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A New Tour Without Tiger Is No Tour at All
by DOUG FERGUSON

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Jay Mona-
han was at Torrey Pines for the 
annual players meeting, most of 
it pertaining to the potential of a 
financial windfall for top players.

Five days later, after so much 
chatter and speculation, the pos-
sibility had moved close enough 
to reality that the PGA Tour 
commissioner felt compelled to 
return. After all, Tiger Woods 
was five shots behind. Monahan 
thought he should be there if 
Woods were to set the record 
with career win No. 83.

Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the second hole of the South Course 
at Torrey Pines during the final round of the Farmers Insurance golf tour-
nament Sunday, Jan. 26, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy)

Simpson Rallies to Beat Finau 
In Phoenix Open Playoff

by JOHN NICHOLSON
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 

Webb Simpson was in big trou-
ble when he drove into the right-
side water on the par-5 15th.

“I didn’t think it was over,” 
Simpson said. “But I thought, 
‘I’m going to really have to do 
something special to get back 
in it.”’

He did — at friend Tony Fi-
nau’s expense Sunday in the 
Waste Management Phoenix 
Open on a TPC Scottsdale 
course that played tougher with 
firm greens and a touch of wind.

Simpson birdied the final two 
Webb Simpson holds the champion’s trophy and wears the winner’s 
jacket as he stands with the Thunderbirds Charities members after the 
final round of the Waste Management Phoenix Open. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

Celebrating Three Prominent 
African-American Mentors in Golf
by CHARLES DILLAHUNT
It’s great to play golf or work 

in the industry, but without an 
experienced mentor to help an-
swer questions and clear a path 
to success, it could be easy to fall 
short of your dreams. 

Many PGA Professionals are 
paving new paths, including 
African-American PGA Profes-
sionals Jeff Dunovant, PGA; 
Mackenzie Mack, PGA, LPGA, 
MBA; and Howie Pruitt, PGA. 
Each is making an impact on 

Jeff Dunovant with his daughter, Kendall.

Simpson — PAGE 6

Mentors — PAGE 5

Without Tiger — PAGE 7

Finish Player Earnings ($)
1 Webb Simpson 1,314,000
2 Tony Finau 795,700
3 Justin Thomas 386,900
3 Bubba Watson 386,900
3 Nate Lashley 386,900
6 Max Homa 255,500
6 Scott Piercy 255,500
8 Adam Long 228,125
9 Daniel Berger 170,767
9 Billy Horschel 170,767
9 Branden Grace 170,767
9 Jon Rahm 170,767
9 Mark Hubbard 170,767

Talking Points in 
Golf This Week

by JED COURT
Paris (AFP) — Graeme Mc-

Dowell claimed his first Euro-
pean Tour title since 2014 in 
Saudi Arabia to move into the 
world’s top 50 on Sunday, while 
Webb Simpson lengthened Tony 
Finau’s trophy drought with a 
play-off victory at Scottsdale.

Here, AFP Sport looks at 
three talking points in golf this 
week:

Race for the Masters
McDowell’s two-shot victory 

over Dustin Johnson saw the 
former US Open champion rise 
57 places in the world rankings 

to 47th and close in on a return 
to the Masters after a three-year 
absence.

The world’s top 50 at the end 
of March will be invited to Au-
gusta National for April’s open-
ing major of the year, with play-
ers jostling for a last-minute spot.

“My big goal this year was 
to be back in the top 50 in the 
world, back competing in the big 
tournaments,” said McDowell, 
who won the 2010 US Open at 
Pebble Beach.

American youngster Collin 
Morikawa is another player 
edging closer to Magnolia 

McDowell’s win took him back into the world’s top 50. (AFP Photo/Sam 
Greenwood)

WMPO Purse Payout: Simpson 
Clears Over $1.3 Million

Here  i s  the  comple te 
purse breakdowns for winner 
Webb Simpson and the rest 

of the players who made the 
cut at the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open:

Payout — PAGE 3

Talking Points — PAGE 8
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RDGA Celebrates Past President, 
Volunteer, Wilson Fitch as he 

Retires From the RDGA Board
On Thursday, January 16, his-

toric Oak Hill Country Club host-
ed RDGA staff, volunteers and 
friends who gathered to honor 
past President Wilson Fitch, who 

officially retired from the RDGA 
Board of Directors after more 
than 25 years of service.

During the special ceremony, 
Fitch was presented with a per-
sonal letter addressed to him by 
USGA Chief Executive Officer 
Mike Davis, who congratulated 
and thanked him for his nearly 

40 years of volunteer service 
to the RDGA—and for his ded-
ication to the Rules of Golf and 
growing the game in the Roch-
ester area.

Fitch, 91, began as a volunteer 
Rules official in the mid 1980s 
and continues to serve as a Se-
nior Rules official. x

Red Hot Gavin Hall Opens 2020 Minor League 
Golf Tour Season With One Win, Two Seconds

Last year, Pittsford native 
Gavin Hall—a past RDGA District 
Champion and standout collegiate 
player for the University of Texas 
— burned up the Minor League 
Golf Tour, winning six times 
in just his third full season on the 
professional mini-tour.

This year — in just the first 
week of play on the 2020 
MLGT — Hall has continued 
the red-hot pace with which he 
finished the 2019 season, win-
ning once and finishing second 

twice, including a sudden death 
playoff last Thursday.

On Friday, January 24, Hall 
opened the 2020 MLGT sched-
ule with a four under par 68 for 
his seventh victory on the Tour 
at the Fox Club Winter Classic 
in Palm City, Florida. Hall, 25, 
sandwiched birdies at the eighth 
and ninth holes with a bogey at 
the par-4 fourth and an eagle 
at the par-5 12th at The Fox 
Club. He received $760 from 
the $3,600 purse, raising his ca-

reer earnings to $20,823 since 
September 2017.

Last Tuesday, January 28, Hall 
competed in the MLGT’s first 
major championship of the year, 
the 2020 Major I in Coral Springs, 
FL, where he posted scores of 62-
65—127 on an eagle and 11 
birdies. Despite the outstanding 
scores, Hall finished three shots 
back in second place behind 
Chase Koepka — younger brother 
of two-time U.S. Open Champion 
Brooks Koepka — who post-
ed scores of 60-64--124 for 
his 11th career victory on the 
MLGT.

On Thursday, Hall entered the 
most recent MLGT event, hosted 
by the Florida Club in Stuart, 
FL, where he finished in a tie 
in regulation at 8-under par 64 
with Andrew McCain from Min-
neapolis, MN. In the playoff, Mc-
Cain birdied the 2nd playoff hole 
to earn his first win on the Minor 
League Golf Tour. Both players 
halved the first playoff hole with 
par 3’s. On the second playoff 
hole, both players were near the 
green in two on the par-5. Hall 

would fail to get it up and down 
and McCain drained his 15-foot 
birdie putt for the win.

Hall’s next event on the MLGT 

was on Monday, January 3, with 
the Honda Pre Qualifier Tune 
Up at PGA Estate in Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL. x
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PICKING UP WHERE HE LEFT OFF:  Gavin Hall closes out his seventh 
career victory on the Minor League Golf Tour at the Fox Club Winter 
Classic in Palm City, Florida on Monday, January 24. (MLGT)

SPECIAL RECOGNITION: During a special ceremony at Oak Hill Country 
Club on January 16, RDGA President Mark Battle, right, presented a 
letter of thanks and congratulations to past President Wilson Fitch, left, 
from USGA CEO Mike Davis. (RDGA/Dave Eaton)
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2020 Blue Bay LPGA Canceled 
Due To Health Concerns

Given the current health con-
cerns and significant travel re-
strictions put in place due to 
the coronavirus in China, the 
LPGA along with our partners 
in China have made the deci-
sion to cancel the 2020 Blue 
Bay LPGA, which was sched-
uled to take place March 5-8 
on Hainan Island. Any time you 
cancel an event, it is a difficult 
decision and we appreciate how 
hard our title partner (Blue Bay), 

IMG, the China LPGA and the 
China Golf Association have 
worked to host an incredible 
event. The health and safety 
of our players, fans and every-
one working on the event is al-
ways our highest priority. While 
we are disappointed that the 
tournament won’t take place 
this season, we look forward to 
going back to Blue Bay in 2021 
and for many years to come. x

©LPGAS.com

(Getty Images)

Finish Player Earnings ($)
9 Byeong Hun An 170,767
9 Hudson Swafford 170,767
16 Patrick Rodgers 97,211
16 Hideki Matsuyama 97,211
16 Brandon Hagy 97,211
16 Keith Mitchell 97,211
16 Matt Kuchar 97,211
16 Harris English 97,211
16 Russell Knox 97,211
16 J.B. Holmes 97,211
16 Xander Schauffele 97,211
25 Bud Cauley 52,600
25 Carlos Ortiz 52,600
25 Danny Lee 52,600
25 Harry Higgs 52,600
25 James Hahn 52,600
25 Xinjun Zhang 52,600
25 Collin Morikawa 52,600
25 Luke List 52,600
25 Tom Hoge 52,600
34 Doc Redman 39,785
34 Sungjae Im 39,785
34 Wyndham Clark 39,785
37 Kevin Tway 34,675
37 Rickie Fowler 34,675
37 J.T. Poston 34,675
40 Gary Woodland 28,835
40 Adam Hadwin 28,835
40 Charley Hoffman 28,835
40 Aaron Baddeley 28,835
40 John Huh 28,835
45 Andrew Landry 23,725
45 Corey Conners 23,725
47 J.J. Spaun 20,951
47 Sebastian Munoz 20,951
49 Brian Harman 18,809
49 Keegan Bradley 18,809
49 Nick Taylor 18,809
52 Sung Kang 17,593
52 Bryson DeChambeau 17,593
52 Brice Garnett 17,593
55 Grayson Murray 16,936
55 Sam Ryder 16,936
55 Martin Laird 16,936
55 K.J. Choi 16,936
59 Chesson Hadley 16,498
59 Denny McCarthy 16,498
61 Talor Gooch 16,206
61 Patton Kizzire 16,206
63 Jimmy Walker 15,841
63 C.T. Pan 15,841
63 Dylan Frittelli 15,841
66 Beau Hossler 15,841 x

© Golf Channel
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Quigley Wins Morocco Champions in 
Second PGA TOUR Champions Start
(AP) — Brett Quigley won the 

Morocco Champions in his sec-
ond PGA TOUR Champions 
start, saving par on the final two 
holes Saturday to hold off Ste-
phen Ames by a stroke.

The 50-year-old Quigley won 
a PGA TOUR-sanctioned event 
for the first time since taking the 
2001 Arkansas Classic for his 
second victory on what is now 
the Korn Ferry Tour.

“It’s been so long since I won 
a tournament,” Quigley said. 
“Just incredible. It’s weird, I had 
a peace all week, I was pretty 
comfortable all week. I wouldn’t 
say I was nervous until the last 
hole here on my second putt, 
but just felt comfortable and just 
felt comfortable here in Mar-
rakesh.”

Quigley got into the field for 
the PGA TOUR Champions first 
African event as one of the top 
10 available players from the 
PGA TOUR’s career money list. 
He had five runner-up finishes in 
408 starts on the PGA TOUR, 
earning more than $11 million.

Three strokes behind Ames 
entering the day, Quigley shot 
his second straight 6-under 66 
to finish at 15-under 201 at 
Samanah Golf Club. Ames, the 
leader after each of the first two 
days, had a 70.

Ames birdied the par-5 16th 
and par-3 17th to pull within 
one, with Quigley saving par on 
17 with a 5-footer. Ames got 
up-and-down for par from off 
the right side of the green on 
the par-4 18th, making a 7-foot 
putt, and Quigley ran in a 6-foot-
er for the victory.

“I was able to get myself back 
into the hunt, make it a little bit 
more exciting coming down at 
the end there and I think that’s 
good for me inside,” Ames said. 
“I didn’t give up, I kept trying, 
I grinded the round out. I still 
got 70 out of it even though I 

had four bogeys today. At the 
end of the day I didn’t win, but 
I finished second. It’s a good 
start to the year for me. I’m very 
happy.”

Quigley, the nephew of 11-
time PGA TOUR Champions 
winner Dana Quigley, tied for 
64th in Calgary, Alberta, in Sep-
tember in his first PGA TOUR 
Champions tournament. The 
Rhode Island player made a 
PGA TOUR start last year and 
played seven Korn Ferry Tour 
events.

“I think it helped not having 
been playing too much the last 
few years,” Quigley said. “I had 
a lot of years off. I had a leg 
problem, I had three fractured 
vertebrae, so I’ve been home for 
almost seven years raising girls. 
I think a different perspective.”

Quigley saved par on the 
par-4 13th with a 20-footer to 
maintain a one-stroke lead over 
Ames, then made a 40-footer 

for birdie from the front of the 
green on the par-3 14th, with 
the ball banging into flag stick 
and falling in. Ames bogeyed 
the hole to give Quigley a three-
stroke lead. Both players bo-
geyed the par-4 15th.

Quigley played a six-hole stretch 
on the front nine in 5 under — 
making an eagle on the par-5 
fifth and three birdies — and also 
birdied the par-4 11th.

“Got off to a good start. Then 
it’s funny,” Quigley said, “I 
missed a short one on eight for 
birdie and then I started thinking 
about score, thinking about the 
tournament, just kind of got a lit-
tle bit in my own way. Somehow 
hit some good shots coming in 
and made some big putts.”

Doug Barron (68) and Scott 
Parel (69) tied for third at 11 
under. Bernhard Langer (71), 
Woody Austin (66) and Jose Maria 
Olazabal (71) were 10 under.  x

©PGA TOUR

Brett Quigley held off Stephen Ames by one stroke to win the Morocco 
Champions. (Karim Tibari/PGA TOUR)
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Leonard Kamsler Receives PGA of America 
Lifetime Achievement Award in Photojournalism

by BOB DENNEY
(PGA) — Leonard Kamsler 

— the Dean of Golf Photogra-
phy, whose pioneering efforts in 
motion interpretation of the golf 
swing resulted in many of golf’s 
legendary images — has been 
named the inaugural recipient 
of the PGA of America Lifetime 
Achievement Award in Photo-
journalism. 

Recognizing the vital role that 
photography has in chronicling 
the rich history of golf, the PGA 
of America celebrates individuals 
who have promoted and hon-
ored the game by establishing 
the PGA Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Photojournalism.

Kamsler, 84, a resident of New 
York City, will be honored on May 
13 — in conjunction with the 
2020 PGA Championship at 
Harding Park in San Francisco.

Born in Raleigh, North Car-
olina, and a 1957 graduate of 
Duke University, Kamsler grew 
up with two primary interests — 
photography and magic. At age 
12, Kamsler received a movie 
camera from his father — and 
began developing his creative 

skills. Kamsler also learned that 
becoming a magician was a frag-
ile career and began turning his 
attention to photography.

Kamsler’s drive to produce 
quality images resulted in an 
unprecedented study of the golf 
swing along with fascinating vi-
suals of the game’s premier per-
formers, eventually building an 
unparalleled library of more than 
200,000 images. But prior to 
his becoming a freelance success 
in golf, Kamsler’s first job out of 
college was working under New 
York City photographer Milton 
Green, whose star client was film 
icon Marilyn Monroe.

From 1959 through 2019, 
Kamsler primarily worked for 
GOLF Magazine, and intermit-
tently contributed to Golf Digest, 
Golf World, and PARGolf.

In addition to receiving the 
adulation of his peers, he also 
is a valued mentor to aspiring 
photographers.

While a student in art appre-
ciation class at Duke University, 
Kamsler had an epiphany.

“I was in a class led by Pro-
fessor W.K. (Bill) Stars,” said 

Kamsler. “He said to ‘exhaust 
the possibilities of whatever you 
do, take it all the way. I didn’t 
know at the time that I was find-
ing the greatest thing that could 
happen to me. Professor Stars 
had a poster over his door with 
words I have never forgotten: 
‘Will I Be a Teacher They Will 
Always Remember?’ ” 

“Leonard Kamsler’s legacy ex-
tends beyond talent and an eye 
for capturing the best in golf,” 
said PGA of America President 
Suzy Whaley. “His impact upon 
his profession extends for gener-
ations by the photographers that 
he took under his wing to give 
encouragement and guidance. 
The PGA of America is proud 
that Leonard is the first recipient 
of this award. His enthusiasm 
and quality of work covering this 
great game will remain the gold 
standard in photojournalism.” 

Kamsler worked 40 consec-
utive Masters (from 1963 to 
2002), and left his own indelible 
mark upon Augusta National 
Golf Club as the first to set up 
remote-control cameras behind 
holes 12 and 15. Kamsler also 
covered PGA Championships 
from 1965 to ’81, the 1963 
Ryder Cup, the 1989 Open 
Championship and 22 U.S. 
Open Championships.

“When I got the call that I 
would receive this award, I was 
swept away,” said Kamsler. “I 
always felt that if I could help, 
I did. I didn’t feel threatened by 
others. Some don’t want to give 
others the time of day; they’re 
afraid that they would lose a dol-
lar. I had clients that stuck with 
me and gave me a living.

“When I started freelancing, 
I found that you had to have a 
patentable idea to present to an 
employer. They were not easy to 
come up with.”

In 1957, Kamsler spent time 
with Professor Harold Edgerton 
of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT). Edgerton, 
nicknamed “Papa Flash,” was 
credited with transforming the 
stroboscope into a common de-
vice — the strobe light. From 
the time spent with Edgerton, 
Kamsler would go on to develop 
never-before-seen angles and 

effects in photography. 
He worked with a Hulcher 

35mm camera, manufactured in 
Hampton, Virginia, with the ca-
pacity to fire 75 frames per sec-
ond. Kamsler used the legendary 
Hasselblad camera for portraits 
and set-up photography.

Kamsler’s collection of more 
than 400 golf swing sequences 
is a rapid-fire gallery highlighted 
by golf legends from Sam Snead, 
Tony Lema, Arnold Palmer and 
Jack Nicklaus to Johnny Miller, 
Mickey Wright, Kathy Whitworth 
and Tiger Woods.

Additionally, Kamsler’s eye for 
detail and skill in lighting enabled 
him to branch into freelance 
stints with the Harlem Globe-
trotters overseas, and to Las 
Vegas to work with Siegfried 
& Roy, Disney on Ice and the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus.

His ability to capture personal-
ities with his camera also made 
him the toast of country music 
lovers. 

Beginning in the early 1970s, 
Kamsler spent a decade photo-
graphing many of the legendary 
performers in Nashville, Tennes-
see. His collection is now on dis-
play in the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum. Twenty-five 
images were among a 2019 
PBS documentary miniseries, 
“Country Music,” by award-win-
ning filmmaker Ken Burns.

Said one industry admirer, 
Kamsler’s work “helped change 
the perception of country 
music.” Through more than a 
half century of delivering cap-
tivating golf images, Kamsler’s 
proudest moment wasn’t the 
result of his lens.

American and European golf 
photographers used to gather 
prior to the Ryder Cup for a 
match play competition that 
began in 1991 and has since 
been discontinued.

The prize in the “Kamsler 
Friendship Kup” was a statuette in 
the shape of a Buddha — bearing 
Leonard’s face.  x

One of Leonard Kamsler’s iconic photos of Jack Nicklaus at the 1979 PGA Championship (Leonard Kamsler/Getty Images)

Ben Hogan speaking to the media in the locker room during the US Open 
at the Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, New Jersey, circa June 1967. 
(Leonard Kamsler/Popperfoto via Getty Images) 

Arnold Palmer in the cockpit of his Cessna Citation private jet in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, circa 1982. (Leonard Kamsler/Popperfoto via Getty Images) 

Raymond Floyd contemplating his next move at a chess set with golfers as 
chess pieces at his home, circa 1989. (Leonard Kamsler/Popperfoto via Getty Images) 
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the next generation of the golf 
industry as mentors.

The son of renowned PGA 
Member Harold Dunovant, 
Jeff and his dad are the first 
African-American father-son 
duo to become PGA Quarter 
Century Members (at least 25 
years of PGA Membership). Jeff 
was mentored by his father and 
some of his dad’s closest friends 
in the industry, including Afri-
can-American golf legends Lee 
Elder, Calvin Peete and Charlie 
Sifford.

“I love this game, and I’m 
willing to do anything to see it 
grow,” said Jeff Dunovant. “My 
love of the game came from 
hanging around my dad at the 
courses where he was a head 
professional, and being in the 
golf atmosphere around great 
black golfers. I would hit balls 
daily, take lessons, and before I 
knew it, I was obsessed with it.”

Now the PGA Director of Golf 
Operations and Head Profes-
sional for The First Tee of Metro 
Atlanta and Jon A. White Park 
Golf Course, Dunovant is a men-
tor for the next generation of 
golf employees. He is also a var-
sity golf coach at Drew Charter 
School, which in 2019 became 
the first all-African American 
high school golf team to win a 
Georgia state championship.

“For me, it was always import-
ant to make sure younger kids 
had someone who looked like 
me in this role,” Dunovant ex-
plained. “It serves as real motiva-
tion when you see someone who 
looks like you in where you want 
to be. I always make it a point to 

go out of my way to help young-
er, diverse individuals, because I 
know it means the future of this 
industry will become just that.”

One person to benefit from 
Dunovant’s mentorship is his 
daughter, Kendall.

“Kendall now works for the 
USGA as a Rules Coordinator, 
and she decided to take that 
job because she saw that her fa-
ther and grandfather both loved 
working in the industry,” said 
Dunovant. “She wasn’t always 
sure she wanted to work in golf, 
but because she had two golf 
mentors right in front of her, 
it became an easier and more 
attractive decision.”

Dunovant played for Fayette-

ville State University in the most 
culturally significant champion-
ship in collegiate golf, the PGA 
WORKS Collegiate Champion-
ship. Dunovant returns to the 
event each year at PGA Golf 
Club in Port St. Lucie, Florida, to 
mentor current student-athletes 
from Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities, Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institutions and other mi-
nority-serving educational insti-
tutions. 

Mackenzie Mack, PGA, 
LPGA, MBA, also played in the 
PGA WORKS Collegiate Cham-
pionship, for Indiana State Uni-
versity. A role model for black 
women, Mack grew up the 
daughter of a school principal 
and was surrounded by mentors 
throughout her life. Giving back 
to others aspiring to a career in 
the game is a huge part of her 
mission, as well.

“I saw my mother’s passion 
for mentoring and helping youth 
along their life journey from 
a young age, and it naturally 
rubbed off on me, as well,” said 
Mack. “To be able to combine 

my passion for leading youth 
with my passion for the golf 
industry, it’s honestly been a 
dream come true.”

Currently serving as the As-
sociate Executive Director for 
The First Tee of Tennessee in 
Memphis and West Tennessee 
Regional Director for The Ten-
nessee Golf Foundation, Mack 
is in charge of managing and 
growing junior golf in western 
Tennessee.

“My job is to make sure that 
kids from all backgrounds have 
an equal opportunity to enjoy 
this sport,” said Mack. “Our goal 
is to go wherever the kids and 
their parents are, because if we 
only wait for them to come to 

us, we won’t grow.”
Mack also hopes to pursue a 

leadership position within the 
PGA of America, so she en-
tered the PGA LEAD emerging 
leaders program. PGA LEAD 
is designed to identify, mentor 
and progress PGA Professionals 
from diverse backgrounds into 
volunteer leadership roles at the 
Chapter, Section and National 
levels of the Association. 

“Seeing is believing, and to 
me, I know that to increase Af-
rican-American women’s pres-
ence in golf I need to serve as 
a leader,” said Mack. “Not only 
to share diverse perspectives on 
how the future of golf should 
look, but to also serve as an 
example or a mentor for young 
girls who look like me, but may 
not see someone like us in posi-
tions of influence. It’s crucial for 
development and diversity in the 
game of golf.” 

These sentiments are shared 
by Aspen Lakes Golf Course 
PGA Head Professional and Di-
rector of Player Development 
Howie Pruitt, of Bend, Oregon, 
who also joined PGA LEAD. He 
now holds a governing position 
in the Pacific Northwest PGA 
Section. A U.S. Army Veteran 
who taught himself how to play 
golf by reading Ben Hogan’s 
instructional book, Five Lessons: 
The Modern Fundamentals of 
Golf, Pruitt is as an example of 
black leadership in golf. 

“It was important for me to 
run for Section Office positions, 
because I noticed trends that 
I thought needed to improve 
in the industry, such as a lack 
of diversity,” said Pruitt. “But 
with no mentor to rely on, I was 
ill-prepared to run and ended up 
losing on my first attempt. No 
one reached out then and told 
me to not give up, so I made 
it a point from that day on to 
ensure others behind me had an 
example of someone who never 
gave up and chased a leadership 
position in the industry.”

With tremendous persistence, 
Pruitt was elected as Secretary of 
the Pacific Northwest PGA Sec-
tion in 2018. He is now the Vice 
President of the Section and is 
positioned to become Section 
President in 2022. 

“For years, the PGA of Amer-
ica did not represent the diverse 
face of golf, but I knew in order 
to change that I wasn’t able to 
just sit back and complain,” said 
Pruitt. “I had to take initiative, 
help start initiatives and get out 
of my comfort zone to keep run-
ning for office, so that my voice 
and concerns of those who look 
like me would be heard.” 

As a leader, Pruitt wants to 
make sure that the next gener-
ation of golf employees are well 
prepared to lead and continue to 
diversify the industry. 

“My philosophy is no secrets 
allowed,” said Pruitt. “I want 
my staff to be well-prepared and 
have all the information possi-
ble so that we can all improve 
the golf experience for the next 
generation of employees and 

players. It’s important to be 
ready to welcome all people 
from all backgrounds, so that 
our game can continue to thrive 
and grow.”

With leaders like Dunovant, 

Mack, Pruitt and many others 
working to make sure golf looks 
more like them, the industry is 
positioning itself to truly reflect 
the face of America. x

© PGA.com

Mackenzie Mack

Howie Pruitt

Mentors
(Continued from Page 1)

� Rochester�GOLF�WEEK�•�Monday,�February�3,�2020�•�Page�5

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

ImpoRTanT… We want your ad to be perfect…
Your ad will run as it appears here unless we hear from you immediately.

please review this ad carefully.
◗ Check spelling and punctuation
◗ Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses and web sites.
◗ Check dates and times of all events listed.
If there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.

Morgenstern DeVoesick • 2x5 • 101917 • SH   Email: jordan@morgdevo.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

WWW.MORGDEVO.COM      Banking

Tax Assessments   REAL ESTATE GRIEVANCES

HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATIONS

ESTATE PLANNING   Small Business Law

Corporate Law   COMMERCIAL LENDING

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE  Aviation

Real Estate Development  TAXATION

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY    Venture Capital

Real Estate   MERGERS & ACQUISITIONS

Executive Compensation   585.672.5000

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

IMPORTANT… We want YOUR AD to be perfect…
Your ad will run as it appears here unless we hear from you immediately.

Please review this ad carefully.
◗ Check spelling and punctuation
◗ Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses and web sites.
◗ Check dates and times of all events listed.
If there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.

Pittsford Village Estates • 2x5 •042815 • SH   Fax/Email: (Lanine) lanine@igordon.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

For your convenience, the Rental Agent is located at #3 Colonial Parkway.

18 Colonial Parkway • 381-3520
Managed by the I Gordon Corporation • 546-8111

Pittsford Village
Estates

Located off Monroe Avenue close to the quiet, upscale 
Village of Pittsford. There are 114 spacious one, 
two and three bedroom units with air conditioning, 
garages and storage units included. These apartments 
are situated on beautifully maintained grounds in a 
peaceful park-like setting. The Estates are less than 
a mile from shopping centers and theaters, close to 
expressways and on the Greater Rochester bus line.

Expositor-Ledger Newspapers

Rochester Golf Week • The Jewish Ledger
2535 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623
(585) 427-2468 • FAX (585) 427-8521

IMPORTANT… We want YOUR AD to be perfect…
Your ad will run as it appears here unless we hear from you immediately.

Please review this ad carefully.
n Check spelling and punctuation
n Check addresses and phone numbers, as well as e-mail addresses and web sites.
n Check dates and times of all events listed.
If there are any corrections, please call us immediately at 427-2468.

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

Far View Golf Course • 2x3 • 102819 • JT   Email: info@farviewgc.com

“The man who stops advertising to save money is like the man who stops the clock to save time.”

FARVIEW  
GOLF COURSE
2419 Avon Geneseo Rd, Avon 
226-8210 • farviewgc.com

* Per person. Specials include  
league fees if you choose to join 
one or more. Cart fees not included. 
Walking is permitted at all times.  

Mon–Fri $329*
Mon–Sun $429*

TWO YEAR
MEMBERSHIPS

UNLIMITED GOLF
through end of 2021 season

Visit farviewgc.com for application  
or email info@farviewgc.com

SPACES LIMITED 



holes of regulation to force a 
playoff with Finau, then won 
with a 10-foot birdie putt on the 
first extra hole.

Two strokes ahead with two 
holes left, Finau missed an 18-
foot birdie try in the playoff on 
the par-4 18th after driving left 
into the church pew bunkers.

Simpson two-putted from the 
fringe on the short par-4 17th 
and made a 17-footer from the 
edge of the green on the 18th. 
Finau, after hitting a 366-yard 
drive and an approach to 8 feet, 
missed a chance to win when his 
birdie try slid right.

Simpson closed with a 2-under 
69 to match Finau at 17-under 
267, setting up the fourth play-
off in five years in the desert..

“Today was a lot different. 
Today played tougher,” Simpson 
said. “I thought the pins were 
very tough, by far the toughest 
day of pins, course was longer, 
we had wind. We hadn’t had 
wind all week, so everything 
today was harder.”

Finau shot 70.

“I hit good putts,” Finau said. 
“The first one I hit really good, 
I thought I made it. ... Second 
one, similar line, a little bit far-
ther, decided to play a little 
bit more break and it didn’t 
break.”

Simpson won his sixth PGA 
Tour title and first since the 
2018 Players Championship. 
The 2012 U.S. Open champi-
on improved to 2-5 in playoffs, 
three years after falling to Hideki 
Matsuyama in extra holes at 
TPC Scottsdale. Simpson also 
lost a playoff in November in the 
RSM Classic.

“I think getting frustrated after 
RSM led to being better pre-
pared for today,” Simpson said.

Simpson visited instructor 
Butch Harmon on Monday in 
Las Vegas.

“I started the week off right, 
just getting a checkup from 
him,” Simpson said. “And two 
weeks of rest, I came in feeling 
ready to go.”

Finau missed a chance for his 
second PGA Tour victory. He 
also lost a playoff to Xander 
Schauffele in November 2018 
in China in the WGC-HSBC 
Champions.

“I definitely didn’t give him the 
tournament,” Finau said. “Un-
fortunately, it’s how the cookie 
crumbles. ... I love Webb. I think 
the camaraderie that I have with 
him as being one of my best 
friends out here, it would have 
been hard for either one of us to 
take this victory from each other. 
He got the upper hand this time, 
but I love that guy.”

Simpson felt for Finau.
“It’s hard. He is a great 

friend,” Simpson said. “Our 
wives are friends and he’s one 
of the best guys on tour. So it is 

a bit tough.”
A stroke ahead of Simpson 

after a third-round 62, Finau 
parred the first seven holes, 
limiting his birdie chances with 
sluggish iron and wedge play. 
He bogeyed the par-4 eighth to 
end a 57-hole bogey-free streak, 
leaving an 8-iron from the fair-
way 65 feet short.

Simpson took the lead with a 
5-footer for birdie on the par-4 
10th after Finau’s putter came 
to life on an unlikely 25-footer 
for par.

Finau pulled even with an 18-
foot birdie putt on the par-3 
12th, a day after Simpson aced 
the hole in a 64. Finau made a 
9-foot birdie putt on the par-5 
13th to take the lead, then only 
doubled the advantage with a 
par on the 15th after Simpson 
drove into the water.

They each parred the the par-3 
stadium 16th, with Finau wear-
ing a Kobe Bryant jersey on the 
rowdy hole. The PGA Tour cut 
the pin position in a tribute to Bry-
ant, using his two Lakers uniform 
numbers. The pin was placed 24 
yards from the front edge and 8 
yards from the left edge, putting 
it in the back left corner. The flag 
had an 8 one side and a 24 on the 
other, and the numbers also were 
painted into the grass in front of 
the green.

Fourth-ranked Justin Thomas 
tied for third at 14 under after a 
65, birdieing the 16th in a jersey 
from Bryant’s days at Lower 
Merion High School.

“It’s always a fun week here in 
Phoenix,” Thomas said. “Some-
how it gets crazier every year.”

Bubba Watson and Nate Lash-
ley also finished at 14 under. 
Watson closed with a 66, and 
Lashley shot 68. x

Simpson
(Continued from Page 1)

Webb Simpson, front, and Tony Finau, back, line up their putts on the 
18th green during the final round. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)

Ryder Cup Standings: 
Simpson Bolsters Stock; 

McDowell Moves Into Position
by BRENTLEY ROMINE

Webb Simpson’s playoff victo-
ry Sunday at the Waste Manage-
ment Phoenix Open bolstered 
Simpson’s chances of making 
the 2020 U.S. Ryder Cup team.

After outlasting Tony Finau 
for his sixth career PGA Tour 
victory, Simpson climbed from 
seventh to third in U.S. points, 
just behind Brooks Koepka and 
Dustin Johnson. Finau replaced 
Simpson in seventh, up a spot 
from the previous week.

Other big movers included 
Bubba Watson (from 20th to 
15th), J.B. Holmes (from 40th 
to 31st) and Adam Long (from 
61st to 33rd).

The top eight players as of 
Aug. 23 qualify for captain Steve 
Stricker’s team. Here is look at 
the current qualifiers, and those 
just outside of the top 8:

U.S.
1. Brooks Koepka
2. Dustin Johnson
3. Webb Simpson
4. Xander Schauffele
5. Gary Woodland
6. Tiger Woods
7. Tony Finau
8. Justin Thomas
---
9. Kevin Kisner
10. Patrick Cantlay
11. Matt Kuchar
12. Patrick Reed

On the European s ide, 
Graeme McDowell made the 

biggest move. The 40-year-old 
Ryder Cup veteran, who last 
made Team Europe in 2014, 
won the Saudi International on 
Sunday to vault from 38th to 
eighth in world points, which has 
him as the eighth qualifier at this 
point. (McDowell also jumped 
70 spots to No. 22 in European 
points.)

The top four players in Euro-
pean points and the top five in 
world points, not already qual-
ified, as of Sept. 13 qualify for 
captain Padraig Harrington’s 
squad.

Here is look at the current 
qualifiers, along with the players 
who are next in line and not yet 
in position to qualify on either 
points list:

EUROPE
1. Tommy Fleetwood
2. Jon Rahm
3. Victor Perez
4. Rory McIlroy
---
9. Lee Westwood
10. Marcus Kinhult
11. Matthias Schwab
12. Bobby MacIntyre
World points
5. Danny Willett
6. Matthew Fitzpatrick
7. Bernd Wiesberger
8. Graeme McDowell
9. Tyrrell Hatton
---
10. Lee Westwood
11. Henrik Stenson
12. Matthias Schwab x

What’s in the Bag: Waste Management 
Phoenix Open Winner Webb Simpson
Webb Simpson rallied late at the 

Waste Management Phoenix Open 
to take Tony Finau to a playoff, 
where he won on the first playoff 
hole for his sixth PGA Tour victory 
and first since the 2018 Players. 
Here’s a look inside his bag:
DRIVER: Titleist TS3 (Mitsubishi 

Tensei AV 65TX, 10.5 degrees)
3-WOOD: Titleist TS2, 15 
degrees
5-WOOD: Titleist 913Fd, 18 
degrees
HYBRIDS: Titleist 913Hd (20 
degrees); Titleist 915Hd, 23.5 
degrees

IRONS: Titleist 620 MB
WEDGES: Titleist Vokey SM7 
(54 degrees); Titleist Vokey pro-
totype (60 degrees)
PUTTER: Odyssey Tank Cruiser 
V-Line Mid
BALL: Titlist Pro V1  x
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As for the rumors of a new 
golf tour targeting the top 48 
players?

Odds of that happening might 
be a bit longer.

The concept of a world tour — 
the latest name is “Premier Golf 
League” — has been around for 
the better part of six years. Talk 
was renewed late last year when 
the British-based World Golf 
Group began making the rounds 
in the Bahamas and Australia, 
this time with an influx of capital 
from various sources, primarily 

Saudi Arabia.
Its idea is to invigorate golf by 

putting together 12 four-man 
teams that would be required to 
play 18 events — 10 of them 
in the U.S. — that feature 54 
holes, no cut and a shotgun start 
to fit a five-hour broadcast win-
dow. Total prize money would 
be $240 million, and the top 
player could earn as much as 
$50 million.

More pertinent were a few 
missing details.

Is there a broadcast partner? 
Corporate sponsors? Any com-

mitments from players?
And the biggest question of all: 

Does it have Tiger Woods?
Because without Woods, it 

doesn’t stand a chance.
Publicly, the PGA Tour and 

European Tour said they would 
not comment on any tour, real 
or imagined, except their own.

Monahan, however, found it 
worthy enough to send his play-
ers a memo late Monday after-
noon for those who weren’t at 
Torrey Pines, or those who had 
never heard of the concept until 
a question was raised at the end 
of the meeting.

In the memo, obtained by The 
Associated Press, Monahan says 
no one from World Golf Group 
has contacted the PGA Tour. 
The tour’s information is from 
players who were, and from golf 
industry partners.

Monahan mentioned the PGA 
Tour’s financial strength and 
stability through longtime spon-
sorship and television deals that 
it will honor, and he reminded 
players of the releases required 
to play other tours. And then 
he made it clear the PGA Tour 
would not be working with Pre-
mier Golf League, as the group 
suggested was its intent.

“If the Team Golf Concept or 
another iteration of this struc-
ture becomes a reality in 2022 
or at any time before or after, 
our members will have to decide 
whether they want to continue 
to be a member of the PGA 
Tour or play on a new series,” 
the memo said.

Talk about risk and reward.
The PGA Tour is wrapping up 

negotiations on a new broadcast 
rights deal that Sports Business 
Journal pegged at a 60% in-
crease. One player was asked 
what came out of the meeting. 
He smiled and said, “How much 
money we’re going to be mak-
ing.”

Another player, speaking on 
condition of anonymity because 
it was a private meeting, said the 
tour outlined estimates on in-
creased purses and bonus pools 
and projected the top perform-
ing player would soon be bring-
ing in upward of $40 million.

Phil Mickelson was contact-
ed and said he was intrigued 
but needed more information 
before he could comment fur-
ther. Mickelson, who staged a 
$9 million winner-take-all match 
with Woods in Las Vegas in late 
2018, is playing the Saudi Inter-
national this week.

Rory McIlroy said the group 
first approached him in 2014. 
He didn’t sound interested, 
talking about his traditional view 
of the tour, what it has meant 
to him and how much he would 
hate to lose a heritage built up 
over decades.

Don’t expect to see McIlroy 
involved. Just don’t get the idea 
he’s opposed to change.

“I love the PGA Tour,” he 
said. “But these guys have ex-
ploited a couple of holes in the 
system, the way golf at the high-
est level is nowadays and how 

it’s sort of transitioned from a 
competition tour to entertain-
ment, right? It’s on TV. It’s peo-
ple coming out to watch. It’s 
definitely a different time than 
what it was before.”

More telling was McIlroy end-
ing his observation by suggesting 
the tour could do a better job 
rewarding the players people 
want to watch.

“I’m still quite a traditionalist, 
so to have that much of an up-
heaval in the game I don’t think 
is the right step forward,” McIl-
roy said. “But I think, as I said, 
it might be a catalyst for some 
changes on this tour that can 
help it grow and move forward -- 
you know, reward the top players 
the way they should be, I guess.”

Stars always have driven golf, 
and there’s no better example 
than Woods. He helped make 
everyone rich.

That’s one of the points the 
World Golf Group argued in a 
five-page manifesto: “The best — 
the true global stars — subsidize 
the rest.”

“The League will re-balance the 
economics,” it said. “The best 
player needs to compete, but not 
against 150 other guys every week 
— 47 will suffice.”

Who are the top 48?
And where does that leave 

everyone else, especially with so 
much influx of young talent with 
more to follow?

Among many challenges fac-
ing Premier Golf League is the 
robust health of the PGA Tour 
— increasing prize money, stable 
sponsorship, a new broadcast 
deal. That might make it tough 
for any player to risk member-
ship, and to risk the appearance 
of turning its back on the tour that 
helped make them famous. x

Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland stands on the fourth hole of the South 
Course at Torrey Pines Golf Course during the third round. (AP Photo/Denis 
Poroy)

Tiger Woods holds up the ball after putting the fourth hole during the 
final round of the Farmers Insurance. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy)

Phil Mickelson follows through on the fourth tee during the third round 
of The American Express golf tournament on the Stadium Course at PGA 
West in La Quinta, Calif., Saturday, Jan. 18. (AP Photo/Alex Gallardo)

Without Tiger

(Continued from Page 1)
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Lane, after the 22-year-old 
climbed to world number 54 
with a solid showing at the 
Phoenix Open.

Belgian Thomas Pieters, who 
finished tied-fourth at the 2017 
Masters, also boosted his hopes 
of a return by finishing tied-third 
in Saudi Arabia to jump 16 spots 
to 67th in the rankings.

Spieth’s Slump Continues
Former Masters champion 

Jordan Spieth’s miserable run 
of form continued as he missed 
the cut in Phoenix to slip to 55th 
in the world.

Although the three-time major 
winner will be at Augusta cour-
tesy of his green jacket from 
2015, he is now firmly in the 
doldrums and without a title 
since his 2017 British Open 
triumph.

The 26-year-old former world 
number one’s only top-three 

finish since the 2018 Masters 
came at last year’s PGA Cham-
pionship.

“I don’t know where I’m at in 
the world ranking,” he told Golf 
Digest.

“Don’t care, don’t look at it. 
I’m just trying to step up and win 
a golf tournament and let every-
thing else take care of itself.”

Player Bemoans 
‘Greed’ in Golf

Gary Player criticised the 
“greed” in modern golf as plans 
for an exclusive 48-player Pre-
mier League gather steam.

Each event in the 18-tour-
nament series would offer $10 
million purses, putting the future 
of the PGA and European Tours 
in doubt.

“We never thought athletes 
across the board would be making 
the kind of money they are making 
— it’s beyond anyone’s compre-
hension,” nine-time major champi-

on Player told The National.
“I find a lot of greed in the 

sport now.
“I think Rory McIlroy made 

$23 million last year without 
even taking in his contracts. 
How much money do you want? 
Loyalty to me is very big.”

World Rankings
1. Brooks Koepka (USA) 9.35
2. Rory McIlroy (NIR) 9.16
3. Jon Rahm (ESP) 8.60
4. Justin Thomas (USA) 7.77
5. Dustin Johnson (USA) 7.02
6. Tiger Woods (USA) 6.18
7. Webb Simpson (USA) 6.17
8. Patrick Cantlay (USA) 6.12
9. Xander Schauffele (USA) 
5.84
10. Justin Rose (ENG) 5.79
11. Tommy Fleetwood (ENG) 
5.69
12. Tony Finau (USA) 5.12
13. Patrick Reed (USA) 4.86
14. Louis Oosthuizen (RSA) 
4.52

15. Adam Scott (AUS) 4.49
16. Shane Lowry (IRL) 4.39
17. Gary Woodland (USA) 4.36 
18. Bryson DeChambeau (USA) 
4.29
19. Marc Leishman (AUS) 4.26 

20. Paul Casey (ENG) 4.19
•  •  •

47. Graeme McDowell (NIR) 
2.36
55. Jordan Spieth (USA) 
2.22  x

Nicklaus Turns 80 and Remains  
a Part of Golf’s Conversations

by DOUG FERGUSON
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Jack Nick-

laus turns 80 on Tuesday, no 
closer to retirement than when 
he was at the peak of his golf 
career.

Never mind that he rarely 
competes, and when he does 
play the occasional round of 
golf, he doesn’t always finish the 
hole. His shoulder is sore, but 
that’s more from tennis.

He spends most of his time 
supporting his wife, Barbara, 
who has taken charge of the 
Nicklaus Children’s Health Care 
Foundation. He still has his 
hands in about 10 golf courses 
his company is designing.

The real measure of a golfing 
great who has been around for 
80 years are the conversations 
he keeps.

Everyone wants a piece of 
Nicklaus, and he is all too happy 
to oblige. Even though he is 

more Olden Bear than Gold-
en Bear, Nicklaus remains as 
relevant now as when he was 
winning his record 18 majors.

“I’d like to stay involved… 
keep myself in front of the pub-
lic, keep myself relevant so when 
I get to 80 years old, you still 
want to ask me a question,” 
Nicklaus said last week in a con-
ference call ahead of his 80th 
birthday.

“There’s no reason to want to 
curl up in a corner someplace.”

The only time he considered 
some form of retirement was 
long ago.

Nicklaus told a story of always 
wanting to ski, but not while 
he was still competing. That 
seemed smart long before Phil 
Mickelson broke his leg skiing 
and missed the 1994 Masters or 
David Duval injured his shoulder 
snowboarding.

Nicklaus thought he would 

wait until he was 35.
“I figured I wasn’t going to 

take up skiing until I was done 
playing golf,” Nicklaus said. “We 
took up skiing at age 35. While 
we were out there skiing, I was 
talking about not playing much 
golf the next year. The kids all 
said, ‘Dad! What are you doing? 
You can still beat everybody out 
there. You need to keep playing. 
You love it.’ I said, ‘I do, but 
I want to be part of your life.’ 
They talked me into going out 
and keep playing.”

Nicklaus was coming off victo-
ries in the 1975 Masters (an epic 
battle against Johnny Miller and 
Tom Weiskopf) and the 1975 
PGA Championship at Fires-
tone. So he kept playing, adding 
another claret jug at St. Andrews 
in 1978, another double major 
season in 1980 and his famous 
1986 Masters when he was 46.

Imagine if he had quit playing. 
Nicklaus would have been at 
14 majors, and Tiger Woods 
would have passed him with that 
memorable Masters victory last 
April. Now, Woods still has three 
majors to go to catch Nicklaus.

That also keeps Nicklaus rel-
evant without having played a 
major in 15 years.

There was a time when it 
looked as though Woods was 
running out of time to catch him, 
especially with recurring leg inju-
ries and then back problems that 
led to four surgeries. Now that 
Woods ended 11 years without 
a major with his Masters victory 
for major No. 15, the race is on.

History is not on Woods’ 
side. He turned 44 three weeks 
ago. When he gets to the Mas-
ters, only six players older than 

Woods will have won majors, no 
more than one each.

Still, the Nicklaus name is 
back in the conversation. He 
will watch. He will answer ques-
tions about whether Woods can 
catch him, as Nicklaus has done 
for nearly two decades. Nicklaus 
always said he thought Woods 
could do it. One year at a charity 
lunch for his Memorial, Nicklaus 
got the same question, gave the 

same answer and then asked 
what kind of headlines it would 
make if he had given a different 
answer.

What makes him feel more rel-
evant are the questions he fields 
from younger players.

Charl Schwartzel came to 
talk to him about the Masters in 
2011, a short time before the 
South African birdied his last 
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In this April 11, 2019, file photo, Jack Nicklaus hits a ceremonial tee shot 
on the first hole during the first round for the Masters golf tournament 
in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)

In this April 13, 1986, file photo, Jack Nicklaus watches his putt drop for 
a birdie on the 17th hole during the Masters golf tournament at Augusta 
National in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Phil Sandlin, File)

Talking Points
(Continued from Page 1)

Spieth’s putting continued to let him down in Phoenix. (AFP Photo/
Christian Petersen)
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PGA Tour Commissioner Draws Clear 
Line on Proposed Premier Golf League

by RYAN YOUNG
While some in the golf world 

enjoy the idea of the new Pre-
mier Golf League, PGA Tour 
commissioner Jay Monahan is 
not one of them.

Monahan made it clear in a 
letter sent to golfers on Monday 
where the Tour stands on the 
proposed new tour, drawing a 
very definitive line in the sand.

“If the Team Golf Concept 
or another iteration of this 
structure becomes a reality in 
2022 or at any time before or 
after, our members will have 
to decide whether they want 
to continue to be a member of 
the PGA Tour or play on a new 
series,” Monahan said, via the 
Golf Channel.

The idea for the Premier Golf 
League was laid out this month 
by the World Golf Group, which 
wants to create a tour where 48 
players compete in an 18-tour-
nament schedule with $10 mil-
lion purses at each event, ac-
cording to ESPN. There would 
be no cut in the 54-hole events, 
and it would have both individu-
al and team-league formats, per 
the report. The league, should 
it move forward, hopes to start 
in either 2022 or 2023.

Monahan attacked the fund-
ing behind the Premier Golf 
League in the letter, too, saying 
they’re focused on “securing 
player commitments first as 
they have no sponsorship or 
media offerings or rights.” He 

also referenced “funding from 
Saudi interests” as a potential 
income source for the new tour, 
according to the Golf Channel.

Under the Tour’s current 
policy, players are allowed just 
three conflicting event “releas-
es,” per the Golf Channel, 
something that Monahan said 
will be strictly enforced. For 
example, Tour players wanting 
to compete in European Tour 
events throughout the year must 
receive a release from the Tour 
to do so. 

Monahan also said the new 
tour is designed only to conflict 
with PGA Tour events and not 
the four major championships 
— The Masters, the PGA Cham-
pionship, the U.S. Open and The 
Open Championship — which 
are all run by separate entities.

Mixed Support 
from Players

While some players don’t 
want to comment on the idea 
yet, given that it’s still in the 
early stages, others have ex-
pressed interest. Both Brooks 
Koepka, the top-ranked golfer 
in the world, and Dustin John-
son said they have been ap-
proached about the idea, too. 

Ernie Els, who was involved in 
a similar failed concept earlier 
in his career, said he “loves” 
the idea.

“I do think it has a chance,” 
Els said, via ESPN. “If the play-

ers support it, then it’s a done 
deal. If you have the top play-
ers in the world supporting an 
adventure like this it will go 
because that’s where television 
will go and the fans will follow. 
So it’s really up to the existing 
top world players.”

While a new Tour could be 
exciting, and could generate 
a new audience for the sport 
around the world, reigning Fe-
dExCup winner Rory McIlroy 
was much more cautious than 
some of his counterparts.

He was, though, hopeful that 
the idea could actually spark im-
provements on the PGA Tour.

“I love the PGA Tour, I love the 
way golf is set up right now, so it 
might be that — it might be the 
catalyst for something a little bit 
different out here as well, who 
knows,” McIlroy said, via ESPN. 
“But I certainly wouldn’t want to 
lose what’s been built in the last 
40 or 50 years, tournaments 
like [Farmers Insurance Open], 
tournaments like [the Genesis 
Invitational] in a couple weeks’ 
time, everything that we have 
gotten to know and love over 
the years. 

“I’m still quite a traditionalist, 
so to have that much of an 
upheaval in the game I don’t 
think is the right step forward. 
But I think it might be a catalyst 
for some changes on this Tour 
that can help it grow and move 
forward and reward the top 

players the way they should be, 
I guess.”

©Yahoo!
•  •  •

PGA Tour 
Remembers Kobe 
Bryant with 16th-
Hole Pin Position

by JOHN NICHOLSON
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 

The PGA Tour joined players 
with a 16th-hole tribute to Kobe 
Bryant on Sunday at the Waste 
Management Phoenix Open, 
using his two Lakers uniform 
numbers to cut the final-round 
pin position on the stadium 
par 3.

The pin was placed 24 yards 
from the front edge and 8 yards 
from the left edge, putting it in 
the back left corner of the green 
on the rowdy hole that holds 
more than 20,000 fans. The 
yellow flag had a 24 on one 
side and an 8 on the other, and 
large matching numbers were 
painted in the grass in front of 
the green.

Bryant, daughter Gianna and 
seven others were killed a week 
ago in a helicopter crash in 
California.

“That came from the the tour,” 
said Slugger White, the PGA 
Tour’s vice president of compe-
tition. “We thought it would be a 
nice tribute, the right thing to do, 
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PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan is not a fan of the proposed Pre-
mier Golf League, which he said is designed to specifically conflict only 
with Tour events. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)
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four holes to claim the green 
jacket. Patrick Cantlay met with 
him last year before winning 
the Memorial, and Cantlay was 
with him again on a Saturday 
last fall, watching football and 
talking majors. Nicklaus told him 
how he never wanted to feel his 

game was in perfect shape on 
Thursday of a major, rather he 
wanted to play his way into his 
best golf as the week went on.

Justin Thomas. Jordan Spieth. 
Dustin Johnson. Rickie Fowler.

It’s a long list. Most of them 
live in South Florida and are 
members at his Bear’s Club.

“I don’t go out and seek this, 
but I’m available,” Nicklaus said. 
“I might have some knowledge — 
you might call it wisdom — some-
thing to impart to the kids that 
might help them. It’s very flatter-
ing to me as an 80-year-old. You 
never listened to your dad, why 
listen to your grandfather? But 
it’s very nice and I enjoy it. We 
have 30 pros who are members 
up at the Bear’s Club. I see them 
all the time. I’m available, always 
around. They still want to come 
talk to me.”

Nicklaus still dispenses advice 
on the majors, particularly the 

Masters, which he won a re-
cord six times. But the one tip 
he prefers to share is what he 
learned long ago from his idol, 
Bobby Jones, who told him to 
be responsible for his own game.

“I feel a little sad for the guys 
today, not that that’s the way 
everyone does it,” he said. “We 
have instructors, sports psychol-
ogists. I always thought that was 
the fun of the game, learning to 
do it yourself. When it comes 
down to the end of a tournament, 
you have to finish. The responsi-
bility is on you, not wondering, 
‘Can I do what this guy taught 
me?’ That’s what I learned.”

Nicklaus spoke for 45 minutes 
with a small group of reporters 
on the phone, along with a few 
who had come to his house. His 
final words were telling.

“Thank you for wanting to 
be on here and making me 
relevant.”  x
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In this June 17, 1962, file photo, 
Jack Nicklaus holds his trophies 
after winning the U.S. Open Cham-
pionship at the Oakmont, Pa., 
country club. (AP Photo/Paul Vathis, File)

World’s Most Beautiful Courses: Pebble Beach
by CHUCK DUNBAR

(PGA) — The one thing you can 
count on at Pebble Beach Golf 
Links is consistency. No matter 
what time of year you come, no 
matter what time of day you play, 
no matter how good a player you 
are, when you put a peg in the 
ground on the first tee, you can 
expect one of — if not the — 
most unforgettable and enjoy-
able rounds of golf of your life.

I’d like to discuss five signifi-
cant reasons why I think Pebble 
Beach is beautiful and then offer 
one added reason why I think 
the title of “Most Beautiful” is 
appropriate.

• Climate: One of the great 
misconceptions about Pebble 
Beach is that our weather pat-
terns are unpredictable and not 
particularly golf friendly. We 
host over 62,000 rounds of golf 
every year and can offer im-
peccable conditions no matter 
what time of year you come 
out to play. We could not do 
that unless we were fortunate 
enough to be situated in the 
perfect golf environment. Our 
highs are never too high, our 
lows are never too low. Did you 
know we only get 15 inches of 
rain per year on average? Some 
can’t erase the memory of a few 
strong storms that have invaded 
during high-profile times such 
as the Crosby Clambake (now 
the AT&T Pebble Beach Na-
tional Pro-Am), but those are 
exceptions, not the norm. I have 
friends on the East Coast who 
like to say that they enjoy their 
climate because it’s nice to have 
four seasons. My reply to them 
is always the same: “You don’t 
need four seasons if the one you 
have is perfect.”

• The views: From the majes-

tic mountains to the east, to the 
breath-taking cliffs, to the amazing 
flora and trees that dot the course, 
there may not be a more scenic 
place — much less golf course — 
than the Monterey Peninsula. 
Players are probably more apt 
to forget their putter than their 
camera when they visit us. Many 
have called our course the per-
fect meeting of land and water. 
When you visit, you’ll understand 
the sentiment. And let’s not for-
get the world’s most spectacular 
water hazard, the glorious Pacific 
Ocean. Whether sparkling on a 
calm day, or violently crashing 
on the rocks on a breezy day, 
there may not be a more in-
credible visual than looking out 
into Stillwater Cove. I’d say that 
qualifies as beautiful. 

• History and Tradition: You 
can’t plan it, at least not to this 
scale, but history and tradition play 
a huge part in what makes Pebble 
Beach beautiful. We’ve hosted all 
the great players, hosted major 
championships, a star-studded 
PGA Tour event every year, and 
had so many incredible golf mo-
ments that you it would take a few 
books to include them all (which 
we happen to sell in our pro shop, 
by the way.) Think about how 
many players would love to have 
their names associated with Pebble 
Beach — to say, “yeah, I won 
such-and-such at Pebble Beach.” 

• Design: We can’t take too 
much credit for the design; Jack 
Neville and Douglas Grant de-
signed Pebble Beach Golf Links 
in 1919. But from the moment 
it was open for play, people have 
marveled at the way it routes 
through the land, hugs the coast-
line, incorporates the cliffs, the 
ocean and all the terrain into a 
seamless and inspiring journey. 

When you play this golf course, 
you will be asked to hit all types of 
shots — and you’ll celebrate the 
ones you hit well — but you’ll also 
fondly recall the ones you didn’t. 

• Service: This is one area that 
we do control and believe you 
me, we take it very seriously. 
You can’t be a world-class resort 
based on location and tradition 
only; there are too many spec-
tacular destinations for golfers to 
choose from if you don’t deliver 
on all fronts. From the moment 
you pull up, from the greeting 
you get from the first person 
you see, to the day you close 
your car door to leave, we want 
you to know that you are valued 
and appreciated at the highest 
level. Our spa, our food and bev-
erage, our maintenance crew, 
everything we do is designed to 

showcase the most genuine and 
elite level of service in the entire 
golf industry. 

• The smiles: I see it in faces 
every day as people check in for 
their rounds. There is an aura of 
anticipation and excitement that is 
quite contagious. People are not 
just here for the golf of course; 
they are here for the experience. 
And many are here as the ful-
fillment of a lifelong goal, as a 
passionate golfer who may have 
been saving and planning this trip 
for years. And more often than 
not, they come here with the most 
special golf partner in their lives — 
whether it’s a parent, a spouse, 
or close friend. And so it’s more 
than a round of golf to them. 
It’s a shared moment in time, a 
special bond that now connects 
them and their playing partner 

in a way that can’t be replicated 
anywhere else. And if you think 
their smiles are big before they 
tee off, you should see them 
when they finish up their round! 
I try to see that as much as I can 
because it serves a great purpose 
for me and everyone here.

Believe me; I know there are 
a number of tremendous golf 
courses out there and I’ve been 
fortunate enough to play many 
of them. So I’m not going to 
proclaim that we are in a class 
by ourselves. But I can say that 
when you take into account the 
five factors I’ve listed and then 
add some emphasis to reason 
number six, well, I can tell that 
whatever class it is, it doesn’t 
take long to call the roll. Come 
visit us at Pebble Beach Golf 
Links; I think you’ll agree.  x

Pebble Beach Golf Links
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the class thing. ... The Thunder-
birds (tournament organizers) and 
everyone have been on board. 
I’m glad we did it.”

Third-round leader Tony Finau 
and fourth-ranked Justin Thom-
as have donned Bryant jerseys 
on the hole. Finau birdied it Fri-
day and Saturday wearing a yel-
low No. 8 Lakers jersey.

“I’m a huge Kobe fan, huge 
Lakers fan my whole life and, 
obviously, tragic news, but I 
think as we look forward we can 
honor what he’s done,” Finau 
said.

Thomas has worn a white No. 
33 Lower Merion High School 
jersey, selecting it over a Lakers 
jersey that he also brought from 

his collection.
“It’s not just for him and Gigi, 

it’s for everyone that lost their 
lives and their families,” Thomas 
said. “Just for me, he had such 
an impact on me and he was 
such a person that I looked up 
to and tried to kind of have my 
mental approach like that, I felt 
like it was very fitting.”  x
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