athletes can return to their 
craft sooner rather than later, 
that we’ll all soon file back into 
arenas without thinking about 
the term “social distancing.” 
There’s hope that postponed 
contests can be rescheduled, that 
majors can be re-worked and 
that many seasons can be simply 
adjusted instead of outright lost.

But as the shock of the last 
week begins to wear off, the 
new sense of normal sets in. The 
monstrous machine of competi-
tion, one whose motor seemed 
everlasting and invincible, has 
ground to a halt in the blink 
of an eye. While the rationale 
is understandable, the sense of 
loss is real.

At some point we’ll get back 
to caring about tournament out-
comes, leads coughed up and 
rallies cut short. But right now 
the sports world is consumed 
with hypothetical thoughts, 
and there’s little comfort to be 
gleaned from the realm of what 
might have been.  x

©Golf Channel
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what he did in the media center, 
I mean, that’s rarer than the 
athletic skill that he has.”

In addition to his more prom-
inent leadership role, McIlroy is 
also playing his best golf since 
2015, which is the last time 

he held the No. 1 ranking. 
In each of his last six events, 
McIlroy has finished in the top 
five. The near misses this year 
have only slightly vexed McIl-
roy, who has won four major 
championships.

“If I keep putting myself in po-

sition and if I can do a few differ-
ent things in my golf game just a 
little bit better,” he said. “Those 
thirds and fifths will hopefully 
turn into wins.”

For McIlroy, growth as a golf-
er, in most every way on and off 
the course, remains the primary 

goal. This week, for example, 
he was philosophical about how, 
as a young man, he despised 
Pete Dye-designed courses like 
the T.P.C. Sawgrass layout that 
hosts the Players Championship 
annually. McIlroy has since won 
several championships on Dye 

courses.
“They’re like beer when 

you’re younger,” McIlroy said 
of the Dye layouts. “You sort of 
don’t like it but then you think 
it’s cool to drink and then you 
sort of acquire a taste for it.”  x

©The New York Times

(Continued from Page 12)

The historic club in Edinburgh 
approved a resolution by 83% 
to open membership to women 
at its annual meeting last week.

Regulations will change at the 
club from April 1, 2020. 

The club had attempted a sim-
ilar proposal in 2014, but it 
did not receive the necessary 
backing. 

Royal Burgess Golfing Soci-
ety of Edinburgh is a Scottish 
golf club that holds claim to 
be the oldest golfing society in 
the world as it was instituted 
in 1735, which was 19 years 
before ‘The Home of Golf’ St 
Andrews.

The club is a members only 
track but it does welcome visi-
tors. 

“The captain and council of 
the Royal Burgess Golfing Soci-
ety are pleased to announce that, 
at the annual general meeting of 
the society on Thursday 12th 
March, the resolution to open its 
membership was passed,” read 

the club’s statement. 
“As the world’s oldest golf 

club, the society enjoys a po-
sition of leadership in Scot-
tish and world golf, including 
the promotion of golf at junior 
level.

“The society looks forward to 
welcoming an open and diverse 
membership, affording everyone 
the chance to be part of its on-
going success.

“The history of the club and 
that of the City of Edinburgh 
are woven together. The soci-
ety believes that a more open 
membership will enhance and 
strengthen the club’s proud rela-
tionship with the city.”

RBGS captain Bill Mattocks 
said: “This historic decision 
demonstrates the club’s rec-
ognition of the importance of 
embracing equality. We look 
forward to welcoming many new 
members over the coming years 
and to share what our fine soci-
ety has to offer with them.” x

© GolfMagic.com
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ilies. C.T. Pan had withdrawn 
because of the threat of the 
coronavirus spreading. There 
might have been only one con-
firmed case in St. Johns County, 
but the lack of available testing 
increased the likelihood that the 
virus had hit here, too, and they 
just didn’t know it yet.

Young, fit Tour players aren’t 
the most vulnerable demograph-
ic, but that mattered little. Even 
without symptoms they could 
carry the virus and pass it on to 
others. After all, these players 
were on the same flights, in the 
same hotels, in the same locker 
room and player dining. Never 
mind an NBA locker room of a 
few dozen. Here were officials 
and workers and 144 players all 
passing through the same small 
area, using the same facilities.

Why did that matter? Because 
they’re husbands and fathers 
and sons. Because Sergio Gar-
cia’s wife is pregnant. Because 
McIlroy’s mother has respirato-
ry issues. Because Jon Rahm’s 
grandmother is in a nursery 

home and his wife asthmatic.
“I have a responsibility to do 

my part to try not to spread it,” 
Rahm said. “I think this was the 
most sensible thing to do right 
now.”

And so with nowhere to go, 
with nothing to play for, the 
world’s best players are basically 
self-quarantining for the next 
few weeks and possibly even 
months. They’re used to taking 
time off to nurse injuries. Some 
even take an extended hiatus 
around the holidays. But never 
like this, not at the beginning of 
the championship season, with 
their next start date uncertain.

They wondered aloud: Should 
they give their body a rest? Do 
all of the guys in Jupiter hook 
up for weekly money games? 
Will they have time to implement 
swing changes? They’ll all keep 
training and playing and practic-
ing ... but for what?

“That’s the crazy situation all 
of us are in,” Billy Horschel said. 
“When do we start back up? 
When is it OK to start back up? 
There are so many questions 

that need to be answered right 
now, and there’s no answers to 
that. No one can say.”

Dressed in workout clothes 
and backward hats, players 
rolled up to the TPC Sawgrass 
clubhouse in their courtesy cars, 
dutifully answered questions and 
then, awkwardly, said goodbye. 
We’ll see you ... next month? 
This summer? “Hopefully some-
time this year,” Marc Leishman 
said ruefully.

McIlroy was one of the first to 
arrive Friday, after waking up at 
5:30 a.m. to learn that The Play-
ers — the Tour’s Super Bowl, one 
of the five biggest tournaments 
in golf — was canceled and the 
Tour season put on hold. His 
mind almost immediately drifted 
to Monahan. “Jay didn’t sleep 
the night before last, up trying 
to make this decision and trying 
to make the call, trying to do 
what’s right for the tournament, 
trying to do what’s right for the 
Tour, the players, the spectators, 
sponsors, media, everyone,” 
McIlroy said.

“I drove past his house this 

morning on the way from the 
hotel here and just looked like, 
Geez, it’s been a stressful week 
for him.”

Monahan wasn’t looking for 
sympathy. Not at an unprece-
dented time like this. “Who cares 
about my sleep,” he said. “But I 
haven’t gotten much.”

The stress and strain of the 
past few days was apparent on 
his face as he said all the right 
things Friday morning:

That they didn’t have any re-
grets.

That it was incredibly disap-
pointing.

That they tried to be as mea-
sured and thoughtful as possible.

That the health and safety of the 
players, fans, media and partners 
— everyone in the Tour’s “ecosys-
tem” — was the No. 1 priority.

And that, finally, it was time to 
pack up their staff bags and go 
home for the foreseeable future. 

“To cancel it is a really 
hard decision,” he said. “It’s 
gut-wrenching. When you’re af-
fecting so many people’s liveli-
hoods, that weighs heavily on 

you. I look out at everybody 
here: What are we all doing over 
the next five weeks? And that 
has to weigh heavily on you; it 
did weigh heavily on me, and it 
will weigh heavily on me.”

There were no further ques-
tions left in the interview room, 
and a few reporters in the back 
row turned to exit. Over the next 
few hours, at an empty TPC 
Sawgrass, Monahan would make 
stop after stop with his other 
broadcast partners to explain the 
timing of this move, to justify his 
past decisions, to look ahead to 
an uncertain future.

But first, Monahan raised a 
finger and interjected: “Can I say 
one more thing?”

And in his final remarks in the 
interview he’d been dreading, 
he encouraged everyone to get 
outside and play golf. To support 
the industry. To use the game to 
inspire others in a challenging 
situation.

It was a grim reminder.
All of a sudden, there’d be 

plenty of free time. x
© Golf Channel

Editor’s Notebook: Lone Star Distinction
by MATT LAWELL

The Texas Hill Country is a 
far different place today than it 
was when Buffalo Hump and 
Old Owl were leading the Pe-
nateka band of the Comanche 
people across Edwards Plateau 
before Texas was even a state. 
It is a far different place today 
than when Lyndon Johnson 
lived in Stonewall as a boy and 
again in Presidential retirement, 
or even when Johnny Manziel 
was slinging touchdown passes 
for Tivy High School in Kerr-
ville. There are more people, 
for starters, and more Wha-
taburgers and H-E-Bs. More 
stunning golf courses, too, with 
more stunning greens.

The Clubs of Cordil lera 
Ranch is among those stun-
ning courses, a Jack Nicklaus 
Signature design that stretches 
across about 500 acres of what 
was still a family ranch in Bo-
erne, just outside San Antonio, 
a little more than a generation 
ago. Nicklaus incorporated the 
topography throughout his 18 
holes, peaks popping up, little 
valleys carved out. Nicklaus had 
never ventured into Hill Coun-
try — not to design a course, 
at least — and Cordillera is a 
heck of a debut. (Even in name, 
evidenced by a 2016 award 
from The Dallas Morning News 

for the “Most Beautiful Hole” 
in Texas.)

The course had featured 
A1-A4 bentgrass greens until a 
switch earlier this year to Pure 
Distinction bentgrass. Pure Dis-
tinction is a relatively new va-
riety from Tee-2-Green in Or-
egon that is designed to grow 
more aggressively with easier 
maintenance — requiring less 
water and less fungicide while 
also stopping its growth a little 
earlier in the season and being 
bred for heat tolerance, key in 
an area where average summer 
highs top 90 degrees.

Director of agronomy Jeff 
Eldridge researched Pure Dis-
tinction, then talked with su-
perintendents and directors at a 
handful of some desert courses 
with similar heat climates that 
had recently re-sodded. After 
receiving the go-ahead to move 
forward with the project, he 
sourced 20 greens worth of 
Pure Distinction from Detroit 
and Idaho, shipping across time 
zones on refrigerated trucks. 
He shut down the course three 
weeks ahead of time, then 
blocked out six weeks for the 
renovation from A1-A4. “Ev-
erything we did then,” Eldridge 
says, “was push the envelope.”

Eldridge entered the project 
knowing that he would endure 

at least a season “before you 
get to what you’d call normal,” 
he says. Some collars, for in-
stance, still resemble a patch-
work quilt, imperfections bor-
dering beauty. The playability, 
though “gets up to speed much 
faster” than other bentgrass 
varieties, according to Corey 
Roberson, who arrived last fall 
as the new director of golf and 
plays at least a couple rounds 
on the course every week. A 
round on the course earlier 
this week confirmed that. The 
greens are true. And is there 
ever a better putting surface 
than bentgrass?

The Pure Distinction will like-
ly require several aerifications 
before reaching full maturity, 
even through plenty of 90- and 
100-degree days soon ahead. 
Eldridge relishes the challenge. 
“I’m looking forward to this 
summer,” he says, “and seeing 
what it’ll do.”

The decision and the matu-
ration of the greens should pay 
dividends for years to come. 
The Hill Country is sometimes 
considered the demarcation 
between the country’s South-
east and its Southwest. This 
new bentgrass distinguishes the 
course even more in a land 
entirely its own, out there. x
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