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Coronavirus Chaos Ravages 
Asia’s Sporting Calendar

Hong Kong (AFP) — The chaos 
in China’s sporting program 
caused by the deadly coronavi-
rus outbreak, which has already 
forced China to cancel or re-
schedule a host of events, is 
spreading into Asia’s sporting 
calendar.

On Monday, golf’s LPGA 
Tour cancelled the HSBC Wom-
en’s World Champions and the 
LPGA Thailand.

Here is the latest rundown of 
Asian sporting spectacles affect-
ed by the outbreak:

Golf — This month’s HSBC 
Women’s World Championship 
in Singapore and the LPGA 
Thailand were cancelled Mon-
day, meaning the US LPGA 
Tour has been forced to scrap all 
three of its lucrative early-season 
events in Asia after China’s Blue 
Bay tournament was canned 10 
days ago.

The women’s Asia Pacific Am-

ateur Championship in Thailand 
next week has also fallen while 
the PGA Tour’s third-tier China 
series has been forced to move 
qualifying events to Indonesia 
and Thailand.

No decision has been made 

yet by the men’s European Tour 
as to whether its flagship China 
Open in April will go ahead in 
the city of Shenzhen. The Hong 
Kong Women’s Open, originally 
scheduled for next month, has 

People wearing masks walk along a street in Shanghai on Monday. (AFP 
Photo/Noel Celis)

Nick Taylor Pulls Away From 
Mickelson to Win at Pebble Beach

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. (AP) 
— Nick Taylor had more trouble 
with the wind than he did with 
Phil Mickelson. Taylor, a Ca-
nadian, managed both just fine 
on Sunday and won the Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am for his second 
career victory.

With the gallery eager to see 
Mickelson add a record sixth 
victory at Pebble Beach, Tay-
lor showed plenty of moxie in 
building a five-shot lead at the 
turn and then holding on when 
40-mile-per-hour gusts blasted 
the Monterey Peninsula.

He closed with a two-under 70 
for a four-shot victory over Kevin 
Streelman (68). Mickelson, who 
closed within two shots with four 
holes to play, shot 74 and fin-
ished alone in third. He has won, 
been a runner-up twice and fin-
ished third in his last four starts 
at the Pebble Beach Pro-Am.

Taylor won in his fourth start 
as a PGA Tour rookie at the 
2015 Sanderson Farms Champi-
onship in Mississippi, at the time 

an opposite-field event that did 
not feature any of the top play-
ers. He went 146 starts on the 
PGA Tour until his next victory, 
and it was a big one.

The victory gets him into the 
Masters for the first time, along 
with the P.G.A. Championship 
up the coast at Harding Park 
in San Francisco in May. In his 

sixth year on tour, Taylor has 
played only two majors as a pro.

“That was amazing,” Taylor 
said. “I believed I could do it be-
cause I’ve done it before. But to 
do it in that fashion, playing with 
Phil, gives me a lot of confidence 
going forward.”

Taylor started the final round 

Numbers to Know: AT&T 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am

by SEAN MARTIN
Welcome to this week’s edi-

tion of the Stats Insider, where 
we’ll take a closer look at Nick 
Taylor’s win at the AT&T Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am. Just a reminder, 
ShotLink was only available for 
the two rounds at Pebble Beach 
this week.

Strike While Irons Are Hot 
— Nick Taylor ranks in the top-
25 of both driving accuracy and 
greens in regulation this season. 
That trend continued at Pebble 

Beach, where he was seventh 
in fairways hit (43 of 55, 78%) 
and third in greens hit (54 of 
72, 75%).

Rolling the Rock — Pebble 
Beach’s small, severly-sloped poa 
annua greens may be the hardest 
surfaces to putt on TOUR. Tay-
lor didn’t have any problem with 
them. He made almost half his 
attempts between 10-20 feet in 
his two rounds at Pebble Beach. 
He gained nearly 6 strokes on 

McIlroy Returns to World No. 
1 for First Time Since 2015

by WILL GRAY
Rory McIlroy has supplanted 

Brooks Koepka atop the Official 
World Golf Ranking, and he did 
so without hitting a shot.

Both McIlroy and Koepka 
were idle last week, but because 
of slight changes to their respec-
tive OWGR calculations it’s now 
McIlroy on top with a 9.19-point 
average against Koepka’s new 
average of 9.16. This marks 
the first time McIlroy has held 
the top spot since September 
2015, and his 53-month gap 
sets a new record for longest 
time between a player losing and 
regaining the No. 1 ranking.

Koepka had held the No. 1 
spot since winning the PGA 
Championship in May, but he’s 
now down to No. 2 followed by 
Jon Rahm, Justin Thomas and 
Dustin Johnson.

Patrick Cantlay’s T-11 finish 
at Pebble Beach bumped him up 
two spots to world No. 6, with 
Webb Simpson now seventh and 
Tiger Woods down two spots to 
No. 8. Xander Schauffele and 

Justin Rose round out the latest 
top 10.

Pebble Beach winner Nick 
Taylor made the week’s big-
gest jump, going from 229th 
to 101st with his second career 
PGA Tour win. Runner-up Kevin 
Streelman moved up 48 spots 
to No. 85, while Phil Mickelson 
went from 72nd to 55th after 
finishing third.

The top 50 in this week’s 
rankings all qualify for next 
week’s WGC-Mexico Champion-
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Area Courses Keeping Busy 
As Spring Gets Closer

Winters in the Rochester area 
can sometimes seem to drag on 
forever — especially if you are a 
golfer who can’t wait to emerge 
from hibernation and get out for 
that first round of the new year.

Some area courses are trying 
to beat the winter blues this year 
by offering indoor golf simulators, 
pro shop deals and special early 
season membership packages — 
each of which hoping to keep 
otherwise hibernating golfers en-
gaged throughout the off-season.

At Ravenwood Golf Club this 
winter, golfers are invited to 
keep their skills sharp by playing 
on two Foresight Simulators in-
side the Ravenwood clubhouse. 
Open daily throughout the win-
ter, the simulators are open 
for practice and play, with 25 
courses from which to choose. 
The simulators have been open 
for tee time reservations since 
mid-January, with league play 
open for registration this month.

Two weekends ago, Chili Coun-
try Club did its part to beat the 
winter blahs with their annual 
“Kick Off Sale” during Super Bowl 
weekend. A tradition at Chili that 
dates back more than 40 years, 
the club offered discounts on 
clothing, equipment and mem-
berships throughout the weekend 
— as well as interactive demo 
days with new equipment offered 
at the shop.

And at FarView Golf Course 
in Avon — where General Man-
ager and co-owner Jim Millar al-
ways opens the course up for play 
during the winter whenever the 
snow melts and conditions allow 
— they are continuing a special 
offer that was met with great 
success last winter.

“We still have some spots avail-
able on our fantastic 2 year mem-
bership special — only $329 for 
a Monday-Friday or $429 for 
any day of the week,” said Millar 
in a recent Facebook post. “This 
offer attracted a great deal of 
interest and we signed-up many 
new members,” Millar noted last 
summer.

The best news of all for local 
golfers is that Spring officially ar-
rives in just five weeks — with the 
start of the local golf season set 
to begin shortly thereafter.

•  •  •

RDGA Opens 
Tournament 
Registration for 
2020 Season

Rochester District Golf Associ-
ation golfers have many exciting 
tournament options this year on 
the 2020 RDGA Tournament 
Schedule — and registration for 
most events is now open.

Starting February 1, online reg-
istration began for this season’s 

RDGA event schedule — offering 
events for men and women, 
seniors and juniors of all ability 
levels.

Highlights of the 2020 
RDGA Tournament 
Schedule include:
• The RDGA’s flagship event 

— the RDGA District Cham-
pionship John H. Ryan Jr. 
Memorial — returns to Oak 
Hill Country Club for the first 
time in 10 years. Scheduled 
for July 22-25, Oak Hill’s 
impressive Donald Ross-de-
signed West Course will host 
the area’s top men amateurs.

• Speaking of the District Cham-
pionship Qualifiers, two are 
scheduled this year — one, at 
Chili Country Club on Satur-
day, June 20 and the second 

at Reservoir Creek Golf Club 
on Wednesday, June 24.

• The RDGA’s annual champi-
onship for men over the age 
of 55 is back and with a new 
name — the RDGA Wilson 
Fitch Senior Championship, 
honoring the past President 
and long-time RDGA volun-
teer Wilson Fitch and hosted 
by Stafford Country Club on 
August 20 and 21.

• The RDGA Match Play Cham-
pionships are being hosted by 
the Golf Club at Blue Heron 

Hills on May 29-31 and will 
include both men’s and senior 
divisions. Registration for the 
top 32 point winners (men’s 
and seniors) from 2020 is 
open now; registration opens 
for all remaining spots on 
May 1.

• The RDGA Mid Amateur 
Championship, for male golf-
ers ages 25 and above, visits 
Clifton Springs Country Club 
on August 14 and 15.

• The popular RDGA Wom-
en’s Open, celebrating wom-
en’s golf in Rochester, will by 
hosted by Brook-Lea Country 
Club on Monday, August 31.

• The 2020 RDGA Junior 
Championships — featuring 
36-hole stroke-play champi-
onships for both GIRLS and 
BOYS in three separate age di-

visions — happens at Mendon 
Golf Club on July 14 and 15.

• A number of non-champion-
ship events are also in this 
year’s tournament lineup, led 
by the popular RDGA Play 
Day at Irondequoit Country 
Club (September 28), as well 
as the annual Two-Person 
Scramble (Wayne Hills Coun-
try Club, May 16) and the 
Richard Wood Senior Best 
Ball (Ravenwood Golf Club, 
July 9).

Mulligans
News, Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes from the Local Golfing Community

Mulligans — PAGE 3

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

IMPORTANT… We want YOUR AD to be perfect…
Your ad will run as it appears here unless we hear from you immediately.

Please review this ad carefully.
n Check spelling and punctuation
n Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses and web sites.
n Check dates and times of all events listed.
If there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Far View Golf Course • 2x3 • 102819 • JT   Email: info@farviewgc.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

FARVIEW  
GOLF COURSE
2419 Avon Geneseo Rd, Avon 
226-8210 • farviewgc.com

* Per person. Specials include  
league fees if you choose to join 
one or more. Cart fees not included. 
Walking is permitted at all times.  

Mon–Fri $329*
Mon–Sun $429*

TWO YEAR
MEMBERSHIPS

UNLIMITED GOLF
through end of 2021 season

Visit farviewgc.com for application  
or email info@farviewgc.com
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5480 County Rd. 36, Honeoye, ny 14471
585.367.2904 • bodineunlimitedtours.com
Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

CONCERTS ~ WINTER FUN ~ BUFFALO!
4/9-11   Ski Gore/Sugarbush/Killington
             3 days skiing, 2 nights & ride
             Dep. 5am, Exit 44...........$530+ 

All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Dinner 
(your own tix Key Bank Ctr)........$95+
3/7     Kane Brown, Chris Lane, Russell D 
 Ride, dinner, Club Seats, Dep. 4:30pm......$290+
6/6     Rolling Stones 45th Annual FarewellTour ~ Priceless! 
8/13 Def Leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+
8/15 Billy Joel @ New Era Field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+ 
6/30-31 Kenny Chesney, Florida Georgia Line, Old Dominion in concert 
 Pittsburgh Heinz Field, 200 level, tix, ride, hotel, picnic ... $490+

NY YANKEE HOME GAMES Dep. 2am .... $210+ 
Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
5/9 Red Sox 5/28 Twins 6/27 Cubs
7/8 Mets 7/25 Bosox TBA OldTimers

YANKEE OVERNIGHT TRIP Fenway Park .. $520+ 
8/1-2 Yankees @ RedSox 1 game, Dep. 8am

BUFFALO SABRES HOME GAMES
Dep. 4pm Henrietta or LeRoy .......................................... $145+
w/light pregame meal, tix in S319, Club add $50+
2/16 Leafs  3/5 Penguins  3/9 Capitals 
3/15 H-Canes  3/22 Rangers  4/1 Flyers

ORANGE BASKETBALL @ CARRIER DOME . $140+
Dep. 4 Hours Before Tipoff Exit 44, Park & Ride

2/29 NC Tar Heels..................$170+

NCAA HOOPS MARCH MADNESS Albany
3/19 @ TU Center - 4 games
2nd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 7AM, Exit 44 ................ $340+
3rd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 9AM, Exit 44 ................. $360+
6/27-28 NASCAR Pocono 400 &  Cubs @ Yanks.............$530+
7/12 Finger Lakes Wine Festival @ The Glen Dep.10am ..$95+
8/28-29 Yanks @ Indians & Rock HOF  .......................... $340+
8/16 NASCAR @ The Glen Front stretch w/tgate................$180+
 Cold Pit Walk pass included, Dep. 7am Cnga

BUFFALO FOOTBALL @ NEW ERA FIELD
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Bus Dep. 7:40AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

Jets, Pats, KC, Steelers, Bolts, Rams, Seattle, Fish
**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $120-$140+ pp

BUFFALO ROAD TRIPS WITH BODINE
Fall        Buffalo  @ New England Patriots  ............... $520+
Winter   Buffalo @ Denver & Ski The Rockies!
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Departs Pittsford. Itineraries mailed 7 days prior to departure.

Please read and sign company policies prior to booking. 
See our ad in the Westside News
Hometown Community Directory

CONCERTS ~ WINTER FUN ~ BUFFALO!
4/9-11   Ski Gore/Sugarbush/Killington
             3 days skiing, 2 nights & ride
             Dep. 5am, Exit 44...........$530+ 

All Buffalo Concerts Ride & Dinner 
(your own tix)..............................$90+
Key Bank Ctr. Ride, dinner, Club Seats, Dep. 4:30pm .... $290+
2/26 The Lumineers w/Mt. Joy
3/7 Kane Brown, Chris Lane, Russell D
8.13 Def Leppard, Joan Jett, Poison, Motley Crew... $100+
8/15 Billy Joel @ New Era Field Bus w/Tailgate ....... $100+
6/30-31 Kenny Chesney, Florida Georgia Line, Old Dominion in concert 
 Pittsburgh Heinz Field, 200 level, tix, ride, hotel, picnic ... $490+
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Stay in NYC till 10pm. Grandstand tix, upgrade options
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7/8 Mets 7/25 Bosox TBA OldTimers

YANKEE OVERNIGHT TRIP Fenway Park .. $520+ 
8/1-2 Yankees @ RedSox 1 game, Dep. 8am

BUFFALO SABRES HOME GAMES
Dep. 4pm Henrietta or LeRoy .......................................... $145+
w/light pregame meal, tix in S319, Club add $50+
2/16 Leafs  3/5 Penguins  3/9 Capitals 
3/15 H-Canes  3/22 Rangers  4/1 Flyers

ORANGE BASKETBALL @ CARRIER DOME . $140+
Dep. 4 Hours Before Tipoff Exit 44, Park & Ride
2/8 Wake Forest 2/29 NC Tar Heels..................$170+

NCAA HOOPS MARCH MADNESS Albany
3/19 @ TU Center - 4 games
2nd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 7AM, Exit 44 ................ $340+
3rd Round Ride, meal/tix. Dept. 9AM, Exit 44 ................. $360+
6/27-28 NASCAR Pocono 400 &  Cubs @ Yanks.............$530+
7/12 Finger Lakes Wine Festival @ The Glen Dep.10am ..$95+
8/28-29 Yanks @ Indians & Rock HOF  .......................... $340+
8/16 NASCAR @ The Glen Front stretch w/tgate................$180+
 Cold Pit Walk pass included, Dep. 7am Cnga

BUFFALO FOOTBALL @ NEW ERA FIELD
All include Bodine Monster Tailgate Buffet, Bus Dep. 7:40AM. 
Family Oriented Fun For All Ages! Sect. 307 or 201  $190+  
50 yard line S333-334 $250+  Prime 20 yard line S114 $340+

Jets, Pats, KC, Steelers, Bolts, Rams, Seattle, Fish
**Bus/tgate w/your own tix is $120-$140+ pp

BUFFALO ROAD TRIPS WITH BODINE
Fall        Buffalo  @ New England Patriots  ............... $520+
Winter   Buffalo @ Denver & Ski The Rockies!
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Monroe extinguisher 

roChester • BuFFALo
sYrACuse • eLMirA

235-3310
105 DoDge st.

24/7 “on the spot” service 

www.Monroeextinguisher.com

restaurants • service stations
Computer rooms • hospitals 
Flammable storage rooms

Fire extinguishers, Cabinets & Accessories,  
emergency Lighting, Automatic systems,  
Kitchen exhaust hoods...

•     sales, service, 
Consultation & training

• engineered Clean Agent
• All special hazards

We recharge your 
extinguishers

MONROE

NEVER A SNOWY DAY:  A golfer takes advantage of “perfect” indoor 
conditions on one of two golf simulators recently at Ravenwood Golf Club 
in Victor. (facebook.com/RavenwoodGolf)

RETURN TO OAK HILL: Famed Oak Hill Country Club will host the 2020 
RDGA District Championship John H. Ryan Jr. Memorial on its West 
Course on July 22 to 25. (RDGA/Dave Eaton)
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TaylorMade Combines Performance and Value 
In New Tour Response and Soft Response

TaylorMade has introduced 
the Tour Response and Soft 
Response golf balls, made after 
input from thousands of golfers.

Highlighted by a 100 per 
cent cast urethane cover, Tour 
Response delivers effortless 
compression and quality perfor-
mance at an affordable price.

Engineered for effortless com-
pression and more distance, Soft 
Response utilizes a breakthrough 
Extended Flight Dimple Pattern 
along with an ultra-soft ZnO Flex 
Core designed to increase speed.

“Urethane is simply the best 
performing cover material you 
can use on a golf ball. That’s 
why it’s found on 100 per cent 
of the balls used on the PGA 
Tour. It’s that good,” said Eric 

Loper, director of golf ball R&D 
for TaylorMade.

“We’re bringing that same 
innovation to our Tour Re-
sponse line, essentially making 
a softer version of our TP5/
TP5x that utilizes multiple tour 
technologies. Soft Response is 
a multi-layer golf ball designed 
for even softer feel and with 
our new Extended Flight Dimple 
Pattern, the player can obtain 
explosive distance,” said Loper.

For as long as there have 
been urethane golf balls, Tour 
players have used them. It’s the 
industry standard for premium 
performance in golf balls and 
Tour Response brings that same 
standard to all golfers at an af-
fordable price while maintaining 

the same technology found in 
TP5/TP5x.

A softer 100 per cent cast 
urethane cover allows grooves to 
better grip the ball for increased 
wedge spin, potentially creating 
thousands more RPMs of spin 
for the average golfer compared 
to ionomer products.

A crosslinking chemical reac-
tion forms the urethane material 
and creates an irreversible link 
for improved shear resistance 
and greater durability.

The use of cast urethane dis-
tinguishes Tour Response for 
both performance and price. It’s 
a blend of Tour-quality materials 
with performance specifically 
engineered to benefit all golfers.

Utilizing the same technology 
that powers TP5/TP5x, Tour 
Response relies on Speedmantle 
with HFMq to produce fast ball 
speeds. The firmer second layer 
surrounds the soft inner core 
and delivers a more-explosive 
transfer of energy.

“In this class where perfor-
mance mets value, why would 
anyone play an ionomer ball 
when cast urethane is available? 
Every manufacturer agrees that 
it makes a better ball,” said Mi-
chael Fox, TaylorMade’s cate-

gory director for golf balls and 
accessories.

TaylorMade utilizes a special-
ized Extended Flight Dimple 
Pattern to protect distance in a 
softer golf ball.

The shallow u-shaped dimples 
promote decreased drag and 
increased lift, ultimately allowing 
the ball to stay in the air longer 
at lower spin rates.

This design is meant to appeal 
to players with average swing 
speeds, who often struggle to 
keep the ball airborne.

For this reason, many club 
fitters match slower swing speed 
players with drivers that increase 
spin rates and allow the ball to 
stay in the air longer. However, 
with this revolutionary dimple 
design TaylorMade aims to im-
prove distance for these play-
ers through intelligent golf ball 
design.

A soft ionomer cover adds to 
the feel of Soft Response, but 
also achieves improved scuff 
resistance, shear resistance and 
overall durability.

With a low compression ZnO 
Flex Core (a compression of 35), 
Soft Response is engineered to 
meet the needs of golfers seek-
ing an extremely soft feel with-
out diminishing distance.

Both Tour Response and Soft 
Response are engineered to ef-
ficiently transfer energy and re-
bound at impact.

The Tour Response core has 
a low compression of 40, while 
Soft Response is even lower at 
35. The three-piece construction 
further allows for soft feel, while 
maintaining distance. x

©GolfNewsNow.ca

Also this year, the RDGA will 
be conducting three Local and 
Sectional Qualifiers for USGA 
Championships, including:
• The U.S. Open Local Quali-

fier, at Ravenwood Golf Club 
(May 4)

• The U.S. Amateur Sectional 
Qualifier at Mill Creek Golf 
Club (July 6)

• The U.S. Senior Amateur 
Sectional Qualifier at Sodus 
Bay Heights Golf Club (July 
28)

Additional events — including 
the RDGA Women’s Champi-
onship and an RDGA Junior 
Medal Classic (for ages 7 to 
11) — will open registration 
on March 15.

To enter RDGA tournaments, 
golfers must have an active GHIN 
Handicap index through an RDGA 
Member Club, or the RDGA 
eClub. Information about each 
event — as well as memberships 
— is available on the RDGA 
website.

•  •  •

First Ace of 2020 
Reported by a 
Local Golfer

One Rochester area golfer 
is already off to a good start to 
the 2020 season — reporting a 
hole-in-one he recently recorded 
while on vacation in Hawaii.

Rod Potter, a member at 

Brook-Lea Country Club, used 
a 6-iron to score a hole-in-one 
on the 180 yard third hole of 
Mauna Lani South on Thursday, 
January 16.

This is the second ace in as 
many seasons for Potter, who 
also scored a hole-in-one at his 
home club at Brook-Lea last 
summer.

•  •  •

Send Us Your 
2020 Charity 
Tournament Info

Rochester Golf Week would 
like to remind charity tournament 
organizers to get a head start on 
planning for the season by send-
ing us your event information 
for the year ahead. Feel free to 
email or mail us with your official 
tournament promotional material 
(flyers, pamphlets, new releases) 
and be sure to include the date 
and title of your event, location, 
and contact information.

In March, Rochester Golf 
Week will publish our 31st annu-
al Charity Golf Tournament Guide 
— reaching the potential golfers 
and sponsors that will support 
your event. Please contact us at 
585-427-2434 for information 
about how we can help you pub-
licize your tournament.

Until then, send your 2020 
Charity Tournament infor-
mation to us at: info@golf-
weekrochester.com. x
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PING Introduces Nine Models of Heppler Putters
Employing high-pressure alu-

minum casting for the first time 
in the manufacturing of its put-
ters, PING has introduced the 
Heppler putters, a nine – model 
family of blades and multi-mate-
rial mid-mallets and mallets dif-
ferentiated by solid-face technol-
ogy and high inertia properties.

The custom-fit putters are 
available for pre-order at autho-
rized PING golf shops around 
the world.

“With the Heppler series, 
we’re providing golfers a firm-
er-feeling putter in highly forgiv-
ing models to ensure a choice 
that fits their stroke and eye, ” 
said PING president John K. 
Solheim.

“We’ve chosen a very precise 
manufacturing process that’s 
significantly advanced our ability 
to create high-MOI mid-mal-
lets and mallets by combining 
aerospace-grade aluminum with 
steel. The contrasting copper 
and black finish provide s align-
ment cues and a visually ap-
pealing, premium look that’s 
attracting a lot of interest on 
tour,” he said.

“Fitting continues to be an im-
portant part of our putter tech-
nology, as well,” said Solheim. 
“We’ve made improvements to 
the feel of our adjustable-length 
shaft technology and the new 
putters are available to fit every 
stroke type so golfers can find a 
putter to match their stance and 
stroke.”

Solid-Face Technology
A firmer feel and sound is the 

result of the machined, flat face . 

The face material – either alumi-
num or steel – varies by model, 
depending on the placement of 
the materials, which is strate-
gically positioned to maximize 
forgiveness and optimize the 
centre of gravity.

Testing revealed the auditory 
feedback of the flat metal face 
had a positive effect on the play-
er’s confidence by providing a 
distinct impact experience with-
out compromising performance.

“We saw a high percentage 
of testers improve their strokes-
gained results with a Heppler 
model, indicating that many golf-
ers prefer the firmer sound and 
feel of a solid – face design,” said 
Solheim.

“We see the new putters as 
an appealing alternative to our 
Sigma 2 series, which offers a 
softer feel and sound through 
its dual-durometer insert and TR 
face technology. Our primary 
goal is to provide golfers a cus-
tom-fit putter with their desired 
feel and sound while delivering 
the performance and consis-
tency they need to hole more 
putts.,” he added.

Pressure-Cast Aluminum, 
Multi-material Designs

PING engineers combined a 
lightweight aluminum with steel 
through strategic shaping and 
weight placement to produce 
high MOI designs.

The alumium casting process 
is used to create precise detail 
and quality in the mid-mallets 
and mallets. The new Tomcat 
14 has the highest MOI in the 
line and features a 14-dot align-

ment aid inspired by the lights 
on an airport runway .

“The advantage of pressure 
casting is we can achieve high-
ly precise design details while 
allowing our engineers much 
greater freedom to position 
weight where it benefits the put-
ter’s performance the most,” 
said Solheim.

“As a result, we improved the 
performance of existing models 
and developed two entirely new 
designs. Golfers will also find a 
variety of alignment features to 
help ensure accuracy and match 
their preferred look,” he said.

Black Chrome, 
Adjustable-Length Shaft

Advancements to the adjust-
able-length shaft technology in-
troduced in the Sigma 2 family 
have been made to produce a 
firmer feel with less flexing.

Finished in black chrome, the 
adjustable-length shaft is light-
weight, easy to use and sleek-
ly concealed beneath the grip, 
allowing golfers to customize 
length between 32 and 36 inch-
es to fit their strokes and pos-
ture.

The process is quick and in-
tuitive through the use of an 
adjustment tool that inserts into 
the top of the grip. One full turn 
causes approximately a quar-
ter of an inch adjustment up 
or down and the grip remains 
perfectly aligned during the ad-
justment process.

“We’ve taken a very complex 
technical challenge and simpli-
fied it for the benefit of golfers,” 
said Solheim.

“It allows you to experiment 
with various lengths and ulti-
mately fit yourself . You simply 
adjust it until you’re comfortable, 
ideally with your eyes directly 
over the ball or slightly inside 
the line. The performance im-
provements with a putter fit to 
the proper length are significant. 
We strongly encourage golfers to 
take advantage of this innovative 
feature,” he added.

PING Pistol Grip Options
Four PING grip designs allow 

golfers to find their optimal fit 
and feel. The PP59 is the stan-
dard grip, inspired by the popu-
lar PP58.

The PP60 is midsize and light-
weight, designed to fit the con-
tours of the hands with flats on 
the top and sides. Slightly heavi-
er, the PP61 has an exaggerated 
pistol shape . The PP62, while 
still lightweight, has a larger, 
more rounded shape to promote 
quieter hands.

The new putter family is 
named in honour of Rick Hep-
pler, a longtime PING employee 
who began his career with the 
company as a teenager in 1966. 
The son of a General Electric 
co-worker of PING Founder 
Karsten Solheim, Rick was hired 
by Karsten to help John A. Sol-
heim build putters in the fam-
ily garage. He eventually held 
several management positions 
at Karsten Manufacturing Cor-
poration before passing away in 
a motorcycle accident in 2013.

Heppler Models and Specifi-
cations

Anser 2
Bearing the same heel-toe 

weighting that helped make the 
original Anser 2 so popular, the 
Heppler version also shares the 
original’s angled heel ballast. 
The all-steel Heppler Anser 2 
stands apart with colour blocking 
that creates its own alignment 
assistance .

Putter Type: Blade
Material: Steel
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft : 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 350g
Stroke Type: Slight Arc
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 4°

Loft: 3°plus/minus 3 °

ZB3
A larger section of the cavity 

was carved out and the heel – 
toe ballasts are larger than those 
in the ZB 2 to achieve a high 
MOI in this strong-arc blade. 
The alignment dot is a product 
of research showing this cue 
makes aiming easier for strong-
arc players.

Putter Type: Blade
Material: Steel
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft : 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 355g
Stroke Type: Strong Arc
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 4°
Loft: 3° plus/minus 3 °

Piper C
Players who prefer cen-

tre-shafted putters will be drawn 
to the Piper C. Relative to other 
centre-shafted models , the 
CG is lower and MOI is higher 
because of steel heel and toe 
weights integrated with the alu-
minum body .

Putter Type: Mid-mallet
Material: Aluminum/Steel face
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft : 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 365g
Stroke Type: Straight
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 4°
Loft: 3°plus/minus 1 °

Tyne 3
At address, the ratio of alu-

minum to steel appears to be 
50-50. In fact, steel accounts for 
two-thirds of the weight, created 
by a thick back flange, resulting 
in a lower, deeper centre of 
gravity and a higher MOI .

Putter Type: Mallet
Material: Aluminum face/Steel
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft : 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 360g
Stroke Type: Slight Arc
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 4°
Loft: 3° plus/minus 3°

Fetch
To elevate MOI over the 

Sigma 2 Fetch, which has steel 
bordering the centre cutout, de-
signers used aluminum, then 
steel in the heel-toe ballasting 
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been shifted to May.
Football — China has sus-

pended all domestic football and 
postponed indefinitely the top-
flight Chinese Super League sea-
son which was due to kick off on 
February 22.

The virus has had a big impact 
on Asia’s continental competi-
tions, with four Chinese clubs’ 
home group matches in the AFC 
Champions League, which be-
gins this week, being postponed 
until at least April and May.

No decision has been made 
yet on Asia’s World Cup qualify-
ing matches next month. China 
is due to host the Maldives on 
March 26 and play in Guam 
five days later. Fixtures involving 
Hong Kong and Taiwan could 
also be in doubt.

A women’s Olympic qualifying 
event between China, Taiwan, 
Thailand and Australia scheduled 
for last week in Wuhan, the dis-
ease epicenter, was moved ini-
tially to Nanjing then to Sydney.

The China women’s football 
team were quarantined in a Bris-
bane hotel on Wednesday after 
arriving in Australia for the tour-
nament but have been given the 
all-clear to play, and the delayed 
tournament will wrap up this 
week.

Athletics — The World In-
door Championships, scheduled 
for Nanjing from March 13-15, 
were postponed for a year.

The Hong Kong Marathon, 
due to take place on Sunday, 
was cancelled.

Motorsport — The Chinese 
Formula E Grand Prix, due 
to take place in Sanya on the 
southern island of Hainan on 
March 21, was called off “after 
close consultation” with govern-
ment authorities.

The Chinese Formula One 
Grand Prix, in Shanghai on April 
19, and the inaugural Vietnam-

ese Grand Prix in Hanoi on April 
5 are also at risk, with governing 
body the FIA saying they are 
“monitoring the evolving situa-
tion”.

Boxing — A qualification 
event for the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics initially scheduled from Feb-
ruary 3-14 in Wuhan was re-
scheduled for Amman in Jordan 
from March 3-11.

Basketball — Last week’s 
women’s Olympic qualifying 
tournament, a four-team battle 
for three Tokyo places between 
China, Great Britain, Spain and 
South Korea was moved from 
Foshan, in southern China, to 
Belgrade.

The Chinese Basketball Asso-
ciation has postponed the sec-
ond half of its top-flight CBA 
League, which had been due to 
start on February 1.

Cycling — The Tour of Hain-
an from February 23 to March 
1 — a second-tier ProSeries race 
— was cancelled by the Interna-
tional Cycling Union who said 
the event could be rescheduled 
later in 2020.

Tennis — The Fed Cup Asia/
Oceania Group I event between 
China, Taiwan, Indonesia, South 
Korea and Uzbekistan in the 
southern city of Dongguan was 
postponed at the weekend and 
will now be played in Dubai from 
March 3-7.

Skiing — This month’s men’s 
World Cup races in the Chinese 
resort of Yanqing, the first test 
events for the 2022 Beijing Win-
ter Olympics, were cancelled and 
shifted to Saalbach-Hinterglemm 
in Austria on February 13 and 
14.

Aquatics — The Chinese 
leg of the Diving World Series, 
scheduled for March 7-9 in Bei-
jing, was cancelled.

Snooker — The China Open 
in Beijing, set for March 30-
April 5, has been cancelled.

Badminton — The China 
Masters tournament from Feb-
ruary 25 to March 1 has been 
shelved, the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) announced 
after several players withdrew. 
The BWF indicated that the Asia 
Championships in Wuhan from 
April 21-26 are likely to follow 
suit.

Rugby Sevens — The Hong 
Kong Sevens, the showpiece of 
the World Rugby Sevens Series, 
is due to take place in the city 
bordering mainland China from 
April 3-5.

A cancellation would mean 
2020 would be the first year 
since its inauguration in 1976 
that the famous event, which 
played on during the deadly 
2003 SARS outbreak, has not 
been played. x

TaylorMade Introduces Spider S Putters

The Spider S putter from Tay-
lorMade is manufactured from 
high-grade 6061 aluminum and 
100 pe rcent machine milled for 
precision shaping.

The square-frame putter head 
is outfitted with two 48 g tung-
sten sole weights that are strate-
gically placed on the toe and the 
heel to help stabilize the putter 
while also optimizing centre of 
gravity location.

A heavy tungsten backbar is 
used to further customize swing 
weight based on the length of 
the putter.

Coming in 55 g, 65 g and 80 
g units, the backbar at the rear of 
the putter is designed to influence 
head weight, feel and perfor-

mance. The heaviest weight (80g) 
pairs with the shortest putter 
length (33 inches) and vice versa.

The combination of advanced 
materials and square shaping 
promotes high MOI for increased 
forgiveness and consistent roll 
on strikes across the face. With 
an MOI of 6,000-plus, Spider 
S offers the most forgiving per-
formance of any model in the 
Spider franchise.

Completing the design is the 
Pure Roll Insert. With Spider S, 
the company opted for a thicker 
5 mm surlyn insert designed for 
better sound, feel and roll char-
acteristics.

“With Spider S, we utilize ad-
vanced materials and machine 
milling to create the highest MOI 
and most forgiving model in our 
Spider lineup,” said TaylorMade 
senior director of production for 
putters and wedges Bill Price.

“The beauty and performance 
of this putter is in all of the tung-
sten. We use more than 150 g 
in each head to deliver precision 
weighting and optimal perfor-
mance,” said Price.

Spider S will be available at 
retail beginning February 14 
with an MSRP of $449.99 Cdn.

Available lengths include 33, 
34 and 35 inches and Spider S 
is offfered in two different co-
lourways: Navy and Chalk. It also 
comes equipped with the KBS 
Stepless Stability Shaft and Super 
Stroke Pistol GTR 1.0 grip. x

©GolfNewsNow.ca

the greens in just two rounds at 
Pebble Beach, ranking second 
in Strokes Gained: Putting. He 
didn’t hole a putt longer than 18 
feet, but he made plenty of his 
mid-range attempts. He was 7 
for 15 (47%) from 10-20 feet.

Pebble Beach has the lowest 
make percentage of putts from 
both 10-15 feet and 15-20 feet 
this season.

Phil’s Top-10 Streak — If 
Phil Mickelson had won, he 
would’ve set the PGA TOUR re-
cord for largest gap between first 
and last wins. His first win came 
on Jan. 10, 1991. Raymond 
Floyd currently holds that record. 
It was 28 years, 11 months, and 
20 days between his wins in the 
1963 St. Petersburg Open and 
1992 Doral-Ryder Open.

Mickelson’s third-place finish did 
give him 30 consecutive seasons 
with a top-10 finish. He’s the third 
player to accomplish that feat. 
Sam Snead had top-10s in 34 

consecutive seasons, while Floyd 
had them in 32 straight years.

Spieth’s Sunday Surge — 
Much has been written about 
Jordan Spieth’s weekend strug-
gles, but Sunday was a positive 
sign. His 67 was the low round 
of the day, vaulting him up 46 
spots into a tie for ninth. Spi-
eth led the field in both Strokes 
Gained: Tee-to-Green and 
Strokes Gained: Approach. He 
gained +4.6 strokes with his ap-
proach play alone Sunday. That 
was his best Strokes Gained: 
Approach performance in three 
years, since the first round of the 
2017 Sony Open in Hawaii.

Rory Reaches No. 1 — Rory 
McIlroy wasn’t in action but he 
still returned to No. 1 in the world 
ranking before this week’s Gene-
sis Invitational. It’s the first McIl-
roy has been No. 1 since Sept. 
19, 2015. That span of 1,605 
days between stints at No. 1 is 
the longest in the world ranking’s 
history, and by a large margin. x
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with a one-shot lead over Mick-
elson, and they were tied after 
Mickelson got up-and-down from 
a bunker on the par-5 second.

Seven holes later, Taylor had 
a five-shot lead.

He holed a 15-foot birdie putt 
on the fourth, a 10-foot birdie 
putt on the par-3 fifth, and then 
he holed a bunker shot for eagle 
on the par-5 sixth hole, the kind 
of short-game shot everyone 
expected out of Mickelson.

And then it got ugly for Mick-
elson.

He went over the green at No. 
8 and played an aggressive chip 
that rolled by the flag, down the 
slope and back into the fairway. 
He pitched the next one too far 
and made double bogey, and 
then made bogey on the ninth 
as Taylor holed a 7-foot birdie 
to go five shots ahead.

Thanks to the wind, it wasn’t 
quite over.

Five holes later, Mickelson had 
cut the lead to two despite hav-
ing only one birdie putt, a tap-in 
on No. 10. Taylor ran into tree 
trouble off the tee at No. 11, 
flew the green into a back bun-
ker on No. 12 and then took 
double bogey on the par-5 14th 
hole when he found a bunker 
off the tee, could only advance 
it about 100 yards and took five 

to reach the green.
The wind was blowing so hard 

at that point that Taylor’s cap blew 
off his head and he had to chase it 
down the fairway before hitting his 
third shot from 227 yards.

Mickelson, however, missed 
his chances to capitalize on Tay-
lor’s mistakes.

He came up short of the 11th 
green from just under 100 yards 
with Taylor in trouble. He didn’t 
hit a green in regulation after his 
tap-in birdie on the 10th until his 
tee shot on the par-3 17th that 
settled 40 feet away.

“It’s disappointing certain-
ly to have not won, but I got 
outplayed,” Mickelson said. “I 
mean, Nick played better than I 
did. He holed a couple of great 
shots. That eagle on 6, the putts 
he made on 4, 5 and 7. He just 
really played some great golf.”

Taylor seized control by chip-
ping in for birdie on the 15th 
for a three-shot lead, and the 
knockout punch was his tee 
shot to 6 feet below the hole for 
birdie on the 17th.

He finished at 19-under 268, 
earning a two-year exemption 
on the PGA Tour.

Mickelson wasn’t the only 
player who struggled. Dustin 
Johnson shot a 78. Matt Every, 
in the third-to-last group, shot 
80. Jason Day closed with a 75.

The best round and best finish 
belonged to Jordan Spieth, who 
chipped in to save par on his 
final hole for a 67. It was the low 
round of the day and enabled 
him to finish in a tie for ninth. 
That narrowly moves him back 
into the top 50 and makes him 
eligible for a World Golf Cham-
pionship in Mexico City in two 
weeks.

Streelman also leaves with a 
trophy. He teamed with Arizona 
Cardinals receiver Larry Fitzgerald 
to easily win the pro-am for the 
second time in three years. x

Nick Taylor of Canada played a 
shot from a bunker on the 14th 
hole on Sunday, the final round 
of the Pebble Beach Pro-Am. (Harry 
How/Getty Images)

World Golf Hall of Fame Changes 
Age Requirement, Sets Up Woods 

For Potential ’21 Induction
by REX 

HOGGARD
The World Golf 

Hall of Fame an-
nounced i t  has 
reduced the mini-
mum age for in-
duction from 50 to 
45 years old, start-
ing with the 2021 
class.

The minimum 
age was increased 
from 40 to 50 in 
2016, and although 
there was no specific reason 
given for the change, the move 
does make Tiger Woods, who 
turns 45 in December and would 
be a lock for induction, eligible 
for the next class.

“Recognizing the game’s 
greatest players and contribu-
tors is an important endeavor 
and one our sport takes very se-
riously,” said Jay Monahan, the 
PGA Tour’s commissioner and 
chairman of the World Golf Hall 
of Fame board. “We are com-
mitted to regularly evaluating the 
selection process to ensure we 
approach it with both historical 
context and the future in mind.”

The hall also announced the 

elimination of the Veterans cat-
egory and a new designation for 
the Lifetime Achievement cate-
gory, which will now be a Con-
tributor recognition.

The nominating and selection 
committees, which are scheduled 
to meet later this year to deter-
mine the ’21 class, have been 
expanded to include 18 media 
members. Hall of Fame mem-
bers Beth Daniel, Nick Price and 
Curtis Strange will join Annika 
Sorenstam as co-chairs of the 
selection committee.

There has been no date or 
location announced for the ’21 
class. x

© Golf Channel

Mickelson: ‘Disappointed 
… but I Got Outplayed’

by MIKE MCALLISTER
PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. — Phil 

Mickelson has enjoyed many 
productive days at the AT&T 
Pebble Beach Pro-Am in his 
illustrious career. Five times, in 
fact, he walked away with the 
winner’s trophy.

But Sunday was not one of 
those days. A disastrous double 
bogey at the par-4 eighth was 
the start of an 11-hole finishing 
stretch that he played in 4 over. 
Instead of pressing eventual win-
ner Nick Taylor for the lead, 
Mickelson dropped a spot down 
the leaderboard, settling for solo 
third behind Kevin Streelman 
with a 2-over 74.

The Mickelson short-game 
magic, on full display the day be-
fore, only showed itself a couple 
of times Sunday. Certainly not 
enough to keep up with Taylor, 
who shot a 2-under 70 to win 
by four shots, in the final group.

No excuses, though. For one 
of the few times, Mickelson 
proved human at Pebble Beach 
when the pressure was on.

 “It’s disappointing certain-
ly to have not won, but I got 
outplayed,” Mickelson said. “I 
mean, Nick played better than I 
did. He holed a couple of great 
shots.”

The first of those was at the 
par-5 sixth, a pivotal moment for 
Mickelson’s chances. He was on 
the green in two; Taylor, hold-
ing a one-shot lead, was in the 
greenside bunker. But instead of 

gaining at least one shot, Mick-
elson walked off the green with 
a two-shot deficit after Taylor 
holed out and Mickelson missed 
his 38-footer for eagle.

Two holes later, Mickelson’s 
short game disappeared. His 
chip from the rough 39 feet 
away from just off the green ran 
past the pin and rolled downhill 
off the green, leaving him 72 
feet away. His fourth was low 
and finished left of the pin, and 
he failed to roll in his bogey putt 
from 13 feet.

After another bogey at nine, 
Mickelson found himself five 
shots behind at the turn. That 

deficit was eventually trimmed to 
two after a Taylor double bogey 
at the 14th, but with tough wind 
conditions coming in, Mickel-
son struggled to make anything 
happen on the back nine, as he 
bogeyed three of his last seven 
holes.

“I had a tough time with the 
conditions. “I had a tough time 
making pars,” Mickelson said. 
“But my focus and everything 
was really sharp today. I just 
didn’t execute. We had a few 
misjudgments of the wind … it 
was just a tough round.”

So he didn’t get win No. 6 in 
this event, or No. 45 in his ca-
reer. But the 49-year-old Mickel-
son did leave Pebble Beach with 
something to build on. He’s now 
managed consecutive third-place 
finishes on two different Tours in 
back-to-back weeks — he was T3 
in Saudi Arabia on the European 
Tour a week ago. It’s been two 
years since his previous two-start 
stretch with consecutive top-5 
finishes.

“These last couple of weeks 
have really given me a lot of 
motivation and momentum to 
continue doing what I’ve been 
doing,” Mickelson said. “… I’ve 
had two third-place finishes and 
I’m going to continue to build 
on that and give myself more 
chances. 

“And I’m having a ton of 
fun. It’s just really fun having a 
chance.” x

© PGATour.com
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ship, and Jordan Spieth snuck in 
just in time. Spieth’s chip-in par 
save on his 72nd hole preserved 
a T-9 finish, one that helped 
him go from 55th to 49th and 
qualify for Mexico City. At No. 
55, Mickelson is on the outside 
looking in and would need to 
crack the top 50 after the Gene-

sis Invitational in order to qualify 
for an event he won just two 
years ago.

Other notables who barely 
missed the first of two top-50 
cutoffs for the year’s first WGC 
event include Ian Poulter (No. 
51), Collin Morikawa (No. 53) 
and Scottie Scheffler (No. 54). x

© Golf Channel

PGA of America Forms Strategic Alliance 
With Bahia Principe in Riviera Maya, Mexico

PALM BEACH GARDENS, 
Fla. — The PGA of America 
has formed a strategic alliance 
in Mexico with Bahia Principe, 
a tourism group of golf cours-
es, hotels and residences, tour 
operations and other destina-
tion services owned by Spain’s 

Grupo Piñero. 
The partnership will provide 

PGA-branding opportunities to 
Bahia Principe properties in Riv-
iera Maya — a high-volume tour-
ism destination on the northeast-
ern coast of Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula, with four world-class 

resorts, residential real estate 
and the Riviera Maya Golf Club, 
designed by Robert Trent Jones, 
Jr., comprised of an 18-hole 
championship golf course and 
a 9-hole executive course. The 
agreement marks the first PGA 
of America facility partnership 

in Latin America, as the Asso-
ciation continues to support the 
growth of golf outside of the 
United States.

To drive sustainable growth-
of-the-game efforts in Mexi-
co, the golf facilities will offer 
player development and youth 
programming spearheaded by 
PGA Professionals, as well as 
utilize marketing opportunities 
to introduce golf-centric travel 
packages.

“We’re excited to partner with 
the Bahia Principe brand in Mex-
ico,” said PGA of America Chief 
Innovation Officer Arjun Chow-
dri. “Their enthusiasm to partner 
with the PGA of America, not 
only to enhance golf tourism in 
Mexico, but support our mis-
sion of growing the game and 

positioning PGA Professionals 
in roles of influence, provides 
a fantastic opportunity for the 
PGA to positively affect golf in 
the region.”

“We could not imagine a bet-
ter brand to partner with to 
continue promoting golf and 
Bahia Principe’s support on 
this sport,” said Bahia Principe 
Residences & Golf Managing 
Director Jaime Sitjar. “It is a 
true honor and great privilege 
for our company to have the 
PGA of America beside us, 
supporting and contributing to-
gether for the growth of golf in 
Latin America. This partnership 
reinforces our strategy, in order 
to continue offering our clients 
exciting experiences.” x

© PGA.com
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(Continued from Page 1)

More Than $1.1 Million for Australia 
Bushfire Relief Efforts Generated

In a five-week span in which 
four 2019 Presidents Cup par-
ticipants — two from the Inter-
national Team and two from the 
U.S. Team — won on the PGA 
TOUR, the Presidents Cup and 
partner organizations have com-
bined to generate more than $1.1 
million (USD) for Australia bush-
fire relief efforts.

During the week of the Sony 
Open in Hawaii in January, which 
was won by Australia’s Camer-
on Smith, International Team 
Captain Ernie Els announced an 
additional donation of $125,000 
from their 2019 charitable funds 
for the cause. The Presidents Cup 
and the PGA TOUR matched that 
donation.

Additionally, U.S. Team Cap-
tain Tiger Woods announced 
today that the U.S. Team mem-
bers also united for a separate 
donation of $125,000 from their 
2019 charitable commitments for 
the cause, which the Presidents 
Cup and PGA TOUR have also 
matched.

This $500,000 total was do-
nated alongside Greg Norman’s 
efforts and an accompanying do-
nation of $250,000 from the 

Greg Norman charities for a total 
of $750,000 for the American 
Australian Association that es-
tablished a Bushfire Relief Fund 
which will use 100 percent of do-
nations to support fire response 
efforts throughout Australia.

Also in January, Australian 
PGA TOUR players and 2019 
International Team members 
Marc Leishman and Smith an-
nounced that they would donate 
funds for every birdie and eagle 
made at the Sony Open in Ha-
waii. Smith, who happened to go 
on to win the event, and Leish-
man were joined by Matt Jones, 
Rhein Gibson, Cameron Davis, 
Cameron Percy and Parker Mc-
Lachlin, who collectively pledged 
more than $26,000 as part of 
their efforts. The Presidents Cup 
matched their pledges to create 
a total donation of more than 
$52,000.

Leishman’s Begin Again Foun-
dation also vowed to match gen-
eral donations up to $5,000. 
Leishman, who hails from Vic-
toria, elected to support The 
Victorian County Fire Authority, 
while Smith, a Queenslander, 
tabbed The Queensland Fire and 

Rescue team as the recipients of 
his contribution.

On Monday, January 27, The 
Premiers Cup, hosted by Daniel 
Andrews, the Premier of Victoria, 
Australia, was held at The Royal 
Melbourne Golf Club and raised 
more than $380,000 (USD) to 
go directly to the families most af-
fected by the fires. As part of the 
event, custom golf carts signed by 
the International and U.S. Team 
members and captains were auc-
tioned off in addition to other 
PGA TOUR and Presidents Cup 
items to help raise money. x

© presidentscup.com
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Hey drivers, what 
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area. Learn the facts that may help save a 
life at drive2Bbetter.com.
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Webb Simpson Wins in Playoff at Waste Management

by SEAN MARTIN
Webb Simpson re-entered the 

winner’s circle at the Waste Man-
agement Phoenix Open. It is his 
sixth PGA TOUR title and first 
in nearly two years. He’s had 
several close calls since June, 
becoming one of the game’s 
most consistent players in that 
time. Simpson moved to No. 2 
in the FedExCup and seventh in 
the world ranking with his win. 
Let’s take a closer look at Simp-
son’s play at TPC Scottsdale and 
his success over the past few 
months.

1. Unstoppable Simpson
Simpson has five kids at home, 

so he has to be efficient with his 
travel. He’s made the most of 
his trips this season. His worst 
finish in four starts is seventh. 
Sunday’s win was his third con-
secutive top-three finish. In his 
last three starts, only two players 
have beaten him over the course 
of 72 holes. That was at the 
Sony Open in Hawaii, where he 
finished one shot out of the play-
off between Cameron Smith and 
Brendan Steele. Simpson lost a 
playoff to Tyler Duncan at The 
RSM Classic and won Sunday’s 
playoff with Tony Finau at TPC 
Scottsdale.

2. On The Podium
Simpson has been knocking 

on the door since last June, 
when he finished runner-up to 
Rory McIlroy at the RBC Cana-
dian Open. They shared the lead 
at the start of the final round but 
McIlroy blitzed the field with a 
Sunday 61. Simpson shot a fi-

nal-round 64 to finish runner-up 
to Brooks Koepka at the World 
Golf Championships-FedEx 
St. Jude Invitational, then fin-
ished second to J.T. Poston at 
the Wyndham Championship, 
where Poston became the first 
player since Lee Trevino to win 
while going bogey-free over 72 
holes. The Waste Management 
Phoenix Open was Simpson’s 
sixth top-three finish on the PGA 
TOUR since June 1, more than 
anyone else in that span.

3. Comeback Trail
Simpson was 10 shots off the 

lead, and outside the cut line, 
after shooting 71 in the first 
round of the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open. He responded 
with rounds of 63 and 64 to get 
into Sunday’s final group. Simp-
son has a knack for going low. 
Since the start of last season, 
no one has shot 65 or lower at 
a higher rate, and it’s not even 
close.

4. Small Ball
This victory vaulted Simpson 

into the top 10 of the world 
ranking. Simpson is an outlier 
among that group because of his 
lack of length. Only one other 
player in the top 10 of the world 
ranking averaged less than 300 
yards off the tee last season: 
Tiger Woods. Woods was still 
eight yards longer than Simpson. 
Here’s a look at how Simpson’s 
driving distance stats stack up 
against the average of the other 
nine players in the top 10 of the 
world ranking:

Simpon’s ball-striking is elite. 
He doesn’t gain many strokes 
off the tee because of his lack of 
length, but he ranks in the top 
10 of several key ball-striking 
stats this season.

5. In The Clutch
There was a little poetic justice 

to Simpson’s clutch finish in 
Scottsdale. He birdied the final 
two holes to force a playoff with 
Tony Finau. Simpson started his 
frenetic finish with a two-putt 

after driving the 17th green, 
then holed a 17-foot birdie putt 
on the 72nd hole. He won with 
a birdie on the first extra hole.

At this season’s RSM Classic, 
Tyler Duncan birdied the final 
two holes to force a playoff with 
Simpson. Duncan holed a 25-
foot birdie putt on the 72nd 
hole, then beat Simpson with 
a birdie on the second hole of 
sudden death. Duncan was the 
ninth player in the ShotLink era 
(since 2003) to make birdie or 
better on his last two holes and 
then win in a playoff.

Now Simpson is the 10th 
player to achieve that feat.

©PGATOUR.COM
•  •  •

Hee Young Park 
Captures Playoff 
Victory at ISPS 
Handa Vic Open

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Korea’s Hee Young Park, 
who came close to quitting golf 
last year, made par on the fourth 
hole of a three-way playoff Sun-
day to win the LPGA Tour’s 
Victoria Open from compatriots 
Hye-Jin Choi and So Yeon Ryu.

On a course swept by a bois-
terous wind and as evening 
closed in Park, Choi and Ryu 
returned repeatedly to the tee on 
the dog-leg par-5 18th to play 
out a gripping finale after finish-
ing tied at 281, 8-under par.

Former world No. 1 Ryu 
dropped out on the second 
playoff hole when she missed 
a birdie putt but Park and Choi 
continued until luck and nature 
intervened.

Choi’s tee shot on the fourth 
playoff hole came to rest against 
a pine cone in light rough left 
of the fairway, leaving her with 
no choice but to chip out. Her 
attempt to do so came up short, 
she put her next into a hazard, 
dropped out, and finally reached 
the fringe of the green in six.

Park had an eagle putt to 
win the tournament on the first 
playoff hole but saw it slide by 

the cup. She faced three more 
holes in tough conditions before 
clinching her third LPGA title.

“Last year was the worst year 
in my life and I had to go to 
q-school and I was going to stop 
golf because I thought (there 
was) no more game in my 
mind,” Park said. “Then I made 
q-school and I had a chance to 
play another year this year.

“I never stopped and I think 
God gave to me this present.”

The tournament at the 13th 
Beach Golf Links also feature 
a European Tour men’s tour-
nament running alongside the 
women’s event.

After Saturday’s third round, 
the men’s and women’s fields 
were reduced to 35 players each 
plus ties. The final round was 
played on the Beach course 
which was one of two courses 
used in the first two rounds along 
with the Creek course.

Australia’s Min Woo Lee held 
his nerve on a day of high winds 
and high drama to win his first 
professional title in the same 
tournament his sister Minjee Lee 
won as an amateur in 2014 and 
again as a professional in 2018.

Minjee Lee, who finished in 
a tie for sixth in the women’s 
event, was beside the 18th green 
when Min Woo tapped in a bird-
ie putt to win the title by two 
shots from New Zealander Ryan 

Fox.
Lee, 21, began the final round 

three shots clear of three-time 
European Tour winner Marcus 
Fraser and fellow Australian Tra-
vis Smyth. But his main chal-
lenge came unexpectedly from 
Fox who carded an 8-under 64 
in his final round to move to 17 
under for the tournament and to 
place pressure on the lead.

Lee led by two shots at 19 
under coming to the 17th but 
bogeyed and reached his final 
hole with only a one shot lead 
over Fox.

He didn’t falter. He found 
the fairway, then the green to 
leave himself a 12 foot birdie put 
which ended just inches wide of 
the hole and tapped in for a win 
which has been long anticipated.

“I just played awesome and 
I’m proud of myself,” Lee said 
after embracing his sister.

“I was walking off 14 and I 
heard a roar and I was guessing 
(Fox) or someone in that group 
had made eagle or birdie. I just 
counted up and figured he could 
have eagled 16 or birdied 17 
and eagled 18.”

He was right. Fox birdied 16 
and eagled 18 to complete his 
charge up the leaderboard.

Fraser shared third with Robin 
Sciot-Siegrist of France who shot 
68 to finish 14-under.  x

©LPGA

GOLF opinion & comment

Spieth Caps Pebble with Momentum-Igniting Effort

by RANDALL MELL
PEBBLE BEACH, Calif. — 

Jordan Spieth enjoyed the kind 
of day that can ignite momentum.

With a 5-under-par 67, he 
tied for ninth Sunday at the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am. 
It was more than the day’s low 
round. It was a day when just 
about every element of his game 
was better than everyone else’s.

He was first in strokes 
gained: tee-to-green, first in 
strokes gained: approach, first 
in strokes gained: around the 
green, first in strokes gained: 
total and first in scrambling.

Coming off last week’s missed 
cut at the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open, there was sat-

isfaction in the completeness of 
the effort.

The finish is projected to 
move him to No. 49 in the 
Official World Golf Ranking 
and earn him a spot at the 
WGC-Mexico Championship in 
two weeks.

WGC-Mexico field update: 
Spieth in; Mickelson, after 
missed putt, still out

“It was pretty solid the whole 
day,” Spieth said. “I didn’t do 
anything overly special. I hit 
fairways like I have been. I hit 
greens like I have been and got 

a couple in there pretty close.”
Spieth was pleased with how 

he responded after missing bird-
ie chances inside 10 feet at the 
first and second holes.

“Went to No. 3 and just 
knocked it right in,” Spieth said. 
“So, tried to kind of keep my 
head up, even when it looked 
like it could kind of get away 
from me.”

Spieth said it’s confirmation of 
what he has been working on.

“This is what I’ve been see-
ing,” he said.  x

©Yahoo!
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Toro Announces Expansion of 
Autonomous Mower Development

GeoLink Solutions technolo-
gy being tested on Reelmaster 
and Greenmaster units.

To meet the need for con-
sistent and repeatable results, 
Toro is introducing a new suite 
of autonomous technologies 
called GeoLink Solutions. The 
products are the result of 20-
plus years of research and de-
velopment at Toro, including 
significant customer input and 
extensive research and devel-
opment.

Technology and market per-
ceptions have evolved significant-
ly since Toro first began exploring 
autonomous solutions. Technol-
ogies are now better, faster and 
more affordable — and custom-
ers are more receptive to con-
sidering autonomous-enabled 
products as a means to allevi-
ate growing labor challenges 
and budget constraints. New 

GeoLink Solutions technolo-
gies are Toro’s answer to lost 
productivity and inconsistent 
results, creating machines that 
can complete the job the right 
way every time.

Toro will be showcasing its 
GeoLink Solutions for efficient 
fairway and greens mowing. 
Reelmaster and Greensmaster 
concept units are being dis-
played at the 2020 Golf Indus-
try Show. 

With the implementation of 
GeoLink Solutions technology, 
mowing will become more time 
and cost effective. When oper-
ating autonomously, the built-
in detection capability ensures 
avoidance of obstacles. After 
defining the mowing boundary, 
a variety of mowing patterns 
can be selected. The mowers 
operate consistently for perfect-
ly straight lines, even in condi-

tions with poor visibility, and 
during the cleanup pass. Even 
more efficiency is achieved by 
utilizing the entire width of the 
mower, reducing overlap, and 
self-transport between mowing 
areas.

Available now, the Multi Pro 
5800 with GeoLink AS (autos-
teer) is a 300-gallon dedicated 
sprayer that takes efficiency to 
new heights. GeoLink AS uses 
GPS control to ensure precision 
coverage, virtually eliminating 
the risk of overlap spraying or 
missing target areas. GeoLink 
AS ensures that the machine 
follows the optimal pass and 
fully utilizes all of the nozzles 
on the spray boom for a faster, 
more efficient spray process.

The Autosteer feature also 
makes it easy for operators of 
different skill levels to use the 
Multi Pro 5800. Optimal travel 
routes are stored, enabling even 
a novice operator to achieve 
the ideal spray path quickly and 
efficiently without wasting time. 
Additionally, the ability to store 
contoured travel routes, as well 
as straight line passes, ensures 
that efficiency and productivity 
gains apply to any target area, 
no matter the shape.

Toro is finalizing development 
on Machine-to-Machine Com-
munication for GeoLink solu-
tions, which is ideal for courses 
with more than one spraying 
unit in operation. Communi-

cation between machines pre-
vents an operator from spray-
ing an area that’s already been 
sprayed by another operator. 
In real time, via the interactive 
control console, operators are 
able to determine areas where 
the spray application has been 
completed and those areas that 
are yet to be treated.

©Golf Course Industry
•  •  •

North Carolina 
Course Converting 
from Bentgrass 
to Champion 
Bermudagrass 
Greens

Work begins at Rumbling 
Bald Apple Valley course in 
June. 

Rumbling Bald, the 36-hole 
golf resort on North Carolina’s 
stunning Lake Lure, has select-
ed Champion Bermudagrass for 
the greens on Apple Valley, its 
marquee course.

Designed by noted golf course 
architect and Pinehurst native 
Dan Maples, Apple Valley 
will start its transition from its 
original bentgrass greens to 
smooth-rolling Champion Ber-
mudagrass in June. Champion 
was chosen for its superior per-
formance profile, heat tolerance 
and maintainability.

“We provide our golfers with 
the best possible experienc-
es and Champion Bermuda 
checked all the boxes,” Rum-
bling Bald general manager Jeff 
Geisler said. “Dan Maples’ lay-
out and routing at Apple Valley 
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The 12th hole at the Rumling Bald Apple Valley course.
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is so pure from tee to green that 
smooth, true rolling Champion 
greens are the perfect fit.”

Apple Valley is in elite compa-
ny with its conversion from bent-
grass to Champion. Quail Hol-
low Club, site of the 2017 PGA 
Championship, and Pinehurst 
No. 2, host of the 1999, 2005, 
2014 and 2024 U.S. Opens, 
have undergone the transition in 
recent years.

“We did our homework and 
Champion Bermuda came out 
ahead by a longshot,” Rumbling 
Bald director of golf course 
maintenance Matt Lovel l , 
CGCS, said. “We’re excited to 
see golfers’ reactions and receive 
their feedback once the conver-
sion is complete this summer.”

Located along the eastern 
escarpment of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, golf is played year-
round at Rumbling Bald. Cham-
pion is suitable to North Caroli-

na’s warm summer nights and 
temperate winter climate.

In addition to Apple Valley, 
golfers enjoy Bald Mountain, 
the resort’s original 18-hole 
mountain-style course. Designed 
by George Cobb protégé W.B. 
Lewis, Bald Mountain is a 6,300-
yard shotmaker’s venue located 
next to lodging and amenities.

Apple Valley will close in early 
June and is scheduled to reopen 
in late August.

©Golf Course Industry
•  •  •

What Does the 
Future Hold 
for Municipal 
Courses?

by IAN HUTCHINSON
Over the years, I’ve heard a 

couple of very different opinions 
about municipal golf courses.

One is that cities and towns 

shouldn’t be in the golf business. 
In doing so, they are in compe-
tition with privately-owned golf 
businesses that pay taxes to the 
local governments that run the 
munis.

The other opinion is that the 
munis are more affordable gate-
ways into the game, drawing 
individuals and families that may 
catch the golf bug and eventu-
ally spend more on equipment, 
green fees and possibly pri-
vate club memberships as they 
become more involved in the 
game.

Whatever opinion you have, 
the munis have come under fire 
lately, particularly in larger urban 
centres, where runaway popu-
lation explosion has put a pre-
mium on land where affordable 
housing and smaller parks could 
be built.

Arrowdale Golf Course, a 
muni in Brantford, Ont., will go 

up for sale and the proceeds will 
be used for affordable housing.

Meanwhile, many are wonder-
ing about the existence of mu-
nicipal courses, considering the 
value of the land they’re on and 
the need for affordable housing.

Ian ‘Hutch’ Hutchinson is a 

veteran Canadian golf writer, 
whose history in the game in-
cludes an extensive background 
with Canadian golf trade publi-
cations. Hutch is also a regular 
contributor to publications and 
websites in Canada and the Unit-
ed States.  x
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for increasing forgiveness. The 
colour contrasting helps golfers 
focus on the alignment lines, 
causing the holed-out section 
to fade and not be the primary 
focus .

Putter Type: Mallet
Material: Aluminum/Steel face
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft: 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 365g
Stroke Type: Straight
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 2 °
Loft: 3° plus/minus 3°

Ketsch
Its sole is steel, which also 

wraps the perimeter, a big rea-
son this half-steel, half-aluminum 
Ketsch nearly doubles the MOI 
of the PING Vault 2.0 Ketsch. 
Like all the Heppler mallets, it 
effectively utilizes multi-material 
construction and is the only put-
ter in the family with three align-
ment lines that frame the ball.

Putter Type: Mallet
Material: Aluminum face/Steel
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft: 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 370 g
Stroke Type: Slight Arc or 

Straight
Lie Angle: 20° plus/minus 2 °

Loft: 3° plus/minus 3°

Floki
The strong-arc mallet is en-

joying popularity and the Floki 
expands a player’s fitting op-
tions while boasting the sec-
ond-highest MOI in the Heppler 
line, owing to its two-thirds steel, 
one-third aluminum construc-
tion. Significant steel around 
the perimeter is used to prevent 
twisting and its copper colour 
contrasted against the black alu-
minum is designed to inspire 
confidence.

Putter Type: Mallet
Material: Aluminum face/Steel
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft : 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 365g
Stroke Type: Strong Arc
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 4°
Loft: 3° plus/minus 3°

Tomcat 14
Airport runway lights inspired 

the alignment dots in the high-
est-MOI model in the Heppler 
family. The dots get closer to-
gether front to back to simulate 
motion, help with eye tracking 
and o frame the ball. The b ack 
ballasts are cored out and steel 
filled in this half steel, half alu-

minum putter .
Putter Type: Mallet
Material: Aluminum face/Steel
Adjustable-Length Black 

Chrome Shaft: 32" to 36" range
Head Weight: 370g
Stroke Type: Slight Arc or 

Straight
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 2°
Loft: 3° plus/minus 3 °

Piper Armlock
A mid-mallet is the predom-

inant putter style among arm-
lock players for its desirable head 
shape, and this Piper relies on the 
same low-CG, high-MOI, heel-
toe weighted Piper C head. The 
difference is a double-bend shaft 
(standard length 41½ inches) and 
it attaches heel-side as opposed 
to the centre, a 21-inch grip, and 
standard loft is six degrees.

Putter Type: Mid-Mallet
Material: Aluminum/Steel face
Standard length:  41.5” 

(Non-adjustable. Custom lengths 
available)

Head Weight: 355g
Stroke Type: Slight Arc or 

Straight
Lie Angle: 20 ° plus/minus 2°
Standard Loft: 6° (custom lofts 

available)  x
©GolfNewsNow.ca

PING
(Continued from Page 4)

Tomcat 14 Fetch

Tomcat 14
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Making a Home Handicap Accessible
Many homeowners have 

found themselves scrambling to 
make their homes handicap ac-
cessible after a sudden injury or 
illness. In addition, some home-
owners have found themselves 
looking to make adjustments to 
their homes in anticipation of 
welcoming elderly, less mobile 
relatives into their homes.

Converting a home into a 
handicap-accessible space can 
seem like a daunting task that 
requires adjustments to nearly 
every part of the house. While 
the extent of those adjustments 
depends on the individual who 
needs to be accommodated, 
some of the areas homeown-
ers must address when making 
their homes handicap accessible 
are universal regardless of the 
individual’s condition.

Entryways
A home’s entryways often 

must be addressed when mak-
ing the home more handicap 
accessible. Portable ramps can 
be an affordable option and are 
often an ideal for those who 
only need to make temporary 
adjustments, such as when a 
resident suffers an injury that 

requires he or she spend some 
time in a wheelchair. When 
the adjustments will just be 
temporary, a folding wheel-
chair might be necessary, as the 
doorways might not be able to 
fit a standard wheelchair that 
doesn’t fold.

When adjustments figure 
to be permanent, homeown-
ers might need to expand the 
doorways in their homes. Con-
tractors typically recommend 
expanding doorways to at least 
32 inches, which provides some 
maneuverability when wheel-
chairs, which are typically be-
tween 24 and 27 inches wide, 
are entering the home. Door-
ways at the most commonly 
used entryways, including front 
doors and doors to the bath-
rooms as well as the individu-
al’s bedroom, will likely need 
to be widened.

Elevators
For your home or business, 

there are many styles that can 
be customized for your loca-
tion. Residential elevators can 
accommodate multiple stops, 
floors and destinations. With 
an in-house elevator, you have 

the choice of many finishes to 
match the look of your home.

Bathroom
The bathroom might be the 

area of the home that needs 
the most attention. Slippery 
conditions common to bath-
rooms can make things espe-
cially difficult for people in 
wheelchairs or with disabili-
ties. Grab bars should be in-
stalled in bathtubs and shower 
stalls and next to toilets.

But grab bars aren’t the 
only adjustment homeowners 
should make in the bathroom 
as they attempt to make a 
home more handicap accessi-
ble. Safety treads, which can 
provide a secure, slip-free sur-
face on the floors of showers 
and tubs, can be installed. Add 
a hand-held showerhead to the 
shower stall to make it easi-
er for those with a disability 
to shower. Portable transfer 
seats, which enable wheel-
chair-bound men and women 
to transition from their chairs 
to showers and bathtubs, can 
be purchased and kept in or 
near the bathroom.

Water Fixtures
An often overlooked adjust-

ment homeowners must make 
when transforming their homes 
into handicap-accessible spaces 
concerns the sinks throughout 
the home. Disabled persons 

may find it difficult to access 
faucets on sinks throughout the 
home, especially when there 
are vanity cabinets beneath the 
sinks. Replacing such sinks with 
pedestal sinks can improve ma-
neuverability, but make sure 
such sinks are lower to the 
ground than standard pedestal 
sinks. A sink that’s just a few 
inches lower than a standard 
sink is considerably more acces-
sible to people in wheelchairs.

Closets
Closets are rarely handicap 

accessible. Homeowners can 
address this issue by creat-

ing multi-level closet spaces 
so individuals can place their 
clothes at accessible heights. 
Closet shelves can be lowered 
and doors can be widened so 
disabled persons can easily 
manage their wardrobes. In 
addition, consider installing 
a light inside the closet and 
make sure the light switch 
can be easily reached from a 
wheelchair. 

Making a home more handicap 
accessible can be a significant 
undertaking, but many of the 
adjustments homeowners must 
make are small in scale and won’t 
take long to complete. H –Metro

Buying A Home May Be 
Easier Than You Think

For anyone dreaming of own-
ing a home, a look at one young 
couple’s success story could 
prove inspirational.

Recent college grads Jacob and 

Katherine closed on their first 
home a week after their wedding.
“I wanted our own home be-

cause the rent was going up 
and stuff was falling apart in the 
apartment,” Jacob explained. 
He’s an engineer for an indus-
trial automation company.

Katherine said that buying 
a home really wasn’t on her 
radar. “Owning a home seemed 
so complicated, with mortgage 
payments and property taxes. 
I was much slower to get on 
board with the idea. It seemed 
like such a grownup decision,” 
she said. Katherine is a graphic 
designer for a university. But 
once they made that momen-
tous, “grown-up decision,” they 
moved forward together.

Here’s what they learned:
Do a lot of research online. 

“There are so many tools and re-
sources you can use. We found 
calculators that showed us how 

much we could afford,” Jacob 
said.

Don’t let student loans get in 
the way. Jacob explained that he 
had some pretty heavy student 
loans. “But I focused on paying 
off those with higher interest 
rates. Once we got those under 
control and started saving again, 
we started the home-buying 
discussions.”

Trust your real estate agent. 
“Our real estate agent spent a lot 
of time with us. He got straight 
to the point and was very hon-
est. He helped us figure out 
what we wanted, where we 
wanted to live and what we 
could afford,” Jacob said.

Look in the basement first. “Our 
real estate agent advised us to 
look at the guts of the house 
first. Don’t be distracted by 
things like granite countertops 
and stainless steel appliances,” 
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Save Money Through Energy Efficiency
As much as half of the av-

erage homeowner’s month-
ly utility expenses go toward 
cooling and heating, according 
to the U.S. Department of En-
ergy (DOE). For many house-
holds, that makes energy the 
largest home-related expense 
each month, next to a mort-
gage payment. 

Fortunately, numerous tech-
nological advances are making 
it easier than ever to manage 
home energy use. In fact, the 
DOE estimates you can save 
as much as 10 percent a year 
on energy costs by simply 
adjusting the temperature up 
or down when you’re away 
during the day. Installing a 
programmable thermostat that 
never forgets to adjust on a 
busy morning and kicks back 
on before you arrive home can 
help you earn these savings 
and reduce energy consump-
tion.

Home Automation
Newer, smart, program-

mable thermostats can be 
controlled remotely by inter-
net-connected devices, such 
as tablets and smartphones. 
Some models can also monitor 
your energy usage and system 
efficiency, providing data to 
help you make further adjust-
ments to how you operate 
your HVAC system.

Lighting is another major 
energy challenge. However, 
smart light bulbs let you ad-
just your home’s ambiance 
(and energy usage) with just 
a couple of quick taps. Paired 
with motion sensors that 
detect movement (or a lack 
thereof) and adjust lighting 
accordingly, smart bulbs can 
help reduce the waste of ener-
gy caused by lighting unused 

rooms. 
Similarly, smartphone appli-

cations that connect to other 
appliances, utilities and home 
features offer the best of per-
sonalized comfort and conve-
nience while providing tools 
to help minimize your home’s 
energy consumption.

Zoned Climate Control
If you’re like most home-

owners, there are parts of your 
house that simply don’t get 
much use or only get used 
during certain times of the day. 

Maintaining the temperature 
in those uninhabited areas can 
be costly and wasteful. As an 
alternative, an option such as 
zoned climate control allows 
you to stay comfortable in the 
rooms you use without spend-
ing a fortune on energy bills.

While a zoned system is 
generally considered a pre-
mium home feature, it isn’t 
unattainable and actually of-
fers long-term savings, due 
to its energy-efficient opera-
tion. The home is divided into 
zones, designated by floors, 
rooms or areas — however the 
homeowner chooses — which 
eliminates the “all on” feature 
of traditional air conditioners. 

A system like Mitsubishi 
Electric Cooling & Heating’s 
Zoned Comfort Solutions of-
fers a true zoning-system with 
convenient controls and au-
tomation, along with whis-
per-quiet operation. Both 
ducted and non-ducted units 
are available depending on 
the space and occupant needs. 
Additionally, some models 
have advanced filtration fea-
tures to help eliminate aller-
gens, contributing to improved 
air quality.

For a new build, installing a 
zoned system from the outset 
is relatively simple. Howev-

er, zoned systems are also a 
possible solution for replacing 
your home’s HVAC system 
or rectifying a problem with 
a single uncomfortable room. 
Pairing the system with sen-
sors or remote app controls 
can bring operating costs even 
lower through computerized 
automation.

Renewable Energy
Another option to offset 

some of your home’s energy 
and utility costs is generating 
your own renewable energy 
through solar or wind power 
systems. Installation depends 
on many variables, such as 
how much energy you use, 
local codes and standards, 
and whether the house and 
surrounding terrain are situ-
ated to allow you to capture 
adequate natural power. For 
a home under construction, 
your builder should be able to 
offer guidance; for an existing 
home, contacting a local re-
newable energy organization 
or state office is a smart first 
step.

Find more ways to save 
money on your energy bill at 
mitsubishicomfort.com.

Cost Control
A state-of-the-art zoned cli-

mate control system can be 
configured to your specific 
needs, but all the customiza-
tion options can make it tricky 
to predict how much your in-
stallation might cost. Taking 
into account these variables 
can give you a better sense of 
how much you’ll be spending.

New equipment — Each sys-
tem includes an outdoor unit, 
indoor unit(s), controls and 
parts including the refrigerant 
line-set, wiring and electrical 
accessories. Conditioning one 
room or zone comes at a sig-
nificantly different price than 
cooling and heating a home 
with eight or more zones. Gen-
erally, new equipment comes 
in between $3,000-$15,000, 
depending on the number of 
zones and size of the home.

Labor — This is what you 
will pay a licensed HVAC con-
tractor to install the system 
(and remove your old one, if 
necessary). Contractors’ labor 
prices vary widely, but expect 
to spend an amount roughly 
equal to your equipment cost, 
depending on your geographic 
location and the complexity of 
the installation.

Additional costs — Depend-
ing on your existing sys-
tem, you may incur costs for 
items such as electrical work 
to install a new 240V out-
let ($200-$1,000, or more if 
your electrical panel requires 
a new circuit); an equipment 
pad, stand or brackets for 
the outdoor unit ($50-$300); 
ductwork (prices vary greatly 
depending on the home); and 
controller options (approxi-
mately $200-$300 each).

Unique situations — Some 
homes, such as older homes, 
high-performance homes and 
homes in extreme cold-weather 
regions, often require auxiliary 
heat or specialized designs or 
equipment, all of which can 
impact the cost of the system. 
However, with Mitsubishi Elec-
tric’s Zoned Comfort Solutions, 
100 percent heating down to a 
5 F outdoor temperature can 
be attained. 

Rebates — Some states offer 
rebates for the installation of 
more energy-efficient applianc-
es, including HVAC systems. 
These rebates can help offset 
some of the upfront costs asso-
ciated with installing zoned sys-
tems. Consider speaking with 
a professional or researching 
available rebates in your region 
before purchasing a new system. 
H –Family Features/Mitsubishi Electric 
Cooling & Heating

(Scripps Networks, LLC.)

Katherine said. Jacob agreed: 
“You can get too caught up in 
the aesthetics of a house. It 
has been staged that way on 
purpose. We looked in the base-
ment first, at the foundation and 
to see if anything was damp.”

If you don’t have a 20 percent 
down payment, consider private 
mortgage insurance. Katherine 
and Jacob had saved up for a 
down payment, but it wasn’t 
enough for the 20 percent down 
required by many lenders for 
borrowers who don’t finance 
with mortgage insurance. With 
private mortgage insurance, 

borrowers can buy a home with 
as little as 3 percent down.

Katherine and Jacob had 
enough for a 10 percent down 
payment and private mortgage 
insurance helped them qual-
ify for their mortgage. “We 
wouldn’t have been able to buy 
our house with only 10 percent 
down without private mortgage 
insurance,” Jacob said.

Down payment funds can come 
from a gift. Although they were 
good savers, Katherine ex-
plained, most of the funds for 
their down payment came from 
their parents. H –NAPSA

Buying (Continued from Page B2)
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How to Select the 
Right Fire Extinguisher

by BHAVNA SINGH
A fire extinguisher can act as 

a lifesaver when a fire occurs. 
No matter whether it’s a large 
building such as a banquet hall, 
shopping mall, hospital, or a 
vast open space, like a field, or 
even your home — a fire can 
take place anywhere and any-
time. That’s why it’s advisable 
to keep one readily available so 
that the damage can be restrict-
ed to a great extent. 

Having a fire extinguisher is 
essential, but it’s important to 
choose the right one for your 
needs. It’s important to know 
which device works best in 
which situation and how to op-
erate those efficiently.

Here is some of the most 
important information about 
choosing the right fire extin-
guisher:

Know the Difference
All the fire extinguishers that 

are designed for household use, 
are classified with labels like ‘A’, 
‘B’ and ‘C’. This indicates which 
extinguisher can handle which 
type of fire. While extinguishers 
with label ‘A’ can deal with fire 
that has been generated due to 
ordinary combustibles, devices 

with label ‘B’, can deal with fire 
that is caused by flammable liq-
uids. Fire extinguishers that are 
labeled with ‘C’ are designed 
to handle fire that is generated 
due to electrical reasons. There 
are also many fire extinguishers 
that are classified as ‘A: B: C.’ 
and these can fight all the three 
types of fires. 

Choose the Right Size
Size of a fire extinguisher 

is one of the most important 
factors to consider while in-
vesting in a firefighting device. 
Although the bigger ones are 
usually considered to be most 
effective ones, at times, it gets 
really difficult to maneuver 
those. Usually, the weight of 
a fire extinguisher refers to the 
total amount of chemical that is 
placed inside the device. How-
ever, the weight of the canister 
adds several more pounds to it.

Know the Different Types
There are different types of 

fire extinguishers available in 
the market and it’s important to 
know the features of all the vari-
ants before selecting any one. 
Extinguishers that are recharge-
able, come with metal valves 

while the disposable ones come 
with plastic valves. Although 
the rechargeable ones are more 
expensive as compared to the 
disposable ones, it’s more cost 
effective to invest in the re-
chargeable extinguishers, in the 
long run.

Design a Fire Plan
According to the National 

Fire Armour (NFA), it’s recom-
mended to have an extinguisher 
installed at each floor. Howev-
er, it’s of more importance to 
design an extensive fire plan 
and make all the family or team 
members familiar with it. Make 
sure all your family members 
have a clear idea regarding 
how to evacuate the premise 
in a systematic way, when in 
a hurry and what to do next. It 
would be great if one or two of 
them can have an idea regard-
ing how to operate the devices 
when needed most. This will 
help reduce the casualties to a 
great extent. 

If you are planning to invest 
in a few fire protection sys-
tems and install those in your 
home or office, you must have 
a clear knowledge about these 
devices. H –Articlebase

Signs You May Need 
a Water Softener

by GEORGE MANTY
Many of us use water filters 

these days, or are at least famil-
iar with the reasons why we may 
need a water filter to get toxins 
out of the water we consume. 
When it comes to water soften-
ers, on the other hand, many 
of us are in the dark. The truth 
is that nearly 80% of homes in 
the United States are serviced 
by hard water, which can cause 
damage to belongings, fixtures, 
and even your own hair… but 
a lot of us don’t even realize 
what’s going on. So how do you 
know if you have a hard water 
problem? What are the signs that 
you do need a water softener?

Soap scum (ring) around your 
tub. No matter how hard you 
scrub that tub, that unsightly 
ring doesn’t go away, right? 
Don’t worry, it’s not dirt, per se 

— or it’s clean dirt, at least. Hard 
water causes the soap you use to 
precipitate out of the water, so 
you’re left with a scum residue 
that is a combination of soap and 

dirt around your tub where the 
surface of the water usually sits.

Just can’t seem to work up a 
lather. Do you feel like you’re 
using a lot of soap for bathing, 
dishwashing? Is your hair get-
ting worn out because you keep 
throwing more and more sham-
poo on to work up a lather? 
These are signs of hard water. 
High levels of calcium and mag-
nesium ions in the hard water 
prevent the soap from lathering 
properly, causing you to throw 
in more soap in response.

Stain on clothing after launder-
ing. You pull your laundry out 
of the washer, fully expecting 
a bright, batch of clean clothes 
and you get a streaked mess 
instead. Hard water can really 
do a number on your clothing. 
It can result in a general dingi-
ness, graying, or yellowing, a 
stiff feel to the fabric, or even 
gray streaks on your colored 
materials. If you begin seeing 
strange discolorations like this 
on your clothes, it’s a good sign 

that you’ve got hard water.
Spotting on your glasses. Same 

goes for your glasses, dishes 
and flatware. If you’ve begun 
seeing odd spotting, streaks, 
and discolorations on every-
thing that goes you’re your dish-
washer, that’s a sign of hard 
water. Crystal is particularly 
susceptible and coarse yellow 
circles can build up on your 
best glassware after some time.

“Scales” on your fixtures. If you 
have hard water, you will begin 
to see scaling on the fixtures 
on your sink and even on your 
pipes. This kind of buildup can 
cause damage to your entire 
system, reducing flow time on 
your water and even damaging 
your boiler performance.

If you are seeing any or all 
of these signs in your home, 
you may need a water softener. 
Consider looking into water 
softener options as a remedy — 
it will protect your belongings 
and your home in the long run. 
H –ArticleSlash

Building Your Dream 
Home? This Is What 

You Will Need

by JOHN JAMES GRAYSON
Your dream home has to be 

perfect! There is absolutely no 
scope for compromise or for 
substitution in any form. When 
you are seeking and targeting 
perfection then you need to 
work with the best; in case of 
your home this means working 
with the best architects in town 
and the best suppliers. Here is 
what you need to keep in mind 
when you are selecting an archi-
tect to design your house.

First, be clear what kind of 
design you want. This could 
be inspired from previous de-
signs you’ve seen or the kind of 
comfort you want in the house 
or maybe even some particular 
additions you want to see in 
your house. The clearer your 
communication the better the 
architect will be able to under-
stand what you want and will 
be able to reciprocate that in 
the design he makes. Architects 
can provide you with the best 
and the most original designs 
for your home. If you so desire, 
the home design can also be a 
mix of architectural styles from 
around the world.

While selecting your architect 
take a look at their profile and 
portfolio. Word of mouth plays 
a very important role in selec-
tion so ask around about archi-
tects with whom your friends 
had a good experience. You will 

get to know which home build-
ers are worth trusting and have 
a good reputation. This should 
be the first criterion from which 
you can further shortlist.

The budget is a major consid-
eration for every homebuilder. 
Once you have shortlisted and 
created a list of potential archi-
tects get in touch with them and 
discuss your ideas along with 
the budget you have kept aside 
for building your house. Some 
architects might say that they 
only work on projects that have 
a particular amount of budget 
allocated, in which case your 
list might get further shortened. 
Also, do not forget to review 
past projects of the architects 
when you start short listing 
them. After word of mouth, 
checking pictures or websites 
of such architects should be the 
next step. This will also give 
you an idea if the architect you 
are considering will be able to 
handle the design you have in 
mind.

The next step would be set-
ting up a meeting with the 
shortlisted architects. Some of 
the high profile architects and 
firms also require recommen-
dations from existing clients 
before they take up any new 
client. In this case you will 
have to ask your friends or 
acquaintances to give a recom-
mendation for you. H –Artipot
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Spray Foam’s Versatility 
Adds Energy Efficiency 
to Homes of Any Age

For the 66 percent of Amer-
icans who live in homes built 
before 1980, lower heating 
and cooling costs might seem 
like a hard-to-achieve fantasy. 
But with the right insulation 
choice, owners of those char-
acter-filled turn-of-the-century 
farmhouses can capitalize on 
potential opportunities to re-
duce their energy bills. Spray 
polyurethane foam (SPF) insu-
lation is an especially versatile 
choice when it comes to mod-
ernizing these older homes. 
SPF can be easily installed 
when renovating existing 
walls and attics — including 

hard-to-reach and odd-shaped 
areas and help make your old 
house a more comfortable 
home. 

SPF is a spray-applied insu-
lation installed seamlessly in 
and around building surfac-
es. Sealing cracks, seams and 
joints with SPF cuts down on 
energy loss from drafts and 
leaks. A properly insulated 
and sealed home can reduce 
heating and cooling needs by 
30 percent, according to the 
U.S. Department of Energy. 

Lastly, let’s not forget the 
attic. Most homeowners may 
not realize that attics are plac-

es where heat and cold air 
can escape. The Department 
of Energy also reports that 
attic openings account for 15 
percent of a typical home’s 
energy losses. The use of SPF 
to insulate an attic offers an 
important step in improving a 
home’s energy efficiency. 

When updating a house with 
SPF, homeowners can take 
advantage of one of the most 
effective ways to improve en-
ergy efficiency without sac-
rificing the character of their 
older homes. To learn more 
about the benefits of spray 
foam insulation, visit www.
whysprayfoam.org. H –NAPSA

Five Steps To A New Heating 
And Cooling Unit

Just because your aging 
home heating and air-condi-
tioning system is still function-
ing doesn’t mean your home is 
as comfortable as it could be. 
And what about your energy 
bills? Could they be lower?

It might be time to think 

about replacing an obso-
lete heating, ventilation and 
air-conditioning (HVAC) sys-
tem with new, more energy-ef-
ficient equipment. You may be 
able to avoid a system failure 
with a little homework and an 
informed decision regarding 

new equipment. 
Inspect. Begin by having a 

certified technician inspect and 
service your home’s current 
HVAC system. North American 
Technician Excellence (NATE)–
certified technicians can iden-
tify existing or potential prob-
lems, take steps to repair or 
avoid them and, if appropriate, 
recommend a new system that 
better matches your heating 
and cooling needs.

Learn. Become knowledge-
able about efficiency ratings, 
cooling and heating capacities 
and other factors that affect 
equipment performance. It’s 
also a good idea to research the 
types and brands of systems 
available.

Locate. Think about where 
a new system will be installed. 
Do you require an outdoor unit 
or will you need to install the 
unit in a basement, attic or 
closet?

Think green. Taking an envi-
ronmentally friendly approach 
to equipment purchases and 
installations can improve the 
indoor air quality in your 
home and reduce your carbon 
footprint. Fortunately, this ap-
proach usually results in in-
creased energy savings, too. 

Shop around. Look for a unit 
sized for the heating and cool-
ing demands of your house, 

and be sure your home has 
sufficient insulation and the 
ductwork is properly sealed. 
Otherwise, you may lose some 
of the efficiency your new sys-
tem offers.

When looking for a new sys-
tem, many people consider 
purchasing the York LX Series 
Packaged Heating and Cool-
ing Units to get both heating 
and cooling in one space-saving 
cabinet with quality-engineered 
reliability. Available in electric 
or gas heat in air-conditioning 
or heat pump models, these 14 
SEER units meet the latest fed-
eral energy standards. H –NAPS
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Hardwood or Laminate,  
Natural Tile or Luxury Vinyl

Anyone can have beautiful, 
functional floors — once you re-
view your options. For example, 
you may have your heart set on 
hardwood, but laminate may 
be a better option given your 
lifestyle. Alternatively, you may 
admire tile floors, but you might 
be a lot happier with luxury 
vinyl tile (LVT).

In order to make the right 
decision, consider three key fac-
tors — budget, durability and 
maintenance.

Hardwood floors are a great 
choice under the right conditions. 
Nothing compares to the natural 
beauty, color, intricate graining 
and depth of shine of a hard-
wood floor. Not only easy on 
the eye, hardwood floors tend 
to be warm underfoot too. Qual-
ity hardwood flooring is a big 
investment but will last a long 
time and add real value to your 
home.

Hardwood is timely and time-
less and completely authentic, 
and it comes in many colors, 
from nearly white to practically 
black and various warm shades 
of brown in between.

Though there are many pluses 
to hardwood, there are some 
minuses to consider when de-
ciding whether it’s right for you. 
Bear in mind, all hardwood is 
not the same; quality and pric-
ing are big factors. Depending 
on the species, some hardwood 
floors can take a great deal of 
wear and tear and still look 

good. Others, though beauti-
ful at first, show the signs of 
wear very quickly. In any case, 
you have to clean and care for 
it properly. This includes not 
using ammonia cleaners, oil 
soaps or a wet mop; using a 
professional hardwood floor 
cleaner to remove scuffs and 
scratches; and cleaning spills 
immediately. For these reasons, 
hardwood might not be the best 
fit for every home.

In some cases, laminate is a 
great alternative. Fortunately, 
for people who really like the 
look of wood, there’s an excel-
lent — and much less expensive 

— alternative: laminate flooring. 
Through highly detailed dig-
itized photography, laminate 

floors of today duplicate hard-
wood with tremendous realism 
that allows for a lower initial 
cost. What’s more, an inner 
cork subfloor on some laminate 
products helps tone down the 
noise and echoing attributes 
associated with laminates of 
yesterday.

Unlike hardwood, a laminate 
floor will not fade. Pets can 
also be a problem for hardwood 
flooring. Laminate, on the other 
hand, offers a durable wear sur-
face that is highly stain, scratch 
and moisture resistant.

Because of its durability, hy-
gienic nature and ease of in-
stallation and maintenance, 
laminate floors have become 
a low-cost alternative to hard-
wood, stone and tile.

Is your heart set on stone? Nat-
ural stone and porcelain tiles 

are another popular way to 
pave your floors. They come 
in all shapes, sizes and colors, 
glazed or unglazed, and can be 
used plain, decorated or as part 
of a mosaic.

Along with its beauty, natu-
ral stone flooring will likely in-
crease your home’s resale value, 
and it only improves with age.

Stone is also popular because 
every piece of stone is unique 
so no two floors are alike. Nat-
ural stone varies in hardness 
and no stone floor has a per-
fectly smooth surface, so there 
is always a possibility that small 
chips or pits may show up and 
be more evident in certain kinds 
of lighting. It’s a good idea to 
match the flooring with the kind 
of activities that will be tak-
ing place, as soft, porous stone 
flooring is probably inappropri-

ate for a high-traffic area.
Is tile the right fit for your fami-

ly? A properly installed ceramic 
tile floor will outperform and 
outlast nearly any other. Glazed 
ceramic tile and porcelain resist 
stains, odors and dirt and can 
be cleaned easily.

Environmentally friendly, ce-
ramic tile is manufactured using 
natural materials and does not 
retain odors, allergens or bacte-
ria. It also does not burn or emit 
toxic fumes. It can, however, be 
expensive and difficult to install, 
and some people find tile cold 
underfoot.

Vinyl floors offer many perks. 
Luxury vinyl tile, which falls in 
the “resilient” flooring category, 
maybe a flooring you should 
consider — especially if you’re 
concerned about pets and kids. 
Luxury vinyl tile flooring is a 
great choice for kitchens and 
bathrooms, as well, because 
it’s “no wax” and easy to keep 
clean. It’s durable, affordable, 
water resistant, easy to install 
and doesn’t fade or stain.

LVT flooring comes in many 
colors, textures and patterns 
and can imitate wood grain, 
tile, even marble. Since it also 
comes in sheets, planks and 
tiles, there’s lots of room for 
self-expression. A talented 
installer can use contrasting 
sheet vinyl for large patterns. 
Tiles can be arranged any way 
you want, from checkerboard 
to stripes to diagonals. Plus, 
LVT are flexible and soft to 
walk on. They have a cushy 

“give” underfoot. H –NAPSA

Knowing the facts about different materials can help you choose the right flooring for your lifestyle.

Easy Home Remedies for 
Just About Everything

by MS. SAGE
I love to simplify my life in 

any way that I possibly can. 
When I find a cool new use for 
an everyday product, it’s like 
having two products in one. 
Many of these are based on 
my own personal experience, 
although quite a few of them 
have been suggested to me over 
the years.

DISCLAIMER: Do not use 
ANY of these methods with-
out consulting with a doctor, 
contractor, veterinarian, home 
maintenance expert, gardener, 
beautician, or other professional 
before trying them. Use them 
at your own risk! Your results 

may vary; what works for me or 
other people may not work for 
you. Be careful and stay safe!

That said, I hope you will 
enjoy reading some of these 
interesting tips!

Pet Care
Instead of washing your dog 

with flea soap, try Dawn dish 
detergent instead. A few drops 
to your dog’s shampoo will kill 
the fleas. Be sure to rinse well 
to prevent skin irritation.

If your animals are chewing 
on places where they shouldn’t, 
a few dabs of Vick’s VapoRub 
on the surface of those areas 
will be effective. The animals’ 

sensitive noses don’t like the 
scent and they will avoid the 
area. You don’t need much; 
it lasts awhile, but reapply as 
needed.

Make popsicles for your pets 
in the summer time! Get a dis-
posable cup, fill it with water 
and a tiny bit of apple juice, 
freeze and unmold. Dogs love 
these!

If either your dog or cat gets 
ear mites, try applying a few 
drops of olive oil or mineral oil 
into their ears. Massage it into 
the ear, and then wipe with a 
cotton ball. The oil is moistur-
izing to the skin and will suffo-
cate the mites. H – Yahoo!
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From Make-Do to All New – Updates 
to Create Your Dream Kitchen

Homeowners have spent 
more on kitchen remodeling 
than any other home improve-
ment category in the last 10 
years, according to Harvard’s 
Joint Center for Housing Stud-
ies — and there’s good reason. 
An updated kitchen does more 
than boost the value of your 
home; whether you make just 
a few changes or completely 
renovate the entire space, a 
kitchen that feels new is always 
refreshing. From basic cooking 
to frequent entertaining, your 
dream kitchen should look good 
and function well.

Since the kitchen is ev-
er-evolving, so are the products 
available. Skip the fads and in-
clude ideas that are aesthetically 
pleasing and withstand the test 
of time. Here are a few updates 
that will turn your current space 
into the one you’ve been dream-
ing about.

Think Sinks
When remodeling a kitchen, 

homeowners often overlook the 
sink, but it’s one element that 
can make a valuable style state-
ment. While shopping for a new 
sink and faucet, search for the 
highest quality materials, like 
stainless steel, that are just as 
beautiful as they are practical.

If you’re looking for a dra-

matic focal point — as well as 
a sink that can accommodate 
all your pots, baking sheets and 
glasses — try an apron-front 
design. This style has been 
modernized, accessorized and 
streamlined to suit the needs of 
today’s homeowners. Moen also 
offers a stainless steel version 
that gives this classic a contem-
porary twist.

With a great number of fau-
cets on the market, there’s a 
design for everyone. The time-
less feel of a traditional kitch-
en is still the most popular. If 
you want the perfect mix of 
fashion and function, try the 
new Brookshire kitchen fau-
cet from Moen, which features 
decorative touches and classic 
styling with a pullout design for 
at-your-fingertips water delivery. 
It’s equipped with the Reflex 
system for pulldown and pull-
out faucets, which offers self-re-
traction of the spray wand, as 
well as an exceptional range 
of motion, generous reach and 
secure docking retraction.

Be Smart With Appliances
Unlike a rug or lamp, kitchen 

appliances are not simple to re-
turn, so be smart when upgrad-
ing these items. Before making 
a purchase, it’s best to work 
with a professional for guidance, 

and weigh all factors, such as 
who uses the kitchen, how many 
people are cooking at one time 
and how often your family cooks.

If you’re an aspiring chef, 
consider a gas range that al-
lows you to control the flame 
with precision. If you’re a busy 
mom, electric versions allow 
you to heat food and boil water 
faster. It’s also important to 
consider finishes — if the rest of 
your fixtures are brushed nickel, 
you may want to opt for a stain-
less steel range, refrigerator and 
dishwasher for a coordinated 
look. 

Remember, even if a feature 
sounds interesting, it doesn’t 
mean you need it. It’s best to 
purchase what suits your needs 
and lifestyle. By making smart 
choices, and not splurging on 
unnecessary features, you’ll 
have the budget to spend money 
where it matters most for you.

Add an Island
Add beauty, function and 

value to the heart of the home 
with an island. Many homeown-
ers choose to build an island 
within their kitchen as a place 
for family and friends to gath-
er and socialize. A multi-level 
design with stools on one side 
can provide casual seating for 
guests, leaving the other side 

available for you to prepare 
food or serve appetizers.

If you like to cook and en-
tertain, you may also want a 
design that includes a bar/prep 
sink and beverage faucet — this 
will aid in prep and provide 
fresh drinking water. The SIP 

beverage faucet from Moen 
offers a coordinating style for 
every decorating taste. Enjoy 
cold, filtered water on demand, 
and the high-arc rotating spout 
allows for extra convenience 
when filling pitchers, coffee 
makers and more. H –BPT
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Beyond Sight: Consider the 
Sound of Your Windows

Like most things in the win-
dow business STC rated win-
dows or sound transmission 
class windows are often mis-
understood or misrepresented 
by salespeople. We’ve heard 
all sorts of stories and explana-
tions regarding sound control 
windows. The truth rarely gets 
out there, but here we will cut 
through the fluff to explain how 
the various options will work 
for you. We’ll look at what 
these ratings mean, where you 
will get the best bang for your 
buck and common mistakes 
people make when trying to 
keep their home quiet.

There are standard STC rated 
windows that can increase the 
efficiency of your home with 
specific options and then there 
are specially designed STC rated 
windows that are designed for 

very high noise applications 
around airports, railroad tracks, 
or busy city centers.

We’ll start with typical re-
placement windows. It is very 
common to hear a salesperson 
tell a customer that triple pane 
windows are a great way to re-
duce sound transmission. That 
seems plausible, as 3 panes 
of glass would likely be bet-
ter than 2, but in fact it is not 
the case. Triple pane windows 
have smaller air chambers than 
double pane windows and they 
sometimes use thinner glass as 
well to reduce the weight. As 
a result, triple pane windows 
will sometimes be worse than 
a typical double pane unit and 
will almost never be better.

An easy way to get a better 
STC rated window is to add 
dissimilar glass. This means one 

pane of glass is thicker than the 
other. A common way to ac-
complish this is to use laminat-
ed glass. Laminated glass is like 
the windshield of your car. It’s 
actually 2 pieces of glass with 
a piece of plastic in the middle. 
In a double pane window like 
this, one of the panes will be 
thick because it’s laminated and 
the other pane will be thinner 
because it’s not.

This is typically the best way 
to take a regular residential re-
placement window and make 
it a better STC rated window. 
The rating will increase by up 
to 20% using this method.

So what do these ratings 
mean? It’s always hard for folks 
to get their head around what 
does a rating of 27 mean or if 
another product has a rating 
of 33 how much better is that? 
One way to visualize this is to 
consider that a typical exterior 
wall with siding on the outside 
drywall on the inside will have 
a rating around 34. A wall with 
brick instead of siding will be a 
bit better.

Imagine being in a room with 
no windows, say a closet in your 
bedroom. If a firetruck pulled up 
outside with its sirens blaring 
you’d still hear it. Double pane 
windows are better than single 
pane windows, and double pane 
windows with laminated glass 
will be better than that, but none 
of these options are sound proof.

Are there better options? Yes, 
there are better STC rated win-
dows, but when you go too 
extreme the windows start to 
look a little unusual. This isn’t 
really an issue if you live on 
the side of the highway or the 
approach path to O’Hare, but if 

you’re just trying to block out 
the noise of those pesky kids 
next door you might want to 
weigh your options. The Quiet 
Line from Milgard uses 2 sash-
es to provide an extra layer of 
sound insulation. 

What are the common mis-
takes people make when try-
ing to keep their home quiet? 
The number one mistake we 
see folks make is to install fancy 
new triple pane windows in 
an effort to reduce the sound 
transmission. As discussed 
above that is typically a waste 

of money.
The other common mistake 

is to think that after installing 
new windows their home will 
be completely silent. The fact 
is that’s just not the case. New 
STC rated windows can make 
a substantial improvement in 
the efficiency of the home, but 
sound is getting in through your 
walls, your ceiling and your 
floor. Depending on how your 
home is built, there may not be 
an easy way to completely block 
out those pesky kids next door 
after all. H –The Window Dog

(soundproofing-windows.net)

Style Tips for Your Home
Beautify With BackSplashes 

— Tiling your backsplash is an 
easy update that instantly up-
grades a kitchen or bar space, 
and serves as a great conversa-
tion starter. A backsplash also 
can be a relatively inexpensive 
project with a stunning impact.

Metallics — To create a 
show-stopping visual effect, 
use metallics in details through-
out your home. Chrome and 
nickel are hot, and there’s a 
current resurgence of brass 
and gold. If you have metal in 
your backsplash tiles, add a 
centerpiece in the same metal 

to tie the entire room together. 
Keep in mind that less is more.

Geometric Patterns — Geo-
metric patterns are on trend. 
Geometric mosaic backsplash-
es, like the Penny Round Gloss 
White Porcelain Mosaic Tile 
leave a lasting impression. 

Wow With Window Treat-
ments — Don’t overlook the 
potential of your windows 
when adding pizzazz to your 
home. By using fabrics that 
feature a pattern, you can 
easily create temporary win-
dow treatments that bring a 
space together. Simply visit 

your local fabric store, pick 
out a bolt of two of fabric 
that blends with your aes-
thetic, and have the appropri-
ate lengths cut. Then simply 
drape and enjoy.

Give Your Fireplace a Facelift 
— A fireplace is the quint-
essential gathering spot for 
friends and family. A sleek 
stone makeover will update 
any drab or dated fireplace 
into a stylish focal point in 
your home. Add extra ambi-
ance with candles, flowers and 
other simple decor to make 
the space feel special. H –BPT
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Out-of-the-Ordinary Upgrades Can 
Enhance Livability and Value

Perhaps your home is in 
pretty good shape — newish 
roof, well-maintained furnace 
and air-conditioning, and fresh 
paint throughout. Or maybe 
you’ve bought a brand-new 
house that’s move-in ready. 
Even though you don’t really 
need to do a thing to the home, 
you may still have the urge to 
update. But what can you do 
when everything is already just 
about perfect?

Engaging in some out-of-the-
ordinary upgrades can enhance 
a home’s livability, your en-
joyment of it and — in some 
cases — its resale value down 
the road. Before you settle on 
an upgrade, ask yourself these 
key questions:
• Will it improve the home’s 

livability?
• Will it improve the healthful-

ness or security of the home 
environment?

• Is it a special feature that ap-
peals to your lifestyle?

• How difficult/easy will it be 
to maintain?

• Does it have hidden dollar 
value?
Here are some out-of-the-or-

dinary improvements that can 
increase enjoyment of a home 
while adding value:

Skylights
Skylights are a surprisingly 

affordable upgrade and it’s easy 
to see the lifestyle benefits they 
bring, including their ability to 
make both small and large areas 
seem even larger.

Skylights differentiate a 
home’s appearance while signifi-
cantly increasing the amount of 
natural light that enters a room 

— a huge bonus in spaces where 
wall windows aren’t practical or 
desirable, such as master closets 
or baths where privacy is para-
mount. Energy Star-qualified, so-
lar-powered, fresh-air skylights, 
like those from Velux America, 
also provide passive ventilation 
that improves indoor air quality. 
Fresh-air skylights operate with 
a programmable touch pad re-
mote control that also manages 
energy efficiency boosting ac-
cessories like blinds. Available 
in designer colors and patterns, 
solar powered skylight blinds 
further allow homeowners to 
control the amount of light and 
warmth that enters or leaves the 
room through the skylight. Solar 
powered skylights and blinds, 
along with installation costs, are 
eligible for a 30 percent federal 
tax credit. To learn more visit 
www.whyskylights.com.

Swimming Pool
The value of a swimming pool 

is subjective, so the most im-
portant questions to answer are 
whether a pool will fit your life-
style and if you’ll be up to main-
taining it. Pools can be a great 
way to relax or get in some 
exercise, bond with the kids or 
enjoy playtime with friends. But 
you’ll have to do some work 
for that fun, including regularly 
cleaning the pool, adding chem-
icals as needed and keeping the 
pump, lights, heater and other 
systems in good condition. You 
must also be aware of safety 
and take appropriate measures 
to protect children and pets 
when they’re near the pool.

Sunroom
A sunroom won’t improve 

your home’s energy efficiency 
the way a skylight can, but if 
the home has a great view or 
you relish communing with na-
ture, a sunroom can help boost 
your mood. While some expert 
do-it-yourselfers may be able to 
tackle a sunroom addition on 
their own, most homeowners 
will want to work with a profes-
sional contractor to ensure the 
structure is sound, well-insulat-
ed, efficient and built to code.

Backup Generator
While a backup generator is 

not a common home improve-
ment, installing one could be 
beneficial if your home is in a 
storm-prone area where power 
outages occur regularly. A gen-

erator may also be an import-
ant home enhancement if you 
have critical electrical systems 

that must stay on, such as 
medical devices for a home-
bound patient. H –BPT

Energy Star-qualified solar powered fresh air skylights provide balanced natural light and passive ventilation in 
your home while providing decorating flare. Solar powered fresh air skylights and blinds, which are operated by 
remote control, are eligible for a 30 percent federal tax credit as are installation costs.

Have your privacy plus abundant natural light in the bathroom with Sun 
Tunnel skylights. These tubular units are also easily and quickly installed 
in hallways, closets, laundry rooms, and other areas where conventional 
skylights aren’t the best choice. Light kits make them useful 24/7 and many 
styles of ceiling diffusers are available.
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How to Increase Storage in Tight Spaces
Cozy, quaint homes attract 

many homebuyers and renters. 
Be it a cottage-style house or a 
studio apartment, smaller living 
spaces often involve getting cre-
ative with storage.

People live in a smaller home 
for a variety of reasons. Some 
choose to live in a smaller home 
so they can be right in the thicks 
of things in a city or urban cen-
ter. Others scale back on living 
space in an effort to save money. 
But storage space in small quar-
ters is often at a premium, and 
thinking creatively is a necessity 
to keep the home tidy and items 
out of view.

Rainy or chilly days are the 
perfect times to tackle indoor 
organization projects. When the 
outdoors isn’t beckoning, you 
can devote all of your attention 
to addressing storage issues in 
your home. To begin, take in-
ventory of what you have, going 
through your possessions and 
determining what can stay and 
what can go. Part with anything 
you haven’t used in quite some 
time.

The next step is to sort items 
and get organized. Then you 
can find a place for everything. 
For example, if you have a 
dozen bath towels but only one 
sauce pot, you will need to find 

more room for linens than kitch-
en cookware. You may need to 
borrow space from one area 
of the home to give to another 
area. The following are some 
additional tips to increase space 
in an otherwise cramped home.

Add shelves. Increase cab-
inet and closet space by add-
ing shelves into them. This 
may double or even triple the 
amount of usable space, es-
pecially if you customize the 
shelving to fit storage contain-
ers you use to store everything 
from shoes to craft items.

Opt for dual-purpose fur-
niture. Benches with lids that 
lift up and sofas that convert 

into guest beds are just a few of 
the many ways you can keep a 
small home neat and increase 
storage space. An ottoman is a 
great place to store extra blan-
kets and linens, while a trunk 
or crate with a sturdy top can 
be used in lieu of a traditional 
coffee table to keep books or 
board games. 

Think vertically. When floor 
space is at a premium, you may 
need to look up for storage. Fre-
quently used pots and pans can 
be hung from a decorative rack 
in your kitchen. Use magnets 
on jars to store a spice rack on 
the wall near the stove. Racks 
above cabinets or on doors can 

be used to store everything from 
shoes to jewelry to toiletries. 
Shelving in children’s rooms 
can store lesser-used toys away 
from the floor. Empty walls are 
valuable real estate in a small 
home, and tall bookshelves can 
house a number of different 
things.

Take advantage of oddly 
shaped crevices. If you have 
space under a staircase or a 
spot by a dormer or in an attic 
eave, use the space to store 
items. You may need to get cre-
ative, such as adding a door and 
small closet into the staircase, 
but such spaces make practical 
storage areas and add character 
to a home.

Use see-through storage con-
tainers. Many people find that 
plastic storage bins are neater 
and more stackable than boxes. 
See-through bins enable you to 
quickly find items so that you 
are not searching around the 
house for lost items and creat-
ing a bigger mess along the way. 
Clear storage containers work 
in the refrigerator, too. You can 
more easily spot leftovers, and 
uniform stacking containers free 
up more room for bulkier items.

Make use of space beneath 
your bed. There likely is ample 
room to store more things than 

just dust bunnies beneath your 
bed. A bed frame with built-in 
drawers is the perfect place to 
keep bed linens and out-of-sea-
son clothes. Beds can be raised 
on blocks to create more space 
underneath for storing rolling 
plastic containers and even sel-
dom-used suitcases.

Opt for an armoire. Armoires 
are not exclusive to bedrooms. 
Armoires can be used in dining 
spaces or in dens to store items 
out of sight. An armoire can be 
used when retrofitted with a 
pullout shelf as a laptop desk, 
storing all office items behind 
closed doors when not needed. 

Improve storage in the bath-
room. Try to choose a vanity 
that has under-the-sink stor-
age so you will have a place to 
store some toiletries. Home im-
provement centers sell cabinets 
and etageres that can be placed 
above the toilet tank as a stor-
age space for bathroom items. 
In the shower, hang a second 
tension-loaded shower curtain 
rod on the inside of the shower 
enclosure that can be used to 
hold bags of kids bath toys and 
other toiletries, keeping them 
off the tub ledges.

When you think creatively, 
you can maximize storage space 
even in a small home. H –Metro

Smart Power Outage Hacks 
for Homeowners

It’s storm season across the 
United States, and with the 
wind and rain also comes power 
outages. No matter where you 
live, power outages are likely 
to happen at some point. That’s 
why now is the perfect time to 
be proactive.

Even if they last for just an 
hour or two, power outages are 
a major inconvenience. Here 
are 10 power outage hacks from 
the experts at Kohler Generators 
that can help you ride out the 
storm, making things a bit easi-
er and more comfortable for you 
and your family.

Homemade headlamp lantern 
— Start by filling a gallon milk 
jug with water and screw on the 
cap tightly. Strap a headlamp to 
the jug, facing the light inward. 
The water amplifies the light to 
create a “lantern” to illuminate 
an entire room. 

Worry-free cooler — When a 
freezer loses power, food slow-
ly thaws and ice melts, mak-
ing a huge watery mess. For 

temporary worry-free cooling, 
turn your clothes washer into 
a cooler. Open, fill it with ice 
and any other items that need 
cooling, then close. As the ice 
melts, the water will go right 
down the drain. 

Safe drinking water — If a 
storm is in the forecast, fill up 
milk jugs with tap water and 
freeze. This “block” of ice can 
be used to keep food cold or 

you can use it for safe drinking 
water as it melts. 

Toys for kids — When making 
a preparedness kit with neces-
sities like flashlights and a first-
aid kit, make sure to add in 
some items for the kids. A small 
bag of toys and a few puzzles 
or coloring activities can keep 
kids occupied when there’s no 
electricity. 

DIY candles — Place a cotton 

ball or string in the middle of 
a can of cooking oil. Light the 
cotton end to create a candle. 

Fill up on propane — Hot food 
is a missed luxury when the 
stove doesn’t work. Plan ahead 
by keeping your grill and a tank 
of propane at the ready so you 
can cook or heat up food. 

Extend your phone bat tery 
— Close unused apps and put 
your phone on airplane mode 

to save battery life. Only use 
your phone when absolutely 
necessary. 

Clean up with baby wipes — A 
few boxes of baby wipes are a 
cheap way to stay clean if your 
sink or shower doesn’t work. 
Plus they’re great for wiping up 
drips and spills. 

Invest in a standby genera-
tor — A permanent, standby 
generator by Kohler features a 
commercial engine that auto-
matically turns on during an 
outage to power lights, heating/
cooling systems, refrigerators, 
sump pumps, home security 
systems and more. Learn more 
at KohlerGenerators.com. 

Turn off and unplug — Turn 
off major appliances such as 
water heaters, stoves and air 
conditioning units. Unplug 
other appliances such as TVs, 
stereos, microwaves and com-
puters. This will prevent dam-
age to appliances and possible 
overloads to the system when 
power is restored. H –BPT

An automatic standby generator, like this one from Kohler, is the ultimate power hack because it ensures your home 
stays up-and-running during a power outage.
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Innovative Firsts For The Kitchen 
You’ll Want To Know About

Today’s kitchens offer more 
than a place to cook — they are 
also a high-design destination. 
Here’s a look at the latest ad-
vances, technologies and inno-
vative new products — the first 

of their kind — that you won’t 
want to miss:
• Imagine a refrigerator with a 

built-in, single-serve coffee 
and tea maker. That means 
filtered water, increased 

counter space and no more 
reservoir refilling. You can 
even preset the brew time 
from a smartphone app.

• You can control your smart 
oven with an app from any-
where in the house so food is 
hot and ready when you are.

• Never guess how hot you want 
your food to be. There’s now 
a frying pan with its own ther-
mometer that alerts you when 
it’s time to flip the pancakes.

• The IKON® Apron Front Sin-
gle Bowl Sink from BLANCO 

— a company long known for 
its forward-thinking fixtures 

— has made the first Apron 
Front sink crafted from SIL-
GRANIT®, a patented granite 
composite material that won’t 
scratch or stain and is heat 
resistant up to 536° F.
The sink is one of the most 

heavily used areas of the kitch-
en and apron front sinks ex-

perience more contact than 
traditional undermount sinks. 
Beautifully designed, this apron 
front sink will be a focal point 
in the kitchen and will uniquely 
maintain its beauty with sci-
entifically proven technologies 
that keep the surface pristine 
and hygienic for the lifetime 
of the kitchen. BLANCO has 
been making SILGRANIT® sinks 
for over 30 years, and has re-
cently improved the material, 
resulting in an even smoother 
surface that is easier to clean. 
SILGRANIT® also comes in eight 
exciting on-trend colors.

 Another “first of a kind” in-
novation from BLANCO is a 
unique patented Floating Grid 

accessory, which rests along 
the walls of the sink and can be 
used as an additional worksta-
tion for prepping and cleaning 
or as a trivet on the countertop. 
Since the grid is not needed to 
protect the sink surface, it floats 
gently above the sink bottom 
(above any debris and water) to 
be used as a multitasking work 
area that’s clean and easy to 
reach. It can easily handle the 
weight of most pots and pans.

More good news: In addition 
to its innovative products, BLAN-
CO also has a long tradition of 
environmental stewardship and 
production facilities that operate 
to strict environmental perfor-
mance standards. H –NAPSA

An apron front sink is comfortable and convenient to use, in keeping with 
the trend toward clever kitchen gadgets and appliances.

Save Energy and Money With 
Home Lighting Techniques

From the kitchen, basement or 
even the couch, you can now turn 
lights on or off remotely, create 

“zones” of activity and control 
every shade of light and color in 
your home without ever flipping 
a switch. These benefits — along 
with the ability to save energy 
and money — are just a few rea-
sons why consumers are rapidly 
adopting automated lighting and 
wireless or cloud-based home 
management systems. 

While these systems aren’t new, 
the ability to combine them with 
apps and the most energy-effi-
cient lighting technology is. In 
fact, it’s allowing homeowners 
to use them in ways they never 
thought possible. One example 
is readily matching your fami-
ly’s lifestyle with energy-saving 
lighting controls. You can use 
your smartphone or tablet to en-
hance home security by remotely 
monitoring and adjusting lighting 
status throughout the house while 
you’re away. You can integrate 
lighting controls with motion 
sensors to dim or turn off lights 
automatically when a room is 
unoccupied. In some cases, you 
can even have lights flash when 
the phone or doorbell rings to 
speed response. 

Pairing these systems with 
Energy Star-certified LED bulb 
technology will allow for even 
faster payback. LEDs use 75 to 

80 percent less energy than incan-
descent bulbs which, according 
to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, will help you save about 
$6 per bulb or about $14 a fix-
ture annually on your energy bill. 
With the addition of lighting con-
trols, you can save even more.

Some LED bulb solutions may 
look like familiar light bulbs, and 
some may not. To help you “bulb 
up” on selecting the right LED 
light for each area of your home, 
the New York State Energy Re-
search and Development Author-
ity (NYSERDA) offers all the re-
sources you need. On its website, 
you’ll find instructions on how to 

read the Lighting Facts label on 
LED packaging, charts on warm 
and cool lighting, bulb shapes 
and a handy calculator to help 
you see how much you can save 
while setting up your specific 
bulb functions.

Once you get your LEDs and 
your automated lighting set up, 
you’ll have plenty of time to reap 
the advantages — especially con-
sidering that Energy Star-certified 
LEDs can last up to 49,000 hours 
longer than the usual 1,000 hours 
you get from a standard incan-
descent bulb. So, have fun using 
more futuristic apps, well into the 
future. H –NewsUSA
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Improve Your Outdoor Space 
With Retaining Walls

When you picture a retaining 
wall, do you imagine it holding 
back dirt? That’s the most com-
mon use for retaining walls — 
to address elevation changes 
and prevent erosion. But con-
crete segmental retaining wall 
(SRW) units are multi-purpose 
landscaping tools with many 
more uses.

Site planners, engineers, 
landscape architects, designers, 
developers and builders have 
long relied on SRWs to man-
age sloping properties, provide 
more usable space, or create 
stadium seating. Homeowners, 
too, have discovered retaining 
walls can be used to create 
functional outdoor features, 
says Scott Arnold, manager of 
Villa Landscapes in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.
“Because segmental retaining 

walls are both durable and 
beautiful, landscapers and 
homeowners can use them to 
create outdoor seating, raised 
patios and other features,” 

says Arnold. “They are the 
perfect building block to create 
grill islands, outdoor kitchens 
and so much more.” 

Most SRWs are easy to in-
stall, which is an important 
consideration for both land-
scape professionals and do-it-
yourselfers, Arnold said. With 
retaining wall systems, home-
owners and landscapers can 
create freestanding walls, seat 
walls, columns, stairs, planters 
and other features without the 
need for special units.

Stunning Seating — While 
commercial installers often use 
SRW units for amphitheater 
and stadium seating, retaining 
walls can also be used to cre-
ate beautiful and durable out-
door seating on a smaller scale, 
from freestanding walls that 
double as seating, to two-tiered 
seat walls. VERSA-LOK SRWs 
can be used to easily create a 
curved “couch” seating area 
that works well as a solution 
around a patio and fire pit for 

fall evenings.
Ditch the Deck — Raised pa-

tios built with retaining wall 
units are a low maintenance 
option to replace aging wooden 
decks that require continual 

maintenance. Villa Landscapes 
designed a raised deck replace-
ment in Minnesota with SRWs 
from ground level to 42-inches 
tall to support a paving stone 
patio. Stairs also built with 
SRWs connect the patio to the 
home and yard.

The result was a beautiful, 
spacious and low-maintenance 
patio with the added advantage 
of a clear view of the backyard. 
Willow Creek Paving Stones 
pavers were used for the patio, 
surrounded with a contrast-
ing course of river rock that 
serves as a visual and physical 
boundary as well as a space for 
potted plants.

Create Curb Appeal — Where 
the yard meets the driveway, 
retaining walls can be installed 
as a barrier to protect the lawn 
from damage caused by tire 
tracks, plowing or deicing. A 
tiered arrangement that ad-
dresses a slope in the yard adds 
space for plants and shrubs. 
Freestanding walls are often 
built along property lines on 
corner lots to prevent unwant-
ed traffic from cutting across 
the yard.

Columns created using re-
taining wall units can be paired 
with any style home, from clas-
sic to contemporary, to add 
curb appeal. When the front 
entryway is freshened up with 
seat walls and other features, 
the space functions like an 
old-fashioned porch for visiting 
and other outdoor activities.

A Place for Plants — Tree 
rings and planters built with 
retaining wall units create a 
tidy solution around hard-to-
maintain areas, such as shal-

low-rooted trees and other 
problem spots. Planters and 
tree rings can function as us-
able space for perennials, an-
nuals, vegetables and herbs. 
SRWs such as VERSA-LOK can 
be used to create planter walls 
up to 4-feet tall without the 
need for geogrid reinforcement. 
VERSA-Green, a plantable wall 
system that mimics a hanging 
garden, provides a stunning 
living wall solution. 

Build a Backyard — A home-
owner in Apple Valley, Minne-
sota, nicknamed her unmow-
able back yard “Billy Goat Hill” 
because there was no yard 
space and no safe way to ac-
cess her garden and fire pit at 
the top. Plus, erosion was a 
continual problem.

Devine Design Landscapes of 
Rosemount, Minnesota, solved 
the problem by excavating for 
a small back yard and creating 
tiers of retaining walls with 
offset stairs, patio landings and 
seat walls. The result was a 
small, usable backyard space 
with safe access to the hilltop 
and ample planting space for 
perennials.
“With VERSA-LOK, I could 

use the same block to build 
the retaining walls, steps and 
seat walls,” says Paul Devine, 
owner of Devine Design Land-
scapes. “The pinned system 
provides a high ratio of weight 
per square foot of wall face 
plus extreme flexibility in de-
sign. Back-locking lip walls 
are not as structurally sound 
as a pinned system, and hol-
low blocks do not provide the 
stability required for large 
tiered walls.” H –BPT
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