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PGA Tour Embraces Sports 
Bettors With Action Network Deal

by IRA BOUDWAY
The PGA Tour is adding a new 

way to connect with gamblers, 
the latest attempt to capital-
ize on the growth of legal sports 
betting. 

The men’s U.S. professional 
golf circuit announced a part-
nership on Monday with Action 
Network, a digital media start-
up that sells data and analysis 
for bettors. Under the two-year 

deal, the Action Network will re-
brand its golf content as GolfBet 
and share it with the PGA Tour 
for use on its website, mobile 
app and event broadcasts.

The tour and its other media 
partners, including Discovery Inc., 
will also produce content under 
the GolfBet brand. The Action 
Network and the tour will share 
revenue from the joint venture. 

“We’re looking at this as a 

content play to both educate 
and stimulate the betting market 
here in the U.S. and overseas,” 
said Norb Gambuzza, the tour’s 
senior vice president for media 
business development. “Golf is 
open for business for betting.”

The tour has been figuring out 
how to benefit from a 2018 U.S 
Supreme Court ruling that let the 
sports-betting industry expand 

Im Takes First US PGA Title 
In Honda Classic Thriller

Miami (AFP) — South Korea’s 
Im Sung-jae captured his first 
US PGA Tour title on Sunday 
in a dramatic four-man Honda 
Classic shootout, then shared 
his worries about the coronavirus 
outbreak striking his homeland.

The 21-year-old Asian prodigy, 
last year’s US PGA Rookie of the 
Year, birdied four of the first five 
holes and sank tension-packed 
birdie putts at the par-3 15th and 
17th to help secure the victory 
at Palm Beach Gardens, Florida.

Im fired a four-under par 
66 final round to become the 
youngest winner in tournament 
history with a breakthrough tri-
umph at PGA National in his 
50th US PGA start.

“After so many chances so 
many weeks and having a bunch 
of top 10s, using that experi-

ence this week was big,” Im said 
through a translator. “I hope to re-
ally work hard and move forward 
and become a winner again soon.”

Im finished 72 holes on six-un-

der 274 for a one-stroke victory 
over Canada’s Mackenzie Hughes. 
Britain’s Tommy Fleetwood was 
third on 276 and American Bren-

South Korea’s Im Sung-jae captured his first US PGA title on Sunday by 
winning the Honda Classic. (AFP Photo/Sam Greenwood)

Finish Player FedEx Earnings ($)
1 Sungjae Im 500.00 1,260,000.00 
2 Mackenzie Hughes 300.00 763,000.00 
3 Tommy Fleetwood 190.00 483,000.00 
T4 Byeong Hun An 108.75 280,000.00 
T4 Daniel Berger 108.75 280,000.00 
T4 Brendan Steele 108.75 280,000.00 

Honda Classic Purse Payout: 
Sungjae Im’s First Winner’s 

Check, for $1.26M
In his 50th PGA Tour start, 

reigning Rookie of the Year Sung-
jae Im won his first PGA Tour title 
on Sunday, outlasting Mac Hughes 

and Tommy Fleetwood to win the 
Honda Classic. Here’s a look at 
the earnings and the FedExCup 
points paid out at PGA National:

Payout — PAGE 3 Deal — PAGE 5

Thriller — PAGE 7

USGA Elects Stu Francis as New 
President for Three-Year Term
by SAMANTHA MARKS

The USGA elected its 66th 
president at its annual meet-
ing at Pinehurst this weekend. 
Stu Francis, from Hillsborough, 
California, will serve as the as-
sociation’s new president for a 
three-year term. 

Based in Liberty Corner, New 
Jersey, Francis will lead the 
USGA’s executive committee, 
which “serves as the policy-mak-
ing board and provides strategic 

LPGA Veterans Fear Losing 
Season, Olympics to Coronavirus

Los Angeles (AFP) — Two-time 
LPGA major champions Stacy 
Lewis and Brittany Lincicome 
worry the growing coronavirus 
outbreak that forced three Asian 
events to be canceled will wipe 
out the Tokyo Olympics and 
other tournaments.

The LPGA, which has played 
two US tournaments and two 
others in Australia this year, 
canceled a February event in 
Thailand, another that would 
have been played this week in 
Singapore and one planned for 
next week in China.

A run of 15 consecutive US 
LPGA tournaments begins with 
the Founders Cup in Arizona on 
March 19-22 leading into the 
Tokyo Olympics women’s event, 

Stacy Lewis, who shared fourth at 
the 2016 Rio Olympics, worries 
the Tokyo Olympics and more 
2020 LPGA events could be can-
celed due to the coronavirus out-
break (AFP Photo/Jim Watson)LPGA — PAGE 3

USGA — PAGE 6

11 Items to Check Out in the 
2020 PGA Championship Shop

by DAN MCDONALD
The 2020 PGA Champion-

ship is coming up in May, and 
what better time than the be-
ginning of the golf season to 
add a few new pieces to the golf 
wardrobe.

Pick up some items for your 
friends, family or yourself. Here 
are 11 items our editors found 
during our own perusing that 
were some of their favorites.

Items — PAGE 6 Sunice 2020 PGA Championship Carson Full-Zip Jacket.
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“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

FARVIEW  
GOLF COURSE
2419 Avon Geneseo Rd, Avon 
226-8210 • farviewgc.com

* Per person. Specials include  
league fees if you choose to join 
one or more. Cart fees not included. 
Walking is permitted at all times.  

Mon–Fri $329*
Mon–Sun $429*

TWO YEAR
MEMBERSHIPS

UNLIMITED GOLF
through end of 2021 season

Visit farviewgc.com for application  
or email info@farviewgc.com

SPACES LIMITED 

understand?Trying to
Understanding Alzheimer’s disease, dementia and memory loss  

impacts everyone in your family.  
At Marian’s House, we provide a welcoming, safe and supportive memory care  

environment for our guests and their caregivers.

Identification and Management of Common 
Behavioral Symptoms in Alzheimer’s Disease
Presented by Dr. Anton Porsteinsson
Tues, April 2 from 4:00–6:00 pm

Understanding Alzheimer’s  
Disease/Dementia
Thurs, May 23 from 4:30–5:30 pm

Update on Emerging Alzheimer’s Therapy 
Presented by Dr. Steven Rich
Thurs, June 13 from 4:00–6:00 pm

Understanding and Responding to  
Dementia Related Behaviors 
Thurs, July 11 from 4:30–5:30 pm

Effective Communication Strategies 
Thurs, August 15 from 4:30–5:30 pm

In collaboration with the Alzheimer’s Association, we invite you for our special speaker series.

Register online for one or more sessions  
at marianshouse.org.  For questions about  
the event, call (585) 442-9909.

A service of Jewish Senior Life

2980 South Clinton Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14623

Golf Tips: Tackling a 
Difficult Stretch of Holes

by T.J. AUCLAIR
The Champion Course at PGA 

National, host of the Honda 
Classic, features one of the most 
difficult three-hole stretches in 
golf. Its par-3 15th, par-4 16th 
and par-3 17th holes are known 
as, “The Bear Trap.”

What makes them so difficult — 
aside from the ever-present water 
hazards — are the swirling winds 
players encounter once they get 
there.

Even with a big lead late in 
2017 when he captured a win at 
the Honda Classic, Rickie Fowler 
had a hiccup on the par-3 17th 
when his ball found the water 
right of the green. He recov-
ered with a fantastic shot from 
the drop area and made a solid 
bogey.

Surely you can relate to a 
stretch of holes at your own 
course similar to the Bear Trap, 
right? Perhaps you’re playing 
great, but dread that particular 
stretch that’s coming up. What 
do you do to deal with it?

We enlisted the help of 2011 
PGA Professional Champion 
David Hutsell to find out what 
you should do when faced with 
an especially difficult stretch of 
holes without blowing up your 
scorecard.

“I’ve had the pleasure of 
playing PGA National and the 
Champion Course a number 
of times,” Hutsell told us. “On 
the Gold Bear Tour a number 
of years ago, I had my share of 

experiences with the Bear Trap. 
It’s three difficult holes. One 
thing I’ve found in my career is 
that you really have to try not to 
get ahead of yourself. It’s easy to 
look forward to holes in a round 
where you’ve had difficulty in the 
past. It’s cliche, but staying in the 
moment is very important.”

So is there anything special 
you should do when you get to 
those particularly tough holes?

No, says Hutsell.
“Sure, there are things that 

can happen before you get to 
those holes that might influence 
things,” he said. “In Rickie’s 
case, he had a nice cushion 
going into those holes. He also 
had the benefit of having lead-
erboards out there everywhere, 
which makes decisions a little 
easier. But, I believe the pro-
fessionals have their decisions 
made before that. They go into 
a round with a game plan and 
they stick to it, which is some-
thing the amateur can benefit 
from too.”

Just like any shot you face on 
the golf course, the ones you 
hit on a difficult hole or stretch 
of holes are no different. You 
want to stick to your strengths 
and give yourself room for error, 
Hutsell explained.

“Take Rickie on 17 Sunday,” 
Hutsell said. “The wind was 
blowing hard from left to right 
and as soon as he hit it, you 
could read his lips, ‘aim left.’ He 
didn’t do that and the ball went 

in the water. He had the great 
recovery with the shot from the 
drop area while he was dealing 
with a lot of pressure. Whatever 
happens out there, make it as 
positive as possible and have a 
short memory.”

The biggest takeaway here 
is don’t allow the thought of 
those difficult holes ahead ruin 
your round. Whatever happened 
there in the past doesn’t define 
what you’re going to do there in 
the future.

Playing a great round and 
thinking, “Shoot, I haven’t hit 
that stretch of holes yet where I 
usually fall apart,” isn’t going to 
do you any good.

Have an open mind, don’t get 
ahead of yourself and — when you 
do get there — approach it one 
shot at a time.

“Our perspective changes a 
lot during the round based on 
the score,” Hutsell said. “That’s 
how we measure ourselves. As 
a teacher working with players, 
we have goals of breaking 90-
80-70, or whatever, and we put 
so much pressure on ourselves. 
Because of that darned score-
card a lot of ‘ifs’ come to mind.

“Forget that. Just stay focused 
on each shot and stick to the 
game plan. If that tough stretch 
isn’t in the back of our minds, 
we can perform a little better. 
Instead of focusing on the end 
result, use that energy to focus 
on the process.”   x

©PGA

What’s in the Bag: 
Honda Classic 

Winner Sungjae Im
Sungjae Im took down the 

Bear Trap on Sunday at PGA 
National to win the Honda 
Classic, his first victory on the 
PGA Tour. Here’s a look inside 
his bag: 

DRIVER: Titleist TS3 (9.5), 
Graphite Design Tour AD-DI 7

3-WOOD: Titleist TS2 (13.5), 
Graphite Design Tour AD-DI 8

HYBRID: Titleist 818H2 (19 
degrees), Graphite Design Tour 

AD-DI 105
IRONS: T100 (4-PW), True 

Temper Dynamic Gold Tour 
Issue X100

WEDGES: Titleist Vokey De-
sign SM8 (52.08F), (56.08M), 
SM7 (60.04L), True Temper 
Dynamic Gold Tour Issue X100

PUTTER: Scotty Cameron 
Phantom X 6S

BALL: Titleist Pro V1x
©Yahoo!
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scheduled for August 5-8.
“I’m worried about the whole 

season,” Lincicome said, to 
which Lewis replied, “I know, 
I am, too. It’s in the US now, 
too, so traveling anywhere, 
through any airport, I think 
you’re thinking about it and 
you’re aware of it. I took Clorox 
wipes with me to Australia and 
wiped everything down on the 
airplane.”

Lewis, who shared fourth at 
the 2016 Rio Olympics just one 
stroke behind Chinese bronze 
medalist Feng Shanshan, and 

US compatriot Lincicome spoke 
ahead of the year’s first major, 
April’s ANA Invitational at Ran-
cho Mirage.

Both players recently became 
mothers, Lewis giving birth to 
baby daughter Chesnee in Octo-
ber 2018 and Lincicome greet-
ing daughter Emery last July. So 
they are extra cautious about the 
escalating coronavirus outbreak.

“I think it’s not going away 
anytime soon,” Lewis said. “I 
hope by the Olympics that it 
has kind of fizzled itself out and 
it’s not an issue because you 
don’t want that for such a big 

sporting event.”
Lincicome agreed, noting how 

treasured a berth in the Olym-
pic event would be for anyone 
but that safety concerns must 
prevail.

“Now that we have the Olym-
pics, that would be a dream 
come true to play it, but obvious-
ly our health is more important, 
unfortunately, and we’ll just have 
to cross that bridge when we got 
there,” she said.

Picking Health  
Over Sticky Rice

Lewis had planned to play in 
Thailand while Lincicome was 
excited about playing in Thai-
land and Singapore after missing 
them last year while pregnant 
until the decision to cancel was 
made.

“I was planning on going,” 
Lincicome said. “I don’t love the 
heat so much over there, but just 
the cheap foot massages every 
day and the bubble teas and the 
mango sticky rice. There’s a lot 
of things that I love about Thai-
land and Singapore.

“But I was planning on going 
until it got worse and then my 
caddie was like, ‘No, it’s not 
a good idea.’ I wanted to go 
until they canceled it, and then 
I was bummed, but obviously 
coming back and being stuck 
in quarantine or giving it to my 
daughter, there was more neg-
atives than there were positives 
for foot massages and mango 
sticky rice.”

Lewis was in Australia ponder-
ing what to do when the events 
were canceled.

“I probably would have picked 
our health over playing in the 
golf tournament,” she said. I’m 
very glad the tour made the calls 
that they did. I know they were 
hard, but it was just a chance 
that we couldn’t take just with 
all the players traveling and the 
caddies, the support staff.

“There are a lot of people that 

were going to be going through 
airports and the way we travel 
in those events, too, we’re on 

buses, and one person gets it, 
we’re all sick. I really feel like 
the tour made the right call.” x

Finish Player FedEx Earnings ($)
T4 Lee Westwood — 280,000.00 
T8 Cameron Davis 80.00 204,750.00 
T8 Russell Henley 80.00 204,750.00 
T8 Gary Woodland 80.00 204,750.00 
T11 Wyndham Clark 60.00 145,250.00 
T11 Luke Donald 60.00 145,250.00 
T11 Brice Garnett 60.00 145,250.00 
T11 Mark Hubbard 60.00 145,250.00 
T11 Maverick McNealy 60.00 145,250.00 
T11 Robby Shelton 60.00 145,250.00 
T17 Harris English 48.00 103,250.00 
T17 Ryan Palmer 48.00 103,250.00 
T17 Charl Schwartzel 48.00 103,250.00 
T17 Richy Werenski 48.00 103,250.00 
T21 Patrick Rodgers 38.25 70,583.34 
T21 Hudson Swafford 38.25 70,583.34 
T21 Brandon Hagy 38.25 70,583.33 
T21 Kramer Hickok 38.25 70,583.33 
T21 Shane Lowry 38.25 70,583.33 
T21 Jimmy Walker 38.25 70,583.33 
T27 Jason Dufner 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Adam Long 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Jamie Lovemark 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Ian Poulter 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Sepp Straka 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Cameron Tringale 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Jhonattan Vegas 27.25 46,943.75 
T27 Nick Watney 27.25 46,943.75 
T35 J.T. Poston 20.00 36,400.00 
T35 Rory Sabbatini 20.00 36,400.00 
T35 Aaron Wise 20.00 36,400.00 
T38 Talor Gooch 16.50 31,150.00 
T38 Beau Hossler 16.50 31,150.00 
T38 Kyoung-Hoon Lee 16.50 31,150.00 
T38 Matthew NeSmith 16.50 31,150.00 
T42 Chris Baker 12.10 24,850.00 
T42 Bud Cauley 12.10 24,850.00 
T42 Billy Horschel 12.10 24,850.00 
T42 Vaughn Taylor 12.10 24,850.00 
T42 Harold Varner III 12.10 24,850.00 
T47 Brian Harman 8.75 18,573.34 
T47 Danny Lee 8.75 18,573.34 
T47 Matt Jones 8.75 18,573.33 
T47 Kurt Kitayama — 18,573.33 
T47 Tom Lewis 8.75 18,573.33 
T47 Kevin Streelman 8.75 18,573.33 
T53 Stewart Cink 6.32 16,555.00 
T53 Grayson Murray 6.32 16,555.00 
T53 Sam Ryder 6.32 16,555.00 
T53 Scott Stallings 6.32 16,555.00 
57 Michael Thompson 5.60 16,170.00 
T58 Dylan Frittelli 5.20 15,890.00 
T58 Harry Higgs 5.20 15,890.00 
T58 Matthew Wolff 5.20 15,890.00 
T61 Mark Anderson 4.60 15,470.00 
T61 Austin Cook 4.60 15,470.00 
T61 Cameron Percy 4.60 15,470.00 
T64 Sam Burns 4.10 15,120.00 
T64 Fabián Gómez 4.10 15,120.00 
66 Brian Stuard 3.80 14,910.00 
67 Zach Johnson 3.60 14,770.00 
68 Patton Kizzire 3.40 14,630.00 
69 Hayden Buckley — 14,490.00

© Golf Channel

Payout (Continued from Page 1)

 x

Brittany Lincicome worries that more LPGA 2020 events and perhaps 
the Tokyo Olympics tournament will be canceled due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, which has already forced three Asian events to be canceled 
(AFP Photo/Mike Ehrmann)

LPGA
(Continued from Page 1)
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5480 County Rd. 36, Honeoye, ny 14471
585.367.2904 • bodineunlimitedtours.com
Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

8/8-9 A’s & Yankee Oldtimers Weekend ~ 2 games 
Annual Tour Hosted by Chris, Dep. 2am........ $470+ 
7/29-30 Yankees @ NY Mets 1 game, see NYC........ $380+

NCAA HOOPS MARCH MADNESS Albany
3/19 @ TU Center - 4 games      3/21 - 2 games
2nd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 7AM, Exit 44 ................ $340+
3rd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 9AM, Exit 44 ................. $360+
6/27-28 NASCAR Pocono 400 &  Cubs @ Yanks.............$530+
7/12 Finger Lakes Wine Festival @ The Glen Dep.10am ..$95+
8/28-29 Yanks @ Indians & Rock HOF  .......................... $340+
8/16 NASCAR @ The Glen Front stretch w/tgate................$180+
 Cold Pit Walk pass included, Dep. 7am Cnga

BUFFALO FOOTBALL @ NEW ERA FIELD
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Bus Dep. 7:40AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

Jets, Pats, KC, Steelers, Bolts, Rams, Seattle, Fish
**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $120-$140+ pp

BUFFALO ROAD TRIPS WITH BODINE
Fall        Buffalo  @ New England Patriots  ............... $520+
Winter   Buffalo @ Denver & Ski The Rockies!

CONCERTS ~ WINTER FUN ~ BUFFALO!
4/9-11   Ski Gore/Sugarbush/Killington
             3 days skiing, 2 nights & ride
             Dep. 5am, Exit 44...........$530+ 
All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Tailgate
(your own tix).............................$110+
New Era Field  Ride, tgate, drinks, Dep. 3pm.
6/6     Rolling Stones 45th Annual FarewellTour ~ Priceless! 
8/13 Def Leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+
8/15 Billy Joel @ New Era Field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+ 
6/30-31 Kenny Chesney, Florida Georgia Line, Old Dominion in concert 
 Pittsburgh Heinz Field, 200 level, tix, ride, hotel, picnic ... $490+

NY YANKEE HOME GAMES Dep. 2am .... $210+ 
Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
5/9 Red Sox 5/28 Twins 6/27 Cubs
7/8 Mets 7/25 Bosox 8/9 OldTimers

YANKEE OVERNIGHT TRIP Fenway Park .. $520+ 
8/1-2 Yankees @ RedSox 1 game, Dep. 8am

BUFFALO SABRES HOME GAMES
Dep. 4pm Henrietta or LeRoy ..........................................$145+
w/light pregame meal, tix in S319, Club add $50+
3/5 Penguins  3/9 Capitals                  3/13 Bruins
3/15 H-Canes  3/22 Rangers  4/1 Flyers

    

5480 County Rd. 36, Honeoye, ny 14471
585.367.2904 • bodineunlimitedtours.com
Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

CONCERTS ~ WINTER FUN ~ BUFFALO!
4/9-11   Ski Gore/Sugarbush/Killington
             3 days skiing, 2 nights & ride
             Dep. 5am, Exit 44...........$530+ 

All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Dinner 
(your own tix)..............................$90+
Key Bank Ctr. Ride, dinner, Club Seats, Dep. 4:30pm .... $290+
2/26 The Lumineers w/Mt. Joy
3/7 Kane Brown, Chris Lane, Russell D
8.13 Def Leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+
8/15 Billy Joel @ New Era Field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+
6/30-31 Kenny Chesney, Florida Georgia Line, Old Dominion in concert 
 Pittsburgh Heinz Field, 200 level, tix, ride, hotel, picnic ... $490+

NY YANKEE HOME GAMES Dep. 2am .... $210+ 
Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
5/9 Red Sox 5/28 Twins 6/27 Cubs
7/8 Mets 7/25 Bosox TBA OldTimers

YANKEE OVERNIGHT TRIP Fenway Park .. $520+ 
8/1-2 Yankees @ RedSox 1 game, Dep. 8am

BUFFALO SABRES HOME GAMES
Dep. 4pm Henrietta or LeRoy .......................................... $145+
w/light pregame meal, tix in S319, Club add $50+
2/16 Leafs  3/5 Penguins  3/9 Capitals 
3/15 H-Canes  3/22 Rangers  4/1 Flyers

ORANGE BASKETBALL @ CARRIER DOME . $140+
Dep. 4 Hours Before Tipoff Exit 44, Park & Ride
2/8 Wake Forest 2/29 NC Tar Heels..................$170+

NCAA HOOPS MARCH MADNESS Albany
3/19 @ TU Center - 4 games
2nd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 7AM, Exit 44 ................ $340+
3rd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 9AM, Exit 44 ................. $360+
6/27-28 NASCAR Pocono 400 &  Cubs @ Yanks.............$530+
7/12 Finger Lakes Wine Festival @ The Glen Dep.10am ..$95+
8/28-29 Yanks @ Indians & Rock HOF  .......................... $340+
8/16 NASCAR @ The Glen Front stretch w/tgate................$180+
 Cold Pit Walk pass included, Dep. 7am Cnga

BUFFALO FOOTBALL @ NEW ERA FIELD
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Bus Dep. 7:40AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

Jets, Pats, KC, Steelers, Bolts, Rams, Seattle, Fish
**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $120-$140+ pp

BUFFALO ROAD TRIPS WITH BODINE
Fall        Buffalo  @ New England Patriots  ............... $520+
Winter   Buffalo @ Denver & Ski The Rockies!



Tiger Woods Still Out 
With Stiff Back, Will Miss 
Arnold Palmer Invitational

by RYAN YOUNG
Fans will have to wait a bit 

longer to see Tiger Woods back 
out on the PGA Tour.

Woods will skip the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational at Bay Hill, a 
place he’s won eight times, next 
week for the second straight year 
while dealing with back pain.

“He is not going to play,” said 
Woods’ agent Mark Steinberg, 
via ESPN. “Back still stiff and 
just not quite ready.” 

Woods missed the World Golf 
Championships-Mexico Cham-
pionship last week with back 
stiffness, which hindered him 
at the Genesis Invitational in 
Los Angeles the week before. 
Woods finished in last place 
among those who made the cut 
at Riviera Country Club, a tour-
nament where he doubled as 
host. He did not play at The 
Honda Classic this week, either.

“It’s still disappointing, it’s 
still frustrating, I’m still a little 
ticked,” Woods said after the 
Genesis Invitational, via the PGA 
Tour. “But I also look at it from 
a perspective which I didn’t do 
most of my career, that I have 
a chance to play going down 
the road. A few years ago that 
wasn’t the case.”

Woods didn’t specify when he 
would take the course again and 
attempt to pick up win No. 83 
on Tour, which would break his 
tie with Sam Snead for the most 
all-time.

He has, however, been short-
ening his schedule in recent 
years while battling numerous 
injuries.

The 44-year-old played just 12 
times last season, and frequent-

ly jumped from major champi-
onship to major championship 
without competing elsewhere.

After winning The Masters last 
April, Woods failed to make the 
cut at the PGA Championship a 
month later. He missed the cut 
at The Open Championship, 
too, after finishing T21 at the 
U.S. Open. 

He’s talked about playing less, 
and doesn’t want to push too 
hard in his return from spinal 
fusion surgery before the 2018 
season. His limit, he said, is 
about a dozen events per year. 

“You know, that’s the fun part 
of trying to figure this whole 
comeback — how much do I 
play, when do I play, do I listen 
to the body or do I fight through 
it?” Woods said at the Genesis 
Invitational, via ESPN. “There 
are some things I can push and 
some things I can’t. And so I had 
a theory this year that I may play 
about the same amount. What 
did I play, 12 times last year 
[during the 2018-19 season], 

and so that’s kind of my number 
for the year.

“I can’t play a lot more than 
that just because of the physical 
toll and I want to stay out here 
for just a little bit longer.”

Without the Arnold Palmer In-
vitational in play, Woods could 
return next at The Players Cham-
pionship the following week at 
TPC Sawgrass, where he finished 
T30 last season and has won twice 
in his career. If his back still isn’t 
good to go by then, however, 
Woods will likely need to find at 
least one more event to compete 
in before The Masters in April — 
as a nearly two-month break 
ahead of the first major of the 
year isn’t ideal. 

That would leave the Valspar 
Championship and the WGC-
Dell Technologies Match Play in 
Austin — where Woods finished 
T5 last year — as viable options 
before he has to defend his green 
jacket at Augusta National on 
April 9.  x

©Yahoo!

LPGA Money Leaders 
by THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Through February 23

 Trn Money 
1. Inbee Park ............................4 ................ $327,163
2. Madelene Sagstrom ...............3 ................ $323,095
3. Nasa Hataoka .......................2 ................ $313,272
4. Gaby Lopez ..........................2 ................ $180,000
5. Hee Young Park ....................3 ................ $175,666
6. Celine Boutier .......................4 ................ $175,540
7. Danielle Kang .......................2 ................ $161,280
8. Sei Young Kim ......................2 ................ $126,778
9. Amy Olson ...........................3 ................ $118,382
10. Brooke M. Henderson .........2 ................ $102,169
11. Perrine Delacour .................3 ................ $100,774
12. So Yeon Ryu ......................2 ................ $97,859
13. Cydney Clanton ..................4 ................ $97,193
14. Moriya Jutanugarn ...............2 ................ $93,386
15. Marina Alex ........................3 ................ $88,810
16. Yu Liu ................................3 ................ $82,586
17. Mi Jung Hur .......................2 ................ $74,933
18. Lexi Thompson ...................2 ................ $70,171
19. Cristie Kerr .........................3 ................ $69,902
20. Jessica Korda ......................2 ................ $68,407
21. Linnea Strom ......................3 ................ $58,070
22. Georgia Hall .......................3 ................ $57,558
23. Nelly Korda .........................3 ................ $54,775
24. Annie Park .........................2 ................ $54,681
25. Leona Maguire ....................3 ................ $52,861
26. Klara Spilkova .....................3 ................ $51,057
27. Christina Kim ......................2 ................ $48,701
28. Xiyu Lin ..............................3 ................ $46,063
29. Jodi Ewart Shadoff ..............2 ................ $45,793
30. Yui Kawamoto ....................3 ................ $45,563
31. Minjee Lee ..........................2 ................ $43,687
32. Stephanie Meadow ..............3 ................ $40,961
33. Mi Hyang Lee .....................2 ................ $40,533
34. Ally McDonald  ...................3 ................ $40,513
35. Jasmine Suwannapura .........4  ............... $38,748
36. Jennifer Song ......................3 ................ $38,535
37. Bronte Law  ........................3 ................ $38,068
38. Hannah Green ....................2 ................ $36,498
39. Pernilla Lindberg .................4 ................ $36,099
40. Cheyenne Knight ................4 ................ $34,720
41. Charley Hull ........................1 ................ $34,578
42. Angela Stanford ..................2 ................ $34,362
43. Su Oh ................................2 ................ $33,050
44. Dana Finkelstein ..................3 ................ $31,884
45. Eun-Hee Ji ..........................2 ................ $31,732
46. Lindsey Weaver ...................3 ................ $31,598
47. Brittany Altomare ................2 ................ $31,450
48. Kristen Gillman ...................2 ................ $27,432
49. Brittany Lincicome ..............2 ................ $27,423
50. Carlota Ciganda ..................1 ................ $27,236

Though he’s only played three times this season, Tiger Woods is “just 
not quite ready” to return to the course while dealing with back stiffness. 
(Chris Trotman/Getty Images)

Mike Trout Whacked a Golf 
Ball into Another Solar System

by LIZ ROSCHER
Mike Trout opens old baseball 

cards
Mike Trout is really, really 

good at baseball. In nine seasons 
he’s amassed three MVP awards, 
seven Silver Sluggers, and eight 
All-Star appearances. And he’s 
just 27!

Trout’s baseball skill set ap-
parently translates very well to 
another sport: golf. He was at 
a Topgolf outing with his Los 
Angeles Angels teammates over 
the weekend and absolutely oblit-
erated a golf ball on the driving 
range. That’s barely hyperbole: 
Trout teed up a ball and hit it 
completely over the net of the 
driving range.

The best part of that video clip 
(besides Trout hitting a golf ball 
to Pluto) is the reaction of his 
teammates. These guys work 
with Trout every day, they know 
how strong he is, and they were 
still completely floored when 

they saw how far that golf ball 
went.

In fact, there was no confirma-
tion that the ball ever landed. It 
could still be flying through the 
air, on its way to meet aliens in 
another solar system. If we ever 
get visitors from another planet 
and they present us with a golf 
ball, we have Trout to thank for 

causing intergalactic peace.
When he’s done with base-

ball, Trout might want to con-
sider taking up golf. Thankfully, 
I think we’re a long way off from 
seeing him on the PGA Tour, 
and just a few weeks away from 
seeing him crush some baseballs 
in real MLB games.  x

©Yahoo!
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outside of Nevada. Fourteen 
states now have legal betting in 
some form, with several others 
likely to enter the market this 
year. Several months after the 
ruling, the tour announced a 
deal with IMG Arena to distrib-
ute scoring data for betting pur-
poses. Later this year, it plans 
to begin making data available, 
through IMG, that will allow 
sportsbooks to offer bets on 
every hole and every shot of its 
nearly 50 annual tournaments. 

“The PGA Tour is one of, 
if not the most, forward think-
ing of all the leagues and rights 
holders,” said Action Network 
Chief Executive Officer Patrick 
Keane. “They realize that their 
fans bet when they play golf and 
bet when they watch the sport.”

That’s why the tour wants “to 
equip them with the best data, 
information and tools to help 
inform how they do it,” he said. 

The Chernin Group, an invest-
ment firm led by former News 
Corp. President Peter Chernin, 
formed Action Network in 2017. 

It sells subscriptions, ranging 
from $5 to $60 per month, for 
access to data on betting mar-
kets and analysis from a staff of 
30 reporters and editors. Golf, 
said Keane, is the fastest-grow-
ing sport on the platform. In the 
last year, the number of custom-
ers who used the site to track 
the win probability of a golf bet 
increased threefold.

Action Network’s eight golf 
writers and editors will provide 
GolfBet with stories, for in-
stance, on longshots who have a 
chance to pull an upset or which 
golfers tend to play best on holes 
with water hazards.

As a nonprofit, the tour has 
taken a more cautious approach 
to the industry than some 
other U.S. sports leagues. Its 
rules limit marketing partner-
ships with sportsbooks. The 
Action Network deal is part of 
what Gambuzza calls an “arm’s 
length” approach. “We want to 
lean into this space,” he said, 
“but we want to do it in a man-
ner that is appropriate for our 
business and for our brand.” 

While Action Network will have 
access to PGA Tour video and 
its ShotLink ball-tracking data, 
it will not be allowed to use the 
tour logo on its platform. 

Action Network will share 
revenue from any subscribers 
who come to the service through 
tour properties. The tour, in turn, 
will share ad revenue from GolfBet 
content and sponsorships. In a key 
detail, the Action Network will also 
share so-called affiliate fees with 
the tour — money that comes 
from sportsbooks for referring 
new bettors.

The company has affiliate 
deals with operators in New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
and Indiana. These pay on a 
per-customer basis. With Golf-
Bet, if a fan finds the Action Net-
work through the PGA Tour and, 
from there, signs up for a bet-
ting account with one of Action 
Network’s betting partners, the 
tour will get a cut of the affiliate 
fee. The other major U.S. sports 
leagues have so far avoided these 
types of arrangements. x

© bloomberg.com

Doubles Golf LLC Announces Formation of Organizing 
Committee and Doubles Golf National Am Championships

WEST PALM BEACH, FL — 
Doubles Golf, LLC today an-
nounced the formation of the 
United States Doubles Golf 
Committee to serve as the or-
ganizing body for golf’s newest 
competitive/recreational format: 
the trademarked rebranding of 
golf’s 2-player scramble.

Jack Nicklaus and Seth 
Waugh, PGA of America CEO, 
will co-chair the Committee. 
They will be joined by PGA Tour 
Commissioner, Jay Monahan, 
and LPGA legend, Annika So-
renstam. The Committee will 
host the inaugural United States 
Doubles Golf Am Champion-
ships at The Bear’s Club in Ju-
piter, Florida, this November. 
Doubles Golf teams in Men’s, 
Women’s, Senior and Mixed 
categories will have an opportu-
nity to advance to the Amateur 
Championships through local 
club qualifiers and PGA Section 

Championships.
“In keeping with our mission 

to grow the game, we are excit-
ed to have this collaboration with 
two of the game’s icons in Jack, 
and Annika, and our friends at 
the PGA Tour,” Waugh said. “A 
number of our PGA Sections 
will be providing Doubles Golf 
programming through our PGA 
professionals and their facilities 
in this roll-out year. We see ex-
ceptional opportunity to keep 
players of all ages, abilities and 
walks of life, in the game lon-
ger, and bring new recreational 
players into the game, through 
Doubles Golf.”

Jay Monahan’s desire to par-
ticipate came without hesitation. 
“We have been playing Doubles 
Golf in the first round of the 
Shark Shootout and in our PNC 
Father/Son event,” Monahan 
said. “Jack’s love of the Doubles 
format in our PNC event, and 

the opportunity it has given him 
to compete on a team with his 
sons, and now his grandson, 
gives us every reason to look for 
ways to allow other players to 
compete in this great format.”

Sorenstam’s record on the 
LPGA Tour is unsurpassed, but 
her latest competition was with 
her dad as her doubles partner in 
the PNC event. “I truly enjoyed 
being able to partner with my 
dad, and can understand why 
Jack and the other players have 
become fond of the Doubles 
Golf format.”

Doubles Golf, as the fourth 
accepted format in the game, 
and first developed in the USA, 
is enhanced through a scoring/
rating/ranking system to which 
all registered Doubles Golf teams 
will have access. A team’s 9-hole 
rounds of Doubles Golf, social or 
competitive, posted to the pro-
prietary scoring app, will create 

a rating for the team, and will 
continually re-rank them among 
the Doubles Golf teams at their 
Club, in their State/Section, and 
Nationally.

“Much like in tennis, a Dou-
bles Golf team’s posted scores 
will put them in either an A, 
B, or C Division, which are 
also flighted, so that handicaps 
are not necessary to create a 
level competitive experience,” 
explained Bob Longmire, man-
aging partner of Doubles Golf, 
LLC. “We have heard from 
our PGA Section Organizing 
Committee that they see a huge 
opportunity to develop league 
play for Doubles Golf teams, 
because of the less than 2-hour 
pace of play, and the natural 
flighting of teams through the 

Doubles Golf rating system.”
For 2020, participating fa-

cilities will be conducting Club 
Championships for Doubles 
Golf, with their Club Champi-
ons in all four categories of play 
advancing to Section/State Dou-
bles Golf Championships. Each 
participating Section will advance 
its four Championship teams to 
the United States Doubles Golf 
Am Championships, hosted by 
the USDG Committee.

Golfers can register on mul-
tiple Doubles Golf teams, and 
registration is now open at Dou-
blesGolf.com. PGA Profession-
als can sign up their facilities 
at DoublesGolf.com and get a 
complete list of the PGA Sec-
tions participating this year. x

© PGA.COM
(Doubles Golf, LLC)
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direction and oversight to the 
association’s full-time staff,” the 
USGA said. 

Francis currently leads Ever-
core’s Silicone Valley practice, 
a global investment banking ad-
visory firm, where he is a senior 
managing director. But he’s no 
stranger to leadership at the 
USGA. This will be his sixth year 
on the executive committee, and 
for the last four years he has 
been chairman of the champi-
onship committee. 

“The opportunity to serve the 
game that has given so much 
to me is truly a great honor,” 
Francis said. “I look forward to 
leading an exceptionally dedi-
cated group of fellow Executive 
Committee members as we work 

in close alignment with CEO 
Mike Davis, USGA staff, volun-
teers and members to achieve 
our mission to champion and 
advance the game.”

Francis was a member of the 
Princeton men’s golf team, where 
he played in two NCAA Cham-
pionships, three U.S. Amateur 
Championships and three Cana-
dian Amateur Championships. 

According to the USGA, other 
members elected to the executive 
committee were Anthony Ander-
son, Michael Bailey, Stephen 
Beebe, Paul Brown, Thomas 
Barkin, Kendra Graham, Martha 
Lang, Courtney Myhrum, Fred 
Perpall, Deborah Platt Majoras, 
Nick Price, Sharon Ritchey and 
William Siart. x

© Golf Channel
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dan Steele shared fourth on 277 
with England’s Lee Westwood, 
American Daniel Berger and 
South Korean An Byeong-hun.

After the breakthrough title, 
Im expressed his concern over 
the coronavirus and its impact in 
South Korea.

“There have been reportedly 
over 2,000 cases of the coronavi-
rus in South Korea and I’m a little 
concerned and worried about how 
fast this virus is spreading,” Im said 
through a translator.

“All I can do is pray for the best 
and hope moving forward that not 
many more people get infected 
and hopefully this virus can be 
calmed down and sort itself out.”

Im made a huge drive over 
water to eight feet at the par-3 
15th and sank the putt to create 
a four-man logjam atop the lead-
erboard with Fleetwood, Hughes 
and Steele.

Hughes sank a stunning 53-
foot birdie putt at the 17th to 
briefly match Im for the lead, 
but the South Korean calmly an-
swered moments later with a 
birdie putt from just inside eight 
feet to reclaim the solo lead for 
good.

England’s Fleetwood, runner-up 
at the 2018 US Open and 2019 
British Open and seeking his first 
US PGA victory, sank a 24-foot 
birdie putt at 17 to pull within one 
of Im heading to the par-5 18th 
with Steele two back.

Fleetwood and Steele both 
plunked their second shots into 

the water at 18 to doom their title 
hopes while Hughes pulled his 
approach left into the grandstand, 
recovering for a par but settling for 
second place.

Cup Success Boosted Im
Im made aggressive shots on 

the closing holes to set up his 
birdies, knowing the event was up 
for grabs.

“I knew I was one back going 
into the last four,” Im said. “I 
wanted to get a little more aggres-
sive than I had been playing on the 
final holes. I felt pretty good after 
the birdie.”

Im said his performance for the 
Internationals in last December’s 
Presidents Cup, when he went 
3-1-1, helped him handle the in-
tense pressure he faced in the final 
round.

“I felt a little less pressure than 
I did at the Presidents Cup,” Im 
said. “Hopefully that can help me 
going forward.”

Hughes, whose last top-10 
effort was nine months ago at 
Colonial, shared the lead at 16 
but missed the fairway with his 
approach and was just short on a 
22-foot par putt.

Im found a fairway bunker but 
blasted out with a 5-iron from 176 
yards and two-putted from 28 feet 
for a key par.

At 18, Im layed up on his sec-
ond shot out of the rough only 
to find a bunker with his third, 
but blasted his 60-foot bunker 
shot two feet beyond the hole and 
made the putt. x

Thriller
(Continued from Page 1)

Seeing the Wanamaker in San Francisco 
Really Makes Us Want to Go

It has been 25 years since the 
Wanamaker Trophy made a trip 
out west for the PGA Champi-
onship, but the famed trophy 
and many of the sights of the 
Bay Area remain just as beautiful 

today as they did back then.
We took the Wanamaker out 

for a tour and the photos have 
us clamoring to grab a ticket and 
see them for ourselves. 

From the incredible views 

around Harding Park to the 
iconic landmarks around San 
Francisco, we took the Wana-
maker Trophy out on the town 
to get a view of all the area has 
to offer. x

The Wanamaker Trophy at Harding Park. (PGA of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy sits on the beach as surfers 
head out to ride the waves of the Pacific Ocean. (PGA 
of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy in front of San Francisco City 
Hall. (PGA of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy sits among the lighted paths 
near San Francisco City Hall. (PGA of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy along the water in San Fran-
cisco. (PGA of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy in front of the famous Golden 
Gate Bridge. (PGA of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy in Alamo Square park with 
the famous “Painted Ladies” row of houses in the 
background. (PGA of America)

The Wanamaker Trophy in front of Coit Tower. The 
San Francisco landmark is 210-feet tall and provides 
some of the best views of the city. (PGA of America)

© PGA.COM
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Abraham H. Foxman Speaks at Nazareth College
Nazareth College’s Konar Cen-

ter for Tolerance and Jewish 
Studies, in partnership with the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Rochester, presents Abraham 
H. Foxman, a world-renowned 
leader in the fight against an-
ti-Semitism, bigotry, and dis-
crimination. Foxman will speak 
at Nazareth on March 30, at 7 
p.m. in the Nazareth College 
Arts Center’s Callahan Theater. 
It is free and open to the public, 
but registration is recommended.

Foxman regularly speaks out 
on issues of global anti-Semi-
tism, the war on terror, church/
state issues, religious intoler-

ance and issues relating to the 
Holocaust and Israel. He is a 
passionate supporter of the 
State of Israel and a voice for 
peace in the Middle East.
“He has worked for decades 

in what is today the field of 
restorative justice,” said Hava 
Leipzig Holzhauer, executive 
director of the Konar Center.” 
He has sat in conversation with 
some of the greatest influencers 
of our time - and he has listened 
and worked with some of the 
greatest offenders of our time.”

Foxman is national director 
emeritus of the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL). He retired from 

ADL in 2015, having served a 
total of 50 years with the or-
ganization, including serving 
as National Director from 1987 
through July 2015.

He is currently director and 
chairman of the Center for the 
Study of Anti-Semitism at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage - A 
Living Memorial to the Holo-
caust in New York City, visiting 
lecturer at Georgetown Univer-
sity’s School of Foreign Affairs, 
and non-resident research fel-
low at the Institute for National 
Security Studies (INSS) in Tel 
Aviv.

During his long career, Fox-

man had direct consultations 
with world leaders in Europe, 
Russia, Israel, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, China, Japan, 
South Africa, Argentina, and 
elsewhere, and with Palestinian 
leaders, on problems of ethnic 
hatred, violence, terrorism, and 
promoting democracy. He had 
multiple audiences with Pope 
John Paul II, Pope Benedict 
XVI, and Pope Francis and has 
conferred with U.S. Presidents 
from Ronald Reagan to Barack 
Obama, as well as with mem-
bers of Congress.

A Holocaust survivor, Foxman 
was a member of the President’s 
United States Holocaust Me-
morial Council, appointed by 
Presidents Reagan, George H.W. 
Bush, and Clinton. He has been 
a member of official presidential 
delegations to special events in 
Europe and Israel.

Born in Poland in 1940, Fox-
man was saved from the Ho-
locaust by his Polish Catholic 
nursemaid who baptized and 
raised him as a Catholic during 

the war years. His parents sur-
vived the war, but 14 members 
of his family were lost. He ar-
rived in America in 1950 with 
his parents. A graduate of the 
Yeshiva of Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
N.Y., he has a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from 
the City College of the City 
University of New York, grad-
uating with honors in history. 
He holds a J.D. degree from 
New York University School of 
Law, and did graduate work in 
advanced Judaic studies at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
and in international economics 
at The New School for Social 
Research. 

Foxman is the co-author of 
Viral Hate (Palgrave Macmil-
lan, 2013) and author of Jews 
& Money: The Story of a Stereo-
type (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), 
The Deadliest Lies: The Israel 
Lobby and the Myth of Jewish 
Control (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2007) and Never Again? The 
Threat of the New Anti-Semitism 
(HarperSanFrancisco, 2003). J

Greater Rochester 
Night to Honor Israel

The Greater Rochester Night to 
Honor Israel will take place on 
Sunday, March 29, at 6:30 p.m. 
at Bethel Christian Fellowship, 
321 East Avenue. This year’s 
event will highlight the work 
and policy agenda of the Chris-
tians United for Israel (CUFI) 
Action Fund in its efforts to influ-
ence elected officials to support 
a strong US-Israel relationship, 
combat anti-Semitism at home 

and abroad, and defend Israel’s 
right to self-defense and self-de-
termination. CUFI Action Fund 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan orga-
nization separate from the more 
than 8 million-member pro-Isra-
el grassroots organization, Chris-
tians United for Israel (CUFI).

The keynote speaker for the 
evening will be Sandra Hagee 
Parker, Chairperson of the CUFI 
Action Fund. Sandra Parker, a 
practicing attorney, has led this 
organization since 2013, testi-
fying multiple times before the 
Texas Senate and House and 
testifying before the US House 
Judiciary Committee in Novem-
ber of 2017 on anti-Semitism. 
Come and hear the inside sto-
ries of how CUFI has been the 

“tip of the spear” in the moving 
of the US Embassy to Jerusalem, 
and in passing the Taylor Force 
Act, and about its influence in 
the recent Presidential Execu-
tive Order of the Anti-Semitism 
Awareness Act.

The evening program will 
also include brief comments 
and updates on the activities 
of CUFI on Campus, now on 
over 400 university and college 
campuses. 

Greater Rochester Night to 
Honor Israel is an annual event 
co-hosted by numerous region-
al Christian congregations and 
ministries and by Christians 
United for Israel (CUFI). Free 
Admission. For more informa-
tion, call Bethel Christian Fel-
lowship, 232-1136. J

Mr. Foxman is world-renowned as a leader 
in the fight against anti-Semitism, bigotry, 
and discrimination. He regularly speaks 
out on issues of global anti-Semitism, the 
war on terror, church/state issues, religious 
intolerance, issues relating to the Holocaust 
and Israel. During his long career, he had direct 
consultations with world leaders in Europe, 
Russia, Israel, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
China, Japan, South Africa, Argentina, and 
elsewhere. Mr. Foxman, national director 
emeritus of the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL), is a published author, and is currently 
director and chairman of the Center for the 
Study of Anti-Semitism at the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage in New York City.

Please join us for a Conversation on 
Anti-Semitism with Abraham H. Foxman

Monday, March 30th at 7pm 
Callahan Theater, Arts Center, Nazareth College  

4245 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14618
This event is FREE and open to the public, Reservations are required. For more information, please email konarcenter@naz.edu

SUNDAY MARCH 29TH 6:30PM
BETHEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 321 EAST AVENUE
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Return of Calamari Sisters and 
New Concert Series Line Up

CenterStage Theatre has be-
come known as the local of the 
popular Italian sibling phenom-
enon known as The Calamari 
Sisters. The unlikely partnership 
first began when CenterStage 
produced the World Premiere of 
Oy Vey It’s the Calamari Sisters 
in 2016 and continued through a 
variety of shows since that time. 

Now Delphine and Carmella 
Calamari are back at the JCC 
is an all-new format, complete 
with a buffet dinner and in the 
party room at the JCC instead 
of the theatre. Dinner Date with 
the Calamari is a one night only 

event on February 29, 2020.
CenterStage Theatre and the 

Louis S. Wolk Rochester Jewish 
Community Center have also 
become a popular destination 
for acclaimed national music 
acts. Recent concerts include 
sold out performances by Liv-
ingston Taylor, David Grisman, 
Martin Barre, and Melvin Seals 
with JGB. The 2020 Concert 
Series at the JCC has been an-
nounced and includes: A return 
of Melvin Seals and John Kad-
lecik with JGB; Jon Simon, The 
Music of Cream and the David 
Bromberg Quintet. J

Eastman School of Music 
Presents: Britten War Requiem

Benjamin Britten’s War Re-
quiem, a powerful choral mas-
terpiece denouncing war and 
honoring the fallen, will be pre-
sented by the Eastman School 
of Music at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
March 6, in Kodak Hall at East-
man Theatre, with the concert 
serving as a benefit for UNICEF.

Requiring two orchestras, a 
symphonic chorus, a children’s 
chorus, and soloists, War Re-
quiem is a large-scale work, 
that due to its size is rarely per-
formed. Eastman is proud to 
bring this mammoth concert 
to Rochester. Featured groups 
are Eastman-Rochester Cho-
rus, Eastman Chorale, Eastman 
Philharmonia, Bach Children’s 
Chorus of Nazareth College and 
Genesee Valley Children’s Choir, 
as well as three Eastman alumni 
as soloists; Tami Petty, soprano; 
Anthony Dean Griffey, tenor; 
and Malcolm J. Merriweather, 
baritone. William Weinert, Chair 
of the Conducting and Ensem-
bles Department at Eastman as 
well as Director of Choral Ac-
tivities, will serve as conductor.

“The War Requiem is Britten’s 
most significant concert work, 
and the work that brought him 
the most widespread acclaim 
during his lifetime. It is also the 
most important musical work 
ever written with an anti-war 
message,” said Weinert. “The 
genius of Britten’s artistry is 

his ability to present complex 
music and profound poetry with 
the kind of perfect clarity that 
makes an immediate and un-
forgettable impact on listeners.”

The War Requiem was commis-
sioned to celebrate the opening of 
the new Coventry Cathedral, built 
to replace the 14th-century struc-
ture destroyed during a World 
War II bombing raid in 1940. The 
work’s premiere on May 30, 1962, 
was a triumph, and subsequent 
performances were acclaimed by 
critics and audiences in England 
and abroad.

The 90-minute work consists 
of six movements that inter-
sperses Britten’s setting of the 
traditional Latin Mass for the 
Dead with poems by English poet 
and World War I soldier Wilfred 
Owen, who was killed one week 
before the Armistice was signed. 
The musicians and singers are 
divided into three groups that 
alternate and interact with each 
other throughout. The ensembles 
and soloists join together only in 
the final movement.

The scope of the piece and Brit-
ten’s dramatic juxtaposition of 
traditional texts and harmonies 
with Owen’s graphic poetry build 
a powerful work that echoes Brit-
ten’s anti-war convictions. To 
symbolize wartime losses across 
boundaries and the importance 
of reconciliation, Britten wrote 
the piece for three specific solo-

ists: German baritone Dietrich 
Fischer-Dieskau; Russian soprano 
Galina Vishnevskaya; and British 
tenor Peter Pears.

Britten War Requiem is free 
and open to the public. While 
admission is free, donations are 
greatly appreciated as this event 
benefits UNICEF. J

CenterStage at JCC Presents Area 
Premiere of 2017 Pulitzer Prize-Winner

In one of the poorest cities 
in America, a group of factory 
workers spend their lives shar-
ing laughs, drinks and secrets 
until layoffs and picket lines 
threaten their ability to stay 
afloat.

Based on two-time Pulitzer 
Prize-Winning Playwright Lynn 
Nottage’s interviews with resi-
dents of Reading, PA, Sweat is 
a raw, humorous, heart-wrench-
ing, universal new play.

JCC Artistic Director Ralph 
Meranto describes Sweat as 
“an epic work that tackles the 
bonds of family and friendship, 
America’s drug addiction and 
immigration challenges, corpo-
rate downsizing and labor rela-
tions, and the unwritten obsta-
cles to achieving the American 
Dream.”

Lynn Nottage began working 
on Sweat in 2011 by interview-
ing numerous residents of Read-
ing, Pennsylvania, which at the 
time was, according to the Unit-
ed States Census Bureau, offi-
cially one of the poorest cities 

in America, with a poverty rate 
of over 40 percent. Nottage has 
said that she was particularly 
influenced by a New York Times 
article reporting on the city spe-
cifically, and by the Occupy 
Wall Street movement more 
generally. She asked residents 
about their lives in the shadows 
of the loss of heavy industry and 
the changing ethnic composition 
of the city.

Sweat was workshopped at 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
and Arena Stage in Washing-
ton, D.C. in 2015 and opened 
Off-Broadway at The Public 
Theater in fall of 2016. It’s popu-
larity resulted in a quick transfer 
to Broadway. The play won the 
2017 Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
and the 2017 Obie Award for 
Playwriting. The play was nom-
inated for the 2017 Drama Desk 
Award, Outstanding Play and 
Outstanding Fight Choreogra-
phy and a Tony Award nomina-
tion for Best Play. A subsequent 
tour to “rest belt” cities brought 
he the play to communities di-

rectly affected by the issues in 
the play. It was on that tour 
that JCC’s Ralph Meranto met 
the Playwright and pledged to 
bring the work to Rochester. 
A London production opened 
at the Donmar Warehouse and 
later transferred to the West 
End where it received the Eve-
ning Standard Play of the Year 
Award in 2019.

While the arc of the play starts 
in the year 2000, the Wall Street 
Journal review suggested the 
play “explained” Trump’s win. 
It’s realistic portrayal of the dis-
enfranchised working class and 
the loss of middle class man-
ufacturing jobs in American is 
at the core of the character’s 
struggles and loss. The Center-
Stage production is the Area 
Premiere of the work and fea-
tures a diverse cast of 8 local, 
professional actors.  CenterStage 
had previously staged another of 
Nottage’s plays, Intimate Appar-
el. That work is currently being 
transformed into an Opera for a 
production at Lincoln Center. J

jcccenterstage.org
585.461.2000

MARCH 21-APRIL 5

AREA PREMIERE 
2017 Pulitzer 
Prize-Winner  

by Lynn Nottage

FRIDAY, MARCH 6 | 8 PM

585-274-3000
EastmanTheatre.org

KODAK HALL AT EASTMAN THEATRE

S O LO I S T S
TAMI PETTY, SOPRANO

ANTHONY DEAN GRIFFEY, TENOR
MALCOLM J. MERRIWEATHER, BARITONE

E A S T M A N  E N S E M B L E S
EASTMAN-ROCHESTER CHORUS,   

EASTMAN CHORALE, EASTMAN PHILHARMONIA
William Weinert, conductor  

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H O I R S
BACH CHILDREN’S CHORUS OF NAZARETH COLLEGE 

Karla Krogstad, conductor 
GENESEE VALLEY CHILDREN’S CHORUS 

Amy Cochrane, conductor  

20COM64403_Eastman_JewishLedger_Ad_4C_6x5_LV1.indd   1 2/11/20   12:45 PM
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Schedule Change Adds Urgency to Olympic 
and Ul International Crown Dreams

by RON SIRAK
A year ago, Jin Young Ko was far from 

an unknown. She spring-boarded into 
2019 off a runaway Rolex Louise Suggs 
Rookie of the Year effort the previous 
season. But she was still outside the top-
10 in the Rolex Rankings and, with a ton 
of talent between her and No. 1, there 
was little reason to think she’d have a 
Rolex Player of the Year season.

But a quick start — second at the ISPS 
Handa Women’s Australian Open, T-29 
at the Honda Thailand and T-3 at the 
HSBC Women’s World Championship 
in Singapore — infused Ko with momen-
tum. She rode that upswing to victory 
at the Volvik Founders Cup and T-2 at 
the Kia Classic before a win at the ANA 
Inspiration, the first of her two major 
championships in 2019, which propelled 
her to Rolex No. 1.

Ko picks up the 2020 schedule at the 
Founders Cup without the benefit of a 
running start this time. She didn’t play 
Diamond Resorts Tournament of Cham-
pions, Gainbridge at Rio Boca, Women’s 
Australian Open or ISPS Handa Vic 
Open. Then when the Coronavirus post-
poned Thailand, Singapore and Blue Bay 
China, the 24-year-old South Korean, 
who won four times last year, was left 
without a start in 2020.

But while Ko has been short on com-
petitive reps, she’s worked hard on her 

game, putting in sessions with her swing 
coach So Woo Lee in San Diego, accord-
ing to her caddie, veteran looper Dave 
Brooker.

At the end of this month, Ko will go 
to Phoenix to get ready to defend her 
Founders Cup title, Brooker says. She’s 
also played a few practice rounds at Avi-
ara, where the Kia Classic is held, and 
Mission Hills, where she will try to be-

come the first back-to-back winner of the 
ANA Inspiration since Annika Sorenstam 
in 2001-02. 

Founders Cup, Kia Classic and ANA 
Inspiration launched Ko on her breakout 
2019 campaign. And that trio of events 
will be where she begins her effort to 
stay atop the Rolex Rankings and defend 
Rolex Player of the Year, which no one 
has done since Yani Tseng 2010-11. 

While Ko has a large lead in the Rolex 
Rankings — with 8.55 average points she 
is 2.66 ahead of No. 2 Nelly Korda — the 
21-year-old American picked up points 
at Diamond Resorts, Gainbridge and the 
Women’s Australian Open to leapfrog 
Sung Hyun Park into the second spot as 
a deep pool of players chase Ko.

There is the same distance — 2.66 points 
— between Korda and No. 22 Amy Yang 
— as there is between Ko and Korda. While 
it is unlikely Ko will go back to the pack — 
she’s missed only one cut in 47 LPGA Tour 
starts — the chances at least one player 
among the 21 in the jumble for No. 2 
makes a big move are pretty good.

The postponement of the three tourna-
ments creates challenges for players look-
ing to move up the Rolex Rankings. But 
it also generates opportunity for events in 
the first half of the season as players try 
to qualify for the Olympic Games Aug. 
5-8 near Tokyo and the UL International 
Crown Aug. 27-30 near London.

Qualifying for the Olympics closes June 
29, after the KPMG Women’s PGA 
Championship, and the eight teams in 
the International Crown will be set by the 
Rolex Rankings of June 1. Anyone with 
those international aspirations will likely 
be taking no weeks off the first half of the 
season, ensuring quality fields.

Among those impacted by the post-

GOLF opinion & comment

Patrick Reed Rides ‘Me Vs. The World’ 
Mentality to Another WGC Win

by REX HOGGARD
MEXICO CITY — Six years ago at 

a tournament formerly known as the 
WGC-Cadillac Championship, a round-
faced Patrick Reed sidled into the media 
center looking the part with cowboy 
boots and an unrepentant smirk.

“I’ve worked so hard, I’ve won a lot in 
my junior career, did great things in [my] 
amateur career, was 6-0 in match play in 
NCAAs, won NCAAs two years in a row, 
got third individually one year, and now 
I have three wins out here on the PGA 
Tour,” he proclaimed.

“I just don’t see a lot of guys that have 
done that, besides Tiger Woods, and the 
other legends of the game. It’s just one of 
those things, I believe in myself and — es-
pecially with how hard I’ve worked — I’m 
one of the top 5 players in the world.”

He was actually ranked 20th following 
that victory.

In retrospect that innocent faux pas 
doesn’t even rank among the top 5 of 
Reed’s most egregious missteps in re-
cent years, nothing more than a youthful 
boast by a confident player. It’s only 
worth revisiting that episode in Reed’s 
career because of his one-stroke victory 
on Sunday at the WGC-Mexico Champi-
onship, which is what the Cadillac event 
transformed into when it bolted South 
Florida for south of the border in 2017.

For Reed it’s victory No. 8 on the PGA 

Tour, a much-needed diversion following 
an eventful few months and, however 
ironically, still not enough to fulfill that 
bravado from six years ago.

For four weeks in the fall of 2016 he 
inched to No. 7 in the world, but he 
never cracked the top 5. And he still 
hasn’t. Even his victory Sunday at Cha-
pultepec Golf Club over a star-studded 
leaderboard wasn’t good enough to move 
past that threshold (he’s now No. 8 in 
the world), but it will help change the 
conversation, however briefly.

This is, after all, the same player who 
has endured the slings and arrows of fans 
and media since he raked sand during the 
third round of the Hero World Challenge. 
At the time, Reed accepted responsibility 
— although there was a curious comment 
involving camera angles — and his two-
shot penalty.

That’s when things really started to 
go bad.

Prior to last year’s Presidents Cup, 
Australia’s Cameron Smith called out 
Reed out, saying, “If you make a mistake 

once, maybe you can understand, but to 
give like a bit of a bulls–t response like 
the camera angle, I mean, that’s pretty 
up there... for anyone that is cheating 
the rules, I’m not up for that.”

The tension boiled over the next week 
during the matches at Royal Melbourne 
when Reed’s caddie/brother-in-law, Kes-
sler Karain, was banned from working 
the final day after an altercation with 
an outspoken fan following Saturday’s 
matches.

The criticism has gone well beyond 
traditional and social media. In Maui 
last month he was heckled by a fan who 
yelled, “cheater,” and there were similar 
incidents three weeks later at the Farmers 
Insurance Open.

If nothing else, this week’s stop in 
Mexico was a welcome reprieve from the 
outspoken masses and Reed appeared to 
find some solace on the golf course even 
while more controversy swirled outside 
the ropes.

“The biggest thing for me is any time I 
go to the golf course, I pop in my head-
phones, get to work, and just really get in 
tune with every golf shot I hit,” Reed said 
following a second-round 63. “Because 
at the end of the day, you can’t listen to 
what other people are saying.”

Other people certainly had plenty to 
say, beginning with world No. 2 Brooks 

19th Hole — PAGE 12

Jin Young Ko of South Korea poses with the Rolex Annika Major Award, Vare Trophy and the 
Rolex Player of the Year trophy after the final round of the CME Group Tour Championship 
at Tiburon Golf Club on November 24, 2019 in Naples, Florida (Getty Images) 

The19th Hole . . . News, Notes & Quotes From the World of Golf
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The Best Golf Courses in South Florida
by T.J. AUCLAIR

I don’t know about you, but whenever 
I think about the state of Florida, the first 
thing that comes to mind after Disney 
World is golf.

As the weather turns blustery and snow 
starts to cover courses in the northern 
part of the country, we look south to find 
a slice of golf paradise. And with well 
over 1,000 golf courses in the Sunshine 
State, there’s always a place for you to 
tee it up.

But where are the best places that 
you should grab a tee time at while on 
vacation seeking relief from old man 
winter? Here are nine of the best places 
(non-private courses) that our friends 
on Facebook said our worth playing in 
South Florida.

We tried to make it easy for you by 
limiting the selections to a specific region 
of Florida, but with so many great places 
to play, it was still difficult.

Here’s what you shared with us:
1. The Blue Monster at Doral, 

Doral, Fla. I think it’s safe to say that 
Doral is a place that needs no introduc-
tion. If you’ve never been, you might 
want to put it toward the top of your 
bucket list.
Facebook fan quotes:

“Doral... go for a quick nine, stay and 
play all weekend.” — Scott Holcombe

“Doral is a pretty good start.” — John 
Steinberg

“Played Sawgrass twice. Doral is my 
next dream course in Florida.” — Bran-
don Jennings

2. Heron Creek Golf and Country 
Club, North Port, Fla. Heron Creek 
boasts 27 holes of Championship golf 
to go with an elegant clubhouse and fine 
amenities.
Facebook fan quote:

“Heron Creek in North Port.” — Dodie 
Grahn

3. PGA National — Champion 
Course, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 
Famously known for its closing stretch, 
“The Bear Trap,” you’d be hard-pressed 
to find a more demanding course in 
South Florida.
Facebook fan quote:

“Have to go with the home course and 
home of the Honda Classic — the Cham-
pion course. Also love the Wanamaker at 
PGA Golf Club.” — Le Ann Finger

4. PGA Village, Port St. Lucie, 
Fla. This place is one of the absolute 
coolest to visit if you’re a certified golf 
junkie. There are four courses, pre-
senting a challenge to players of all skill 
levels.
Facebook fan quote:

“PGA Village in Port St. Lucie is 
GREAT!!!!” — Lloyd Giardino III

5. Hammock Creek Golf Club, 

Palm City, Fla. Along with outstanding 
conditions, Hammock Creek claims that 
even its slowest rounds played clock in at 
just a shade over four hours.
Facebook fan quotes:

“Hammock Creek designed by Jack 
Nicklaus is in Palm City, FL and it beats 
all the public courses around here. Beau-
tiful course in great shape, excellent 
greens, and GPS on your cart so you 
can track how far you are from the pin, 
and every hole has a picture so you are 
more knowledgeable of the holes you are 
playing on.” — Stephen Urbanik

“The man is right. Hammock Creek is 
dope! North Palm CC is a tough test! Of 
course it is it’s a signature Nicklaus!” — 
Ryan Gutzeit

6. Inverrary Country Club, East 
Course, Lauderhill, Fla. Inverrary 
offers two Robert Trent Jones, Sr. golf 
courses with the history and tradition 
of 15 PGA and LPGA tournaments. 

The famous signature East Course has 
boasted champions like Jack Nicklaus, 
Johhny Miller, Lee Trevino, Tom Kite, 
Hale Irwin and Tom Weiskopf
Facebook fan quote

“Inverrary East course. Haven’t been 
there in years, but were very good lay-
outs, with tournament history. That’s 
where the Honda used to be played.” 
— Kirk Oguri

7. Westminster Golf Club, Lehigh, 
Fla. Located on the eastern edge of Fort 
Myers, Westminster Golf Club is open 
year round and can be as demanding as 
you want it to be depending on the set 
of tees you elect to play from.
Facebook fan quote:

“Westminster in Lehigh.” — David 
Concidine

8. Tiburon Golf Club, Naples, 
Fla. Home to the LPGA’s CME Group 
Tour Championship and Greg Norman’s 
QBE Shootout, Tiburon is home to two 
18-hole courses.
Facebook fan quotes:

“Tiburon.” — David Lockamy
“I haven’t been to Florida in 30 years. 

But I hear that Tiburon is fantastic.” — 
Lou Pumphrey III

“Tiburon Golf Club in Naples.” — 
Ryan Asselta

9. Fairmont Turnberry Isle, 
Miami, Fla. The golf here is incredible, 
but even if you’re not playing well, it’s 
just a short drive to South Beach.
Facebook fan quote:

“The Fairmont Turnberry Isle Resort 
& Spa Golf Course gives you Compli-
mentary warm up bucket of golf balls 
prior to round. Unlimited admission 
to the Willow Stream spa including fit-
ness center and classes. Complimentary 
shuttle service to the beach club and 
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Aventura Mall.” — Judith Mili-
tante-Johnson 
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How to Play 
Your Best Golf 
While in Florida

by RICK MARTINO
If you are coming down to 

Port St. Lucie to visit us here at 
the PGA Golf Club, you are in 
for some outstanding golf. 

From our world-class PGA 
Learning Center (pictured 
above), perhaps the most ad-
vanced and impressive Game Im-
provement center in the world, 
to our excellent choices of golf 
courses for you, you are assured 
of one of the great golf experi-
ences of your life. 

But there are a few things I’d 
suggest you be mindful of before 
you pack your clubs. 

Golf in Florida is not like golf 
in some areas of the country. 
In order to make the most of 
your time here, you should be 
prepared for what is in store 
for you. 

First, the grass here might be 
different than what you are used 
to. We have bermuda grass here, 
in the rough and the fairway, 
and champions turf greens. 

What does that mean for you? 
Well, the thicker blades of ber-
muda will mean you will have 
tight lies on the fairway and the 
ball will tend to fly further on 

each shot. 
Conversely, in the snarly rough, 

your ball will come out slower. On 
the greens, the champions turf 
grass — which is a strain of ber-
muda — means that your putts 
will not roll out as much as it 
would on bent grass greens. 

So the grain of the grass is 
stronger, the balls will not trickle 
out like you would see on greens 
up north. 

Of course, no resort facility is 
going to have their greens cut too 
short, as the amount of play each 
day would not allow it. But the 
greens will run between 8-10 on 
the stimpmeter, which is a com-
fortable speed for most golfers. 

There is a good bit of water 
here at the PGA Golf Club, but 
the fairways at all three courses 
can be generous. 

Still, if you can shape your 
shots to follow the contour of the 

holes, you will find your game to 
be much more manageable. 

Finally, if you are playing golf 
in Florida, that means you are 
playing with some wind. Ide-
ally, if you can keep the ball a 
little lower than normal, you 
will do better in dealing with the 
wind. Another thing to consider 
is learning how much certain 
wind speeds affect your shots, 
whether behind, across, or blow-
ing into you. 

Visiting the PGA Golf Club is 
a trip every serious golfer should 
make at least once. It is one of 
golf’s premier destinations for 
those looking to learn, practice, 
and play great golf. But under-
standing some of the unique 
challenges of golf here will only 
enhance your experience here. 

I hope to see you on the 
tee.  x

©PGA
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poned events are two Americans 
and a South Korean currently 
on the outside looking in for the 
Olympics. A country can qualify 
as many as four players for the 
Games as long as all four are 
within the top-15 of the Rolex 
Rankings. As of now, it appears 
only South Korea and the U.S. 
have that opportunity.

The Korean team now is No. 
1 Ko, No. 3 Park, No. 6 Sei 
Young Kim and No. 9 Jeongeun 
Lee6. Trying to crack that top 
four are No. 11 Inbee Park and 
No. 13 Hyo-Joo Kim. Fighting 
to get into the Rolex top 15 is 
No. 18 So Yeon Ryu. That’s 
seven Koreans scrambling for 
all the Rolex points they can get.

Among the Americans, No. 2 
Korda, No. 5 Danielle Kang and 
No. 10 Lexi Thompson are cur-
rently Olympic qualified. In need 
of points are No. 17 Jessica 
Korda and No. 19 Lizette Salas. 
Clearly, the scheduling hiccup 
has intensified the importance 
of the first six months. 

And while global health con-
cerns have interrupted the Tour, 
the break has given fans the 
chance to relish the excitement 
ahead, spiced up this year by 
the Olympics and International 
Crown. While there is a break 
in the action, there is a lot to 
look forward to. The LPGA’s 
70th anniversary season should 
be a humdinger and what better 

place to next celebrate than the 
Founders Cup.

©LPGA
•  •  •

Koepka: ‘I’m 
Going to Play 
Where the Best 
Players Play’

by TIM REYNOLDS
PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. 

(AP) — Brooks Koepka said he 
respects everything Rory McIlroy 
had to say on the notion of a 
Premier Golf League and why he 
wouldn’t want to be part of one.

Then again, McIlroy’s thoughts 
apparently aren’t going to sway 
Koepka.

The world’s No. 3 player 
didn’t offer a firm stance one 
way or another Wednesday on 
whether he supports the idea of 
a league that would essentially 
compete with the PGA Tour, 
other than saying that he wants 
to continue playing against the 
best in the game.

“I’m just going to play where 
the best players play,” Koepka 
said. “Simple as. I want to play 
against the best.”

And if the best stay put on 
the PGA Tour, then that would 
clearly indicate Koepka will re-
main there.

The idea of the Premier Golf 
League is to bring together 12 
four-man teams that would be re-

quired to play 18 events — 10 of 
them in the U.S. — that feature 
54 holes, no cut and a shotgun 
start in some rounds to fit a five-
hour broadcast window. Total 
prize money would be $240 
million, and the top player could 
earn as much as $50 million.

It has been a talking point for 
years and is making headlines 
again now in part because of 
McIlroy’s comments last week in 
which he made clear that he has 
no interest in joining any new 
league. There is also a meeting 
of the PGA Tour policy board 
next week, coinciding with the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational at 
Bay Hill.

“Money is the easy part,” McIl-
roy said last week. “It shouldn’t 
be the driving factor. Look, for 
some people it is. And we’re 
professional golfers and we’re 
out here playing golf to make 
a living. But at the end of the 
day, I value my freedom and my 
autonomy over everything else.”

PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 
Monahan sent a memo to play-
ers last month saying that be-
cause the tour has contracts with 
title sponsors for a full schedule 
and television partners, anyone 
joining the Premier Golf League 
would have to give up his PGA 
Tour membership. And the 
major championships wouldn’t 
be part of the new league’s slate.

“My opinion is my opinion,” 

Koepka said. “Nobody else is 
going to sway it… I mean, I 
respect what Rory said. Every-
body has got their own thoughts. 
Everybody has got a different 
opinion. It is what it is. I’m pretty 
sure Rory wants to play against 
the best players in the world, 
too. Wherever that is, everybody 
is going to be playing.”

•  •  •

What’s in the 
Bag: WGC-Mexico 
Championship 
Winner Patrick 
Reed

Patrick Reed won his eighth 
PGA Tour title at the WGC-Mex-
ico Championship. Here’s a look 
inside the winner’s bag:

DRIVER: Ping G400 (9 de-
grees), with Fujikura Ventus Blue 
6X shaft

FAIRWAY WOOD: Callaway 
Mavrik Sub Zero (15 degrees), 
with Aldila RIP Alpha 75 TX 
shaft

HYBRID: Callaway Apex 
(20 degrees), with Aldila Rogue 
Black 105 TX shaft

IRONS: Grindworks Patrick 
Reed Forged prototype (4-PW), 
with True Temper Dynamic 
Gold Tour Issue X100 shafts

WEDGES: Titleist Vokey De-
sign SM7 (50 degrees), SM8 
(56, 60 degrees), with True 
Temper Dynamic Gold Tour 
Issue S400 shafts

PUTTER: Scotty Cameron 
for Titleist Tour Rat

BALL: Titleist Pro V1
©Golf Channel
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Koepka who was asked during 
a SiriusXM PGA Tour Radio 
interview about Reed’s penalty 
last December in the Bahamas.

“Yeah. I don’t know what he 
was doing, building sand cas-
tles in the sand,” Koepka said. 
“You know where your club is. I 
took three months off and I can 
promise you I know if I touch 
sand. If you look at the video, 
obviously he grazes the sand 
twice and then he still chops 
down on it.”

Within the same news cycle, 
former CBS analyst Peter 
Kostis piled on when he told the 
No Laying Up podcast, “I’ve 
seen Patrick Reed improve his 
lie, up close and personal, four 
times now.”

Flanked by an attorney, who 
has been by his side the last few 
months, Reed endured another 
round of difficult questions on 
Thursday.

“I said what I have to say 
about what happened in the 
Bahamas, and at the end of the 
day, all I’m trying to do is go 
out and play good golf and try-
ing to win a golf championship 
and hopefully run [first-round 
leader] Rory [McIlroy] down,” 
he said.

He was able to run down Rory 
and Bryson DeChambeau and 
Jon Rahm and Justin Thomas 
and even Erik van Rooyen, but 
he still can’t outrun his past.

Following a frenzied final 
round that featured countless 

lead changes, Reed was asked 
what it’s like when it feels like 
the world is against you, “I’m 
used to it,” he said.

He’s been here enough times 
to know the drill. His fall from 
grace began at the 2018 Ryder 
Cup, when Captain America 
lost his luster after criticizing 
then-U.S. captain Jim Furyk and 
teammate Jordan Spieth.

But then he felt the same heat 
late last year in Australia when 
he rolled over C.T Pan, 4 and 
2, in Sunday singles under an 
unrelenting microscope. He 
may not enjoy the criticism, but 
he certainly seems to savor the 
challenge of proving a point.

“I felt like I had something 
to prove to myself coming into 
this week because I feel like I’ve 
been playing some really solid 
golf,” he said. “I knew we were 
in a good pattern and I knew all 
I needed to do was continue to 
try to improve on my golf game, 
but at the same time just block 
out all the noise, no matter what 
it was.”

With Reed there’s always 
noise, distractions that are al-
most entirely self-inflicted. But 
along with all that baggage is 
a uniquely talented player who 
seems to perform at his best 
when the world around him is 
at its worst.

Reed is complicated, infinitely 
talented and unapologetic. But 
he’s not quite a top-5 player.  x

©Golf Channel
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